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H  E  letters  here  offered  to  the  public 
require  no  other  recommendation  than  the 
fubjeds  which  they  difcufe,  and  the  names 
of  their  authors.  Curiofity  is  never  nK>rc 
awakened,  and  never  more  gratified,  than 
by  fuch  an  epiftolary  intercourfe:  fages 
and  poets  long  deccafed  there  fecm  revived 
and  prefent  to  our  view  :  we  are  admitted 
into  the  cloiets  and  confidence  of  the  great 
and  good^  we  imagine  ourfelves  their  friends 
and  correfpondents..  Cicero  pleading  in  the 
forum,  and  Cicero  correfponding  with  At- 
ticus,  appear,  it  muft  be  owned,  in  verjr 
different  lights ;  but  few  will  be  at  a  }o6 
to  difcover  in  which  charafter  he  dcfervcs 
the  preference,  in  which  charader  we  are 

.  Voi,  I.  a  moil 
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moft  likeiytD  &id  his  true  aiid  genuine 
lentiments. 

To  the  objeftion  that  may  be  made 
againft  publiihing  letters  not  intended  for 
the  prefs,  an  anfwer  Ihall  be  given  in  the 
words  of  the  editors  of  Shenftone  and 
Swift :  "  This  objeftion,  though  it  carries 
•^  with  it  an  air  of  delicacy,  will  not  bold 
*^  in  all  cafes,  and  therefore  muft  unavoi- 
'**  dably  be  fubjedt  to  fome  limitations  ; 
•*  thefe  limitations  muft  vary,  as  the  cir- 
•^  cumftances  of  cafes  happen  to  vary  ;  and 
^'  not  to  make  proper  allowances  for  fuch 
*^  circumftances,  is  highly  unreafonable ; 
"  injurious  to  many  who  have  deferved 
*^  well  of  the  public  by  this  very  condudt, 
**  and  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  litera- 
*^  ture.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  where 
**  neither  the  reputation  of  the  writer,  nor 
*•  that  of  any  other  pcrfon,  is  injured,  there 
^*  the  force  of  the  objeAion  evidently  ceafes. 
^^  And  it  is  believed,  on  the  moft  mature 

«  delibe- 
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*'  deliberation^  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  the 
•*  prefent  inftance." 

Preface  to  Shenfione^s  letters^  p.  iv. 

**  It  may  be  prefumed,  that  though  the 
*•  publication  of  letters  has  been  cenfured 
*^  by  fome,  yet  it  is  not  condepxned  by  the 
**  general  voice,  fincc  a  numerolis  fubfcrip- 
"  tion,  in  which  are  many  Wefpediable 
*'  names,  has  been  lately  obtained,  for 
**  printing  other  parte  of  the  dean's  epifto- 
"  lary  correfpondence,  by  a  relation*,  who 
**  profefles.  the  utmoft  veneration  for  his 
**  memory,  and  a  noble  lord  -f*  has  permit- 
"  ted  Mr.  Wilkes  [the  proprietor]  to  place 
^'  this  under  his  protwfkion/* 

Preface  to  Swift*  s  litters^  p.  ix, 

i;  On  the  whole,  it  is  hoped  that  thefe  let- 

ters will  be  deemed  no  unfuitable  addition 

t   .  .  to  thofe  of  Swift  and  Pope,  as  they  ferve 

to  throw  ftill  farther  light  on  the  hiftory  of 
learning,  and  to  illuftrate  the  charafters  of 

*  Deaoe  Swift,  efq.  f  Earl  Temple, 

a  2  feveral 
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ftV^ral  of  the  learned^  for  neif  a  Century 
paft ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  anfwer 
a  moft  important  and  intcrefting  purpofe, 
by  teaching  readers  of  every  rank,  from  the 
difappointments  of  fome,  the'infirmities  of 
others,  and  the  deaths  of  all,  to  anticipate 
and  realife  what  probably  may,  and  cer- 
tainly muft,  be  their  own  fate;  to  look 
forward  to  the  period  of  this  tranfient  life, 
and  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  thofe  fleeting 
moments  which  never  can  be  recalled. 

J,  BUNCOMBE* 

P.  S*  The  favourable  reception  which 
the  public  has  given  to  this  publication,  has 
induced  the  editor  to  make  fome  additions 
to  it,  together  with  the  following  memoirs^ 
which,  in  juftice  to  the  purchafers  of  the 
firft  edition,  are  alfo  printed  in  a  feparate 
volume.  ^ 


Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Hughes,  the  eldeft  f(Mi  ^  of  ^ 
citizen  of  London,  by  Anne,  the  daughter 
of  Ifaac  Surges,  efq;  of  an  ancient  family 
in  Wiltlhire,  was  born  at  Marlborough  iii 
that  county,  January  29,  1677,  but  was 
educated  at  London,  and  received  the  firft 
rudiments  of  learning  in  private  fchools. 
The  weaknefs,  or,  at  leaft,  the  delicacy, 
of  his  conftitution  diverted  him,  perhaps, 
from  feverer  ftudies,  and  indueed  him  to 
cultivate  as  an  amufement  the  fifter-arts  of 
poetry,  mufic,  and  drawing-  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  imitated  in  paraphrafe  one 
of  the  moft  difficult  odes  of  Horace  -f-.  At 
the  lame  age  he  wrote  a  tragedy,  entitled, 
^  Amalafont,  Queen  of  the  Goths,"  which 
difplays  a  fertile  genius  and  mafterly  in- 
vention; but  as  it  was  not  revifed  and 
corre&ed  by  the  author  in  his  riper  age,  it 

•  Hit  grandfather,  Mr.  Willum  Haghei,  of  Mark 
fcofoogli,  W4S  one  of  the  minifien  ejeded  by  the  BtiP' 
lholoniew*aft  in  1662* 
See  his  life  in  Calamy't  **  nccoant"  of  thofe  miniftcrt. 

f  Book  i,  ode  as.    See  p.  ao. 

was 
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w4s  never  brought  od  the  ftage,  and  fWl 
remains  in  manufcript*.  By  the  Mufes^ 
however,  he  was  not  wholly  engrofled. 
He  had  a  place  in  the  ofBce  of  ordnance, 
and  was  fecretary  to  feveral  commiflions 
under  the  great  feal,  for  purchaiing  lands 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  royal  docks  and 
yards,  at  Portfmouth,  Chatham,  and  Har- 
wich.  The  "  Triumph  of  Peace'*  was 
his  firft  poem  of  any  length  that  appeared 
in  public.  It  was  written  on  occafion  of 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  and  printed  in  the 
year  1697.  It  was  received,  in  particular, 
with  great  applaufe,  by  the  beft  critics  at 
Cambridge,  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  a 
friend  of  the  author -f.    In  the  following 

*  Seep.  2t« 

f  "  I  thiok  I  never  heard  a  poem  read  with  fo 
"  much  admiration  as  the  **  Triamph  of  Peace"  was 
•*  by  oar  beft  critics  here ;  nor  a  greater  character 
**  given  to  a  young  poet  at  his  firft  appearance ;  no, 
**  not  even  to  Mr.  Congreve  bimfelf.  So  nobly  ele« 
"  vated  are  his  thoughts,  his  numbers  To  harmonious, 
**  and  his  turns  fb  fine  and  ddicate,  that  we  cry  out 
*<  with  Tally,  on  a  like  occafion,  Ifoftraffes  altera 
•<  Rmit.'*    Dated  Feb.  28,  1697*8. 

year 
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year  he  addrefled  fomc  verfes  to  the  author 
of  **  Fatal  Friendlhip/*  a  tragedy.  ■  This 
writer,  then  Mr«.  Trotter,  was  afterwards 
well  know  ta  the  literary  world  by  the 
^lame  of  Mrs,  Cockburn.  His  "  Court  of 
'^  Neptunfe,"  on  the  return  of  king  Wil- 
liam from  Holland,  and  a  "  fong*'  on  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter*s  birth-day,  were  both 
printed  in  1699.  On  the  death  of  king 
William,  in  1702,  he  publilhed  a  Pindaric 
ode,  entitled,  **  The  Houfe  df  Naflau/' 
His  fentiments  on  the  propereft  manner  of 
tranflating  Horace,  may  be  coUefted  from 
a  letter  to  a  friend,  dated  the  fame  year, 
inclofing  a  tranflation  of  the  ode  to  Grof- 
phus.  *  His  **  ode  in  praife  of  mufic,**  was 
performed  with  great  applaufe  at  Station- 
ers-hall in  1 703.  His  ikill  in  mufic  pecu- 
liarly qualified  him  for  fuch  corapofitions, 
and  he  was  no  lefs  fortunate  in  having  his 
pieces  fet  by  Dr.  Pepufch,  Mr.  GalHard,  Mr. 
Handel,  and  other  great  mafters.  Studies 
more  ferious,  and  more  important,  had  alio 

♦  Sec  p.  aj, 

their 
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th^ir  fliaj-e  of  his  attencioh  ;  in  particular, 
a  thankfgiving  fermon,  preached  before  the 
4ueen  at  St.  Paul's,  in  Aug.  1705,  by  Dd 
WillU,  dean  of  Lincoln,  gave  rife  to  a  let- 
ter to  the  deafi  from  our  author,  entitled, 
^  A  review  rf.  the  cafe  of  Ephraim  and 
**  Judah,  and  its  application  to  the  cafe  of 
."  the  church  of  England  and  the  dit 
"fentersV 

A  new  tranflation  of  the  *'^  advice^  from 
Parnaffus,"  and  thfe  "  political  touchftone" 
of  Trajanb  Boccalini,  being  publiihed  ia 
1 706,  Mr*  Hughes  was  prevailed  with  to  re- 
vife  and  correft  it,  and  to  add  a  prefaced  In 
the  fame  year  a  "  Complete  Hiftpry  of 
**  England"  being  undertaken  by  the  book- 
fellers,  on  a  plan  recommended  fome  years 
before  by  Sir  William  Temple  ^f,  our  au- 
ther  undertook  to  colled:  the  materials  for 
the  two  firft  volumes,  and  gave  an  account 
of  them  in  a  very  judicious  introdudion. 
This  work  was  continued  and  completed 

•  Sec  p.  147,  f  Sec  p.  8. 
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by  Dr.  it^nnet,  wHofe  nairife  it  bears*  Ifi 
the  fucdeediiig  ycslr^  Mt.  Hughes's  **  ode 
^*  to  the  memory  of  William,  duke  of  Dc- 
*'  vonlhire/'  waS  performed  at  Stationers- 
hall  by  the  celebrated  Sigtiora  Margarita 
9nd  Mrs.  Tbfh;  In  1 708,  his  tranflation  of 
Fonttnenc^s  "  Dialogues  of  the  Dfead/'  af- 
ter having  lain  by  him  l\%  years,  was  per- 
iriittcd  to  fee  the  light,  this  tranflation 
had  the  unufual  hdnour  of  being  mentioned 
with  applaufe  in  the  •♦  Journal  des  Sfovam.** 
Prefixed  is  a  difcourfe  in  defence  of  his  au* 
thor,  and  two  original  dialogues  are  an- 
nexed. Some  years  after,  he  tranflated 
Fontenellc's  "  Difcourfcs  concerning  the 
**  ancients  and  moderns,"  and  alfo  the  ce- 
lebrated *'  Letters  of  Abclard  and  Heloifc;*' 
The  latter  was  fo  well  received  as  to  pa& 
through  feveral  editions  in  a  few  years^ 
though  the  name  of  the  tranflator  was  long 
unknown. 

Thomas  earl  bf  Wharton,  on  his  being 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in 
1708^  exptcffed  his  regard  for  Mr,Hughe« 

Vol..  L  b  by 
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by  o&ring  to  provide  for  him  in  that  king- 
dom.    But  depending  on  the  more  flatter- 
ing but  probably  lefs  fincere  promifes  of 
another  great  man  at  home,  he  declined 
that  offer,  which  afterwards  he  had  re^fon 
to  regret.    His  tranflation  of  the  **Mifari- 
"  trope"  of  Molicre,  with  an  excellent  pre- 
face (omitted  in  OzelVs  edition)  appeared 
in    1709.     He  afterwards  tranflated  the 
firft  aft  of  the  "  Mifcr/'  but  did  not  finilh 
that  play.     In   171 1,  at  the  defire  of  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  he  made  fome  alterations 
in  Dryden's  "  Alexander's  feaft,"  but  Mr. 
Clayton's   compofition  of  it  was  far,    it 
feems,  from  fatisfying  the  connoiflcurs  *. 
In  1712,  his  opera  of  "  Calypfo  and  Tcle- 
**  machus'*  was  performed   at  the  king's 
theatre  in  the  Haymarket.    The  particular 
difcouragements  under  which  it  laboured, 
and  its  triumph  over  them,  are  mentioned 
in  the  following  work  -f-.     Mr.  Hughes's 
tranflation  of  Vertot's  "  Hifl:ory  of  the  Re- 
"  volutions  in  Portugal,**  though  printed 

•  Sec  Iciter  x?ii,  p,  6j»         f  Page  96,  note. 

in 
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in  tjily  was  not  pubUflied  till  after  hi^ 
death.  The  (hare  that  he  took  in  the  Tatler, 
Speftator,  and  Guardian  is  fpccified  at  the  , 
bottom  of  the  page*.     In  17 13,  after  the 

•  In  the  Tatler  he  wrote  No.  64,  a  If  tter  iigned 
**  Jofiah  Cooplet."  No.  73,  a  letter  agaioft  game* 
fters,  figned  "WniiamTrufty;"  Mr,  Tickell  al- 
ludes to  this  letter  in  a  copy  of  verfesaddrefled  to  the 
Spectator,  No.  532: 

From  felon  gamefters  the  raw  fqnire  is  free. 
And  Britain  owes  her  refcued  oaks  to  thee ; 

and  No.  113,  the  inventory  of  a  beaa. 

la  the  Speaatof»  No.  33,  a  letter  on  the  art  of 
improving  beaoty.  No.  53^  a  fecond  letter  on 
the  time  fobje^L  No.  66,  two  letters  on  fioe  bree- 
ding«  No.  91 »  the  hiftory  of  Honoria,  or  the  rival 
mother.  No.  104,  a  letter  on  riding-habits  for  ladies. 
No.  141,  remi^rks  on  a  coraedv,  entitled  <<  The  Lan- 
*'  cafhire  Witches."  No.  21O9  on  the  immortality 
of  the  foal.  No.  22c,  a  letter  concerning  expedients 
for  wit.  No.  230,  all,  except  the  laft  letter.  No. 
231,  a  letter  on  the  awe  of  appearing  before  public 
aflfemblies.  No.  237,  on  Divine  Providence.  No. 
252,  a  letter  00  the  eloquence  of  tears  and  fainting 
fits.  No.  302,  the  charafter  of  Emilia.  No.  311, 
a  letter  from  the  father  of  a  great  fortune.  No.  375, 
b  2  a  pidlufc 
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Guardian  was  dropped,  he  was  a  large  con* 
tributor  to  a  paper  undertaken  by  Sir  Rich- 
ard Blackmore^  ftyled  "  The  Lay  Monk/* 
In  the  fame  year,  his  "  Ode  to  the  Creator 
*'  of  the  world,  occafioned  by  the  fragments 
*^  of  Orpheus/'  was  printed  at  the  particu-^ 
lar  inftance  of  Mr*  Addifon,  and  was  men- 
tioned by  him  with  applaufe  in  the  Spec- 
tator* The  •'  tenth  book  of  Lucan"  was 
tranflated  by  our  author  at  the  delire  of 
Mn  Tonfon,  before  Mr.  Rowe  undertook 
to  tranflate  the  whole.  That  Cato  was 
finiihed  and  brought  upon  the  llage  is  faid 
to  have  been  owing  to  Mr.  Hughes  j  that 
gentleman  reprefcnting  to  Mr.  Addifon  the 

a  pidureof  virtue  in  diilrefs.  No.  5259  on  cdnja* 
gal  love.  No.  537,  on  the  dignity  of  hamap  nature*' 
No.  541,  rules  for  pronunciation  and  adlion,  chicfl/ 
colleded  from  Cicero.  No.  554,  on  the  improves 
ment  of  the  genius,  illuftrated  in  the  charaders  of 
lord  Bacon,  Mr.  Boyle,  iir  If^ac  Newton,  and  Leo- 
nardo da  Vinci. 

In  the  Guardian,  No.  ^j^  which  contains  remarks 
on  the  tragedy  of  Othello. 

great; 
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great  iiapport  which  (he  principles  of  U« 
berty  there  inculcated  would  ^ve  tp  die 
old  £ngliih  public  fpirit  at  that  dangerous 
criiis.  At  this  hint,  Mr.  Addifon,  after  having 
aiked  Mr.  Hughes  to  finifh  it^  took  fire  him- 
fclf,  and  went  through  with  the  vth  aft.  On 
its  appearing,  Mr.  Hughes  fent  thie  author  a 
copy  of  vcrfcs,  which  were  afterwards  pre- 
fixed to  it,  with  fevtral  other  poems*  Twq 
letters  that  pafied  on  that  occafiqn  are  infer- 
tjcd  in  this  colledion  *•  To  the  "  poetical 
mifcellanies"  publifhed  by  Sir  Richard  Steele^ 
in  1 7 14,  he  was  at  firll  a  large  contributor, 
but  finding,  before  publication,  that  Mr. 
Pope^s  "  Wife  of  Bathes  Tale/*  and  fomc 
other  pieces,  which  were  inconfiftcnt  with 
his  ideas  of  decency  and  decorum,  had  been 
admitted,  he  immediately  withdrew  molt 
of  his  own,  and  would  allow  only  two  fmall 
ix)ems^  and  thofe  without  a  name,  to  appear 
there.  The  pieces  thus '  withdrawn  were 
inferted  the  fame  year  in  another  **  mifccl* 
^^  lany,    lels   brilliant  perhaps  but  more 
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Uftciceptionable,    printed  for  PemberfOit 
ttis  edition  of  the   "  Works  of  Spcn- 
*•  fer,"  in  fix  volumes  oAavo,    dedicated 
to  lord  Somcrs,    in  17 15,    attrafted  the 
attention  and  gratified  the  expeftatiop  of 
'the  public.     A  (hort  parallel  between  the 
editor  and  hrs  author,  drawn  by  a  mafterly 
hand,  may  be  fecn  in  the  following  work*. 
His  •*  Apollo  and  Daphne"  was  brought  on 
the  ftage  in  the  fame  year.     The  intereft 
wfiich  Sir  Richard  Steele  took  in  its  fuc- , 
ccfs^  will  appear  by  letter  xxxviii  -f-.     Mr. 
TickelPs  **  Prophecy  of  Nereus"  (imitated 
from  Horace)   and  applied  to  a  fecond- 
fighted  Highland  wizard,  at  the  time  of  jthe 
rebellion,  gave  rife  to  fome  "  Critical  re- 
"  marks"  by  Mr.  Hughei  (in  a  letter  to 
Thomas  Serjeant,  efq-,)  in  which  he  clearly 
ffiews,  that  though  there  are  excellent  lines 
in  that  imitation,  *'  the  ferious  dellroys  the 
^'  burlefque  -,  and  the  burlefque  infeds  and  . 
"  debafes    the    ferious."     Nor    was  our 
author,    at  that  alarming  crifis,   an  idle 


•  Page  129,  note*. 


fpeftator 


<      XV      ) 

Ipecutor  of  the  danger  of  his  country. 
Firm  to  the  revolution  and  the  proteftant 
eftablifhment,  he  unanfwerably  expofc4 
"  The  complicated  guilt  of  the  rebellion/' 
in  a  pamphlet  fo  ftylcd,  written  in  the  year 
J  7 1 6.  But.  a«  that  infurreftion  was  foon 
after  quelled,  .this  trad  was  not  publifhed 
•till  the  year  1745*  when,  at  a  like  crifis,  it 
was  firft  printed,  with  a  preface,  by  Mr. 
Duncombc.  Actuated  by  the  fame  rcvo- 
lutionaj  priaciples,  in  June,  1717,  though 
then  ill  of  a  fever,  he  "  could  not"  (as  he 
exprcfles  it)  **  fit  ftiU  and  think  himfclf 
*^  unconoprned,  while  a  perfon  whom  he 
"  much  honoured,  was  barbaroufly  trea» 
**  ted  ;•*  and  therefore  drew  his  pen  in  dcr 
fence  of  bifliop  Hoadly,  frpm  the  charge 
brought  againft  him  by  Dr*  Snape  and 
others  '^.  In  the  fame  year,  lord  chancel^ 
lor  Cowper  (to  virhom  Mr^  Hughes  ha4 
been  but  lately  known)  without  any  foli^ 
citation,  appointed  him  fecrctary  to  the 
commiiEons  of  the  i^eace^  was  ever  ^ftier- 

^  $fic  letter  xlir^  f.  154. 

wards 
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wards  his  moft  fincerc  and  cordial  friend, 
and,  in  1718,  recommended  him,  and 
him  only,  to  the  fuccecding  lord  chan* 
ccUor,  lord  Parker,  who  very  readily 
continued  him  in  his  employment.  His 
firirical  vifion,  entitled  '*  Charon,  or  the 
Ferry-boat,'*  vras  publifhed  in  the  year 
1708;  'I  he  plan  of  this  ftems  in  fome 
meafure  adopted  in  the  dramatic  fatire 
ftyled  "  Lethe".  The  "  dedication  to  Hci^ 
**  degger"  (the  **  Swifs  count*')  is  infer- 
red in  the  **  appendix,"  having  been 
omitted  in  the  author's  ^  works'*.  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller  having  painted  his  pic- 
ture a  few;  weeks  before  his  death,  Mr. 
Hughes  prefented  it  to  earl  Cowper.  The 
value  his  lordlhip  fet  lipon  it  will  appear 
by  his  genteel  letter  on  receiving  it  *•  The 
dedication  of  our  author's  laft  work,  die- 
tared  to  his  brother  when  he  was  too  weak 
to  write,  but  ten  days  before  his  death, 
was  his  final  acknowledgment  to  his  noble 
patron.     This  laft  work  was  his  tragedy, 

*  Page  267. 
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the ''  Siege  of  Damafcus^''  in  which  the  tkyi 
of  his  genhis  are^  as  it  were^  coUeAed  to  a 
point*  Butthlstragedy  IB  fogeaerally  known 
and  admhed,  and  of  the  deviations,  which, 
contrary  to  his  judgment^  the  players  obli^ 
ged  him  to  make  from  hb  original  j^n,  ib 
much  is  occafionally  faid  in  the  fcdlowinff. 
letters,  that  I  ihall  only  add,  th«C  it  was 
brought  upon  the  fkagp  F^bnmry  ly,- 
iyi$-%Of  A^itw  bours  poly  before  the  au- 
thor died ;  a  moft.affeding  circumiUace 
to  his  friends,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  au- 
dience. Sir  Richard  Steele,  with  the  hur 
manity  that  difiinguiflied  his  charadter^ 
took  the  firft  opportunity  of  paying  his 
4ebt  of  friendflrip  and  efteem,  in  a  paper 
entitled  "  The  Theatre,"  No*  15,  which 
not  being  colleAcd  into  a  volume  is  here 
annexed,  Mr.  Hughes's  philoibphical  ode 
called  "  The  Ecftacy'%  in  which  there  is 
a  fine  compliment  to  Sir  Ilaac  Newton,  was 
publiftied  after  his  death-  In  17x6,  his 
only  fitter  was  married  to  William  Dun- 
combe,  efq;  who,  in  1735,  cdkftcd  and 
publUhed  his  poems  in  two  volumeaf  12*^. ' 
Vol,  I.  c  adding 
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adding  to  diofethat  had  before  been  prin* 
t^  foine  Azt  were  in  the  hands  o£  the  hte 
Alexandi^r  Strahpn>*dqi  die  trmflator  of  the ' 
j£n€id*  PteSaasA  aieibme  pathetic  veries  by 
Mks  Judkh  Cowpcr*  (now  Mrs.  MadanO 
Mr.  John  Bunoe,  Mr.  Lewis  Ehxncombey 
A?G.  Mrsi  Duncombe  died  in  1735*6^  ka* 
▼ing  an  6n\f  ibn,  the  ^ditcv  of  die  psefent 
work.  Of 'Mr.  Hughes's  brariiflr,  Jabez, 
atotaty  aUb  oE  the  Muies,  fome  account  is 
given  in  this  vdbmie,  p.  i<Scx 

Thefe  mtmoits  qmviiot  be  .  better  qlofed 
tha©,  with. the  foHQjfing  ihor^  chawa^,  an- 
waced  by  Dr^  CwipbcU  to.  his  accuwte  life 
of  thip  wriiier,,  hi  ^l^e  ivth  xoluroc  pf  "  Bio^ 
graphia  Biitaontca';"  . ,       ,  . 

'  •*♦  Mf.  John  Hughes  was  ^y^  fq^Upitous 
*•  to  dcferve  feme  than  amtntiQup  to  pyoy 
*•  it.  He  was  by  nature  addiiJtisdt^  ftudy, 
^  and  with  a  great  genius  had  «  va(]b  fund 
'.  ♦ 
*  Daughter  of  Speiic«tr  CowpoTy  efq;  oneof  the 
jv'get  9^  lh«  coan  pf  Mtaufon-j^let^,  apd  niece  to 
^W  lord  chancellor. 

«of 
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<'  wfts .mp$l#j  and ^vf iK4l#4??ti itoa fpr» 
^'  prifing  degree  )  which  Ami^i^^  few  ^m 
^^  GolleAiiig  Of  pUhliiUic  jM»ny:{valt»^k 
^'pkcesi^^iietriir^afidftiMeaCptofei  How 
^wsUihcuims  adquaintfkl  i¥»tk<h€  aacifitptB^ 
f^tnd'kofd  proptr  a  life,  he  itfkade  of.  i^at 
*^iK:qTnuhtaiice»  atppetds  :bibm  rht^-tFailflai^ 
*^  dom  md  tfitttatbmof  Diidbeiis,  Tyrifl^iLUi 

*^  LtucaiH  and  Glaiuduinv  ainoQgfk  iJicRe- 
^<  mtuL'  This  did  npt^  luykroier^  prejiidice 
<^  )iink  ila|^i»iftr  the  tiiodern$r:  be  tnuidaied 
^^  Alfo  from  ^  FrcMths'  and  hi6>  ^  Birth*  of 
♦  the.Rdi/  from  a  'writef  idf  rhat  cowntar, 
^  i9  nod  the  leaft  boutUul  |»ece  amoi^ 
<*his  Wdrks.  HU  'ikill  in  iftufic,  n*(ich 
"  warf«tc^:fl«le^>givte  hiiti  fuch  ah  ad*an- 
**  t^  »*iVef  other  pded,  as  rti^t,'  wiA 
^«  proper  tericouhigement,  iiaVit  carried  the 
^  Englifli  opera  as  high^  kht  Italian.  His 
*•  talent  for  lyric  poetry  was  jtrftly  admired, 
•*  and  his  tr^edy  of  *  The  Sic^  of  Pam^f? 
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*  cus'  was  an  inftance  diat  psun  and  ficknefs 
^  could  not  abate  the  fire  of  his  geniiss,  or 
**  hinder  him  from  giving  marks  of  it  as 
"  long  as  he  lived.  He  did  not  write,  at 
^^  leaft  he  did  Mt  piiUi(h,  much  ( .bot  if 
^  we  confider  him  as  an  invjiUd  almoft 
*<  through  his  whole  lifty  his  avocations  on 
^  account-t^bulineis,  and  that  he  was  but 
^  fmty-two  whoi  he  ceafed  to  livc^  and 
**  ialfo  call  to  ound  how  corre&  crerjr  thing 
^  was  that  camefrom  him,  we  mi^  re» 
^^  trad  our  aflfeition,  and  allow  iSm,  he  pub- 
^  tidied  a  great  deal. '  His  cbara^r  as  a 
^  critu:  was  at  leaft  equal  to  his  charafter 
^^  as  a  poet,  but  were  both  excelled  by  his 
^  charader  as  a  man  and  a  Chriftian.  His 
**  reli^on  was  fincere  without  fevcrity,  his 
^^  morals  ftriA  but  not  auftere,  his  con* 
^*  verfation  equally  inftru&ive  and  plealant. 
•^  To  fay  all  of  him  he  deferved  would  be 
.«*  a  hard  tafk.  Let  it  fuffice  then — the 
'^  man  whom  the  bilhop  of  Winchefter  ho- 
^^  noured  as  a  friend*,  the  man  whom  Mr. 
^^  Addifon  admired  as  a  poet  ^f^  the  man 

*  Sec  letter  xlyiif  f  •  1 86.    f  Sec  letter  xxiii^  p.  1 02. 

"  whofc 
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^  whofe  goodiie0  and  integrity  Mr.  Pope 
^^  had  in  veneration  *,  could  be  no  ordi* 
^  nary  man/^ 


The    THEATRE,    No,XV, 
By  iSir  John  Edoar  [Sir Richard  Steels.] 

Commens  viu  nicrs  fmi  ilia  tiut,    OvkL 

Ffom  Toeia»y»  Ftb.  i6»  toSstoidty,  Feb.  2^0 , 
1719-20. 

X  HAVE  piflfed  my  laft  hours  with  a  great 
dea)  of  ami&ment,  and  have  gone  through 
all  the  vici0itqdc3  of  qgreeabl^  and  penfive 
refla^on,  to  lyhlch  qiy  ^maginadon  could 
turn  idelf.  I  am,  indeed,  juft  now  come 
from  the  mafquerade ;  but  laft  night  faw 
the  *'  Siege  of  Damafcus,"*  and  had  the 
mordfication  to  hear  this  evening,  that  Mr. 
Hughes,  the  author  of  that  excellfsnt  tra- 
gedy, departed  this  life  within  a  few  hoyrs 

*  See  letters  pctoi*  Izxv  and  bcxxiii, 

sifter 


(    ixn    ) 

ftfjcer  hfsplay  was  a^fced  with  uaiverfal  ap« 
plaufe*  This,  melancholy  drcuooflance  re^^ 
called  into  my  thought  a  Ipecch.in  the  u^^ 
gcdy,  which  very  much  affeded  the  whole 
audience,  and  was  attended  to  with  the 
greateft  and  moft  fol^mn  inftance  of  appro- 
bation, ^h  awful  filence.  The  incidents  of 
the  play  plunge  an  heroic  charafkr  into 
the  laft  extremity ;  and  he  is  admbnifhed 
by  a  tyrant-commandcr  p  expcd  no  mercy, 
but  is  left  alone  to  cojifider  with  himfclf, 
whether,  he  will  comply  with  the  terms  iie 
pfFers  hiip,  to  wit,  chstt^ing  the  Chriftian 
religion  for  the  Mahometan  idolatry  *,  <>r 
die. 

The  words  with  whicl^  the  Turkifli  ge- 
neral makes  his  exit  frcfm  his  Jmfoner,  are, 

FariwcjU,  and  tUftkof  dMth« 

*  The  Mahometans  arp  Co  fat  from  bfing  liable  to 
the  charge  of  idolatry,  that  the  fird  and  fundamental 
principle  of  their  religion  is  the  Unity  of  God.  No 
fed  whatever  hare  a  greater  abhorrence  of  idolatry, 
than  the  difcipies  of  Mahomet.  This  is  evident  from 
^moll  every  page  of  the  Koran, 

Ufoa 
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Upon  which,  the  captive  breaks  into  the 
fbllowiog  foliloquy : 

,  F^rew«)1 1  s^4  ^^  ofdeatb ! — Wa^i  it  not  £>  ?    . 
Do  murderers  (ben  preach  morality  l-^ 
But  bo>v  to  think  of  what  the  living  know  not. 
And  fhe  dead  tanflot,  or  e!fe  may  i^ot  tell. 
What  aii'tliou,  Oahou  gr^at  niyllorious  terror ! 
Tfaeway  to  the^  W0  knowr ;  idireafes»  £imine» 
Swordi  %c»/an4  ^^  ^^V  ^^^^-op^Q  g^^y 
That,  day  and  ^ight,  fland  ready  to  receive  us. 
Bttt  what^s  beyond  ihem  ?  Who  will  d/aw  that  veil  ? 
Yet  death's  riot  there -^No,  'tis  a  point  of  time ; 
The  verge  'twiKt  Inortal  aud  immortal  being. 
It  oockl  Pai!.|hp9ght — Op  ihis  fide  all  is  life ; 
And  when  weSr& reach 'd  it,  ia  that. very  idUnt, 
'Tis  paft  the  thinking  of-*^  1  if  it  be 
The  pangs,  the  throes,  the  ;^niiing  ilniggle,     \ 
When  ibifl  and  body  part,  fiirc  I  have  felt  it. 
And  there's  m^  Ittore  to  fear;     .      .   •     ^ 

All  men  vrhoiiave  a  tafte  of  good  arts> 
will  lament  the  lofs  of  thU  gcntletitan  for 
his  admirable  performance-,  and  his  ac- 
quaintance will  not  take '^ it  ill,  that  fome- 
thing  is  Jhcre  faid  of  him,  by  one  who 
knew,  him  very  intiwttdly,  and  had  a  great 
rcfpeft  for  his  merit  and  virtue, 

I  can* 
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I  cannot,  in  the  firft  place,  but  felicitate 
a  death,  on  the  fame  evening  in  which  he 
had  received  and  merited  the  applaufc  of  his 
country,  for  a  great  and  good  aiftion.  His 
work  is  full  of  fuch  fentiments,  as  only  can 
give  comfort  in  the  laft  hour  -,  and,  I  am 
told,  he  ihewed  a  pleafurc  in  hearing  the 
labours,  which  he  fo  honeftly  and  virtu- 
oufly  intended,  had  met  with  a  fuitable 
fuccefs'*:  and  happy  was  the  man,  who, 
while  he  felt  himfelf  in  the  lowefl:  degree  of 
human  condition,  could,  at  die  fame  time, 
give  himfelf  the  fatisfadUon  that  he  was  in- 
fpiring  great  and  good  thoughts  in  a  whole 
people.  He  lay,  like  his  own  hero,  with 
the  arrow  in  his  fide,  but  would  not  pull  it 
and  let  out  life,  *till  he  had  performed  his 
courfe  of  virtue.  His  whole  life,  indeed, 
was  the  llate  of  his  dying  hero;  he  had,  in 
a  great  meafure,  the  dart  of  mortality  ever 

*  The  aothor  was  miiinronned  io  this  parltcnlv* 
for  Mr*  Hoghcs  had  then  laid  aiide  all  thoughti  of 
his  play,  and  compofed  himfelf  to  meet  death  with 
the  refolarion  and  dignity  becomiag  a  chriftian  ))hi- 
lofopher. 

fcftering 
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twice  inG»  p^y  to  idcach^o  tiie.<A3R^  froitfit. 
Mr.  Hughes  Q^\i\  bordty  e y/|p  I^  J&id  co^ 
hiM  et^oyed  healthri:  .faut  was^  in*  the.  very: 
bdl4>f;bi»^iS«;a  VdletiidlijMkriiuBi>  If  thofe 
who  are.4>sbag(0f  gsring  pr^ib  to^stny  tir-' 
toe,.  Without  extBfltiaidon>of  it,  fhouUI  £iy^. 
tbeo  Jiis  jTQuth  wfts  chaftiftd  into  theriarerky^ 
and  preierved  in  die  kmocence,  for  irfaidi  he 
Was^  oonipicueua^  from  thje  ifi&mity  of  his 
conftitution^  thtiy  will  be  under  new  diS* 
culty,  when  they  hear  that. he  hid  none  (if 
thofe  &ults^  to  whkh  ill  flbrte  of  health  (x^ 
diaarii^:  fobjeibi  the  peft  iof  mankind.    Hb^ 
incapacity;  ifor  mdre  frdtio  direrfions  never 
naad^  hidi  {yeevifli  or  four  to  thofe  whom  he^ 
faw  in  them  ;  but  his  humanity  was  fuch^; 
that  he  could  partake  and  (hare  thofe  plea- 
fureshe  bchdd  others  enjoy^  without  re- 
pining that  he  himfelf  could  not  join  in 
them.    No>  he  made  a  true  u^  (^  an  iU< 
conftituuon,  and  formed  his  mind  to  the 
living  under  ic$  with  as  much  fatisfadionas 
it  could  adn»t  ofi    Hi*  inoervali  of  eafe- 
Vere  employed  in  drawings  defigning;  ar 
VocL    '  d  clfe 
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clfe  in  fAufid  OP  poetry  ;  for  he  had  not  only 
a  talte,  but  an  ability  of  pecforniiance  to  a 
great  excellence,  in  thofe  arts  which  enter- 
tain the  mind  within  the  rules  of  thefevereft 
morality^  and  the  ftri6teft  diftatcs  of  rdi- 
gion.  He  did  not  feenfi  to  wxfli  for  more  - 
thaa  he  poflefled,  even*  as  to  health  %  but 
to  contemn  fenfuaiity  as  a  fober  man  does 
drunfccnnefs  j  he  was  fo  far  from  envying, 
that  he  pitied  the  joUiries  that  were  enjoyed- 
by"  a  more  happy  conftitution.  *  He  could; 
convcrfcwith  rfie  moft  fprightly,  without 
peevifhnefs  y  and  fickoef^  hfelf  had  no 
other  effedt  upon  him^  than  to  make  him 
loolcupon  allvioleht  pleafures  as  evils  he 
had  efcaped  without  the  trouble  of  avoi- 
ding.   .. 

Di*.  Sprat  finiflics  his  account  of  the  life 
and  writings  of  Mr.  Cowley  with  this  re- 
markable paragraph : 

^  This  founds  very  pretty  in  (pecol<tioii»  bat  i} 
too  refined  for  prndice,  Mr.  Haghes  never  pre- 
tended ta  be  a  Stoic. 

«  Perhaps,* 
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"  Perhaps,*'  fays  he,  ^^  it  may  be  judged, 
"  that  I  have  Ipent  too  many  words  on  a 
"  private  man  and  a  fcholar,  whofe  life  was 
**  not  remarkable  for  fuch  a  variety  of 
"  events,  as  are  wont  to  be  the  ornaments 
*'  of  this  kind  of  relations.  I  know  it  is 
"thecuftom  of  the  world  to  prefer  the 
''  pompous  hiflories  of  great  njien  before 
"  the  greateft  virtues  of  others,  whofe  lives 
^  have  been  led  in  a  courfe  Icfs  illv^ous. 
^^  This,  indeed,  is  the  general  humour. 
>*  But  r  believe  it  to  be  an  error  in  mens 
^'  judgments:  for  certainly,  that  is  a  more 
"  profitable  inftrudion  wl^ch  may  be  taken 
*Mrom  the  emimcnt  goodnefs  of  men  of 
"lower  rank,  than  that  which  we  learn 
^^  from  the  fplendid  reprefentation  of  the 
"  battles,  and  vii^toiies,  and  buUding^,  and 
."  fayings  of  great  conunanders  and  princes. 
^^  Such  fpecious  matters,  as  they  are  feldom 
"  delivered  with  fidelity,  fo  they  ferve  but 
*^  for  the  imitation  of  a  very  few,  and  rathor 
'*  make  for  the  c^ntation,  than  the  true 
**  information  of  human  life.  Whereas  it  is 
**  from  the  praftice  of  men  equal  to  our- 
d  ^  *'  fclve^j 
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^  fehres,  that  we  j^rc  more  nacurafiy  taught 
-*'  to  comooand  our  paffions,  to  direfi:  our 
^  knowledge,  and  to  govern  our  aftions.** 

I  am  very  glad  of  fo  great  an  autftority 
for  the  fupport  of  an  opinion,  which  I  hav^ 
always  had,  fincc  I  could  think  nt  all,  and 
tecciyedirom  the  great  writers  of  anuquity. 
That  we  are  to  undre&  men,  and  throw  off 
'the  mande  and  train  with  which  fortune  has 
doadied  ^m,  before  we  can  propel  them 
as  patterns  to  ourfelves,  or  truly  know  their 
|)rivatc  eharaftcn  But  wkhdut  thit  labour 
and  enquiiy^  thofe  wiu>  approach  <nir  oori- 
^ition  arc  immediate  objcfts  of  our  aj^ro- 
bacion  or  diflike ;  and  teach  us  in  a  nnore 
lively  manner  what  to  avoid,  or  purfue.  It 
is  therefore,  methinks,  an  injury  to  the 
great  merit  of  priviite  men,  that  writers, 
who  ftldon^  rife  above  that  d^;rec  (at  les^ft 
in  their  fortunes)  (houkl  proftitute  d^eir 
talents  in  adorning  thofe  only  among  the 
virtuous,  who  zxc  pc^Eblibrs  of  weaMi  an4 
yowtu 

The 
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Tlie  gBmldncui)  lo  t^^ak  «Hemoiy  t^ 
vent  ihk  paper,  may  *^  «ie  emulatiim  *«£ 

^ne  i  hiw  e^  fehdu^  Hfe  head,  iiMd, 
«T4feefire>  was  always  em{i3o}«d4hibriM!lftjiig 
woniKy  (mitfttioB;  his  peiy^I^  his  iMw*^ 
(ftrioKl  w  ins  pM,  each^  Wikii  In  nJbd 
in  a  mafterly  tnannc^»  WM-obrayiidtttftid 
to  nuie  and  entertain  his  own  miod,  or  that 
of  others,  to  a  more  chearful  profecodon 
of  what  was  noble  and  virtuous.  Peace  be 
with  thy  remains,  thou  amiable  fpirit !  But 
I  talk  in  the  language  of  our  weaknefs : 
That  is  flown  to  the  regions  of  day  and  im- 
mortality, and  relieved  from  the  painful 
ioJhlUDCQt  of  anguifh  and  forrow,  m  which» 
for  a  long  and  tedious  few  years,  he  panted^ 
though  with  a  lively  hope  for  his  prcfent 
condition.  ' 

With  this  humane  duty,  and  willing  ex- 
erciie  of  af&i£tion,  I  blot  out  the.  various 
images  of  antic  drefles,  gilded  fcenes,  an4 

^  The  author  means  the  bow  of  a  violiiT. 

giddy 
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gLdiy  crowds^  from  which  I  am  juft  re- 
turned,  and  whiich  were  hardly  fufficient  to 
divert  an  oppre^d  fpirit  from  its  private 
cares ;  but  they  ought  to  vanifh  at  the  re- 
flexion upon  a  feries  of  greater  weight  of 
forroWy  that  conftantly  loaded  the  example 
of  cbtarful  patience,  whom  I  have  here  en- 
deairoured  to  celebrate. 
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Page  2oS,  line  5,  for  **  be  taking/'  read  "  be  *  by'  taking" 

—  130,  —  the  laft,  for  «  davc/'  read «'  have". 

—  299>  —  5,  read  **  inadvertency". 
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Rc*:Mr.T«oiiAlSlrift  •  wMr.  BtNTt^y, 
bdokfdkr,  in  Cov<tot-giifderi. 

.    MR.BBNTLEY,    lloor-piriK<  teb.  14, 1694.$. 

\t  was  all  alm^  my  ddi^  to  commutu-' 
case  fir'WUfiaai  Tobj^'s  direftioii&  to.  you 
and  your  afibciatss,  but  I  was  wiffing  to  do 

•  Rcftor  of  Pattealiam  ts  Suriy,  dhupUn  to  fir 
Winiim  Temple*  and  firft  coufiii  to  the  celebnted 
dcu  of  St.  Patrick^H  being  the  only  (bo  of  his  uncle 
Thoma.  In  n  note  on  Swlft^i  «<  Sketch  of  hviWk 
«<  fwilyt**  Mr.Detnt  Swift,  the  editor,  fiiys^dknr(l& 
««  Mr.  TtaiM  Swift  wns  n  man  of  learning  iird: 
<<  nbilitiet*  b«t  being  bted  up,  like  hil  father  and 


Mr 

it  {o  cautioufly^  that  you  might  oot  puUifh 
Uii 


«*  grtndfatliery  witb  an  ablnrrenct  and  contempt  for 
**  all  paritaBieal  fe^aries,  continaed  redof  of  Put- 
y  t^ham,  i0itlio^Dy  die  1^  hopt  *  of  Hfiog  ki 
<*  tl^  chord)i»  for  t£e  (pace  of  tnreefcore  years,  and 
**  died  in  May,  1752,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age.'* 
He  miift  therefore  have  had  that  living,  (probably 
^^  by  fir  William  Temple's  in^reft^  it  not  being  far 
from  Moor-pttk)  ^ot  tUree^eah  bifore  this  letter 
was  written,  and  as  it  is  a  crown-living,  Mr.  Swift's 
j>refent^dd|  .to^if  tfftt%  afotfet  e)^(«to  ;to;li}s  «- 
lation,  Mryl^^ftneSwif^'t^'perfuaficm,  thatnofoli- 
**  uutiott  was  ever  made  to  the  crown  by  one  of  the 
**  name,  fro9i.thereftoratton  to  thisday.  foranythe 
^'  teatffk^W  Wh^oever,  (hatv^as  either  worthr'the 
*f  crown's  refofal,  or  any  of  the  family/s  aceeptande^ 
^«  fckcept,  ictJ*  'It  feems  fuTpHlitig  Aat  ttis^gen- 
ti^an;  atfd^he  Itftof  di^ltttnls  btagM^^,  flxould 
liavetak€ii'h4noti|9e\>ftl^  pther'faffily-conneftioa 
of  the  Swifts  with  fir  William  Temple,  as  it  ferves 
I  to  throw  ftill  farther  light  on  Dr.  Swift's  hr^  intro- 
I  dndion  into  fir  t^illlam  l^emple's  famity,  (the  chap* 
j  lain  being  re^or  of  Puttenham  in  i'692/che  ycsif  that 
t  hiskinfman  was  admitted' at  Oxford,)  and  pei'iiaps 
Any  in  fome  meafure  account  for  his  patitm  (then 
retired  fjiooi  tlic  world)  neglefting,  or  not  bding  able, 
'|o  prpcure  Engliih  preferment  tor  more'  thrfn  one  of 
the  8wifts/his  own' chaplain.    In  letter  xxxiy  of 

■     Svifift's 
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^Uy  <£  Di;i^n*  and  his  p^rty,  that  thcjr 
xnacJe  a  noif^,  ^(fth  my  patron- s.  nanic,  whil^ 
thQF,  iffRjf  a  Ti^ix  clear  contrary  t^  \^s  direc* 
ffifM^  and  yet  ffffp^dpd  th^t,  b^  wij;«  wWn 
it  m^i;iKrk  to  thcm^  &{:  he  did,  apt;  fo 
i»Hpha3r?a4djctf  ^  l.y^t  djjpij;  di; 

^]ffff>*s  *f  J^nrijalr  to  Stella^"  dateil  Nov.  7,  1711,  h^ 

Sys,  alluding  to  a  tbankfgxviiig-ieriiion  by  this  ao« 
lor;  ifyled  '^  Niiak's  Doye,''  <«  a  bookfdier  has  fc- 
««  piktftd  0^  aew'^tiltod  a  fermon  of  Tom  Swtft*i, 
^'  IinmAll^yM^  aad  puWOiet  an  a4«ertifimfiae» 
<^  Qdlpg.it  Dr.  Sf^B  ^tmon."  And  in  other  let- 
ten  he  fr^nently  mentionf,  that  **  the  loxid-trearurcr^ 
^<  when  he  1\ad  a  mind  to  vex  him,  would  call  him, 
^*  or  introduce  him  to  company  by  the  name  of.  Dr. 
<  Tbonas'  Smftji.'^  As  a  clue  to  thia  |eatoofy  or 
cUOtkf^  letk  b^tniiiBsibfr«ri»  ihaKDMn  S^Ut^  his 
^*  lit^jyasfbiKf^piifin/'  aa  the  dp^fkgltuhim,  af- 
(eded  0  be  thoi^ht  ^thor  of  the  ^<  Tale  of  a  Tub." 
See  a  letter  from  Swift  to  Ben  Tooke,  Ijfis  foookfeller, 
dated  June  29,  1710, in  vol.  xviiof  his  works, p.75. 

•  Joha  BvjKini  was  •  booUellfr  wW  failed  lo 
tfadf,  ayd  afteiti^s  turned  author.  Ife  unluckily 
*  fiuled'  (everi^  ^mes  in  his  new  prqft^on.  His 
principal  work  was  **  The  life  and  errors  of  John 
**  Dunton.*'  **  Granger's  biographical  hiftory  of 
^  Sogland/'  vel.isy  parta,  Pf4i6., 

B  9  regions. 
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^£Uons»  to  Mr.  Simpfon,  and  jdefutd  hin| 
to  endeavour  his  recepnpn  into  your  numr 
ber,  that  you  migt>t  print  his  introdufiipn, 
and  join  in  the  conimon  concern.  When  I 
was  ]n  ILondop  a  iecond  time,  I  aJked  him 
what  was  done  in  it  ?  He  (aid  that  he  had 
a)tenr»pted  it  by  a  tMrd  p^rfon^  and  th^(  (le 
found  fomc  of  you  were  aveiff  to  it,  havii^ 
made  pTOc^dings  already  aootjier  yay^  t 
was  once  or  twice  at  your  fboj^  W  fKH; 
finding  you  at  home,  my  own  byfineft  cal^ 
led  me  a^ay^  and  fo  put  a  ftop  to  this* 
But  lince  you  feem  $Icfiix)us  of  thf^  ^^V^"^ 
tipns,  I  will  give  them  joy^  ^  briej^y  as  I 
can.  If  you  do  follow  ^h^m,  I  w|l}  engs^ 
to  get  you  ^bfcriptioi|8  by  my  own  ac^ 
quaiptance  in  thefe  parts,  and  fir  William 
Temple's  dircftions,  an4  the  goodnefs  of 
the  method,  will  gpt  ypu  q[)ore/  Ifyopdq 
not,  I  (hall  d^fire  you  to  keep  the  direc* 
dons  private,  and  net  to  make  ufe  c$  fir 
William  Temple's  name.  He  is  of  opi- 
pion  th?it  the  bcft  and  readieft  way  to  com- 
pile a  gpod  General  Hiftory  of  England  will 
J)e  to  take  in  ^11  thofc  parts  of  it  which  have 
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idready  been  written  by  any  tipproved  aiK) 
cftccmed  authors^  and  to  write  noduhg 
new  befides  thofe  parts  which  have  not  yet 
been  touched  by  authors  of  name  and  dH- 
mation.  And  he  thinks  the  variety  of  the 
fevend  hands  and  ftyles  may  render  it  yet 
more  agreeable  to  the  Headers  than  if  it 
were  all  written  by  the  iame  pen  i  which 
would  perhaps  be  a  greater  undertakii^ 
thaniuiyman  believes,  before  he  engages 
in  fuch  an  attempt  Therefore  he  thinks^ 
that)  uha  the  end  of  the  introdudion^and 
William  the  Conqueror^s  reign^  the  lives 
of  Wilfiam  Rufus,  and  the  fucceeding  kings, 
to  the  end  of  Edwasd  III,  may  be  inferted 
as  they  are  written  by  Daniel  \  who  is  an 
author  of  good  judgpoient,  and  no  ill  ftyla 
He  thinks  he  has  leen,  many  years  agp,ths 
lift  of  Richard  II,  written  well,  and  by  a 
good  hand^  as  he  was  then  informed,  though 

^  Samnel  Dasfely  eiq;  the  moft  eninent  poet  sad 
Uflomn  of  bit  tune,  poet-Uureat  to  queeo  Elizabeth, 
and  afcerwardioae  of  the  grooms  of  the  privy-chaoi^ 
ker  to  the  qocen^confort  of  James  L  His  hxftoiy 
|rj|f  firft  paWllied  in  1613, 

ppUi|he4 
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iKtbliflied  ^thoitt  ai  oume*    Bitt  tl^is  wjU 

be  your  part  to,inC<H»n  ypiMft|«ea|i..wi4  if 

if  be  fp,  thui  ]tta|jr.fvoQee4  sifter  S4wiv4  UL 

T?he  Iwcs  of  Henry  ly,.  y,  ai«A  Yi,  miift 

«f  nfceffity  be  written  by  a.  npw  han4  a^cA 

will  <}eferv€  a  very  gopdone,.  fince^;  if  well 

golle6led  and  digeflpl^  thpugh  cue  of  cppv 

Oipn  auflxm^  d^^y  wiUcofnpf^fetbenpbleft 

]^  of  Urn  Hifto^  of  E^gland^.  v^^ieKr 

ihfk  may  fuccced  t;)3te  lives  o£Sd^W^iI^t 

Edward  V,  and  BichardUI*  wdtMii^  V  b9 

cemcmbersy  by  fir  Tbomas  Mone^  if  th^y 

aw  ftill  extant*.    And  if  ib,  k  wiU be  but 

yoS?cc  to  lus  nieoiory  ta  infert  tbfinx»  with/- 

out  any  alteration^  how  diffisrent  ibevet  his 

ftyle  and*  manner  of  writiag  may  b^  from 

whatisinufeatpidcnt.  The  fipie  hoooujr 

will  be  due  to  fir  Francis  Bacon's  Henry 

VII  f ,  whick  may  fuccced  the  otilec>  aod 

•  Sir  Thomas  More's  life  of  Edward  IV,  if  writ- 
tQQ»  kas  9ev«r  l^eeii  primed.  Hia  biftockft  of  Ed- 
ward IV  and  Richard  UI,  (the  latter  nn^iuihed) 
were  both  prioiipdft|«satcly»  .at  Loadon*  ia  1^5 1* 

t  Firft  pqUifhed  in  \6zzm 
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^tttiis  bUgKt't&'be^bHdg^ltlMilighlt^ 
will  require  a  <fety  jttdfi^ilKl  Kahd  to  dnlfe 
what  .part  may  be  leit,out»  without  injury 
"to  the  ftorjr.  Sir  John  ftaywar<fs-|*Edwatd 
Vi  may  follow  of  courfe,  but  may  like- 
wile  bear  fi>me  ^tidgmenc  ih  ibme  parts 

JCIS  TlCCCUUy* 

.  QttVi^.liSWy's  1^<^ <nay 'bedrawn  out  oiF 
tiolUniked,  who*  lived  itear  her-time^y  and 
is'fttore /p^rittSheftt,  6r  tef*  tedibiis,  in  thit 
life,  than  m^'anyftf  his  bttierd/This  may  bfe 

*  F2cftpiiUailied*tn  i,649» 

t  One  of  thriiifloriographeri  of  Chelfea-coHege, 
and  LU.  o.  Hit  '<  Life  and  rmgo  of  king  Edward 
««  yi>*  ^^  prinled  at  London  in  i6jo.  He  alio 
publilhed  tbe  **  Lives  of  the  three  Norman  kings  «f 
"  England/ William  I,  William  n,  Henry  I,"  and 
the  I'ft'pan  of  the  ^^  Life  and  reign  of  king  Hcntjr 
'«  lyn  0^  account  of  the  latter,  he  wai  imprifoned 
(in  1  j9^}  By  queen  Elizabeth, 

X  His  ^*  Chronicles'*  were'  fi'rft  publiflicd  in  1577. 
"  He  died,"  fays  bilhop  Tanner,  "  in  1580.'* 

followed 
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followed  by  Cftmcten^  Elizabeth  ^  wkich 
:$iaf  ooaclude  life  firft  volume  of  the  Gp^ 
nerd  HUlory  of  &)glaiKl  f  • 

.  *  This  claborit^  woric  was  bcg«bi»  at  die  iBftan^ 
•fiord  treifiircr  ttaoM^f  in  159'^  aail  printed  &i 

f  tlie  atbote  platf  ftnis  U  i^t  n^gTare  |ota« 
been  pnrfiied  in  the ''  Cooipleie  Hitofy  of  £agbnd»'* 
paUiflied  in  1706,  of  which  the  two  firft  volancs 
weie  comjnied  by  Mr*  Hughesf  who  nlib  wrme  die 
^  generil  piefiKc ;"  and  die  diiid  voluBe*  widi  a 
'*  partkttlar  piefiee/'  was  written  by  Dr.  (afiemaide 
bilhop)  Kennetf  a*  all  the  lives  above  fcoommended 
are  adopted,  with  thefc  excepuoni  only :  the  hiftory 
before  William  the  Conqneror  is  by  Milton ;  that  of 
WiUiam  I  (as  well  as  bir  ten  focceflbrs)  is  by  Mr. 
Daniel ;  the  leigns  of  Richard  II,  Henry  I V,  V, 
and  VI,  are  new-written  in  Mr.  Daniel's  method ; 
chat  of  Edward  IV  is  bf  William  [miijprinted  John] 
Habington,  efq;  Lond,  1640 1  the  life  of  lUchard 
HI  by  fir  Geotge  Buck,  (together  with  that  by  fir 
Thomas  More)  is  inferted,  iind  the  annals  of  queen 
Mary  are  tranfiatcd  from  bifhop  Godwin,  by  Mr. 
Hughes.  Excepdng  the  life  of  James  I,  by  Arthur 
Wilfon,  efq;  (firft  pnblilhed  in  1653)  all  die  fubfe- 
foent  lives  are  new*  written  by  Dr.  Kcnnet. 

Thus 
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llius  far  Sir  WUliam  Temple's  diredli* 
tM  go ;  and  Dunton's  fociety,  when  they 
<^uld  not  take  tbetn^  beCaiife  they  bad  not 
thofe  autbbrS  in  their  own  power  to  print, 
yet  when  I  was  in  townV  would  by  nd 
mtBXii  let  me  have  a  copy^  iinlefs  I  would 
promifc  never  io  communicate  them  td 
yofur  portyi  I  wifli  you  may  make  that 
advantage  of  tkdtk  which  the  odlers  are 
afraid  of,  by  following  (heir  dire£kions^ 
If  yoti  Aoi  no  man  will  pretend  to  equal 
yoii^  or  think  by  his  own  labour  to  furpafs 
fo  many  great  authors,  who  lived  bear  th^ 
reigns  which  they  write  of,  and  were  fome 
of  the  wifeftj  the  greate^  or  the  beft  ac-* 
quamted  with  affairs  of  any  in  their  own 
time.  But  if  you  pretend  to  make  molt  of 
your  hiflory  is  mvo^  it  Mdll  either  take  up 
many  years  doing,  or  will  prove  but  a 
feooad  edition  ofSrftifihard  Baker.  Some 
hand  of  note  wiil  tadke  up  the  fnethod 
wHch  you  flight,  and  then  a  mercenary 
pen  will  never  bear  a  fecond  impre^on. 
You  will  iindt  by  die  event,  that  I  guefs 
w^lL    I  wiih  you  a  great  deal  of  fuccefs^ 

Vol, I.    '  C)  and 


and  ihall  be  willing  to  fee  your  propofiils, 
if  you  fend  any  abroad. 

I  am  your  friend  and  fervant, 

THO.  SWIFT. 


LETTER   IL 
Mr,  John  Hughes  to  Mr.  Watts*. 

Deah  Sir,  ^   London,  May  30,  1696^ 

J.  HOUGH  nothing  could  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  me  than  your  laft  letter,  yet  I 
wiffi  you  had  employed  the  former  part  of 
it  on  a  better  fubjeft,  and  not  in  loading 
me  with  compliments  as  unexpedted  as  un- 

•  Afterwards  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Watts,  D.  D.  He 
was  at  this  time  itfident  with  his  father  at  South* 
anpton,  after  haiung  received  an  academical  cdaca- 
don  at  London,  under  the  tnition  of  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Thomas  Rowe.  Mr.  Watts  began  to  preach  in  1698, 
and  in  1702  fucceeded  Dr.  Ifaac  Chauncy,  in  his 
minifterial  office  at  London,  which  he  held  till  his 
death,  Nov.  25,  1748.  When  this  letter  was  writ- 
tea,  the  author's  age  was  18,  and  Mr.  Watts*s  21  • 

dcfervcd. 
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defcrvcd.  The  poifon  is  the  more  dan- 
gerous becaufe  the  lefs  fufpeded,  for  you 
have  ihown  fuch  an  extreme  addrefs,  that 
feeming^to  fay  litrie,  you  have  faiid  alL  I 
thought,  after  that  free  confeffion  I  have 
made,  your  firicndfliip  would  have  reftrai- 
ned  you  from  tempting  ray  vanity  with 
Aich  unneceflary  praifes  on  a  trifle  I  owned 
myfelf  too  much  inclined  to  be  fond  of$ 
nay,  to  deal  freely,  I  found  my  infirmity  at 
that  time  fo  prevailing,  that  I  could  hardly 
perfuade  m^clf  at  firft  that  you  compli- 
mented. But  I  will  leave  diis  lubjed, 
fince  to  be  over-obflanate  in  refufing  praife 
is  not  always  an  argument  of  modefty,  any 
more  than  a  man's  declaiming  againft  him- 
felf  in  company,  only  becaufe  he  would  be 
contradided,  I  give  you  many  thanks  for 
that  teftinK)ny  of  your  gratitude,  as  you 
are  plealed  to  call  it,  and  though  I  muft 
own  it  a  little  incorrefl:,  yet  you  may  be- 
lieve me,  if  I  tell  you  that  1  think  it  has 
f^me  beauties  which  deferve  a  particular 
admiration.  As  for  your  requeft,  that  I 
yrpuld  criticife  on  it,  I  hope  you  will  ex- 

C  2  Cufc 


^fe  n^t  when  I  l^ave  /declared  to  you^  ikmi  f 
have  oeitber  jifdgment  no^r  Ul-nature  enough 
for  fucfa  an  UDdtrtaking,  Perjbtaps  (qo  thefe 
{s  a  gram  of  polky  m  the  cafe^  and  |  zm 
uawillii^  tq  deftroy  the  good  ppiqion  you 
fe^m  to  h^ve  of  Qiy  abUideS|  by  pumng 
me  on  fsH^  an  aittempu  ]a  hopes  that  you 
will  not,  on  yo^r  p<?rt>  ficgl«^  ^  papcy 
cterefpolideDce  betiv^een  i|%  nor  fiail  to 
paake  m^  f  n  eicpeded  tetiftro^  I  here  fend 
ytm  ft)fiie  vetfes  that  were  wrhttn  fon»e 
time  9gq^  ^and  giyen,  together  with  a  drf^ 
itt^  tc^  a  lady  wht^  b  a  gre^t  adn^i]^  of 
^ofe  two  fiOerrarts.  I  flioufd  perhaps  dii^ 
fDover  toQ  nmck  of  my  yanity,  if  I  fliould 
teU  you^  that»  in  fotiieof  tl^e  Itnes^  I  have 
imitated  the  im&mpd^f^Q  WaHcr ;  but  n 
)ktle  aalmtofiy  yon  know,  is  neeefiiiry  to 
poets^  «nd  though  I  iw^c  ireafon  t^noi^  to 
fXpeck  the  iatee  (uccdfs^  tl^at  Horace  pr&r 
phefief  of  the  imitttors  t>f  Pindar,  yet  I 
have  fomeekxles  i)ben  inclined  tq  fs^ncy  the 
flefign,  and  focne  of  the  vbffe^  particular4 y 
fhe  ^  |aft^  not  sdtpgether  unlike  hna. 

•     •  VERSES 
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the  aathor)  of  Cvrip. 

When  genrimu  DUa  is  di^pnk^MmVd 
TUsgod,  sod  &n41]r€krpM  Urn  tote  fciMft, 
$0011  Uie  fly  pvchia  fiorm-d  her  icaider  hearty 
And  raopot  fla^s  difpcr^'d  thioagh  every  part* 
|o  Tain  ihe  ftroyp  (o  check  the  new-born  fire, 
Jt  fcomM  her  weak  eflayst  and  rok  the  higher: 
|a  vain  fiom  leafta  and  balb  relief  ihe  ibiight» 
The  Tropa  7011th  akme  eaipk>y*d  her  thoaght ; 
yet  fateapppt*d  hffp  narewarded  care^ 
^Ofjakeny  fcofa'4»  ^^  perilh'd  in  defpair* 

Ifo  hA  cimtt  Air  aympli*  yon  aeed  to  fear, 
Sadbi*  wiihoat  daiti»  alone  attend  him  here  ^ 
'fTeakaad  aaannM,  not  able  to  forprife. 
He  waits  for  io^uence  from  your  conquering  eyes^ 
Hearen  change  the  omen  then,  and  mi^  this  proif 
A  happy  prelude  fo  fuccr^bl  lofc } 


LETTER  IIL 
Mr*  HyGQ£$  to  Mr*  Watts* 

PEAR  SIR,  London  1697. 

1  CANNOT  eafily  figmfy  to  yw  with 
IV^t  etgo^ft  I  fqfitch  <;bis  ocpafion  of  ma- 
king 
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king  the  moft  unfeigned  acknowledgments, 
for  the  many  obligations  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  lay  upon  me  5  a  duty  which 
your  modefty  would  never  pernut  me  to 
do  in  your  prefence,  and  which  my  grati- 
tude, the  beft  quality  I  can  boaft,  will  not 
let  nie  omit,  now  I  have  you  at  this  advan- 
tage, 

I  know  you  are  In  pain,  for  fear  I  am 
preparing  for  you  a  banquet  of  your  own 
prailes,  a  food  which  mofi  other  people 
can  devour  very  heartily,  and  be  in  no  dan* 
ger  of  a  furfeit ;  and  had  I  any  quarrel 
ag^inft  you,  I  would  not  defire  a  better 
revenge,  and  yet  would  fay  nothing  that 
fliould  look  the  lead  like  flattery  -,  fo  that 
you  are  now  wholly  at  my  mercy,  and  in 
no  capacity  of  defending  yourfelf,  or  put- 
ting by  my  pafles ;  but  fince  you  cannot 
think  me  ignorant  of  what  is  fo  well 
known  to  ail  your  friends,  and  fince  too 
you  may  gather,  by  what  I  have  faid,  with 
ireference  to  one  perfedion,  your  modefty, 
how  well  I  am  acquainted  with  all  the 

reft. 
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reft,  I  will  take  pity  on  you^  and  forbear 
fo  agreeable  a  fubjedt.  See  here,  Sir,  what 
a  command  you  have  over  me,  when  I 
dare  not  fo  much  as  offer  you  your  own, 
left  I  difpleafe  you  ;  but  am  forced  to 
make  even  this  an  inftance  of  the  efteem  I 
have  for  you,  that  I  will  not  tell  you  how 
great  it  is.  I  give  you  many  thanks  for 
your  witty  and  diverting  kttcr  ;  you  need 
not  have  ufed  arguments  to  perfuade  me 
that  the  charaftcrs  you  have  drawn  in  it  are 
true  copies  of  nature,  for  in  requital  I  could 
iend  you  fome  of  another  hue,  that  have 
fallen  within  the  circle  of  my  obfervation, 
monflers  fo  hideous  and  deformed,  that, 
drawn  by  a  poet,  they  would  be  thought  no 
lefs  extravagant  than  the  thunder-defying 
hero  *  of  Statius  before  the  walls  of  The- 
bes. Fools  indeed  (of  whom  you  com- 
plain) arc  a  very  troublefome  fort  of  in- 
fers 5  but  they  only  buzz  about  your  ears, 
and  never  bite  deep ;  the  villain  is  the  beafl: 
of  prey,  that  leaps  upon  you  from  his  den, 
;|nd  tears  you  in  pieces.  Thefe  are  the 
*  Capanenf* 

proper 


C  «6  1 

propei*  objedts  of  rage,  die  othef  s  of  con* 
tempt;  and  this  [Perhaps  makes  the  dilTe- 
tence  between  the  fatireS  of  Horac6  and 
Juvenal,  for  the  firft  bf  themi  only  rallies^ 
but  the  latter  declainis.  Do  you  think  you 
could  poflefs  your  foul  in  patience,  if  yop 
tad  to  do  with  aiellow,  who,  under  the 
veil  of  a  mod  unfufpeded  afl^ion,  ihould 
be  carrying  on  a  plot  for  your  ruin  ?  Who 
ihould  make  ufe  of  all  the  moft  endearing 
tSts  of  friendlhip,  only  to  caft  a  blind  be- 
fore yotfr  eyes,  and  procure  all  opportu- 
nities to  make  ytm  a  facrifice  to  bis  initereft 
cr  revenge  ?  The  footpad,  Hke  an  honcft 
rogue,  bluntly  bidaf  you-^"  Stand  and'de<^ 
**  liver  !**  but  fonde  there  are  who  wiH  ca* 
refs  and  embrace  you,  whilft  their  thou^ts 
are  employed  to  fwallow  down  your  efhte, 
if  not  cut  your  throat ;  and,  if  they  do  it 
but  cleverly,  and  with  fome  addrefs,  fo 
as  not  to  fall  within  the  letter  of  the  law, 
diey  wipe  their  mouths  and  pronounce 
themfelves  harmlefs ; — ^^  O  villain !  vil- 
^  lain!  fmiling  villain  !"— Think  not  that 
I  am  WTiting  at  random,  for  I  affure  you, 

I  have 


r 
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1  have  an  ori^nal  in  my  eye^  after  which 
I  make  this  pifture :  innumerable  others 
there  are  of  die  fame  black  lift,  but  wkh 
different  degrees  of  deformity :  to  be  par- 
ticular, there  is  the  phyfician,  who  purges 
you  into  a  fkeleton  with  his  pDifonous 
dofes^  and  calcBlates  the  dme  of  your  cure 
by  the  number  of  his  fees;  the  man  of  fta- 
tutes  and  reports^  who  praftifes  on  your 
eftate  as  dbe  other  ^>cs  on  your  health  ;--^ 

Sir,  quothtbe  liwyer.  not  to  latter  yCp 
Yon  have  as  good  and  fair  a  battery 
As  heart  can  wifh^  and  need  not  fiuun^ 
•  The  proiTdeft  man  alite  to  claim^ 
For  if  it  be  fe  as  yott  fay> 
Marry,  ^mih  1,  you've  got  the  da^  t 

HmliirMs. 

And  yet,  perhaps/ as  foon  as  yoii  are 
gone,  he  takes  gold  of  your  adverfary  to 
betray  your  caiife.  There  are  your  ftatef- 
men  tOQ,  who  live  like  ^eas  by  fucking  the 
blood  of  the  body  politic :  and  here  indeed 
the  ftreams  of  corruption,  that  run  through 
all  our  public  officer,  were  a  large  field  for 

VoL.1.  B  C^^> 
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fatire ;  for  if  all  be  true  that  an  honef!  hcid 
fellow  tells  OS  in  a  hte  pamphlet,  I  do  nor 
believe  Rome  was  worfe,  when  Jugurthsi 
faid,  that  •*  the  city  itfelf  would  be  fct  to 
*•  fale,  could  they  hear  of  a  purchafer.**  It 
were  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  particular 
fpeqies  of  rogues ;  both  court  and  camp 
are  filled  with  them,  and  at  the  Exchange 
every  day  at  two  you  may  meet  them  in 
fwarms.  In  fhort,  to  fay  no  more,  'tis  a 
fooliih  and  villainous  world,  and  fo  let  us 
rub  through  it  as  well  as  we  can,  remem- 
bering only,  that  fome  degrees  of  compli* 
ance  are  requifite  to  carry  us  on  fmoothIy<^ 
There  is  an  honeft  (brt  of  faypocriiy,  that 
is  the  allowed  language  of  all  mankind,  and 
this  is  no  other  than  a  general  courtefy  of 
behaviour,  which  will  not  fufier  us  to  fpeak 
truth  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places.  There- 
fore we  muft  not  be  more  honeft  than 
wife,  unlefs  we  are  willing  to  be  kicked 
about  the  world  like  foot-balk,  that  are 
fuflTered  to  ftay  with  nobody.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  think  myfelf  happy  in  one  whom  I 

dare 
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dare  call  my  friend,  as  I  hope  you  will  be- 
tiere^  c^  the  other  hand,  that  I  am 

yours  fincerely,  and  without  referve, 

J.  H- 


L  E  T  T  ^  R    ly. 
Mr,  Hughes  to  Mr.  Samubl  Say  *. 

DEAR  MIL  say;  J/O^don,  N<Mr.  6,  1697. 

JL  MUST  copfeg  tha,t  I  took  it  fixnewhat 
unkindly  tp  \fc  fo  long  ne^eded  by  an  in- 

*  This  g(»tlanaflt  (then  refident  ttX  Lymtnge  in 
Kent*)  after  having  been  fome  years  paftor  of  a  di{« 
Andng  congregation  at  Ipfwich,  focceeded  Dn  Ca- 
lamy  in  Weftminfter^  in  the  year  1733.  Soon  after 
Ilia  death,  yrhich  happened  April  i^,  1743*  feveral  of 
his  poeins,  and  two  eSkjB  in  profe,  were  publiihed  in 
one  volome  ^aarto^  by  fubfcriptiop.  The  latter,  one 
of  which  is  <<  09  the  harmony,  variety,  and  power 
.<<  of  npinbert  in  general^^  and  the  other  <<  on  thofe 
**  ofParadife  j^ft  in  particnUr/*  have  been  much 
admired  by  perfiuis  of  tafte  and  jadgment.  His  only 
daoghter  u  married  to  Mr.  Toms,  a  di£enting  mi- 
pi^cr  at  i^adleigh  in  SufFolk. 

pa  timatc 
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timate  friend^  and  one  for  whom  I  always 
had  a  more  than  ordinary  cftccm  •,  but  it  is 
i^ot  fo  enormous  a  crime  but  I  can  pardon 
you  on  condition  that  you  will  fland  bound 
to  your  good  behaviour  for  the  future.  And 
now  perhaps  by  the  date  of  mine  you  will 
think  thai;  I  defign  (o  t>e  pven  wfth  you ;  I 
hope  that  conjedure  will  vanilh,  when  I 
tell  yop  that  I  came  laft  week  out  of  the 
country.    But,  ceremony  apart,  I  give  you 
my  hearty  thanks  for  yoyr  i^gefiioiis  para<^ 
phrafe,  in  which  you  have  fo  g^neroufly 
refcued  the  noble  pfalmift  out  of  the  but- 
cherly hands  of  Hopkins  and  Sternhold. 
Yet  at  the  fame  time  you  have  drawn  a  bill 
uppn  n)e,  which  1  fe^  I  miifl:  be  forced  tp 
pay  as  they  do  cxcbequcr-potcs,  yhat  is,  at 
fo  much  djifcount.  However,  I  hope  I  have 
to  do  with  a  merciful  creditor,  who  will  be 
willing  to  compound  the  debt ;  and  for  the 
poin,  1  afliirc  you  'tis  the  very  choiccft  of 
my  bags.  To  leave  thb  metaphpric^  {train, 
you  have  here  fomething  *  in  imitation  of 

*  Horace,  book  i»  ode  2z.    See  it  in  Mr.  Hughoi't 
H  poems/'  vol.  i,  !>•  113* 

■  r^         ■        '  ^ 
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an  audior  ynxh  whom  I  am  endeavouring 
daily  to  grow  more  acqusunted ;  and  I  can^ 
not,  without  ingratitude,  omit  this  occafion 
g[  owning,  that,  if  I  have  yet  attained  any 
true  tafte  of  him,  it  is  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  your  judicious  converfation,  of 
which  I  am  now  fo  mihappily  deprived. 
Such  as  it  is,  the  ode  is  yours,  for  I  tranf* 
lated  it  purpofely  for  your  fake,  and  I  have 
had  fuch  a  refpecl  to  your  judgment,  that 
I  have  omitted  no  care  to  make  it  as  per-- 
.  fe&  as  I  am  able,  and  I  am  fure  you  cannot 
in  reafoQ  e^pe£t  more  from  me.  I  fliould  be 
very  glad  if  in  your  next  you  will  tell  me 
the  faults  I  have  committed,  for  it  is  the 
firfl  time  I  have  attempted  the  Pindarical 
way.  Mii^e  not  this  for  a  compliment, 
for  as  you  are  one  pn  yrhofe  judgment  I  c^ 
rely,  fo  I  declare  to  you  that  you  cannot  do 
me  a  more  friendly  office.  Amalafbnt  *  is 
not  yet  upon  the  ftage,  but  I  fuppofe  will 
be  this  winter  >  I  am  glad  you  continue  to 

^  Qaeen  of  theijoths,  a  tragedf,  ftill  in  manqh 
|cript|  written  by  Mr.Hughet^  it  the  age  of  19. 

*    '    *  *  think 
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think  io  &mvnb\f  of  it,  I  idean  with  re- 
ifedi  w  its  morals^  for  I  am  dearly  of 
Monf.  Rapto's  <^inicm,  that  ^^  the  reputa^ 
^  tion  of  being  an  faoneft  man  is  to  be  pre* 
**  ferred  to  that  of  a  good  ppet.'*  I  am, 
Str>  your  real  friend 

and  humble  iervant, 

J.  HUGHES, 


*L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

Mr.  Say  to  Mr.  Hctghes. 

On  tkc  publication  of  the  "  Court  of 

^Neptune"*. 

BEAR  SIR»  J^.  1 1>  1699. 

.X  AM  pleafed  to  find  that  you  always 
make  choice  of  worthy  ob^eds  for  ycyur 

*  TUt  poem»  wUch  ia  addrefled  to  Charles  Moo- 
tag«»  efq;  (tfterwards  lord  i)a)i&x,)  was  written  oa 
ktag  William's  return  from  Holland  two  years  after 
the  peace  of  RyTwick,  Though  it  was,  at  the  time» 
modi  admired  for  the  verfificatioo,  the  mufical  flow 
'    •      '—•••••  rf 


flhile^  tnd  tdke  it  as  an  omen  of  fomething 
greater  to  follow.  Virgil,  in  his  Bucolics, 
preluded  to  his  ^neid,  and  firft  fung  the 
praifes  ^  Augustus  m  eclogues,  or  copies 
of  vcrfcs,  before  he  attempted  an  hettxc 
poeoL.  I  am  ikisfied  by  this  fpecimen, 
that  you  will  never  defcend  into  the  rank 
of  diofe  little  fouls,  who  make  it  their  bu* 
fineib  only  to  pleaib,  and  have  no  other 
way  to  do  that,  but  by  flattering  men  in 
their  vices  and  immoralities.  Virtue,  I  am 
lure,  is  moft  for  the  intereft  of  mankind, 
and  thole  poets  have  ever  obtained  the  moil 
honour  in  the  world,  who  have  made  that 
the  end  and  defign  of  their  works*  Awaa- 
Con  Sappho,  or  Anacreon,  among  the  anci- 
ents, never  had  the  lame  applaufe  as  a 
Pindar  or  Alcaeus ;  nor,  in  the  judgment 
of  Horace,  did  they  deferve  it.  In  the 
opinion  of  all  pofterity,  a  lewd  and  de- 
Jt^uched  Ovid  did  juftly  fubmit  to  the 

of  the  anmben  k  iu  leail  praife  ;  it  rather  deferves 

to  be  vaincd  for  tke  propriety  aiid  boldnefs  of  the 

£giifc$  and  loecaphort,  and  the  delightfol  machiaery. 

Fxcface  to  Mr.  Hoghes'j  **  poems^**  p,  vu 

worth 
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iTOfth  of  a  Virgil;  and  in  ftitiife  age*^  a 
Drydcn  will  never  be  compared  to  a  Milton. 
In  all  times  and  in  all  places  of  the  world, 
the  moral  poets  have  been  ever  the  greatefty 
and  as  much  fuperior  to  others  in  wit,  as 
4n  virtue*  Nor  does  this  feem  difficult  to 
be  accounted  for^  lince  the  digmty  of  their 
(iibje£b  naturally  raifed  their  ideas,  and 
l^ve  a  grandeur  to  their  fentiments.— — 

S.  SAY. 


LETTER    VL 

Mr.  Hughes  to  Jonathak  Smith,  Efij*,* 

DEAR  SIR»  London,  Jane  19,  1702. 

X  AM  extremely  concerned  to  hear  of  the 
unfortunate  accident  that  has  befallen  you  ^; 

*  Of  Ince  Grice,  (now  called  Ingrefs)  near  Green* 
tithe,  Kent. 

f  Mr.  Smith  had  joft  broken  hii  leg  by  a  fall- from 
bis  horfe.  Some  verfet  on  his  marriage,  in  1708, 
nxe  added  in  the  ^  appendix.'* 

for 
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for  I  can  tridy  fay,  and  hope  to  be  b^lievccJ^ 
that,  next  to  your  relations,  I  do  not  think 
you  have  any  friend  who  is  more  fincerely 
hitcrrfled  for  your  welfare  than  myfelf; 
Misforttmes  of  this  nature  will  fotnetimes 
happen  iA  Ipite  of  the  greateft  care  in  the 
World ;  Mti  when  they  do,-  it  is  the  greateft 
happinefs  to  be  well  sfrmed  with  patience,' 
and  to  be  able  (as  all  wife  men  are)  fbme 
way  or  otlier  to  nfiake  our  advantage  of 
them:  stnd  though  it  is  ex{)erience  pur- 
chafed  at  a  very  dear  rate,  yet  when  a  manf 
has  paid  the  price  for  it,  it  Would  be'  very 
hard  if  he  ftiould  not  gam  ftmething  at 
leaft.  Knowledge  and  wifdom  are  proper- 
ly enough  faid  to  be  often  born  of  affliftion,- 
an  offspring  painful  in  the  birth,  but  of  the 
moft  valuable  pofleffion.  Indeed  the  rc?a- 
fonings  of  philofophers  and  divines  are  very 
idli  to  one  who  is  in  the  extremity  of  pain : 
but  when  he  is  come  to  hirfrfelf,  and  at  Ici- 
fiire  for  rdledion,  fuch  fevere  admonitions 
as  yours  was,  db  of  themfelve^  preach  to 
hiiriy  and  offer  him  rules  of  prudence :  they 
Squire  him  to  ufe  caution  agjunft  all  fech 
Vol.  I.  E  i"^ 
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ills  as  may  be  avoided,  and  to  be  prepared 
againft  fuch  as  cannot.  They  teach  him  to 
value  himielf  aright ;«.  and  fnice  ha  finds 
his  body  fubjeft  to  a  thoufand  accidents,  to 
turn  his  care  rather  to  the  nobk  entertain- 
ment and  improvement  of  his  mind;  to  puN 
fue  the  pleafures  of  a  rational  being,  which 
confift  in  wildom,  virtue,  and  good  fenfe^ 
an>l  to  ftand  up  with  brs(very  and  refolution^ 
and  answer  the  great  end  of  his  creation. 
All  this  may  be  done  without  a  man's  tur- 
ning hermit^  or  forfwearing  his  innocent 
pleafures  or  diverfions^  without  foriaking 
company,  or,  when  he  is  in  k,  appearing 
morofe  or  prccife.  It  will  not  make  him 
awkward,  unfafhionable,  or  ftiff:  on  the 
contrary,  it  will  accomplifli  him,  and  niake 
him  pcdite ;  and  I  will  venture  to  fay^  that 
it  will  not  only  make  hima  better  man,  but 
a  finer  gientleman  too.  I  find.  Sir,  that  X 
am  betrayed  into  a  long  letter  before  I  was 
aware:  perhaps  I  have  been  too  officious 
and  talkative ;  but  you  will  pardon  me, 
llnoe  I  have  been  only  repreienting  to  you 
what  I  fuppofe  may  have  been  your  own 

thoughts 
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thou^its  on  this  occafion.  I  am  very  glad 
to  undeiifamd  that  you  are  in  a  good  wa^ 
xjf  rccovoy :  I  hoped  to  haye  been  with 
you  bcfot!^  this  time,  b|it  I  ha^e  chains 
that  hold  me  here  ftill,  and  will  not  be 
broken.  As  ibpn  as  I  can  poffibly  get  free, 
I  will  hafben  de^nfn  U)  yx)p,  with  eagpmds 
^md  afiedion,  to  pay  the  acknowledgments 
9f^  Sir, 

ypurs,  &c,    • 

JPHN  HUGHES. 


*L  ET  T  E  R    Va 

Mr.  HtJGHES  to  Mf.  Say. 
SIR,  December  26,  1702. 

JL  HAVE  indofed  what  I  mentioned  to 
you  when  I  law  you  laift.  That  incom- 
{>arable  ode  which  Horaq^  has  addi^AM  to  * 
}m  friend  Groiphus,  I  have  chpfeo  to  pre* 
ient  to  one  of  the  beft  of  my  friends,  in  as 
jgoofi  an  Englifli  drdk  as  I  am  capable  of 
E?    *  giving 
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^ving  it  ^.    The  original  is  one  of  thofo 
pieces,  in  which  Horace  has  (hewn  himfelf 
fo  great  a  matter  of  human  life,  and  given 
us  at  once  a  view  of  his  good  fenfe  and 
good  humour.     And  this  addrcfs  is  ufual 
to  hin)  i  for  in  the  graveft  of  his  odes  he 
does  not  feem  to  make  his  remarks  on  life 
like  a  pedant,  to  give  you  a  diftafte  to  it, 
or  to  fright  you  from  pleafure,  but  to  in- 
vite you  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  it  -,  and 
thus  far  he  was  certainly  right,  though  in 
the  choice  of  his  pleafures  he  was  often  ir- 
regular.   In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
relpefts,  his  moral  odes  are  greatly  fuperior 
to  the  choruffes  in  Seneca*s  tragedies ;  for, 
in  the  firft,  you  have  the  free  and  unafFefted 
morality  of  a  gentleman,  but  in  the  latter 
tJie  fplenetic  airof  afevere  Stoic.  This  ode 
has  been  tranflated  before,  more  than  once ; 
but  whether  well  or  ill,  let  others  judge; 
I  fhall  only  fay,  that  I  have  fcen  very  few 
tranflations  of  Horace  that  pleafe  me  •,  for 
moft  have  copied  only  his  thoughts,  with- 

•  Sec  it  in  Mr,  Haghe&'s  «« poems,"  vol.  i,  p.  1 16. 

oyt 


C  «9  3 

out  any  of  his  dkStion,  which  is  his  princi^ 
pal  beauty :  'as  that  vivacity  in  his  ftylc, 
and  particularly  in  his  epithets,  which  Pe- 
tronius  Arbiter  calls  a  curiefafelicitas\  and 
in  which  no  man  ever  (in  my  opinion)  to- 
fembled  him  fo  much  as  Petronius  himfelf, 
whofe  piofe  is  as  inimitable  as  Horace's 
poetry.  Indeed  in  the  dme  of  pope  Urban 
VIII  (who  was  a  poet  himfelf )  Cafimire,  a 
Polander  ajid  a  Jefuit,  wrote  fcveral  odes 
in  imitatbn  of  Horace,  in  which  there  ap- 
pears a  gtxxi  genius  $  but  his  Latin  is  not 
pure  \  and  bcQdes  the  difadvantages  of  a 
dead  language,  he  is  defe£tive  in  judgment, 
and  his  faacy  is  not  well-governed.  Thofe 
who  have  fucceeded  beft  in  their  attempts  on 
Horace  in  Englifh^  have  chofen  the  way  of 
paraphrafe  as  the  molt  proper,  for  his  fenle 
is  clofe*  wrought,  and  would  appear  ftiiF 
and  obfcure  in  a  literal  tranfladon  (if  fuch 

•  This  expreffion  (however  cflebnted)  isfareija 
ytry  ttodaffical  inverfion,  for  it  ooghc  to  have  been 
called  the  "  happy  carcfulncfs"  of  Hocace,  rather  thaii 
I)js  *'  careful  happinefs/' 

Wartoo*8  Effay  on  Pope,  p.  175. 
a  on« 
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4  one  eouI4 1»  mack)  aod  dme  b»  xnuiy 
gcxxl  faints  in  iitm  wxth  the  purfiiing. 
None  have  pretcBjtkd  <o  copy  his  numbers  i 
for  tiie  Piftdfttic,  which  feems  the  fitteft  for 
138,  aivl  gives  us  a  greater  liberty  and  va^ 
riety,  does  tioc  an^er  the  Latin  meafures. 
Yet  I  temember,  I  once  iaw  an  attempt  to 
write  Englifh  Sapphics,  (but  it  was  never 
|>rintedO  and  fir  Ph)l^>  Sidney  has  coippofed 
iienoieters,  and  odier  vtr&s,  after  the 
Lattft  meafiire,  but  they  are  uniwdiral  lo 
oiir  language;  for  this  leafon  chiefly,  be* 
caufe  tine  abound  fo  nauch  in  moiiofyUahles. 
Xhe  3apphic  nKafuie  is  indeed  very  muli*' 
caU  and  what  Horace  feen^s  beft  to  have 
pra&ifed,  but  it  feems  too  foft,  and  £t  only 
to  be  empbyed  on  love;,  and  pleafanc  eafy 
futgeOs  *,  it  ^  too  much  oonfined^  like  the 
ufual  meafure  of  our  fongs  i  and  the  lofty 
&nfe  of  fonie  of  his  odes  (o^s  above  it* 
Our  Englifli  Pindaric  is  undoubtedly  n>ore 
majeftic,  and  the  various  length  and  fliort* 
nefs  of  the  lines,  as  well  as  the  miicturc  and 
returns  of  the  rhyme,  well-chofcni  and 
therefore,  as  {  fyid  before,  it  ^s  the  moft 

propef 
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proper  fyr  fuch  odes  as  have  any  thing  df 
the  fublime  in  them.  I  wonder  Horace 
did  not  introduce  fooiething  like  it  into  his 
language^  being  fo  great  an  admirer  of 
Pindar,  and  bavmg,  in  other  rtfpc&s,  imu 
tated  him  ib  finely,  notwithftanding  hi&de^ 
claration,  (Pindarum  quifquis^  &c«)  that 
Pindar  was  inimitable ;  in  which  ode  he 
commends  him  in  thefe  words  j 

Lamrei  dmumdns  ApolliMmrif 
Stu  fir  «mdmct9  mva  ditbyrmihu 
FirbaitvhnU  9ummfy/t$  fettut 

Lepfibttis.  Lib*  iv,  ode  t. 

Thus  tranflated  by  Mr*  Cowley, 

So  Piodar  does  new  words  and  figures  roU 
Down  his  impeittoas  dttk^rambtc  tide. 
Which  ia  no  chaanel  de^ns  t'  aMde» 
Which  neither  banks  nor  djrfcef  controiil. 

But  this  does  not  {mfwer  to  the  mmerh  kgt 
folutisj  by  which  Horace  means  only,  that 
Pindar's  numbers  were  unlimited,  and  not 
confined  to  any  fee  meafiirc,  in  thoie  odes 

that 
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that  were  called  dithyrambic,  which  had 
the  moft  heat  and  fury,  being  firft  invented 
in  honour  of  Bacchus.  And^  methinksy 
Horace  ftiighc  fometimes  have  attempted 
this  dithyrambic  meafure,  efpeciaily  in  that 
ode,  ^0  me  Baccbtj  rapis^  &c.' 

But  to  return  to  the  ode  which  I  have 
here  endeavoured  to  imitate :  I  have  taken 
a  liberty  in  the  paraphrafc ;  the  firft  ftanza 
is  added,  and  a  fimile  or  two ;  but  nothing 
more  than  what  is  agreeable  to  Ms  fenfe,^ 
and  what  I  thought  would  maki'  him  ap- 

*  pear  to  the  beft  advantage.  Such  as  it  is. 
Sir,  I  fubmit  it  entirely  to  your  judgment, 
fmce  it  was  firft  attempted  for  your  plea- 
fure.  'Tis  upon  an  agreeable  fubjeft, 
"  tranquillity*' J  and  if  it  fails  giving  you 
any  entertainment,  I  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge it  to  be  my  own  fault ;  for  I  know 
you  to  be  mafter  of  fo  much  fenfe,  fogood 
a  tafte,  and  fuch  juft  notions  of  human  lift, 
that,  I  am  fure,  Horace  muft  pleafe  you,  if 
he  be  not  murdertd  m  an  ill  tranflation* 

*  You  may  perceive,  Sir,  that  as  I  cannot 

think, 
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think  die  time  long  which  I  fpebd  in  your 
company,  fi>  xieidier  can  I  think  a  letter 
long  whidi  I  am  writing  to  you ;  but  I 
may  be  tempted  to.  trdjpals  upon  you  in 
one^  as  wfeU  as  the  other,;  dierefore  I  will 
do,  as  perfons  fliould  after  a  .tedious  vifit, 
xxk  a  ihbrt  ceremcmy,  and  withdraw. 
I  am,  ^f  your  very  humble  iisryanf^ 

J.  HUGHES, 


LETTER   VIII 
Mr.  Hughes  to  the  Countefs  Dowager  of 

DONSOALL'*^. 


MADAM, 


I 


SHOULD  haye  ventured  to  write  to 
your  lad3rihip  fooner^  to  exprefs  my  con* 

*  This  lady  (the  only  daoghter  and  ^irefs  of 
Jolia  Itcliingham,  of  Danbrody  in  the  comity  of 
Wexford,  efq;  who  was  firft  married  to  Arthur,  feeond 
earl  of  DonegiA,  and  who  was  now  the  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Rooth,  efip  of  Bpfom)  had  jaft  loft  three  of  her 
p  pandr 


t    54    ] 

ccTa  for  the  melancholy  occafion  6(  thUj 
and  I  believe,  many  other  letters^  if  I  had 
not  been  fearful  of  increafing  your  trouble, 
and  thought  it  gresiter  refpedt  to  forbear 
while  it  was  hew.  Yet  though  I  have  had 
much  9M£d(ma£  my  oiwn,  by  my  father's 
having  been  dangeroufly  ill  above  three 
weeks^  and  continuing  yet  very  weak,  I 
have  not  been  without  a  juft  fenfe  of  your 
ladylhip's,  who,  by  your  exceeding  good- 
nefs  to  others,  are  entitled  to  all  the  re- 
turns of  fympathy. they  can  exprefs;  and 
I  am  fure,  I  ihall  always  think  myfelf 
concerned  for  whatever  befalls  a  family  for 
which  I  have  a. very  great  honour,  though 
a  ftranger  to  that  part  of  it  in  which  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  make  fo  fad  a  i^reach.  It 
would  be  a  very  great  fatisfaftion  to  me,  if 
I  thought  that  any  thtug  I.  could  offer, 

grand  children,  ladies  Jane,  Francei.  and  Henrietta 
ChicheOer,;  by  a  fire  at  Belfaft  in  Ireland.  She  ton* 
flantly  kept  two  anniverfary  fa^  ;  the  one  on  the 
day  whfR  this  palamity  happened ;  the  other  on  the 
d^  when  her  firft  hufband  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of 
Baretloaa.    Her  lady  (hip  died  in  1743* 

joined 
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joiced  with  the  better  affiilance  of  thofe 
who  are  more- capable^  coudd  afford  jour, 
ladylhtp  any  coniblation  lo  your  forrow ; 
which,  jdiough  it  has  a  v^y  ^eat  €aufe» 
might  have  been  much  more  a^ravated, 
tf  Providence  haid  not  in  mercy  fpared  mori^ 
than  half  the  family  ^  to  be  remaining 
comforts.  '  And  though  I  am  very  fenfible 
of  how  little  force  re^n  is  againfl  the  fen- 
timents  of  nature,  yet  .your  ladyfliip  is  fo 
good  a  chrifiian  as  to  be  capable  of  a  better 
aid  from  that  excellent  religion^  whofepecu* 
liar  privilege  it  is  to  afford  a  fovereign  reme- 
dy for  the  worft  of  .evils  by  the  principle  it 
teaches,  that  all  events  are  ordered  by  a 
wife  and  good  Being,  who  always  knows 
and  intends  what  is  beft  for  us,  and  will 
make  every  thing  promote  it,  if  we  are 
not  wanting  to  ourfelves.  '  And  fince  we 
are  not  left  to  chance,  and  know  that  the 
author  of  our  lives  has  made  them  equally 
liable  to  outward  accidents  as  to  inward 
difeafes  and  decays,  and  that  he  has  a  ri^ht 

*  Tbe  earl  had  two  fbna  and  two  daughters  left. 

F2  to 
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to  take  back  What  he  gave,  in  ftich  a  man- 
ner 33  he  thmks  fit^  I  fubmit  it  to  your 
ladyihip's  cx>nfideration9  whether  ai)y  fort 
of  death,  how  extraordinary  fpeyer,  can  be 
properly  called  unnatural,  or  any  life  faid 
to  be  cut  Ihort  which  has  meafured  its  ap- 
pointed length ;  and  infinite  wifdonx  only 
knows  whether  the  continuance,  of  our 
friends  lives  would  always  prove  for  their 
or  our  happinefs^  even  when  we  moit  paf- 
fionately  defire  it. 

This  I  could  not  but  mention,  and  if 
your  ladyfhip  is  not  partial  to  your  grief, 
you  will  attend  to  thefe  arguments  of  re- 
fignation,  with  which  your  own  mind  can 
better  furniih  you  than  what  I,  can  write. 
I  pray  God  comfort  your  ladyfhip,  and  that 
honourable  perfon  who  is  the  more  imn^e-^ 
diate  fufferer. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpefl:  and  fin- 
cercft  wilhes  for  your  ladylhip^s  health  and 
that  of  your  whole  family,  madam. 
Your  ladyihip's,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

LETTER 
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LE  TT  ER  IXi 

Jeffrey  Gilbert,  E!q;*taMr.HtJOOT«. 

SIR, 

J.  HAVE  coi>fidered  yourPolyxena^,  and* 
I  think  it  as  fio^e  «. fulled  to  move  terror, 

*  3mfiMr:  ft  l^w,  tud  afttrimib.lofd  diirf  Uipa. 
of  the  €^tqni/9h  £f4  iAli«LM)4»:avi'.tbcii  |aSii^ 
glaad.  Thngen^^aui  (a^ipj^g  otiy^rchi^  was 
^atlior  of  «^  an  abridgment  of  Mr.  Locke's  £^^  on 
<<  hamaa  onderftanding,^  puhliihed  in  1750,  by  Mr. 
(now  Dr.)  Dodd,  and  of  an  excellent  c^aiUlation  of. 
the  izth  ode  of  the  lid  book  of.^orac^t  ponied* 
(without  a  oaine)  in  **  the  wits  J^prace^"  P^j^ 

t  There  ia  «  manufcript  tragedy  on  this  fabje^, 
entitled  **  The  Captive  Prim^s^"  wruten  by  Dr,. 
Smith,  (afterwards  one  of  Che  chief  phyficians  tP  the. 
Csarina)  in  which  are  fome  fine  icenes.  Of  thia 
writer  and  his  work.  Dr.  Johnibn,  in  his  <<  Life  of 
^*  Savage/'  gives  the  foilowisg  account :  **  Mr. 
"  Sfliitb,  a  geotleuan  educated  at  Dublin,  being* 
**  hindered  by  aa  impediment  in  his  pronunciadoaf 
**  from  engaging  in  orjders,  for  which  his  friends  de^*' 
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and  companion  in  an  audience  as  any  I 
have  read;  and  to  make  her  more  fo^  I 

^*  figoed  hiiD,  teft  his  own  country,  and  came  to 
**  '{^ndon  in  qdeft  of  employment,  but  found  his 
**  folicitations  frnitleft,  and  kis  neceffitics  every  day 
*'  morepreifing.  In  this  diilrefs  he  wrote  <  a  tragedy/ 
*<  and  offeitd  it  to  the  players,  by  whom  it  was  re- 
'*  jeded.    Thus  were  his  lad  hopes  defeated,  and  he 
'<  had  no  other  profped  than  that  of  the  moft  deplo. 
**  rable  poverty.    But  Mr.  Wilks  thought  his  per- 
**  fbrmance,  though  not  perfea,  at  leaft  worthy  of 
**  fome  reward,  and  therefore  oifered  him  a  beneJIt. 
"  This  favour  he  improred  with  fo  much  diligence,' 
^*  that  the  honfe  aSbrded  him  a  confiderable  fum, 
««  with  which  he  went  to  Leyden,  applied  himfelf  to 
"  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  and  profecuted  his  defign  with 
'*  fo  much  diligence  and  fnccefs,   that  when  Dr. 
'*  fioerfaaave  was  defired  by  the  Czarina  to  recommend 
'*  proper  peribns  to  introduce  into  Roffia  the  praftice 
*'  and  ftudy  of  phyiic.  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  thofe 
«*  whom  he  feleded.    He  had  a  confiderable  penfion 
**  fetiled  on  him  on  his  arrival,  and  was  afterwards 
«'  one  of  the  chief  phyfidans  at  the  Ruffian  court.*' 
F.  16,  note. 

A  gratelbl  letter  from  Dr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Wilkt,  on 
this  occafiott,  with  fome  account  of  his  manner  of 
living  in  RuiSa,  may  be  feen  in  Chetwood'a  '*  Hifr 
*f  tt>ry  of  the  Stage/' 

fuppofc 
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(uppofc  you  defign  to  reprefent  her  as  a 
pattern  of  virtue  and  good  fenfe ;  for  thefe 
will  be  great  aggravations  of  her  calamity* 

And  yet  I  would  not  behold  a  calami- 
tous peribo,  if  I  could  help  it,  without  be- 
ing able  to  account  for  it.  to  Divine  Provi- 
dence. This  I  think  miy  be  done  in  the 
cafe  of  Hecuba,  if  fhci  in  the  fecond  fcene 
of  the  firil  ad:,  in  bewailing  the  misfor- 
tunes of  her  family,  Ihall  be  made  to  ac- 
knowledge the  injuflice  of  the  rape  of 
llelen,  the  injuftice  of  delboying  Achilles 
during  a  truce  and  the  overtures  for  a  mar- 
riage between  him  and  Polyxena.  May 
not  Hecuba  acknowledge,  that  Priam  made 
the  gMilt  of  thefe  ads  his  own,  by  not  re- 
pairing Menelaus's  firft  injury,  and  by  not  de- 
livering up  the  murderer  of  Achilles,  though 
he  was  his  own  fon,  but  proteding  him 
from  the  julUce  of  the  Grecians  ?  May  not 
JHecuba  be  made  to  acknowledge  her  own 
part  of  this  iojuflice,  in  not  confenting,  at 
leaft^  to  the  lait  reparation  ?  I  think,  even 
princes  may  be  brought  to  confefs  their 

faults 
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faults  in  a(iverfity>  though  they  are  gods, 
tod  without  fiaaik,  in  their  pfofperitjr.  And 
.fuch  a  confeflion  and  repentance  fhal!  very 
much  reconcile  the  benevolence  of  an  au- 
dience, though'  perhaj[)s  it  will  not  be 
-tfalou§^t  a  fufiicieiit  atonement  ia  find  ju« 
iJicc'.  I  fuppofe  you  defign  to  mike  Hfe- 
cuba  die,  either  by  her  own  hand,  or  fomc 
other  way  5  and  the  guilt  I  hecve  mentioned 
will  be  fufBcient  to  juftify  her  death. 

If  this  coridudl  fliall  be  obferved,  diere 
can  be  no  doubt  concerning  the  jufiice  of 
Hecuba's  death,  fincc  die  univeriil  law  is. 
He  that  Jbedditb  manU  hhdd:,  ty  man  Jbatl 
his  bkodbeJbei\  and  whoever  ihall  pmteft 
a  murdener,'  makes  the  guilt  his  owti. 

Hecuba,  in  this  cafe,  cannot  but  movfe 
terror  in  the  audience.  Nothing  can  talte* 
off  more  from  the  aggravation  of  Hecuba's 
guilt,  than  tjiat  the  m\irde«r  whom  flie 
hath  endeavoured  to  protedl,  was  her  own 
fon^  Though  primres  ought  to  do  equal 
jufticc,  yet  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  put 

off 
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(jfiTnatunil  iffeftion;  and  efpecially  for  a 
woman  to  lay  afide  the  mother,  that  juP 
tice  may  be  done  upon  her  own  fon  ;  and 
yet  her  not  dotng  thb  is  h^r  tvhole  guitt,  for 
which,  from  a  great  qyeep^  ihe  is  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  a  ilaye,  and  has  been 
io  unfortunate  a$  to  have  h^d  her  nineteen 
ehildretai  her  whok  hu^ib^r,  dcftroyedj 
many  of  them  before  her  face ;  her  hufband 
too  kilted  ;  her  capkal  city  burnt  to  afhes ; 
and  nothing  left  her  but  to  obey  the  con- 
queror. If  fuch  a  puniihment,  for  fuch 
aa  offence,  will  not  ftrike  terror  into  an 
audience,  nothing  can^  Wiil  not  every 
one  be  ready  to  reafon  thus  with  himf^lf  > 
**  Caft  I  be  too  careful  not  to  offend,  if^ 
^^  for  the  leaft  offence,  Hecuba  Ihali  ^naft 
*^  fo  fevere  a  vengeance  ?" 

At  the  fame  tinie,  riecuba  mtt&  need^ 
be  a  great  objeft  of  compaffion.  So  many 
calamities,  for  a  crime  of  which  every  one 
is  ready  to  acquit  her  for  the  fake  of  the, 
circumftances,  muft  make  her  go  lamented 
off  the  ft^e. — Every  one  that  beholds  her 

Vol.  I-  O  cala 
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calamities  Will  be  ready  to  nttke  t&em  bit 
own. 

Volyxtnk  wiil  be  yec  a  gresHsr  ob;ed  of 
compaffion  tban  Htcaba,  fince  you  are  re** 
folv^  not  only  to  aUpw  her  gocxl  fcnfe, 
but  ^ih  ii^ftocence,  and  other  peribmd  vlr<» 
tue9.  Bot  as  £ar  M  is  conftftenc  with  thefe 
excellent  qualities^  !  believe  yoti  will  tbifik 
fit  to  make  her  die  with  juftice.  If^  with 
fo  much  merh:,  fhe  fhall  be  made  to  die 
utifoftly^  diis^  inflead  of  tttror^  will  be 
the  ^ieay  to  drive  the  atrdience  to  dcfpih*. 
Every  one  Witt  be  ready  to  iay  to  himfHf^ 
••  What  advantage  i^  there  of  virtue  or  in- 
^  nooence,  if  misfortunes  attend  alike  the 
«  irniocent  and  the  g«iilty  ?  if  Ae  grcateft 
^  malefador  fliall  be  in  no  taori  danger^ 
'<  than  the  moft  virtuous  perfon  upon 
«  eanh,^' 

This  ihay  be  taken  care  of,  fince  rbej^s 
Hf  the  fathers  ate  vijttei  uppff  the  ebitdren  t9 
hi  third  itnd  fourth  f^eneraHoH.    This  is  2V- 
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tmej^e*;  t£  leaA,  itwHi  betbobgbi; 
good  PcetUal  fM/Hc4.    It  b  notorious,  that 

•  TUs  text,  kowcver,  anvt  be  fxplabed  with 
rome  reftriaiopi,  m  t^tmk  the/cnptaret  ^Vd  nqi 
be  leconciMibk  with  tbemTeWes.'or  with  the  ideat  of 
dinpe  jiftioa.    ia  Mm  aed  fiarilar  ptthget  dieitfoit 
the  Alielghigr  i»»t  be  nojecftood  •«  %«fcsog  io  hU 
|)eo|de  19  n  oolkftive  capecitf^  confideeed  m  $  g^ 
venunent  or  fodety :  and  again,  when  in  othor  patt^ 
of  Icriptare,  he  afioret  the  Jewi  that  **  the  fon  (hall 
«*  not  bear  the  fniqnities  of  hb  father,  kc.  but  the 
««  fcvltbtC  finnedi,  itftaUdie^**  he  thei«  app^ab 
ID  mm  «Mlid^p«d  ap  iodivMoeli,  or  fiperaie  mem- 
ben  of  Cocietfy  whom  God  never  ponLlbes  hot  for 
their  own  tranfgreffionjB.    For  kiftance,  When  God^ 
bjr  his  prophet,  reproves  the  Jews  for  ufing  this  pro- 
verb,  **  Our  fathers  have  eaten  fear  grapes,  and  the 
*<  cUldrans  wbA  ate  fet  onedge/'  «ad  fajrs,  <^  that 
^  they  IhaQ  never  hftveoecafipn  (to  «iie  it  agaui,"  thia 
conld  be  meant  ^induridAalsoAly,  ip^wb,  ai  a  fo* 
dety ,  the  Jews  had  occafion  to  ufe  it  both  before  and 
fin£e.    Before,  in  the  reign  of  Jofiah,  who,  righteous 
as  he  was,  cooM  not  avert  the  wrath  which  the  crimes 
of  ManafiAihad  kindles  M>d  fiace,  at  die  fiege  of 
Jernfaieoi*  |n  jdieir  preftnt  difperion*  kc.    And  the 
aeaibn  of  it  is  this :  nations,  fi  foch,  will  opt  fybfift 
In  the  other  world,  and  therefore  the  crimes  which 
aations  have  committed,  in  their  colledive  capacity,  * 
mni  be  paniihed  in  this  worU,  or  not  at  all. 

Q  z  a  whole 
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a  whole  people  fliaU  fometimes  be  deflroy- 
cd  fprthe  crimes  of  their  princes.  This  is 
evident  in  the  deftruftion  of  Troy  itfelf -, 
^nd  certainly  jt  is  much  more  reafonabl? 
that  the  children  of  thofe  offending  princes 
ihould  be  deftroyed  ;  that  thefe  ihould  fuf« 
fer  in  their  neareft  and  deareft  relations. 
This  is  enough  to  abate  the  confidence  of 
the  moft  Rieritprious  p^rfbn  upon  earth  j 
for  who  can  tell,  how  much  ili  his  father 
or  mother  niay  have  deferved  for  him  > 
This  is  enough  to  make  every  man  place 
a  ftrift  guard  over  all  his  own  aftions,  that 
at  leaft  he  himfelf  may  not  deferye  the 
vengeance  pf  heayen  upon  himfelf  and  his 
own  children.  If  this  confideration  ihall 
engage  a  man  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue,  and 
keep  him  innocent  in  his  own  perfon,  he 
will  efteem  all  the  miferies  of  hunaan  life^ 
^nj  evep  death  itfelf,  as  only  the  payment 
pf  a  debt  to  nature^  and  not  a  puniihment, 
The  conicioufnefs  of  his  own  innocence 
will  make  him  fubmit  with  patience  tq 
pyery  calamity  that  can  befall  him^ 

Why 
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Vnty  may  not  Hecuba,  when  (he  liaa 
bewailed  the  miferies  of  her  family,  be 
made  ix>  talk  in  this  manner  ? 

**  Yet  ftill  the  gods  have  preferved  Poly- 
**  dore  and  Polyxcna,  to  alleviate  thy  mif- 
**  fortunes.  And  why,  Hecuba,  to  alle- 
**  viatc  thy  misfortunes  ?  Has  Priam  loft 
^^  his  empire,  and  fo  many  fons  and  daugh- 
"  ters,  for  countenancing  the  rape  of  Paris? 
^^  Did  he  at  laft  lofe  his  own  life  for  pro- 
^*  teding  thb  very  Paris,  and  not  furren- 
**  dering  him  to  the  Grecians  for  the  mur- 
**  der  of  Achilles,  during  the  time  of  truce, 
**  contrary  to  the  faith  of  a  treaty,  and 
*'  while  a  marriage  was  folemnifing  between 
^^  liim  and  Polyxena  ?  And  didft  not  thon 
"  alfo,  {lecuba,  concur  in  protecting  thy 
•  *  fon  from  juftice  after  that  barbarous  mur- 
*•  der  ?  What  then  has  Priam  defcrvcd, 
"  that  thou  haft  iaot  defcrved  ?  And  why 
^  fhouldeft  thou  expeA  a  lefs  puni(hment 
**  than  he  fpffcrcd  ?  Or  if  thou  (halt  be  fuf- 
**  fered  to  live,  will  not  life  itfeif  be  thy 
f *  grcatcft  pimiflimcnt  ?  With  what  cqm- 

^'  fort 
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^  fort  ciaft  tbou  Mfltft  upon  the  misfor- 
^  tuQ£si  of  diy  fl<niljr»  the  lois  of  enpife> 
^  of  ib  many  foiiB  and  daiigklcrs,and,  billy, 
*^  of  thy  hufband  P  How  wilt  thou  endure 
^  to  6e  the  chaAe,  the  virtuous  Polj^xena^ 
^forced  to  the  bed  of  Utyfles,  wd 
^  titaied  with  perpetual  fcom  and  infiilts 
^  by  Penel(^  i  Qut  Ulyflb  ha9  promiTed 
^  that  thou  ih^  1^  10  h^  inftead  of  a 
^  notheft  and  that  Polywna  fliall  be  the 
^  wife  of  bis  Telcmachua.  But  perhaps 
^  theie  are  proiDifea  to  allure  U9  to  furvive 
^  die  mill  of  our  Anulyy  iod  which  are 
^  mt  likely  to  be  performed,  when  we  ar- 
^  rive  at  Ithaca.  But  if  d>efi:  are  delufive 
^  promifira,  Ulyilb  will  at  le^  confent  to 
^our  ranibm^  and  hither,  to  this  very 
^  court  of  Polymeftor,  n^yyoungeft,  and 
^  now  mj  only  ion,  Polyctore,  was  fent  by 
^  Priam  with  an  inunenft  treafiire,  while 
^  yet  Troy  was  in  bdng,  that  he  might  be 
'^  able  to  aOift  his  family  t^xm  any  misfor- 
^  wnt.  O  Hecidba !  thefe  laft,  dsefe  only 
^h(^s  will  Ail.  The  gods  intend  no 
^  |Ood  t9  dioe.    Yet  why  more  evils  to 

^  Polyxen*  f 
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**  Polyxeim ?  Is  fhe  to  fufTcr  tM  fdr  the 
**  crimes  of  Paris  ?   Did  fhe  ccmfeiit  to 
^  the  rape  of  Helen^    or  the  murder  of 
"Achilles?** 

And  why  may  not  Polyltena  reply  a^ 
follows  ? 

''  Though  I  did  not  indeed  confent  ta 
**  the  rape  of  Helen,  or  the  murder  of 
"  Ackillesi  am  I  fecure  from  the  wrath  of 
*^  heaven  i  Have  the  gods  destroyed  inno- 
"  cent  iubjed^  for  the  oflfefiicos  of  their 
*^  princes^  and  Ihatl  not  the  guilty  princet 
"  them&lves  be  puniflied  in  the  deftru&ioft' 
^^  of  their  deareft  relations  i  Is  Troy  now 
"  in  aAes^  and  the  whofe  people  maffacred^ 
^^  becaufe  the  fadier  and  mother  prevailed 
^ioriiile  pfoteftioin  of  a  fon  i  And  Ihall  the^ 
^^  fons  and  daughters  of  Priam  and  Hecuba 
^  efcsqie  ?  Are  fo  many  of  my  brothers  ztxdr 
**  fifters  deftroyed  for  this  caufe  ?  And  can 
^  Polydore  and  Polyxom  hope  to  be  ex- 
^^  ompted  from  the  fame  calamity  ?  It  w^ 
^  not  Hecuba,   no,   nor  Priam,  who  ra- 

"  vi&cd 
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••  vilhcd  Helen  from  Mcnelau^  ;  they  did 
*^  not  murder  Achilles  at  the  holy  altar  j 
•*  they  only  protcdted  the  ravilher  and  mur- 
^  derer  from  juftice :  he  was  their  fon,  and 
**  nature  pleaded  ftrongly  in  his  defeuce. 
"Yet  what  dreadful  calamities  have  they 
**  fuffered  on  his  account  ?  How  many  of 
"  my  brothers  and  fitters  have  died  in  this 
**  quarrel  ?  What  vaft  numbers  of  innocent 
^^  fubjeds  have  been  maflacred  ?  And  cart 
•*  I  and  Polydore  hope  to  efcape  ?  Perhapi 
**  the  vengeance  of  the  gods  may  ftop  here; 
•*  perhaps  Ulyfles  will  perform  his  promife, 
"  and  I  fhall  be  the  wife  of  Telemachus  : 
^  but  of  this  be  aflbred ;  I  will  never  prot 
^  titute  myfelf  to  the  unlawful  embraces 
**  of  Ulyfles  5  Penelope  (hall  never  triumph 
**  over  me  on  this  account.  If  (he  fhould, 
^*  I  fhall  eftcem  every  evil  that  befalls  me; 
^^  a  juft  puniihment  from  the  gods  for  my 
^^  own  offences :  but,  fo  long  as  I  can  pre-^ 
*'  ferve  my  innocence  and  my  virtue,  I 
"  fhall  think  all  the  cals^mities  of  my  life, 
**  and  even  death  itfelf,  to  be  only  the  pay* 

*^  ment  of  a  debt  of  nature  ^  and,  if  I  mutt 
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**  be  miferablc,  I  will,  at  leall,  have  thiif 
•*  fatisfaftion,  that  no  other  perfon  fliall  be 
"  made  miferable  hjr  my  dflTcnocas/* 

What  if  after  this^  and  before  the  third 
fcene  of  the  firft  a£t,  Ulyfles  be  introduced, 
giving  freCh  afiurances  of  comfort  to  He<» 
Cuba  and  Polyxena  i 

What  if«  in  the  iecondicene  of  the  ie«- 
cond  aft,  PolpbtnsL  (hould  confefe,  that 
Polymeftor has  bceiK  making  love  to  her,  and 
that  (he  has  not  given  any  encouragjemenc 
to  his  fiiie^  bbchon  account  of  her  fufpi-* 
€100$  of  his  having  dtalt  unfairly  by  Poly- 
doi^^  and  becaufe  flie  wiU  not  deal  unfairly 
with  Ulyfiea,  who  has  yet  given  her  no 
reafoii  to  fufpeft  the  affair  of  Telemachus  ? 
Som^  fueh  itafen  muft  be  a(figned  for  her 
lefuling  Folynaeftor  J  otherwife,  confidering 
that  Polyxena  is  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  and 
Folymeftor  a  great  kbg,  (he  will  be  thought 
too  great  r  fool  to  raife  compaffion^  Yet 
her  conclufion  may  be^  that  flie  will  keep 
Folymeftor  in  fufpcnoe  'till  he  fliall  produce 
her  btwhct.  -— r         JEFF.  GILBERT. 

V«fc,I.  H  •       MTTXR 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    X, 

Thomas  Sergeant,  Efq;  to  Mr.  Hughes. 
Part  of  a  letter. 

MaldoQ  in  Eflex,  April  1I9  1709. 

I  AM  glad  the  Abbe  St.  Rea  di- 

verted  you  fo  well  as  you  tell  me.  He  was 
certainly  a  very  agreeable  and  gallant  m^n. 
Of  he  had  never  had  the  honour  of  ferving 
the  late  Dutchefs  of  Mazarin  in  the  fame 
quality  that  M-  St.  Evremond  afterwards 
fucceeded.  But  for  his  veracity  as  a  writer 
of  hiftory,  I  know  there  is  no  depending 
on  him.  He  plcafes,  and  that  is  his  de- 
fign,  but  I  can  aflure  you,  from  a  more 
authentic  hiftorian,  Cabrera*,  whom  he 
quotes,  that  Don  Carlos  -f  wais  a  quite  dif- 

•  Lewist  of  Cor4oiM,  a  captain  of  fool.  He  wrote 
tbe  Hiftory  of  Philip  II,  king  of  Spain. 

t  Son  of  Philip  II  and  Mary  of  Portogal.    Being 
•f  a  riolent  temper,  and  having  formed  a  defign  of 

joining 
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fcrent  pcffoa  than  what  he  reprefentt 
him. 

I  have  not  yet  feen  nor  heard  any  thing 
of  •*  Ben  Hoadly's  reply  *.''  Our  friend 
the  Tatlefy  under  the  notion  of  Mr.  Powell 
at  the  Bath^,  has,  in  my  mind^  entered 
into  the  depth  of  the  argument  in  difpute, 

joioiog  tke  malccootenti  in  the  Low  Coantries,  the 
kiog,  his  father,  ouifed  him  to  be  upprehended  and 
confined*  which  fo  enraged  hin,  that,  after  eating 
voracioofly  of  all  that  was  fet  before  him,  he  fwal« 
lowed  a  great  qnanttty  of  cold  water,  which  brought 
9n  a  dyfentery,  that  killed  him*  This  is  the  acconnt 
given  by  Morofini,  the  Venetian  hiftorian,  and  agrees 
with  that  of  Cabrera-  The  French  hiftoriant  hava 
confidently  afiferted  that  he  was  poifoned,  or  ftrangled, 
by  Older  of  his  father.  See  Pierre  Matthien  hift.  de 
France,  oenvres  de  St.  Bvremond,  dlft.  de  Mo* 
reri,  &c. 

*  To  thebiihop  of  Exeter's  anfwer  to  his  **  Con- 
**  fiderations  on  his  lordihip's  fermon  before  the 
*•  queen.  Match  S,  1708-9/' 

t  See  a  letter  from  Mr.  Powell  to  Mr.  Bick^rfiafF, 
JA  the  *•  Tatler,"  rol.  i,  nnmb.  ^o. 

Hz  and 
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jHid  given  a  complete  anfwer  to  cdl  thac  the 
Rev.  Bifliop  either  ca»  or  will  fay  iipon 
the  fubjeft  *  ;  and  Ben  ihould  have  refer- 
red his  lordfliip  to  be  mumbki^  as  he  calk 
it,  by  Mr.  BickerftalT,  as  \m  lordfliip  had 
threatened  him  with  chat  ii£ige,  from  the 
worthy  author  pf  Tiigaodiy  and  Phila- 
ifeeus'f-* 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Hughes, 
■your  moft  aflfedipnate  humble  fervant, 

THO.  3ERaEANT. 


*  The  letter-writer  berc  ftems  tp  ullude  to  fpme 
j^vifh  c:^prei|ioai  in  bi(hop  Blackall's  **  aoiwer" 
(from  Bath)  above-me^tipned^  viz.  *<  If  your  reply 
**  fhall  l>e  al>oat  *  origiaal  contradi.  levolqtioni^  ^c' 
**  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  '  an^'  at  leifure,  aor 
V  I  *  fhan't'  be  at  leifure,  nor  I  *  won't'  be  at  lei- 
**  Aire,  to  write  to  yon  fo  much  as  one  fingle  line 
f«  aboHt  Mjy  fuch  matters,'^ 

t  The  ingenious  dialogue  here  menttoned  was  en- 
titled **  Timothy  and  Philatheus,  in  which  the  prin- 
f*  ciples  and  projefls  of  a  late  whimfScal  book,  en  ti- 
ff tied, « The  rightt  of  the  chriftian  church,  &c.*  [by 

'  ?•  Pr. 
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LETTERS  XI  ec  XU; 

Two  Letters  (by  Mr.  Hughes)  deiigned 
for  the  Tatler.  Now  firil  printedw 

MR.fiICK£RSTAFF, 

./\S  you  have  l?een  very  ufeful  to  the 
piibliq  bv  ypvir  knowkdge  of  human  na* 
ture,  and  are  doubtlefs  no.  lefs  ikilled  in 
phyfic  than  in  aftpology,  it  would  not  be 
foreign  from  your  fludies  if  you  would, 
fome  time  or^ther,  favour  us  with  a  dif- 
fertation  on  fevers,  of  which,  it  feems,  there 
arc  io  many  kinds,  that  the  phyficians  about 
this  town  ufually  difcover  a  new  one  every 
year,  and  efpecially  in  the  fpring,  when  the 
blood  runs  high,  and  the  hiimours  are  npil 
predomiQanL    One  of  (h^  mpft  particular  I 

''  Dr.  Tindal]  are  fairly  ftated  and  anfwered  in 
«*  tbcir  kinds.  Written  by  a  layman/'  Printed  at 
London  in  3  voh.  8vo.  1709.  Mr,  Oidifworth  was 
|he  author, 

have 
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have  read  of,  is  that  which  Lucian  de<^ 
fcribes  in  the  introdudion  to  his ''  difcourfe 
**  upon  hiftory,**  which  had  a  very  odd 
original.  It  was  begun  by  one  Archelaus^ 
a  player,  whoj^  in  the  theatre  at  Abdera, 
with  a  loud  voice  and  vehement  aftion, 
performed  a  part  in  the  Andromeda  of  Eu- 
ripides, w  hich  (truck  the  eyes  and  ears  of 
his  audience  fo  forcibly,  that  their  blood 
was  put  into  a  ferment  by  it,  and  great 
numbers  of  them  feized  with  fevers.  In 
the  height  of  thp  diftemp^r  they  fell  into  a 
kind  of  poetical  agitations,  in  which  they 
mimicked  Archelaus's  acflion,  and  repeated 
the  verfes  in  his  part,  fo  that  in  a  few  days 
the  whole  town  rvmg  with  heroics,  till  the 
next  fit  of  cold  weather  reduced  them  once 
more  to  profe  and  their  fenfes. 

I  have  the  rather  inentioned  this  remarks- 
able  cafe,  becaufe  I  do  not  find  it  in  any 
books  of  the  phyficians,  though  fome  of 
them  have  very  learnedly  treated  on  another 
fort  of  fever,  caufed  by  a  little  Italian  in-f 
fedt  called  the  Tarantula.    Perhaps  mufic, 

Avhicl\ 
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which  is  found  to  be  the  only  remedy  for 
,the  latter^  might  have  b^n  efiedual  againit 
the  other  too,  and  may  afford  relief  in  many 
like  cafes :  and  whether  an  art  which  has 
fo  perfuafive  an  influence  on  the  fpirits^  and 
is  able  to  charm  down  the  intemperance  of 
paffion^  and  lull  the  mind  into  ferenity  and 
pleafure,  might  not^  on  fome  occafions^  be 
made  beneficial  in  the  ilate,  and  become  a 
public  good  as  well  as  entertainment^  is 
another  fpeculation  which  is  likewife  left 
to  your  thoughts^  when  you  Ihall  think 
proper,  by.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant. 


MADAM, 


Ml 


L.Y  duty  as  Cenfor,  with  my  profefled 
care  of  the  tender  fex,  and  the  humour  of 
an  old  man  who  is  fond  of  giving  advice, 
ace  the  reafons  why  I  fend  you  this  letter. 

I  am  informed  by  Pacolet  (my  familiar) 
that  you  are  one  of  the  moil  amiable  of 

your 
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your  fex,  wfeich  gites  me  much  wncertf 
for  you,  efpectaily  iince  I  underfland  that 
your  conduA  is  divided  and  wavering  be* 
twcen  love  and  refptft,  and  that  you, want 
ho  charm  but  dne^  which  is  that  of  being 
fixed^  and  delivered  from  the  uncertainty 
of  a  various  inclination.  Of  two  candi- 
dates for  your  favour,  by  what  I  can  judge, 
you  fecm  to  refolve  that  one  feall  never 
have  your  heart,  but  not  know  it ;  ancj 
that  the  other  ihall  know  he  has  it,  but  not 
he  the  better  for  4t. 

Though  I  write  to  you  in  fpeftacles,  I 
am  not  fo  old  yet,  madam,  as  to  have  for- 
got that  this  was  once  my  own  cafe  with 
a  lady,  for  whom  I  had  fo  great  a  paffion, 
that,  after  flie  had  given  me  to  underftand 
t  had  her  aflfedioris,  Ihe  thought  ihe  might 
ufe  me  as  ihe  pleafed.  And  being  peffua- 
ded  to  entertain  a  man  (he  defpifed,  fhe  was 
fo  nicely  civil,  that,  becaufe  ftie  hated  him, 
Ihe  would  not  deny  him,  and  knowing  Ihe 
might  be  free  with  me,  who  both  loved 
her,  and  was  beloved  by  her,  ihe  yielded 

to 
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to  the  impoituniCy  of  her  re1itiom»  aiid 
married  him.  By  which  means  I  have  lon^ 
cOndHued  an  wfoitunate  batclidoe»  md 
Ihe  a  .joyleis  wife,  with  aU  the  eaf^  iA  «i 
married  ftate,  and  none  of  die  fadsfkCtiona. 

There  is  ao  need  to  advife  a  woman  df 
]rour  fenle  what  ufe  ^  make  of  thi$  eKaiA- 
ple»  but  if  it  has  the  weight  with  you,  which 
1  wiih  it  mayi  yau>fnU  not  be  at  a  lofs  how 
m  %x  your  happinefi^  and  perhaps  you 
may  hereafter  remember  with  fatisfadion 
Your  fiutUul  monitms 

ISAAC  BICKJ^STAFF. 

LETTER    XIIL 

M.  HvGliki  a  SigrtotCAVALrt  ko  Nicoliki. 

MG.CAVALIERO,   toWen  le  4me  du  Pevricf , 
^^  1709-10. 

UEPUISque  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  d'etre 
dier  tow  ft  la  repetition  de  P  opfera*,  j'ai 

*  By  ta  laattention  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  this 

aidietrfia  wju  fitppofed,  in  the  iirfL  editiob,  to  U 

Valb.L  I  that 
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dine  arec  Mr.  Steele,  et  la  converfadoii  roi^* 
lante  fur  vous,  je  lui  dis  la  maniere  obli* 
geaote  dont  je  vqus  avpis  oui'parler  de  Mr* 
Sickerftafiv  <^n  difant  que  yous  avies;  beau- 
coup  d^  inclination  a  etudier  TAnglois  pour 
avoir  fculcment  le  plaifir  de  lire  le  Tatler. 
11  trouvc  que  votrc  compliment  a  l*  auteur 
du  J^atler  eft  fort  galant. 

Et  comm^  je  m'eftimetois  Iieurcux  de 
pouvoir  vous  cncouniger  dans  cette  indi- 

tbtt  of  Mr.  Hagl)«s.'t  '^  Calyp(b  aRcLsTelemaclias." 
^lit,  OQ  reconfideratioQ,  as  that  opera  wai  not  per- 
formed till  1 7 1 2»  the  opera  here  mea^t  mjift  certainly 
have  been  an  Italian  one.  Mr.  Acfdifon,  in.  the 
*•  Spe&atgr"  (liumb.  405)  fpeaking  of  thejuft  ap- 
plaufe  given  to  Cal/pfo  by  Sig.  Nicolini,  (who,  he 
{ays,  «'  was  the  great^ft  performer  in  draroatif  mafip 
<<  that  perhaps  ever  appeared  on  a  ftage,")  has  thef^ 
jwordu :  ^*  The  town  is  highly  obliged  to  that  e^cel- 
*<  lent  artift  for  having  fhewn  us  the  Italian  mufic  in 
**  its  perfedioo,  as  well  as  for  that  generoas  appro- 
M  bation  he  lately  gave  to  an  opera  tfi  oar  own  conii- 
ff  iry»  in  which  the  compofer  endeavoured  to  dp 
f<  juftice  to  the  beauty  of  the  words,  by  following 
ff  that  noble  example  which  has  been  fet  him  by  the 
If  gr^at^ft  %fi£A  pia(lcr9  in  (hat  art,^' 

'    '  .   oatioq 
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Nation  d'  apprendre  notre  langue^  je  vous 
demaodc  la  permiffion  de  yous  faure  un  pre« 
fcnt  du  ACfantrcpe*  en  Anglois,  que  vouf 
pouvez  Ike  avec  1' origbal;  et  qu*  etant 
tine  tnuiuftidn  qtie  j*ai  fait  moi-memcj  vous 
tnc  fcre^  beaucoup  d*  hdnheur  d*  accepter. 
Je  fuis  ieofiUe  qu'  2  ne  ferajam^s  en  men 
pouvoir  de  voias  procmer  |a  cehtieme  partie 
du  plsuiir  que  je  refieris  de  vous  entendre^^ 
ht  de  vous  coilnditre*  Mais  je  tacherai  aur 
inoins.de  Vous  faiite  voiry  que  je  fuis,  avec 
tout  le  refped  poflible,  Sig.  Cgvaliero, 
Vdtre  trcs  humble 

&  tres  obeiilant  ferviteur» 

J.  HUGHES; 


*  T&ii  trandadooi  was  tben  jttft  pQbliihe<!,  and  hat 
htin  fince  reprinted  with  Moliere's  othec  plays  tnn* 
ihued  by  02eIL  Bot  no  notice  is  taken  by  wbat 
band  it  was  tranflated,  and  Mr.  Hughes's  jifdicioaa 
preface  is  there  omitted. 


la  TRANS- 
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TRANSLATED. 

Mr.  HucHESitp  Signor  Nicouia* 

» 

SIG.  CAVALIERO, 

•jhiNCE  rhad  the  honour  of  being  with, 
you  a|  the  rehcarfal  rf  the  opera,  I  dmedi 
with  Mr.  Steele,  and  the  converfetion^  tur- 
ning .00  you,  I  menuoned  to  Mm  the  obli- 
ging njanner^  in, which  I  had  h^ard  you 
fpeakt  of  Mr*- QjickerftafF,  by  faying  that 
you  had  a  great  inclinaooA  taftttdy  Englifli 
merely  f«-the  {Jeaftireof  reading  the  Tafler. 
He  thinks -youc  compliment  to  the  author 
of  the  Tatler  very  polite. 

And  as  I  (hpulcj  efteem  myliblf  happy  in 
being^able,  to  encourage  you.  in  tlust  indina^ . 
tioa  of  learning  our  language,  I  beg  leave 
te  prefent  you  with  the  Mifantrope  in  Eng- 
lifli ;  which  you  may  read  with  the  original, 
and  which*  being  a  tranflation  of  my  own, 
you  wiU  do  me  great  honour  by  accepting 
it..   I  am  fenfible  that  it  will  never  be  in 

my 


k    > 
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tof  powcir  ta  g^e  you  the  htindredth  part 
of  thte  pi  eafwe  which  I  have  fid t  by  hearing 
and  bem<;  acquainted  with  you  \  but  I  witt 
€fidea¥ou  r  at  kaft  to  convince  you,  that  I 
ain»  with  all  poffiWc  refpcft,  Sig.Cavaliero, 
You  r  moft  humble 

;aiid  moSt  obedient  fervant, 

J.  HUGHES, 


BETTER    XIV. 

Sifl.  RonBR^  a  M  HuGHfis. 
f MONSIEUR,  Ce  Mar di.  31  JniUtt.  17 1 1. 

J:  JlYANT  rcfcu  ce  matin  une  lettrc  de 
Mtonf.  Hendd^f)  j'ai  cr(i  ae  devoir  pas 

'^'Tlsii  wnterwtsatetcfaerof  mafiCy  and,  atnong 
ottier  tilings,  conpofed  fir  John  Denham't  *^  veriioa 
**»of  thcpiidms/' 

\  This  gfmt  nafier  (who  was  born  at  Hall  in 

t]fq?0  *  Saxony,  Feb-.  24,  1684,)  arrired  at  London 

in  tht  vi  dnter  preceding  the  date  of  this  letter.  There 

caoiMt.  be  a  more  eminent  proof  of  Mr.  Hughes's 

i  acknow- 
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manquer  a  vous  en  communiquer  auQitot  urJ 
cxtrait  qui  vous  rcgardc,  et  qui  eft  une  rc- 
ponfe  au  compliment  dont  vous  m'  aviez 
bicn  voulu  charger.  Je  lui  ecrirai  vcndrcdi 
prochaine,  ainfi  vous  n'aurez,  fi  vous  pl^t^ 
qu*  a  m'  cnvoycr  ce  que  vous  avez  defti- 
ne  pour  lui ;  et  je  puis,  MonflcAiry  vous^ 

acknowledged  fkill  in  the  two  fifl6r  arts  tliao  his  be* 
ing  Co  fooo  noticed  and  difiinguifhed  by  dhis  modern 
Orpheus,  who,  probably  in  confequence  of  this  in- 
iroduftion,  compofed  Mr»  Hughes's  **  Canuia  of 
•*  Venus  and  Adonis."  Mr.  Handel  (as  he  afterwarda* 
fpelt  his  name)  returned  to  Hanover  in  the  winter  loU' 
lowing,  came  back  to  England  in  1712,  anul  fixed  his 
reiidence  here  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  abi- 
lities in  his  profeilion  are  univerUlly  known,  aa^ 
(till  *^  the  Goths  prevail")  will  be  admired  and  felt* 
•*  In  his  charaftcr,"  fays  ah  excellent  Writer,-  "whal- 
**  ever  there  was  wrong,  there  wasr  nothing  meair;- 
•»  though  he  was  prou4»  hb  pride  was  uniform ;  he 
**  was  not  by  turns  a  tyrant  and  a  flave,  a  cenfor  ia 
**  one  place,  and  a  fycophant  in  another;  he  mua- 
^  tained  his  liberty  in  a  (late  in  which  others  would 
•«  have  been  vain  of  dependence  ;  he  was  liberal  evea 
••  when  he  was  poor,  and  remembered  his  former 
^  fiicnda  when  he  was  rich."  He  died  April  &,  1759* 

aflurer. 
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^ui;er^  que  fi  V  honneur  de  votre  foovenir 
^ui  fait  un  fenlible  plaiQr,  je  n'en  fens  pas 
inoins  par  le  moyen  que  j'  aurai  par  la  de 
facilitcr  votre  correfpondence^  et  de  vou$ 
donncr  une  preuve  de  la  confideration  C3C- 
irancy  avec  laquellc  j*ai  T  honneur  d'etre, 
Moolieur,  votre  tres  humble 

&  trcs  obciflant  fervitcur, 

A.  RONER. 


LJETT  E  R    XV, 

&ctrait  ^e  la  ll^ettie  de  M.  Hendsl, 

— — r  JT  AITE  S  bien  mcs  complimens 
a  Moiif.  Hughes*  Je  prendrai  la  liberte  de 
lui  ecrire  avec  la  premiere  occalion.  S'il 
me  veut  cependant  honorer  des  fes  ordres, 
ct  d'y  igoutier  une  de  fes  charmantcs  poefies 
en  Anglois,  il  me  fera  le  plus  fenfible  grace. 
J'ai  fait,  depuis  que  je  fuis  parti  de  vous^ 
guelque  progres  dan$  cette  langue,  &c.  — 

TRANS. 
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TRANSLATED. 
Mr.  Rovn  to  Mr.  Hcches.^ 

<IR,  TueWty.  July  ju  17«'»* 

Jri  AVING  received  this  morning  a  letter 
from  Mn  Hendel,  I  thought  it  my  djuty  to 
fend  you  as  foon  as  poflible  an  extraft  of  it, 
which  relates  to  you,  in  anfwer  to  the  com-^ 
pliment  which  you  conveyed  by  me.  I 
ihall  write  to  him  nextFnday^  ib  you  need, 
only  fend  me,  if  you  pleafe,  what  you  in- 
tend ibr  him,  and  I  can  aflbre  you,  Sir» 
that  if  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance  i& 
particularly  pleafing  to  him^  I  am  no  lela 
pleafed  with  being  the  means  of  promocing 
your  correi^x>ndence ;  and  of  giving  yon 
a  proof  of  the  extreme  regard,  with  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c« 
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A  RESENT  niyBiat  6Mrip1mtth». 

to  Mf.  HUghfe^.  I  W3i  take  tlie  Ubdrty  of 
Wficihg  to  hihi  the  firft  oppoituinity.  If; 
in  the  mean  tunc,  he  will  honour  me  with 
his  commands,  and  add  to  them  one  of  his 
charaiing  Engli&  poems^  he  will  lay  me 
under  the  gitaceft  oUigtQixis^  Since  I  kft 
yon,  I  have  mide  Ibme  i>rogiefi;  in  thalf 
langvKige,  &c.  — 

t  £  T  T  E  R    XVl. 
Mr.  SmnB  to  Mr^  Hitorbs. 
DEARSm^  tjiu 

as  you  an  conveniently,  to  alter  tWs  poem* 

*  **  Aluiader^s  feaft^  or  the  power  of  mnfic^  a* 

^  odrfch  St.  CecUia*'t  dayr*'    Mr.  Steelt  and  Mr. 

Yoh.  h  K  Claycoa 
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for  mufic,  preferving  as  many  of  Drydcn's 
words  and  yerfes  as  you  can.  It  is  to  be 
performed  by  a  voice  well  fkilled  in  recita- 
tive; but  you  underftand  all  thefe  matters 
much  better  than 

Your  afie£tionate  humble  fervant^ 

R.  STEELE. 


Clayton  had  at  that  time  concerts  of  miiiic  in  York- 
taildings.  Agr^cMy  to  their  reqneft,  Mr.  Hnghet 
made  (erenl  alceratioat  in  that  admired  ode.  See 
hit  '*  poems/'  voI.ii»  p*  71.  Bat  what  his  opiDton 
was  of  the  mofic  both  of  that  and  of  **  Sap^o's  ode 
**  by  PhilipSf'^  will  appear  from  the  following  letter. 
The  honour  of  doing  joftice  to  Drydeo,  as  well  as  to 
Miltooy  was  referved  for  Handel,  who  compofed 
««  Alexander's  feaft'' in  1736. 

•*  It  i>  to  be  legretted,"  fays  Dr.  Waiton,  in  hit 
<  EHTay  on  Pope/  **  that  Mr.  Handel  has  not  fet  to 
"  mafic  Pope's  *ode'  as  well  as  Dryden*s.**  But 
ihould  it  not  be  obferved,  that  that  excellent  |oety 
as  well  as  judge  of  mnfic^  Mr.  Hughes,  was  the  fir^ 
ifAo  altered  **  Alexander's  feaft"  for  mufic  ? 

"  Monthly  Review/'  vol.  xiv,  p.  549. 

LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XVIL 
Mr.  Hughes  to  Mr.  Steele, 

PEAR  SIR, 

diNCE  you  have  afked  my  opinion  about 
the  mufic,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  would 
have  me  ^ve  it  you ;  and  therefore  I  will 
Ihew  how  faithfully  I  intend  always  to  obey 
you,  in  doing  it  with  a  freedom,  which  I 
would  be  loth  to  ufe  to  one  for  whom  I  had 
lefs  friendfhip,  and  in  whofe  candour  and 
int^ty  I  did  not  think  myfelf  fafe. 

I  fhall  therefore,  without  takiDg  any  hints 
firom  others,  juft  ^ve  you  Ibnae  few  obfer- 
vations  which  have  occurred  to  tne  as  well 
as  I  could  judge  upon  the  firft  hearing. 

That  which  firoms  to  me  to  flrike  moft 

are  the  prelude-bales,  (bme  of  which  are 

very  well  fancied ;  but  I  am  afraid  they  are 

in  themfclves  too  long,  efpeci;^lly  when  re- 

K«  peatcd-. 
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j)catcd ;  for  prWudc-bafes  arc  only  tobcgip 
the  fubjed  of  thc\;^r,  aa4  4o  not  (hew  any 
compofition  (whicfi  confifts  in  the  union  of 
parts)  lo  that  if  they  are  not  ^tfull^  wor- 
ked afterwards  with  the  Voice-part,  they 
jirc  no  proof  of  fkill,  but  only  of  invention. 

The  fyjBp^tofiks  in  many  phcf  s  fecm  to 
me^  perplexed,  and  not  made  to  puriue  any 
'fubjcS;  or  poirit. 

The  laft  air  of  Saf^o  begpis  too  cheat-* 
fulfyfor  thefenfe  of  tkewords«^  Asivctl 
ais  I  can  gue£,  without  feeing  the  (core,  it 
is  in  Diharp,  ^xun  whidi  it  Varies  (inan^ 
other  movement  of  time)  into  B  flat  3d, 
and  (o  end^,  without  returning  to  the  fame 
key  either  flat  or  il|arp.  Tbi$  being  one  ^ 
continued  air  (though  in  two  movements  of 
time)  let  fi>me  m^er  be  alked.  Whether  it 
is  allowable  (I  ani  fure,  it  is  not  ufiial)  to 
begin  an  air  in  one  key  iharp,  and  end  it 
in  a  di&rent  key  flat  ?  For  though  the  paP 
lage  is  natural,  the  doling  fo  is^  I  beUeye, 
alivays  difallovcdt  '  •- 
"•      •  '  '  The 
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.  Ilieo^KeetimofAlezwder  ought  €qIw 
^eat  and  noble ;  inftead  of  which^  I  Boi^ 
only  a  hurry  of  the  inftruments,  not  pro- 
per (in  ipy  poor  opinion)  ^d  withput  siny 
dpjigjq^  wiugyft  an^  I  9^  iiftaid,  per.% 
p^k3fo4  ajnd  irre^^uUr  in  the  cojpppfiiipp,  % 
far  as  |  h^ye  any  ideas  or  experience,  Epr 
cjuire  iJhjj  of  better  judgment?. 

The  dyet  of  Bacchus  is  chearful^  and  hat 
i».  fiP9^  cfFga^  but  tMt  l?eginnin^  ««  Ctf////, 
,"  ^hicbiff^  &c.  I  cgnnot  diink,  fhcws  any 
art,  ^^d  ii$  in  effcA  no  more  than  a  fmgle 
ajin  J^othin^  &eW3  t^oth  gpniu$  and  lear- 
ning mope  than  this  £brt  of  coaipofiuon^  the 
chief  bc^ty  of  which  confillsL  in  ^vipg  ea.ch 
voice  dijQfcrex«  poiots,  and  ip^king  tbofc 
pomts  work  together,  an4  imerch&ngc  re- 
gularly and  furpriiiDgly,  or  one  point  fol- 
lowing it£el|f  ip  both  ^  voices,  i|i  a  kind 
ef  canon^  a^  ^  is  palled-  Thefe  artfulneficsj 
when  well  executed,  give  infimte  delight  to 
the  ear  i  but  thfit  which  I  have  mentioned 
i?  not  formed  after  thofe  defigns,  but  where 
the  voices  jdn,  they  move  exaftly  together 

in 
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in  plam  counterpoint,  which  fhews  little 
more  than  a  Iing!e  air. 

I  thinlc  the  words  in  general  nattrrafly 
enough  cxprcffcd,^and,  in  fome  places,  pa- 
tiieticaDy :  but,  bccaufc  you  feem  to  think 
this  the  whole  myftiery  of  Ifctting,  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  afiure  you,  that  it  is  as 
pofiible  to  exprds  words  naturally  and  pa- 
thetically in  very  faulty  compofition  as  it  is 
CO  hit  a  likcnefs  in  a  bad  pifture.  If  the 
mufic  in  fcore,  without  the  words,  does 
not  prove  itfelf  by  the  rules  of  cpmpojStion, 
which  relates  to  the  l^arniony  and  motion 
of  different  notes  at  the  fame  time,  the 
notes  in  the  finging  parts  will  not  (bifice, 
though  they  exprefe  the  words  ever  fo  na- 
turally. This  is  properly  the  art  of  compo- 
fition, in  which  there  is  room  to  fiiew  ad- 
mirable fkill,  abftrafted  from  the  words ; 
and  in  which  the  rules  for  the  union  x>f 
ibunds  are  a  kind  of  fyntaxis,  from  which 
no  one  is  allowed  to  err.  I  do  not  apply 
this  laft  particular  to  any  thing,  but  only  to 
0yc  you  a  general  idea  of  what  i$  compo- 
fition, 
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fidon.     Yet,  upon  the  whole,  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  jiidge,  the  mufic  of  Sappho  and 
Alexander,  though  4n  fome  places  agree- 
.abk,  i«dn  Jiot  pfcwfe  inafters. 

Having  thus  ^ven  you  my  thoughts 
firccly  and  impartially  Cin  which  perhaps  I 
may  be  miftaken)  I  will  truft  your  good 
ienfe  for  the  ufe  that  may  be  made  of  this; 
and  I  beg  it  may  not  prejudice  me  with  Mr« 
Clayton  or  yourfelf,  and  that  you  will  not 
let  him  know  of  this,  but  only  inform  your- 
felf farther  fiom  others,  on  the  hint^  here 
given. 

I  fliould  not,  you  may  be  fute,  give  you 
or  myfelf  this  trouble,  but  that  I  do  not 
know  how  far  it  may  concern  your  intereft 
to  be  rightly  in&rmed,  wliich  is  the  only 
regard  I  have  in  ihewing  you  this  way  hour 
much  I  am. 

Sir,  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


LETTER 
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1  E  t  T  E  R   XVItl. 
ALEXAN«ERBAYNE,E{qi*  tbMr.HircHES. 
DEAR  SIR,  UncoIn*slan,  Kov.  20,  i7ii# 

XJlFTER  you  left  tne  on  Saturday  nighty 
I  took  up  tlie  SpeSator  of  the  Wedncfday 
before  f ,  which  had  made  a  great  pirt  of 
ilur  conYerfetion;  and  having  carefully 
confidered  it,  I  am  ftill  the  more  (rf  yoiir 
o^iftion,  that  the  letter  which  he  itifettS  iu 
not  fully  anfwered.  I  am  therefore  temp* 
ted  to  fend  you  fome  thoughts  which  occur- 
red to  me  on  that  fubjeft,  thinking  perhaps 
they  migKt  contain  fome  hints  W'hich  you 
may  poffibly  improve  into  a  proper  arifwer 
to  that  admirable  letter.  I  could  not  but 
take  notice,  that  all  he  fays  to  account  for" 
that  inconfiftency  in  behaviour  of  thofe 

•  Barfiil«r  at  law,  ahd  afterwards  ptofcffor  of  the 
municipal  law  in  the  adverfity  of  Edinburgh. 

\  See  vol.  iiy  numb.  2Z2. 

gentle- 
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gentlemen  who  have  the  jufteft  pptiom  of 
life,  &c,  terminates  in  teUiag  us^  that  th^ 
ilower  part  of  mankind  are  rnore  immediT 
2ft\j  formed  for  bxiiinef^  which  is  an  in-? 
terrupiiojQi  to  men  addicted  to  delight?.  Naw 
this  can  n?ver  be  brought  to  bear  ;  for  w« 
l^ave  inoymerabk  inftances  ojf  menojFtti? 
greateft  yivaciiy,  and  wl^o  |iav^  the  moil 
Ijvcly  taft?  of  dfi^ightSij  tba^  b?tYp  ihewn  9 
great  appUcation  to  bufineft,  ^  well,  civU 
as  4omeftic.  And  if  there  is  ^ny  Qiaterial 
difiference  between  them  and  the  ^(lowei; 
part  of  mankind  in  this  poii^^  it  confift^ 
chie^  in  this^  that  th^n^pqf  a  lively, 
briik  im^g^atioo,  are  apt  to  make  toq 
great  hafte  in  things  which  require  a 
greater  exadnefs,  and  are  mor^  laborious 
than  entertaining*  But  to  find  out  the 
iburce  of  this  great  evil  cqmplaiai^d  of  i^i 
the  letter,  I  am  very  ^pt  tp  think  we  muft 
go  back,  and  enquire  into  the  meafures  that 
have  been  ufed  in  our  education.  If  yrot 
can  find  it  there,  it  is  plain  the  intenti<vi 
of  the  letter  m^y  be  anfwered,  which  k  vx 
aipply  a  proper  remedy. 
Vol.  I.  L  There 
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There  is  nothing  more  certain  and  obvi* 
eusy  from  common  experience^  than  that 
the  knowledge  of  rules,  and  the  ready  ap- 
plication of  them,  are  two  diftintft  things, 
and  attainable  by  the 'fame  perfon  by  dif*- 
ferent  mean^.    The  firft  is  the  objeft  of 
pur  intelledtual  faculties  only ;  but  the  laft, 
or'  that  addrefs  or  facility  of  reducing  our 
knowledge  into  praftice,  is  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  mechanical.    There  is  a  habitude,  at- 
tainable only  by  repeated  afts,  which  renr 
ders  the  execution  of  any  praftical  thing 
eafy,  which  we  ought  to  be  made  acquain-f 
ted  with  in  our  youth,  by  a  proper  appli- 
cation to  fiich  things  as  are  then  fuitable  to 
our  capacity,  but  have  fome  analogy  with 
what  is  to  follow,  that  the  habitude  may 
grow  up  with  us,  and  be  gradually  direc- 
ted to  more  proper  objefts  as  we  advance 
in  years.    Thus  It  Is  very  conceivable,  that 
an  ingenious  man,  from  his  own  obferva^ 
tions,  may  be  able  to  read  a  fine  lefture  of 
©economy,  but  abfolutely  unfit  to  fliew  an 
example  of  it  in  his  own  perfon,  if  a  care- 
ful parent  or  tutor  has  not  early  initiated 

hio^ 
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kirn  into  Httle  a£ks  of  induftry^  when  kt 
laid  the  firft  foundation  of  his  education.— 
I  only  give  you  here  a  iketch  of  the  thought 
that  o&ced  itijelf  to  me  )  but  if  it  has  any 
good  foundation  in  reafon^  a  very  beautiful 
fcheme  may  be  drawn  from  it  for  educa- 
tion in  general.  I  am,  with  the  greatell 
<fieem  and  friendihip. 

Dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

AL.  BAYNE. 


«LEtTElt  Xl36 

Mr.  W.  DUNCOMBE  *  to  Mr,  NEBOLBlt  'f. 
DEAR  SUt^  iondoa.  Dee.  8,  1711* 


I 


Remember  that  the  excellent  authot  of 
the  SpeSator^  having,  laft  fummer,  in  one 

*  Yottdger  fon  of  Jdin  Doacombct  eiq;  of  Stockf • 
io  Hertfordfliiic.    He  died  Feb.  26,  I769»aged79. 

t  Of  the  navy-oiEce,  a  man  of  geniiu  and  fciencff 

piety  and  vinve.  -  He  died  in  .i7i8»  ajed  a8.  .  A 

L  z  fmall 
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of  hii  rural  fpeculattons  ♦,  giteii  an  ac- 
count of  t^  le^nderful  fai^city  of  fomb 
animals  in  iMnp  abfoluteljr  nt(xBbry  foe 
tile  foppdrt  aftd  prefcrvaftion  of  their  Ipe- 
cies  i  as^  [farticulariy^  tkat  a  hen  cooftantly 
turns  hfar  eggs,  thfat  h\l  partb  way  piflrtake 
Siflte  of  the  genial  warmth,  and  never 
leaves  them  till  they  arte  coH,  being  iel- 
dom  abfent  above  an  hoUr  in  fummer,  and 
not  To  long  Ih  winter ;  (to  which  give  me 
leave  to  add  a  particular  or  two  in  a  paren* 
thefis.  She  will  only  fit  upon  thofe  that 
are  found  j  for  one  of  my  father's  fervants 
in  the  country  liaving  put  feveral  eggs  un- 
der a  hen  befides  her  own,  (he  threw  two 
or  three  of  them  out  of  her  neft,  which, 
upon  breaking,  were  found  to  be  rotten. 
Pidgeons,  both  male  and  female,  cover 
\heir  dggs ;  iM  if  the  hten  h»ppctts  to  flay 
out  longer  dtan  ordinary,  the  cock  wiM 

fffltll  voTame  of  fiiis  works,  in  rtrik  add  proie,  was 
colleded  and  t>ublHh^d  hy  Mr.  Dunc<Mkibei  la  172^, 
of  which  ther«  have  bet n  three  editioni. 

*  VoUJif  numb.  ii26,  by  Mr.  Ad<Uroii 

drive 
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arivc  her  home) ;  but  (to  proceed  with 
the  SpeHator)  he  then  obferves,  that,  m 
other  things,  which  are  not  conducive  to 
this  end,  tfiey  appear  perfedly  ftupid ;  for 
«  hen  cannot  dilflinguifii  a  piece  of  chalk 
from  an  egg,  but,  if  tYit  latter  be  removrfi 
and  the  chalk  put  inftead  of  it,  will  fiiU 
condnue  to  fit,  and  will  hatch  any  other 
ieggs  as  well  as  her  own ;  and,  after  they 
arc  hatched,  will  as  carefully  proted:  and 
cherifh  ducks  ai!id  partridges,  as  if  they 
were  her  natural  brood.  From  all  this,  he 
at  laft  concludes,  that  "  what  we  call  in- 
**  ftinft  in  animals  (which  appears  fo  like 
*^  reafon)  is  owing  to  the  immediate  di- 
*^  rcdion  of  die  fupreme  Beings  by  fuch  an 
"  Ojp^ration  as  that,  whereby  the  feverai 
**  portions  cif  matter  are  determined  to  their 
*'  proper  centres  ;  which  notion  (fays  he) 
^'  it  delivtred  in  a  bolder  form  of  wdrd» 
*'  by  a  philofopher  quoted  by  Mr.  Bayle, 
"  Deus  eft  anima  trufantm.*.*' 

•  *•  S|sedator/*  vol.  li,  nuinb.  121. 

But 


C    78    ] 

But  though  the  foregoing  inftaocfts  may 
ieem  to  favour  this  opinion^  yet  there  arc 
fo  many  indications  of  memory  and  reflec- 
tion in  brutes  about  matters  not  effentisJ 
to  their  prefervation,  that  I  think  it  is  hard 
to  deny  them  all  manner  of  reafon  in  thofc 
particulars ;  I  Ihould  chufe  rather,  (as  you 
do)  to  allow  them  a  real  foul,  and  rational 
faculties,  inferior  to  the  human-r  The 
ftory  *  you  relate  to  prove  this  reminds  mc 
of  one,  which,  I  think,  deferves  to  be  re- 
membered* 

My  father  had  a  fierce  liiaftifF,  which 
ufed  to  kill  all  the  little  dogs  he  could 
feize  on#  He  had,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fa« 
vourite  lap-dog^  who,  happefning  to  fall  irt 
Cerberus*s  way,  met  with  the  fate  common 
to  thofe  of  his  fize.  The  maftiff  (as  confcious 
that  he  had  committed  a  fault)  immedi* 

*  Of  a  horfe  in .  rQrtfinoatb«yard,  wbo  woold  la- 
bour only  till  he  heard  the  twelve-o'clock- bell  ring  ; 
but  after  tbat»  no  ftripcs  nor  blows  could  force  him 
to  proceed. 

ately 


ately  abfconded^  and  could  not  be  found 
for  fome  time  ;  but  as  my  father  was  one 
evening  {landing  at  the  court-yard  gate,  he 
efpied  his  maftiff  creeping  along  by  the 
wall-fide.  Having  called  him  into  the 
court-yard,  he  Ihut  all  the  doors,  and, 
fetching  a  horfe-whip,  lalhed  him  feverely. 
The  dog  at  firft  ran  round  the  yard,  but 
finding  the  doors  all  fliut,  lay  down  at  his 
feet,  and  fubmitted  to  his  puniftiment  with- 
out crying.  His  matter,  when  he  thought 
he  had  fufficiently  chaftifed  him,  opened  a 
door  to  kt  him  go  out ;  the  dog  walked 
llowly  towards  it ;  he  returned,  and  gave 
him  another  laih,  to  quicken  his  pace.  At 
this  the  dog  growled,  and,  he  believes,  if 
he  had  (truck  him  again,  would  have 
flown  at  him.  I  need  make  no  refledions 
on  this  ftory,  for  what  I  w^ould  infer  from 
it  is  very  obvious. 

But  whether  the  SpeSiator's  notion  about 
this  matter  be  true  or  falfe,  it  is  certain  this 
was  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  ancient 
philcfophers ;   but  then  they  carried  it  a 

great 
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great  deal  fa^er,  apd  contended  not  only 
that  the  foujs  of  bri^t^s^  but  «y^p  of  9i^a 
too,  are  npthing  l^ut  an  e^ux,  or  emsirt^- 
tbn,  from  the  Deity, 

Mr.  HalphtoBf  in  one  of  his  EpifUes  *, 
giving  an,  account  of  the  various  opinions 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  ibul,  has  thefe 
words :  *^  Remarks^ble  of  old  was  the  opi«« 
^^  nion  of  thofe  (and  it  is  ftill  c;inbraced  by 
^  fome)  that  the  foul  is  a  ray^  as  it  wei ^ 
5*  or  em»n^k>9»  of  th^^  Deity,  Qf  thU  opir^ 
^  niop  fornoberly  w^ re  the  Stoicfli^  and  amptig 
^  the  moderns  are  fome  ^^(h^a^,  whom^ 
^'  it  is  necdlefs  to  nam^.  Jf  or  do  thofe 
*•  philofophers-f  dcfcrve  more  notice  who 
**  have  cftablifl^ed  a  *^  ccnnmpn  intelU- 
*'  gcnce,**  or  a  **  fple  «niverf%l  intelied," 
"  which  thpy  ftylQ  the  ^  AgPnt,"  and  im» 
*^  part  it  to  mankind  in  propprtion  to  the 

*  See  tbc  Epiftobe  Miifellaniae  anexed  to  Mr. 
Ralphfon's  Dempn)lratip  de  Deo,  p.  6j, 

f  This  opinion  had  betn  then  lately  maintained' 
^y  Mr.  |l.  Burchpggy  in  a  L^tia  epftle  f(^  Mr.  Locke,: 


f 
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**  various  minds  and  difpofitions  of  theif 
**  organs.  Similar  to  this  among  the  mo- 
•*  derns  are  the  notions  of  Spinofa."  He 
then  quotes  feveral  paffages  from  Spinofa 
in  proof  of  this  charge^ 

The  reafons  of  my  tranfcribiilg  this  paf* 
fage  are,  !•  To  defire  you  to  explain  to  me 
the  difTdretice  between  fhefe  fidtions ;  for 
Mr.  R*  fpeaks  as  of  two  diftind:  opinions, 
whereas  they  fecm  to  me  to  be  But  one^ 
and  the  faiiie.  And,  2.  That  I  might  not 
be  thought  too  fevere  in  faying,  that  if 
lord  Shaftelbury  be  one  of  thofe  enthufiafts, 
of  .whom  Mr,  R.  here  ipeaks,  and  if  his 
"  univerfal  genius*'  is  the  fame  as  is  here 
called  the  **  univerfal  int^llecV  I  do  not 
fee  how  he  cart  believe  the  immortality  pf 
the  foul,  confiderecl  as  one  diftinft  indivi- 
dual being;  fince  it  is  plain,  according  to 
thefe  notions,  that  the  mind  will,  at  the 
diffolutiun  of  the  body,  be  fwallowed  up 
in  the  infinite  abyfs  of  being* 
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1  ihall  «xpe6t,  in  your  next  letter^  yoar 
thoughts  oh  this  fubjed;,  and  am. 
My  dear  friend, 
moft  aflfedlionately  yours, 

w:duncombe. 


•LETTER    XX. 
•    Mr.  Neexxler  to  Mr.  DfmcoMBZ* 

DEAR  SIR»  Poftfinootb^  Dec.  ao,  ijiu 

■  X  COULD  wifh  that  the  SpeSator  had  de- 
livered his  notions  concerning  brutes  a  lit- 
tle more  clearly  and  diftinftly  5  for  it  docs 
not  feem  to  me  fufficiently  plain,  from  what 
he  has  faid,  whether  he  believes  brutes  to 
be  mere  machines  or  organifed  bodies, 
moved  and  actuated  by  the  immediate  hand 
of  Goi),  in  fuch  manner  as  may  beft  con- 
duce to  the  prefervation  of  themfelves  and 
fpecies,  and  the  fitting  them  for  thdfc  ufes 
for  which  they  were  originally  defigiled ;  or, 
that  being  endued  with  a  fort  of  inferior  or 

fenfitivc 
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ienfitive  foul,  diey  move  and  aduate  their 
own  bodies,  receiving  only  diredtion  and 
guidance  from  the  Divine  Providence. 

But  die  Latin  fenteace  which  that  iage- 
inous  writer  quotes  from  Monf.  Boyle,  and 
confeifes  to  exprefs  his  own  lentiment,  to- 
gether with  die  comparifon  he  makes  of  the 
operation,  whereby  he  foppofes  God  to 
direft  brutes  m  dieir  natural  aftions^  to 
that  by  which  the  feveral  pordons  of  mat- 
ter are  determined  to  their  proper  centres 
(in  which  the  matter  fb  determined  is  purely 
paflive,  receiving  only  the  impuUe  of  an 
icxtemal  agent)  incline  rae  to  believe,  that 
he  embraces  the  former  o£  d^efe  opinions. 

This  hypothecs,  ta^en  in  this  fenle,  agrees 
fo  far  with  the  Cartefians  as  to  deprive  brutes 
of  all  foul«  fenfe,  and  perception.  Both 
equally  render  them  mere  machines  or  or- 
ganiied  fyftems  of  matter;  one  rciblving 
all  their  adions  into  Baeehahifm,  and  ma< 
jking  them  the  necefiary  efiefts  of  die  laws 
pf  option }  ike  other  intp  the  external  im- 
M  ?  pulfe 
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pulfc  and  operation  of  the  Divine  Power, 
To  fpeak  my  thoughts  freely,  if  I  belie- 
ved,  that  the  anions  of  brutes  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  foul  or  principle  of  aftion 
within  themj  but  were  either  producecj 
by  the  operation  of  the  Divine  Power  upon 
them  i  or  elf<?  flowed  mechanically  from 
the  laws  of  motion ;  I  fhould  b?  apt  to 
ch'ufe  the  latter  of  thefe  notions.  At  leaft, 
if  it  did  not  appear  utterly  impofTible  to 
;iccount  for  the  anions  of  brutes  mechani- 
cally,-^for  it  feems  to  me,  much  more  coi^- 
cife  and  artift-likc,  and  worthier  of  the 
Pivine  Wifdom,  fo  to  contrive  the  ftruftyre 
aod  difpofition  of  the  parts  of  every  ani? 
mal,  as  that  its  proper  aftions,  according . 
to  the  ^ommop  laws  of  motion,  Ihould  be 
the  neceflary  effedt  of  its  peculiar  make  an4 
conftitution,  than  to  be  obliged  to  inter- 
vene himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  n^aqner  tp 
produce  them- 

The  paflage  you  quote  out  of  Mr.  Ralph* 
fon's  epiftles  is  very  remarkable.  I  remem- 
ber fhat  Mr,  Blount,  \x\  the  **  Oracles  of 

**  Reafon 
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'*Reafon/'  compares  the  foul,  when  joined 
%o  the  body,  to  a  fmall  portion  of  the  fea 
inclofed  in  a  vial  •,  and  when  feparated  from 
it,  to  the  fame  water  confounded  and  in- 
termixed, by  the  breaking  of  the  vial  which 
contained  it,  with  the  ocean,  from  whence 
it  was  at  firft  taken. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  pretty  fimilcs, 
which  are  ufed  to  fet  off  this  notion,  it  ap* 
pears  to  me  very  grofs  and  abfurd. — ^For 
though  the  ocean,  which  is  nothing  but  a 
mafe  of  innumerable  diftinft  particles  of 
water,  may  be  fcparable  into  portions  and 
parcels,  which  may  afterwards  be  poured 
Into  it  again  -,  yet,  how  can  this  poflibly  be 
applied  to  a  fimple  uncompounded  being  ^ 
fuch  as  God  certainly  is !  Or  who,  that  has 
the  leaft  tin6h;re  of  metaphyfics,  can  with 
patience  hear  men  talk  of  plucking  off 
fnips  and  pieces  from  the  Divine  Eflcncc ! 

I  cannot  therefore  blame  Mr.  Ralphfon, 
as  too  fevere,  for  ftyling  thofe  cnthufiafts, 
yrho  could. entertain  fuch  idle  unintelligible 

whimfies  •, 
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vhimfies ;  Qor  for  rankJog  thofe  other  phi* 
lofophcrs  with  them,  who  im^inc  the  fame 
common  intelle<^  *  to  be  imparted  to  all 
men,  though  in  different  mcafures,  accor- 
<}ing  to  the  various  difpofition  of  their  bo- 
dily organs ;  for  this  opinion,  though  not 
coincident  with  the  former,  is  neverthelefs 
equally  ahfurd. — For  as  that  makes  the  ibb- 
ftancc  of  xhe  Deity  divifiWe  into  fcparatc 
portions  and  p^cplg ;  fo  this  fuppofes  him;^ 
though  one  individual  being,  diverfified  at 
the. lame  time  into  millions  of  intelligent 
i)eings«  Othcrwife  all  the  men  in  the  world 
muft  have  been  but  one  foul  i  and,  confe- 
qucntly,  but  one  individual  perfon  j  fmcc 
the  fame  divine  mind  animate$  them  all, 
So  that  it  would  be  no  abfurdity  to  talk  of 
fecang  with  other  mens  eyes,  and  percei- 
ving with  other  nien?  underftandings. 

But  not  to  infift  any  longer  upon  the  abfur^ 
dity  of  fuppofing  the  fame  common  foul  to 

•  Nr  B.  I  Tappofe  this  i?ni?cifal  intcllca  to  be 
the  divine;  asMr.  Ralpfafoo  htfltt8»  by  jaiDing  this 
opioion  with  •Spiaofa's, 

aniniatQ 
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snimate .  a  multitude  of  diftind  pcrfon^ ; 
'tis  a  plain  contradiction,  to  fuppc^  die 
divine  mind  to  be  the  foul  of  any  one  pcr- 
fon,  diftinft  from  itfelf  For,  whatever 
that  perfon  fhouM  be  fuppofed  by  this  foul 
to  think  or  perceive, — not  he,  but  God, 
would  truly  perceive  ;  this  imaginary  foul 
being  in  reality  no  other  than  the  Deity, 

When  I  confider  the  obvious  abfurdity 
of  thefe  notions,  I  cannot  but  admire,  how 
phildfophical  and  ingenious  men  could 
ever  embrace  fuch  wretched  whims.  Nor 
can  I  without  fatisfadion  obferve  thefe 
pernicious  opinions  (which  undermine  the 
foimdations  of  religion,  and  blaft  all  our 
hopes  of  immortality  and  future  happinefs, 
by  taking  away  the  perfonal  diftin£ti<Mi  of 
the  ibul  after  death,)  fo  eafily  refuted  and 
overthrown* 

I  mfuft  confefs  there  are  fome  paflages  in 
Jord  Shaftfbury's  **meditations,"  which  feem 
to  favour  this  notion ;  but,  however,  I  be- 
lieve there  are  none  (allowance  being  made 

for 


{ot  tht  warmth  and  freedom  of  his  ftyle) 
which  there  is  any  ncceflity  of  underftan- 
ding  in  that  ill  fenfe*  It  would  be  great 
pity  that  fo  pious  and  elevated  a  ftrain  of 
devotion  (hould  be  tainted  with  fuch  poi- 
fonous  notions.  1  find,  though  his  lord- 
Ihip  is  reported  not  to  frequent  the  church, 
he  docs  not  altogether  negleft  religion.  He 
feems  to  be  of  the  opinion  of  the  ^ietijlsj 
who  believe  tliat  the  moll  acceptable  wor- 
fhip  of  the  Deity,  and  that  which  fuits  beft 
with  his  fpiritual  nature,  confifts  in  filent 
contemplation  and  inward  adoration  of  his 
infinite  perfeftions* 

,  But  to  return  to  our  philofophy.  The 
ancients  undoubtedly  held  the  fouls  both 
of  men  and  bru:es  to  be  certain  portions  erf", 
or  effluvia  from,  the  Deity  -,  but  neverthe- 
lefs,  there  feems  to  be  fome  difference  be- 
tween  their  notions  of  brutes,  and  Mr,  Addi- 
fan's  in  the  Speltator-^  they  imagined  the  fouls 
of  brutes  to  be  real  diftinft  portions  of  the 
univerfal  foul ;  ^  appears  plainly  by  Virgil: 
whereas  the  Speaator  only  believes,  that 

they 


iiptnttion/   IftlMrticsritft  feme  ci£  die  v€i^ 
tfctibed  m  Qi^ieiu  i 

J^A  mmS^^^  J^^^^v  a#>^Am*  ^M^tib^  ^^^^M^  M^^ 

ii|ttr^tt.iiQt.«iplf  fl^  of  ^  aq^ 

b^tpt,  Vvt  ^  flifKiQft  ttfl  aduKtion  of 

for,  fi»  ^  #e  4f9i./«Did  in#^  Mtouc  5»f 

f^pipq^  iptqtie  aftiie  %nntii4  principle  jn 

il^i^s,  ^Q  90  bc^  ai^iears  to  md  (b  ^^ 
fuce&ijlp.  Offer  tlie  cQiptipflis  of  n^cuie,  9s  1^ 
swcboGf  ofit> 

Tlbif  ^lefficw  ift  jFOur  lettBr  of  OAo^ 
t|ie ^  if  Vfiy  o^ aadrw{irifi9g.  Tif^ 
jjjdeed  a  Toy  foaoge  thti^  to  confider,  that 
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the  probabUky  of  a  pmpofiuoo  fliould  be 
cdpaJ>le  of  decrcaGng  infinitely^  and  yet 
never  totally  vanifli.  That  it  i$  fo^  may  be 
clearly  proved  by  fuppolii^  a  certain  num- 
ber of  blanks  to  be  put  into  a  wheel  toge-* 
ther  with  a  lels  number  of  prizes  i  and  then 
the  number  of  both  blanks  and  prizes 
augmented  equally  in  infinitum,  by  the 
continual  addkipn  q£  a  like  number  of 
each. — ^Forit  is  eafy  to  demonftrate  geo- 
metrically^^ that^  if  to  two  unequal  numbers, 
A  and  B,  be  added  equal  ones,  C  and  D, 
the  fums  A+C  tod  B+D  (hall  not  be 
in  the  fame  proportion  to  each  other  as  the 
firft  numbers  A  and  B  were  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  (uppofing  A  the  greateft  num- 
ber, A+Q  fliall  bear  a  Icfs  proportion  ta 
(or  be  lefe  in  rcfpeft  of)  B-f D,  than  A 
bears 'to  B.  For  example:  the  number 
4  is  double  of  2  :  add  to  both,  2 ;  the  fums 
will  be  6  and  4 1  but  6  is  only  fefquialter 
of  4,  or  contsuns  it  once  and  a  half,  where- 
as 4  is  double  of  2  :  when  it  is  plain,  that 
^c  proportion  of  4  to  2  is  greater  than  of 
6t04'^  4beingto2,  as  2  to  i  ^  but  6.t0  4, 

as 
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as  3  to  i.  But  haw;  \  as  where  rchere  is 
the  greateft  proportion  of  blwks  to  the 
prizes  ;  or  where  the  number  of  blanks  is 
in  refpefik  of  the  number  of  prizes  greattft^ 
there  is  the  gneiiteft  probaibtlhy  x>f  drawing 
a  blank  >ib  on  the  contiary^  for  that  yery 
rea^n,  whern^  there  is  the  kfA  proportion 
of  die  blanfcsito  the  prices,  or  where ^tht 
numberof  bUnka  in  rdtpe^  ofiht  nunber 
of  prizes  is  leaft,  there  is  thf  legft  prpba* 
tolity  of  drawing  abbuik.  Confequently, 
fince^  as  was  ihewn  ^ibovt^  1^9  proportion 
of  the  blanks  to  the  prism  dkninifhes  in&- 
mtely,  the  degrees  of  probability  of  draw* 
ing  tfaofe  blanks  muft  diminifli  infii^itely 
too.  But  yet,'  lince  not¥dd|Q;aiifding:  th^ 
additi<m  pf  eyerTo  maiiy  ^c^oaji  qymbers  to 
the  firft  unequal  aupiber  of  bjianksand 
prizes,  the  blanks  will  always  exceed  the 
number  of  prizes,  it  muft  always  be  pro* 
bable,  that  a  blank  will  be  drawn  ;ib.thae, 
diough  this  probability  of  drawii^  a  hUpk 
decrea&s  in  ir^nihm^  yet  it  cah  niever  va- 
niih  and'  come  to  nothing;  :  A  wonderful 
(QnclvfioA. indeed  1  But  yntijUai  T  t^inki 
N»    '  the 


iiie  ¥b0^  »iii<Mgd,cBpfidBfiiioag  dofew' 
^ocMommw* 

0MD>ftiiloiP^   iM'apatjr  fit  profanbilkjrv  is| 

•Mtte  other  haikH  ^JtiafuMb  oJF  ii|R«a|M 
flg%  bf  iA^hite  4iib'^'  ^<**^^  ff^  <N^ 

9iftg  it  i^titt  oNVi^Atjiu  f  Ml  ^  Hie 
%fpdfe  i  ^r6ui»  Mflibfer  df  j^Htce«  to  h^ 
pat  iH  i  Uhl^  cUm  (syk»  t&ft  njfiftber  <«r 

'  ditt  %lttA  d^e  nynmleir  <)^  lAnats  i«  tr^le  to 
ffiiftili^the^li^f  is  itita«^  fn<e>tHibk  tJull 
•  blank  lfeio«9d  b^  dhi#n^  tl^a  yfhhn  lisef 

^CMdfis^  it  lv9t  b«  iam  probabjK  tKltl 
Wtfeii  dtief  m  dhljr  bi^lfi  &:<:.  fo  thai 
0lipf(^)im^^inll  i:dhttf»|iar$'  ^^  Ma 
tUbesift.  Bm  vt^  ifeite  dlitie  a(ief«ppaft«| 
mtefikiK  j^ateiftitieivfaeelf  itc^imevcv 
Ik  afcivhiulj'  cercom  that  qik  of  them  nof 
ibt  bbdnwti  j  ]»m«ver  mftnifold  the  niin^ 
bfar  of  bluflB  ann/ be  bf  the  ni^nSier  of 
prices.  Aq4 
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Andidiofe^lMJcetofae^pitetdiAr  tmi 
^^fBgai(biK%  pn»pertje»  c^tha  iort  iif^si* 

faft>le  of  flwrp  or  leg;  Snti  Sfiee  iih^ 

^irmrmi^Bwii^J9e^«Sky.  «4Mot  admit 
«f  t%w^  r  it  foOowti,  ^A^  m  tAM  4(s 

equal    lam,  dear  Sir, 
your  fnoft  afl[edionat<; 

friepdaodftnnn^ 

tEttERXXi. 
P*  VI*  ifet^7eft^£^^  to  Mr.  HtwHM. 
MAR  an,  tUtftt,  tf^H 

$.  Feared  the  ft%oe  yrSo  ^l«tte  obliged  to 
imdergo  would  have  foine  in  etfefts  oa 

*  Thit  grademaB,  who  had  •  place  in  the  office 
^  i^ancie,  tntt  tff/iUttHn^jr  UBeft  feme  yean 
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you,  which  I  am  the  more  -tcmGcrned  for, 
becatrfe  you  may  make  yourictf  wotfe  by 
diinkingthis  tane  cSlU  more  for  your  pcr- 
fohsi  attendaAce  ^lan  hithcito ;  but  indeed 
I  have  Ub  trtiil&hleron  that  accomit  than  for 
your  fevci^ ;*  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied  your 
opcn^  is  fo  well  received  by  all  the  beft 
of  both  fexes^.th^t  you  neklier  wUl  nor 
can  lofe  any  thing  by  a  want  of  your  pre-? 
fence,  eithw  before  or  on  Saturday  evei>^ 
ing.  :  / 

I  read  your  opera  on  Monday  morning, 
before  fevcn,  at  the  furveyofs  +  at  WaU 

after,  togctber  wiib  f<nrcr#l  o|her  p^fon?,  by  a  mif- 
.  carriage  in  tbe  calUiig  of  a  Vuge  biUfs  cannon,  at  a 
foimdery  ia  BonbiU-fidds.  Some  damp  getting  to 
Oe  mold,  blew  op  tbe  melted  meu!  asioag  tbe  fpec* 
taton •  Tbe  prince  of  Wales  (afterwards  king 
Geosge  II)  aad  tbe  priacefs  were  to  bave  been  pro* 
fenty  bad  tbey  not  been  providentially  prevented, 
Tbe  gan  iticll  was  kept  at  Wodwichtwarrpn  withi|^ 
tbefe  few  years,  and  perbaps  is  tbe^  ftilK 

•  <<  Calypfi)  and  Telemacbos,^ 

t  Mr.  Bridges,  faryeyor-gcucn4  Qf  Ac  orte^acf, 

Ijngton^ 
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fington,  with  extreme  delight.  All  the 
parts  of  it  are  pleafing.  The  method  of 
the  ftory,  the  eafy  neatncfs  of  the  ftyle,  dae 
aptnefs  and  vivadty  of  the  fongs,  the  oon- 
cifcncfs  of  wcll-chofen  words,  (to  give  the 
mwe  libetty  to  the  mufidan  to  difplaj  his 
artful  harmonj,  without  tiring  the  audi- 
ence,)  and  yercleamefs  of  good  fenfe,  you 
mnftgive  me  leave  to  own,  I  think,  \ron- 
derfulljr  fine  and  taking.  And  fo  they 
feemed  to  be  to  the  furveyor,  for  he  ex- 
preffed,  by  his  looks,  and  bright  twinkling 
of  his  eyes,  a  pleafing  fetisfeftion,  which 
made  his  approbation  drop  from  him  ia 
natural  words  eafier  than  they  ufijaJly  do  ♦. 

I  fliall  perform  your  commands  to  him 
by  letter,  but  fear  I  ihaU  not  fee  him  tUl 
Tuefday  or  Wednciday,  being  to  attend  a 
proof  of  great  guns  at  Woolwich  on  Sa- 
turday. .... 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  affedionatc  moft  humble  fervant, 

DAVID  MERCATOR. 

*  Mr.  B.  iudshfSwMitmhk  fpeedu 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XX«. 

A  Letteh  defigned  for  the  SpECTAtoi* 
Now  firft  printed. 

/>  F  T  f^  R  tbe  /^noouragem^  y^w  have 
ihfiwn  tp  pwfical  exitertaii^aent}  iff  j&nglifii 
CQ!mpofii;k>nt  X  pi^fu«4c  iipyifiAf  JOM  will 
9pffffyve  pf  the  eA<^av49vr9  of  tbff  gentle^* 
men  who  attempt,  to  hfting  an  Gagliih 
opera*  iipqa  diie  (tag?,  ^  cc^tii^iise to* 

*  '<  Calypfo  and  Teleraschiu.*'  Sacli  wat^  at 
that. timet  |he  partiality  in  favoar  pf  Italiao  op^rtty 
that,  after  many  fuch  h^^d  ^een  /^ncotfraged  by  ^arge 
fsMbriptlons,  tbis  of  *'Ca]ypfo  and  Tdemacbus,"  on* 
jgioaJly  .«rfitttn  aiid/et  i«  SoglMi  after  tbe  Itatiaa  otan* 
oer,  waaprepared  jarith  the  uOia!  eypeoce  of  Icenet  aand 
decorations  %  aod  being  much  crow4e<I  ajid  app|«9d(4 
at  the  tehearfalsy  a  fubfcription  wa^  (obtained  for  it  at 
ofmd.  Tbif  alarmed  th^  w,bole  Italian  band^  who  ap» 
prehcnding that  their  harveft  arooM  would  fooa  be  ataa 
fad»  l&ad  incaidteaoiigliy  <tb«  duke  of  Shrewiburyf 
whoTe  dutcfaefs  was  an  Italian^  being  then  lord  cliam* 
bcrlab)  to  pcott^pean  t»d8r,ike4aytefbrt«lie  perfbr* 

miog 
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Wfttds  the  iUj^orting  of  fo  laudable  an  Mxi* 
dettakmg,  a^ainft  the  ified:atton  of  fome^ 
and  the  prejudice  6f  others,  who  have  de- 
clared againfi  it*  I  fhali  therefore  take 
leave  to  lay  bfefore  you  what  is  objeded  to 
it,  ahd  obferve  a  little  up6n  iu 

Now  that  Mr.  Nicolini  is  to  leave  us  ♦^ 
and  that  his  riot  performing  can  be  no 
greate):  objedtbn  againft  an  Engliih  opera^ 
than  a^itiA'^ operas  in  general;  the  only 
one  that  is  ihfifted  on,  is,  i^at  the  poetry 
is  Engliih.  A  hard  matter  indeed !  That 
the  very  argument  which  every  reafonable 
man  would  make  ufe  of  to  promote  a  thing 
fhould  be  turned  againft  it. 

ming  of  this  opera,  to  uke  <fff  the  fobfcription  for  it, 
aid  to  open  the  houfe  at  the  lowed  price*,  or  not  at  all. 
This  was  defigned  to  fink  it,  but  failed  of  its  end. 
It  was,  however,  performed,  though  under  fo  great 
difcouragement,  at  the  queen's  theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  and  was  revived,  fome  years  after,  at  the 
theatre  in  Lincoln's-inn- fields. 

•  Sec  the  **  Spectator,"  vol.  vi,  numb.  405. 
VdL  L  O  I  rea- 
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I  readily  grant,  that  the  foft  aild  opcrt 
pronunciation  of  the  Italian  language  fa- 
vours mufic  in  general  more  than  ours 
does  ;  but  ftill  our  own  is  not  fo  wanting 
in  that  particular^  but  the  defeft  may  be 
fo  well  fupplied  by  a  ikilful  poet,  that  the 
difference  there  is  will  be  more  than  balan- 
ced by  hearing  words  that  give  us  agree* 
able  ideas ;  inflsead  of  brute  fyliables  that 
can  give  us  Engliihmen  no  ideas  at  alL 
And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  as 
every  fcene  in  an  opera  is  not  to  ihew  the 
lover  and  his  miftrefs,  it  may  frequently 
happen,  that  the  majefty  of  forae  Englifh 
vrotds  will  appear  to  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  mufic,  as  being  more  proper  to  the 
fubjeft,  than  the  foftnefs  of  the  Italian ; 
for  our  fenfes  are  never  fo  elegantly  grati- 
fied as  when  our  reafon  has  a  fharc  in  the 
entertainment. 

There  are  feme  perfons  who  have  acqui- 
red a  certain  cant,  that  the  mufic  is  the 
only  thing  to  be  regarded  in  an  opera,  not 
confidering  that  there  is  an  infeparable  con- 

.    nedion 
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aeiflion  between  the  beauties  in  the  mufie, 
and  thofe  of  the  poetry.  I  would  have 
Aich  therefore  informed,  that,  in  dramatie 
mufic,  the  greateft  beauty  lies  in  .the  ex* 
preffion  ;  which,  whether  effeded  by  the 
movement  of  the  parts,  or  by  the  modula- 
tion of  the  harmony,  is  that  in  mufic  which 
afieds  our  paffions,  when  jufUy  adapted 
and  applied  to  words  impreiSng  ideas  on 
the  imagination  which  are  apt  to  raife^them. 
And  thus  the  united  force  of  poetry  and 
mufic,  exerting  itfelf  on  the  imagination, 
produces  in  the  hearer  a  ftronger  percept 
tion,  than  would  arife  from  the  ideas  raifed 
finglj  by  the  mufic.  If,  therefore,  the 
mufic  demands  at  leaft  words  of  known 
fignificadon,  whereby  it  may  difplay  its 
greateft  beauty,  it  is  evident,  that  in  the 
Italian  operas  we  do  not  hear  that  in  its 
perfeftion,  for  the  fake  of  which  alone 
we  introduced  them.  And  let  us  confider 
now  what  a  ftrange  defcriptioh  it  would 
be  of  a  public  diverfion  of  the  polite  part 
of  a  whole  nation,  to  fay  that  it  was  fuch 
that  the  mufic  in  it  was  the  only  entertain- 
.  0  %  ment. 
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ment,  the  poetry  being  in  an  unknowa 
language,  whereby  the  great  beauty  of  the 
mufic  too  lay  concealed.  The  reafoa  that 
fo  few  have  had  any  tafle  of  the  recitative- 
mufic>  may  be  eaiily  colleded  from  whft 
J  have  faid,  fince  it  had  nothing  to  i;ecopx*' 
mend  it  but  the  expreiSon  of  the  ixxufic, 
which  I  havf  Ihcwn  y(2fi  loft  to  \js.  But 
were  we  once  made  acquainted  with  thi^ 
particular  ftyle,  by  haying  it;  fet  forth  to  u$ 
Ivith  all  the  charms  of  ?nglifii  verfc,  we 
(hall,  no  doubt,  as  commonly  hear  a  tune- 
catcher  bummhiig  over  to  himielf  a,  piece 
q{  recitative  as  he  now  dpes  an  air. 

Thus  far  in  aniwe^  to  thofe  who  placf 
the  fole  entertaini^ent  of  an  opera  in  the 
mufic  ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  think  we  ought 
to  expeft  fomething  from  the  poetry  too, 
and  I  cannot  but  think,  that  an  Englifh 
opera,  well  written,  ^nd  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  dramatic  poetry,  would  be  n^ 
fmall  addition  to  the  entertainment. 

My 


My  ifltendo^a  is  not  to.  enlarge  in  pnufe 
of  thb  new  opera  of  "  Calypfc^  and  Tc^^ema? 
V  chus,"  nor  to  engage  yo\i  to  t^opOjipfn^ 
it  farther  tq  the  town,  than  that  thpy  lyould^ 
without  prejudipe»  give  it  as  faiir  a  hearing 
as  the;  are  ufed  to  give  to  isi  n,e^  l^j^ 
opera,  ^n/ct  thus  much,  at  Icaft,  we  (^yfri^ 
in  common  juftLce,  to  the  gec^man  of  ^ 
foreign  nation  *^  who  ha?  be^n  at  fo  much 
pains  to,  reconcile  h$  to  o^r  own  lapguagei^ 
as  to  prefent  us  with  an  opera  in  it.  And 
upon  that  condition  I  ihali  gladly  leave  his 
perfoimance  to  ihift  for  itfelf. 

When  I  confidcr  that  I  am  vmting  to  a 
man  of  your  philofophy,  I  cannot  but  ob- 
ferye,  on  this  occafion^  how  much  more 
invincible  are  the  prejudices  pf  our  advan- 
ced years  than  thofe  of  our  youth.  Theli^ 
urc  only  the  wrong  vp^ions  of  our  educa* 
tjon,  \vhich»  upon  better  infprina^on,  w$ 
are  rcad|y  to  give  up,  np  op^  judging  it  an 
ipiputatian  to  h^ve  i^  t^g^t  he  wanted 

•  Mr.  Galliard, 

judg. 
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judgment  to  make  a  right  choice  when  he 
was  a  boy.  But  thofe  are  the  acqfhrements 
of  our  njanhoody  which  our  vanity  fecures 
flgainft  all  attacks,  and  renders  impregna- 
ble :  for,  in  this  jtarticular,  fuch  is  its  do- 
minion over  us,  that,  even  after  convidion, 
we  would  feem  ftiU  to  entertain  the  falfe 
opinion,  vainly  flattering  ourfelves,  that 
while  we  appear  not  to  be  confcious  of  our 
error,  the  world  therein  ?an  never  difgpver 
our  fojlyt 


X.  E  T  T  E  R   XXIIL 

Mr.  Addiso^i  to  Mr.  Hughes. 
DEAR  SIR|  Apt.  24, 1 7 1 3. 

X  HIS  is  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am 
forced  to  praftife  a  great  piece  of  felf-de* 
nial*  In  Ihort,  I  muft  deprive  my  play*  of 
the  noble  ornament  you  defigned  for  it. 
My  friends,  who  all  of  them  concur  with 

mc 
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mc  in  admiring  your  beautiful  copy  of 
verfes,  are  however  of  opinion,  that  it  will 
draw  upon  me  an  imputation  of  vanity ; 
and  as  my  play  has  met  with  an  unexpec- 
ted reception,  I  muft  take  particular  care 
not  to  aggravate  the  envy  and  iil-nature 
that  will  rife  on  courfe  upon  me.  Befides, 
to  tell  you  truly,  I  have  received  other 
poems  on  the  fame  occasion,  and  one  or 
two  from  perfons  of  quality,  who  will 
never  pardon  me  if  I  do  not  give  them  a 
place  at  the  fame  time  that  I  print  any  other, 
I  know  your  good  fenfe  and  friendihip  to- 
wards me  will  not  let  you  put  a  wrong  in- 
terpretation on  this  matter ;  and  I  am  furc 
I  need  not  tell  you  with  how  much  iince- 
rity  and  efteem,  I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obliged  and 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.ADDISON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

Mr.  HcGHEs  td  Mr.  Addisok* 

MAll  sir;  Apr.X5,  1713. 

X  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  ifor  your 
kind  letter.  The  warm  exprefEons  of  friend- 
fhip  in  it  give  me  a  much  more  fenfiblc 
pleafurc  than  any  I  could  receive  from  the 
^approbation  of  my  verfcs.  I  confefs,  when 
I  wrote  them,  I  had  no  thoughts  of  your 
printing  them  ;  and  though  nothing  would 
flatter  me  fo  much  in  the  making  them  pub- 
lic, as  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  my  name 
with  yours,  yet  I  am  one  of  thofe  friends 
who  think  your  prefent  refohition  perfeft- 
ly  right,  and  entirely  acquiefce  in  your 
reafons  *•     I  cannot  but  applaud  at  the 

•  Thcfc  verfcs,  with  fcvcral  others,  were  however 
prefixed  lo^all  the  fobfcquent  editions  of  "  Cato," 
but  non^  from  **  perfons,of  quality"  appeared 
among  then. 

fame 
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jGuM  tune  yt>ur  dmflle  eiyaymieat  ojF  iSmn^ 
which  I  thioJi:  fquniUy  above  envy  aiid  in« 
capable  of  receiving  any  addition.  I  an^ 
with  all  poflibte  dfteem^ 

Sir,  your  mod  afieftionate  and 
jsoft  obedieat  hyii^ble  icrvant^ 


LETTER    XXV, 
Mr,  ^OPE  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bekkejley  \ 
DEARSIRf  Soadq^ 

IVIy  lord  biAop-jr  was  very  much  co»> 
cerned  at  miffing  .yaayefi<iiday;  hedefiralb 

*  Afterwards  the  jafUycelcbf»l0dbtliioporCl«7^ 
This  letter,  thoogk  witheot  a  date,  moft  Jure  been 
written  in  the  year  lyxs,  when  the  author,  by  the- 
meant  of  Swift,  firfl  became  acqodnted  with  Mr* 
Bcrkel^,  who  was  then  in  England,  in  hit  way  to 
luly,  at  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Peterborongh,  ambaf- 
fador  to  Sicily  and  the  lulian  ilatet.  His  lettert  to 
I^ope  fifo^  LeghotA  and  Napkt  (fee  that  f^fE'a 
«•  WDfl9/'  ta«.  vol.  t,  Bp.  26^  277,  and  zi^}  flp^jer 

\Soi..i;  P  na 
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iiic  to  crtgagc  yoo  and  myfcif  to  dine  with 
him  this  day,  but  I  was  unluckily  pre-cn- 

Ds  regret  that  there  are  oaly  three  of  them.    Daring 
his  abrenoe,  Truiity-college,  Dublin,  of  which  he 
wi^  then  one  of  the  fenior  fellows,  created  him,  in 
1717,  D.  D.  by  diploma.     Dr.  Berkeley  returned  to 
Wand  in  1718,  and  in  1724  wai  advanced  to  the 
deanery  of  Dtriy^  where  he  was  no  fooner  fettled, 
than  he  formed  a  plan  for  the  promotion  of  religion 
and  learning  in  America,  by  eftabliftiing  a  college 
in  the  iflandf  of  Bermuda.  With  this  benevolent  and 
truly  chriftian  view,  having  obtained  a  royal  charter, 
the  dean  fet  fail  ior  Rhode-iiland  in  September  1728. 
But  not  finding  himfelf  fopported,  in  this  laudable 
deiign,  by  thofe  who  alone  could  render  it  effiedual, 
he  returned  to  England  in   1731,  and  in  1733  was 
promoted  to  the  biihopric  of  Cloyne.    His  lordihip 
died  at  Oxford,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  Jannaiy 
X4»  >753>  (having  iettled  there  a  itw  months  before, 
to  fuperlntend  the  education  of  his  fon)  and  was  in- 
terred in  Chriil-ehurch  cathedral,  where  an  elegant 
monunient  is  eredled  to  his  memoiy,  with  as  elegant 
an  epitaph  by  Dr.  Markham,  now  biihop  of  Chefler. 

To  Cato  Virgil  paid  one  honeil  line. 
Pope  never  wrote  a  truer  than  that  which  does 
juflice  to  Berkeley. 

t  Atterbury,   who,  having  heard  much  of  Mr. 
Berkdey,  wifhed  to  fee  him.    Accordingly  he  was 

one 
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gaged.  And  (upon  my  telling  him  I  fliould 
cany  yoii  out  of  town  to-mortow,  and 
hoped  to  keep  you  till  the  end  of  the  week) 
he  has  defired  that  we  will  not  fail  to  dine 
with  him  the  ^next  Sunday,  when  he  will 
have  no  other  company. 

I  write  you  this,  to  intrcat  you  will  pro- 
vide yourfelf  of  linen  and  other  neceflaries 
fufficient  for  the  week ;  for,  as  I  take  you 
to  be  idmoft  the  only  friend  I  h^ve,  diatis 
above  the  little  vanides  of  the  town,  I  ex^ 
pcd  you  may  be  able  to  renounce  it  for 
one  week,  and  to  make  trial  how  you  like 
myTufcylum,  becayfe  I  aflure  you,  it  is 


pne  day  introdaced  to  the  bifliop  by  the  earl  ofBerke^ 
ley.  After  fome  time,  Mr.  B.  quitted  the  room  :  oa 
which  lord  B.  faid  to  the  bilhop,  **Does  my  coufin 
*^  anfwer  your  lordfhtp't  expedations?''  The  bifliop» 
liftiBg  up  faia  hands  ia  aftooi/hflv^t,  ieplied»  "  So 
f '  mocL  iinderfiandingt  fo  mnch  knowledge,  {o  much 
**  innocence,  and  fach  hofflilify»  I  did  not  think  had 
*'  been  the  portion  pf  any  but  angds,  'till  I  faw  th!s 
•*  ^ntleman.*' 

f2  no 


lid  left  fouM^  and  hope  you  will  ufe  it  as 

yOMT  Qwn  comi&ty  viila^  the  enfuing  feafon* 

I  am,  fiuKhfuUy  yours^ 

A.  POPE. 


LETTER    XXVL 
Mt.  BaVWe  to  Mr.  H^6h£S. 

dfiAR  SBLi  Wttnjs^  Sept.  4^  1715. 

JLt  is  ao  (mall  pain  to  me  to  think  that  I 
am  henceforth'  to  be  cut  off  from  my  dear 
Mr;  Hughes's  company.  It  is  a  rcfl^ion, 
I  can  afilire  you,  that  makes  my  heart  ach, 
even  now,  while  I  have  the  greateft  reafon 
imagpinable  to  enj6y  a  tranquillity  of  mind, 
by  having  laid  the  future  happihcis  of  my 
life  here,  upon  very  reafonable  foundations ; 
but  it  is  ftUl  fome  comfort  to  me  to  hope, 
that,  in  place  of  your  oonverfaticm,  you 
will  be  fd  kind  to  me  as  to  let  me  have  your 
correlpondence.  I  am  now  to  tell  you,  that 
a  young  lady  has  got  poflcfllon  of  my  heart, 

and 
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^at  I  hsve'gdodreafim  to  thiiik  i  ihkH  &bh 

hgve  hen  ih  exchange.    It  happens  thst 

this  young  lady  is  a  Mj.  i^^>  and  a 

youngeft  daughter,  upon  which  fonffL  ci£Sf 

ftnagine  that  I  have  thou|^  of  thfe  Sparhkf^^ 

and  flittct  ihyfeif  that  my  fatoi^ne  xs-ktpf 

Hke  Mk.  IronBkk's.    There  is  fboiediing 

▼ay  pardctdar  in  my  ftory,  ariifing  ftbbi 

friendihip,  of  wttch  our  intimiiey  challengef 

an  accooht  from  me; 

y<m  may  remember,  I  had  a  coufm  and 
i^iend^  that,  two  yeari  agb^  tame  to  fb« 
me,  and  fttf^ed  fome  time  ih  Uncotin's  Inn. 
With  this  gemleman,  yoa  inuft  kiib#,  I 
have  had  a  very  longi  cok^^t^  &nd  warni 
iiiendfiiip ;  and,  you'll  readily  imiiginei  he 
was  at  Edihbui^  to  mbst  Ate  ujpon  my  ar- 
rival  dicrc;  The  next  fasoniing  ii^e  contri- 
ved to  be  tog^tfaei'  ^tei  the^  i(fhen  he,  who 
has  devoted  himfelf  xm  a  fingle  life^  took 
occaOdH  to  compkun  to  me  how  much  he 

•  See  the  ckaiaaer  of  the  «<  Spvkltr'^  ia  the 
'<  Gittidian/'  numb.  5. 

fuffercd 
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fyStred  by  my  abfence,  and  how  joyiefs 
even  his  rural  amufements^  and  one  of  the 
pretdeft  countiy-leats  of  his,  were  to  him, 
while  I  had  no  fliare  therein,  wiihing  with*' 
al,  as  he  had  done  two  years  ago,  that  I 
could  think  of  leaving  England,  find  out  a 
proper  mate  for  mylelf,  and  come  and  live 
with  him.  You  cannot  doubt  but  thefe 
warm  fottcitadons  of  fo  dear  a  friend  made 
a  very  deep  impreflion  on  me.  A  few  hours 
after,  I  chanced  to  go  to  pay  my  refped^ 
fo  this  g^tleman'smother,  whom  I  found  at 
a  tea-table  with  her  three  daughters :  the 
Sparkler  very  foon  caught  my  eye  ^  for  ha-r 
Ting  known  her  when  fhe  was  a  ^1,  and 
then  a  great  favourite  of  ipine,  I  had  an 
elegant  fatisfiidion  in  obferving  that  fhe 
was  now  what  ihe  then  promifed  to  be.  In 
Ihort,  I  ibon  found  myfelf  lb  much  hers, 
and  fhe  being  fo  nearly  related  to  my  friend, 
that  I  could  not  but  think  that  Providence 
had  contrived  to  make  this  prc^fal  efitc- 
tual.  I  gave  into  it,  and  matters  are  as  far 
advanced  as  Recency  could  permit  in  fq 
ihort  a  time, 
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It  will  be  an  infinite  pleafare  to  me  ta 
hear  from  you,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  be- 
lieve me,  in  every  ftate  and  condition  of 
life,  to  be  with  great  trudi,  dear  Sir, 
Your  afie&ionate  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

AL.  BAYNE. 


LETTERS  XXVII,  XXVIII,  &  XXIX. 

Three  Letters  (by  Mn  HudHEs)  defigned 
for  the  Guardian.   Now  fitft  printed* 

X  HERE  are  few  men  but  are  capa^ 
ble,  at  fome  time  or  other,  of  making  a 
right  judgment  of  themfelves ;  therefore 
having,  as  I  think,  caught  myfelf  in  one 
of  thefe  wife  fits,  I  am  refoived  to  make 
uie  of  it,  while  it  lafts>  and  hfy  my  cafe 
before  you.  I  was  bred  a  fiercer.  I  Deed 
not  telJ  you  that  moft  of  our  profeflion  are 

orators*    I  have,  with  fome  pains,  attained 

to 
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Co  a  great  -«3Qluh^it7.  o£  toogvs,  and  am  a 
perfeA  matter  in  the  art  of  fljqpt-riietoric, 
which,  with  the  help  of  a  feir  wig,  apUu- 
fible  bow,  a  gentk  inclinawm  of  tkc  head 
in  proper  parts  of  my  difcourfe,  and  an 
eafy  motion  of  the  hand,  fets  off  all  that  1 
utter,  and  has  helped  me  to  thrive  in  the 
world  very  comfortably.    By  this  means» 
Mr.  Ironfide,  as  I  owe  my  profperity  to 
noife,  I  am  grown  an  utter  enemy  to  filencc, 
and  when  I  go  among  my  plain  honeft  neigh- 
bours, who  arc  not  of  any  of  the  talking 
profeffions,  I  cannot  help  affuming  a  fupe- 
riorityover  them,  which,  I  find,  has  been  a 
little  refented.  I  have  often  refolved  to  con- 
fine my  oratory  to  xhe  vergp  of  my  Oiop, 
and  to  employ  it  only  in  fitting  off  my  fUks 
and  brocades,  but  long  habits  are  not  eafily 
overcome,  and  the  mufical  found  of  my 
own  voice  has  tempted  me,  as  often,  td 
break  that  refoludon.    Many  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, 1  know,  would  take  it  kindly 
if  I  talked  1^,  and  if  you  would  put  mc 
in  a  way  to  do  it,  I  ftiould  be  very  glad  to 
oblige  them.    You  muft  know,  that  I  am 

fome- 
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fometimescfaaimiiiii  of  a  club^  ifvlierefome 
of  them  cdtnplkih  thsr  they  have  not  their 
Ihare  of  the  difbottrfe^  and  odien  (in  rail*- 
lery,  L  fiippofe)  ail  me  the  fine  i{)eaker. 
1  have  ofibrtd  to  pay  double  for  dsjr*  dUb, 
but  that  urill  not  farisfy  them.    Befides^ 
Mh  Guardian,  I  have  heard  that  you  mo* 
ralifls  fajF^.  it  is  difficult  for  a  man  to  talk 
much  without  o£fending  agunflr  tnith^  in* 
nocence,  or  good  manners;  and  how  do  I 
know,  now  I  am  ferious,  whether  this  un- 
happy talent  may  not,  at  fome  time  or 
other,  havemifled  mo  mto  faUhood,  un- 
charitablcnefs,  or  fcandal?  It  is-poflible  that 
the.  fuperfluity  of  my  diieourfe  may  have 
fallen  upon  the  reputation  of  fome  hbneft 
man,  and  have  done  him  an  irreparable  in- 
jury^   I  may,  in  the  torrent  of  my  loqua*- 
oty,  havrloflEbttdnialinerit,  ormi^nified 
little  fufings,.  beyond  tho  allowance  rof  cha* 
rity  OP  fauoBUDty;    I  may  have  raifedan 
ui^f  jeaUnQr  by  a;  flowenof  fpcech,  pme* 
tifedupon  credulity  by  a  fmooth  fentct»ce^. 
and,  in  the  heat  of  an  argument,  I  may 
have  called  a  man  knave  by  a  fhake  of  the 
VoL.L  Q^  head 


C    XI4    ] 

head  and  a  flirug  of  the  Ihoulders.  To  be 
plain,  I  have  fearched  my  heart,  and  find 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  vanity  at  the  hot* 
tomof  it«  Therefore,  Mr.  Guardian,  now 
I  am  in  a  proper  difpofition,  if  you  will  be 
pkafed  to  give  me  a  ledhire  on  this  fubje^, 
and  be  fo  kind  as  to  convince  me  that  I  am 
a  coxcomb,  you  will  do  a  very  particular 
fcrvicc  to.  Sir,  ^ 

Your  very  humble  fcrvant. 


To  Nestor  Ironside,  Efq; 

Or,  in  his  abfencc,  to  the  keeper  of  the  lion, 

at  Button's  coffee-houfe,  Covcnt-garden. 

OLD  IRONSIDE,  Sept.  1713. 

J.F  your  lion  had  not  lefs  breeding  than  a 
bear,  he  would  not  have  opened  his  throat 
againft  fo  geateel  a  diverfion  as  mafquera- 
ding  *,  which  has  ever  been  looked  upon, 
in  all  poUte  coimtries,  as  tending  to  no 

^  See  ihC  Guandko,"  vol.  ii,  nomb.  142  k  iS4. 

Other 


1 
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othet  end  dian  to  promote  a  better  tind^- 
fluding  between  the  fexcs«  But  I  (hall 
take  smother  opportunity,  Mr.  Ironfide,  to 
talk  with  you  upon  this  fufaje^t  My  pre- 
fent  bufinels  is  with  the  lion ;  and  fince  this 
£nrage  has  behaved  himfelf  fo  rudely,  I  do, 
by  theie  prefents,  challenge  him  to  meet 
me  at  the  next  maiqueradey  and  defire  you 
will  give  orders  to  Mr.  Button  to  bring  him 
thither,  in  all  his  terrors,  where,  in  defence 
of  the  innocence  of  thefe  midnight  amufe- 
ments,  I  intend  to  appear  againft  him^  in 
the  habit  of  Signor  Nicolini,  to  try  the 
merits  of  this  caufe  by  fmgle  combat.  I  am, 
Yovirs, 

INCOQNITO. 


HONEST  NESTOR, 

Jt  RTTHEE,  ftop  your  lion's  mouth  t 
little  on  the  chapter  of  mafqueradmg.  I 
have  purlued  a  dear  creature  f  everal  of  thefe 
gay  nights  through  three  or  four  as  odd 
changes  as  any  in  ^^  Ovid's  ^etamorphoies,'* 
Qlji,  and 
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«id  flie  has  promffed,  at  the  neict,  in  the 
MAt  of  a  gypfy,  to  tell  me  fins^jr  my  for- 
tune^  Be  dumb  |iU  dieo,  and  fifperwords 
fj^y-^at  you  plcafc, 

ToiH-  hpmM^  fetvant. 


J.  E  T  T  E  R    XXX, 
Mr.  Hu69£s  to  Mr,  AoDisoNt 

DEAR  SBL9  Oaober  6,  1713. 

X  DO  not  doubt  but  yoti  know,  by  this 
thnc,  that  Mr,  Steele  has  abruptly  dropped 
the  Guardian  *.  He  has  publiihed  this  day 
a  paper  Called  the  &gBJhman^  which  be- 
^ns  with  an  anfwer  to  the  Bxanm^^  writ- 
ten with  great  boldnefs  and  fpirit,  and 
ftews  that  his  thoughts  are  at  prefent  en* 
lirely  on  politics.    Some  of  his  friends  are 

*  Tke  laft  onmber  of  the  **  Gairdiait"  wn  pub* 
lilhtd  Oapbcr  1,  1743. 
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in  parin  abottt  him,  and  are  concerned  tfadt 
a  paper  fbcmid  be  difegntinoed^irhich  might 
jiave  btcn  gesierally  tmcxtaismg  withooc 
•cngargkig  in  party-matters^ 

I  know  not  whether  fooh  a  paper  as  the 
Guardian  may  hereafter  be  attempted  by 
other  haods.  I  remember^  you  weit  once 
pieafed  to  aft  me,  what  I  tfaott^t  would 
be  a^ood  plan  4  and  this  unexpected  o<xa- 
£on.faas  given  me  a  thought,  which  I  b^ 
feave  to  offer  to  your  confideration :  and 
becade  I  cannot^  at  this  diibance,  ib  weil 
explain  i(  to  you  in  the  compafs  oi  a  letter, 
I  inclofe  a  /light  flieteh  I  have  juft  begun 
of  it  to-day:  only  I  muft acquaint  you,  than 
what  I  fend  is  a  fequd  of  a  paper  which  ia 
to  opeo  the  pian»  and  which  defcribes  a 
ibdety  of  learned  men,  of  various  charac- 
ters, who  meet  together  to  carry  on  a  con- 
veriation  on  all  kinds  of  fubjecls,  and  who 
empower  their  iecretary  to  di'aw  np  any  of 
tbdr  difcouiies,  or  publifh  any  of  their 
writings,  under  the  tide  of  the  Regijier. 
By  this  meanS)  I  think,  the  town  might  be 

feme 
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Ibmedmes  entertained  with  dialogue,  which 
will  be  a  new  way  of  writing,  either  related 
or  (ct  down  in  form,  under  the  names  of 
different  fpeakets ;  and  fometimes  widi  e& 
fays,  or  with  d^fcourfes  in  the  perfon  of  the 
writer  of  the  paper. 

1  chufe  to  fend  you  the  fecond  paper, 
though  unfini(hed,  becaufe  you  will  fee  an 
ofier  in  it  at  a  new-invented  charader,  with 
a  cail  of  oddnefs  in  it  to  draw  attention^ 
and  to  lay  a  foundation  fi:>r  a  great  variety 
of  matter  and  of  adventures.  I  wifli  I  could 
tempt  you,  by  any  flight  thought  of  mine, 
to  take  foniething  of  this  kind  into  confi- 
deration :  I  fhould,  on  fuch  condition,  be 
willing  to  furnilh  one  paper  in  a  week,  on 
this,  or  any  plan  you  (hall  think  more  pro^ 
per,  but  without  you  I  fhall  make  no  far* 
ther  ufe  of  it* 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  it  is  my  opinion, 
and,  I  believe,  that  of  mofl:  others,  that 
fuch  a  paper  fliould  be  only  three  times  a 
week:  when  it  (hould  begin,  or  whether 
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at  all  or  not,  I  fubmic  to  you,  and  (hall  be 
glad  to  be  favoured  with  a  few  lines  from 
you  on  this,  direded  to  me  in,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES, 


LETTER    XXXL 

Mr.  Addison  to  Mr.  Hxtohes. 

DEAR  SIR,  Bilton%  0&.  li,  17134 

X  AM  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kind  letter^  and  the  fpecimen,  which  I  read 
over  with  great  pleafure,— I  think  the  title 
of  the  Regijler  would  be  lefs  afluming  than 
that  of  the  Humam$y-aub  •,  but,  to  tell  you 
truly,  I  have  been  fo  taken  up  with  thoughts 
of  that  nature  for  thefe  two  or  three  years 
laft  paft,  that  I  muft  now  take  fome  time 
pour  me  delajfer^  and  lay  in  fewel  for  a  fu- 
ture work.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhould 
be  glad  if  you  would  fet  fuch  a  projeft  on 

^  Near  Ragbj  in  Warwickihixc. 

foot 
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fbot,  for  I  know  nobody  elfc  capable  of 
focceeding  in  it,  and  turning  it  to  the  good 
of  mankind,  fince  my  friend  has.  laid  it 
down.  I  am  in  a  thoufand  troubles  for 
poor  Dick,  and  wifli  that  his  zeal  for  the 
public  may  not  be  ruinous  to  himfelf  * ;  but 

•  Mr.  Addifon  (as  the  event  (hewed)  was  too  true 
ft  prophet,  fait  friend  **  popr  Dick,"  who  w«i  then 
member  for  Steckbrnfge,  be'mg  expelled  the  houfc 
of  commons,  March  15,  1713-14,  for  fome  libellous 
paragraphs  in.  the  *«  Engliflimao,"  and.  in.aAOClicr 
paper  called  the  ••  Crifis," 

A  late  excellent  developer  of  the  human  heart» 
[Mrs.  Catherine  Talbot,]  in  her  xvith   ••ciTay,"  p. 
133,  after  drawing,  with  great  precifion,  **  that  kind 
**  of  Ihaiter-witted  amiable  chara^er,  which  gains  no 
**  confidence,  and  lofes  all  refped  $  that  carelefft 
**  gay»  good-humonred  creatorei  asfuUof  lifelineff; 
**  and  entertainmefit  as  voidof cautiion4U)ddifcretiony • 
^  which  lives  00  from  moment  to  moment,  without. 
**  meaning  any  harm,  or  ever  taking  thoroogh  pains 
«'  to  do  good ;"  adds»   **  By  all  I  couki  ever  learo, 
**  the  great  and  amiable  fir  Richard  Steele  was  one^of ' 
*^  thefe  wJiimficalvohappy  mort^is..    Wiih ageiiiat. 
^  and  a  heart  that  few  have  ever  equalled,  he  had 
**  this  dtfe£t  in  condiid^  to  fucb  a  degre«»  as  made 
i  **  hifn,  in  evtry  refpcft,  but  that  of  an  author,  aa 

^  ••  hurtfal 


\ 
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lie  has  fent  me  word,  that  he  is  determined 
to  go  on,  and  that  any  advice  I  can  give 
him,  in  this  particulars  will  have  no  w^pight 
with  him* 

I  beg  you  will  prefent  my  moft  fihccre 
refpeds  to  Sir  Richard  Blackmorc,  and  that 
you  will  add  my  lifter's  *,  who  is  now  with 
mc,  and  very  much  his  htimbk  feiVant.  I 
wifh  I  could  fee  him  and  yourfclf  in  thefe 
parts,  where  I  think  of  ftaying  a  month  or 
two  longer. . 

^  httrtfal  a  laeiiibetf  of  fociety  m  «e11  conid  be.  V^t 
^*  like  iris  MrnBd  his  very  diftfefie*  into  enceruun^ 
***  ment,  and  it  is  hard  to  iay«  whether  he  raifed  in  hit 
*f  tfoqiiaibtaBee  more  love,  diverlion»  or  conpaffi6n. 
'<  Bat  What  pity  h  U,  that  fiich  a  mind  iboiild  hava 
«<  hadaaybkmiibatalll'' 

*  Dorothy,  firft  married  to  Dr.  Sartre  (rFre^elu 
man)  prebendary  of  Wefiminfter,  and  alterwardft  t» 
Daniel  Combes,  efq;  Swift  (after  dining  with  thi» 
kdy  and  her  firlk  hufbaud  at  his  prebendal-hoofe, 
Oa«a^,  1710,)  fays  of  her,  '' Addilbn's  £fler  is  ar 
**  fort  of  wit»  very  like  him.    I  am  DOt  fond  of  hcr^ 

frc.''-.-Sef  letter  vii  of  )iii  '<  Joarnal  to  Stelk.'' 

Vou.  I  &  I  am 


<« 
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I  am  always,  with  tix  grfe««ffimiA  and 
<$fteem, 

^,  your  moft  MdiM  and 

moft  obedient  fervant» 

J.  ADDISON. 


L  E  T  T  E  FL  XXXIJ, 
Sir  Rich.  Blackmore  *  to  Mr.  Hfghe»» 
i.l.*»  Ner.  It,  1713. 

W  IffiN  the  affiftance  I  offered  to  you 
and  Mr.  Addifon  was  declined  by  both»  I 

•  Tliii  writer,  thongb  the  butt  of  tkt  wit*,  el^ 
cUlly  of  Drydea  and  P«pe,  w»  tteMad  with  iMrt 
contempt  than  J>e  deferred.    In  particolw,  Uspoea 

-    J\^'"'  "  "  ""•  '^  "^"oft  «fcf»J  and  aoble 
prodoaiOD.  in  oar  Englift  wwfc."  See  the  ••  Spec- 

hZ'^'L^^^'T^'''^'  Andlethbere^. 
h!  «:»^  *«;«fcntment  of  thoft  wit,  wa,  excited 
»y  Sir  Richard',  zeal  for  religion  and  virtue ;  by  ceit- 
fanag  the  libeitinifm  of  Drydw,  and  the  (f.ppoftd^ 
Foftaenef*  of  Pope.    He  d>«d  Oa.  9,  1729: 

refol- 


It 
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refolved,  by  the  aid  of  another  friend,  to 
publiih  a  gaper  three  times  a  wee|c:;  and  to 
own  that  I  had  fome  hand  in  it.  Accor- 
dingly lids  dcigtx  ha3>been.twia:  jiiblicly 
adverofed.  The  paper  is  called  the  Laj 
Monk*  I  and  now,  I  believe,*  the  tender^ 
nbA  of  ]f(mF^ri4n4ihip>  joined  wkh  yD\ar 
4iffidenc9.of  fuccefs^  Wgiivs  tx>  put  you  in 
pm%  nud  ipake  you  tremble  for  me.  Buf 
I  imteat  you  to  difmifi  tfU  eon^eta  of  that 
wture^  for  I  <iui  run  J9iO  rift:*  I  am  ndtde* 
tcfsimmd.bjjry4efitfe  of  hxstii  ^  pfofit^  to  un*» 
deici)^  iSv*  iiSm^  aii4  Jianridcws  pro* 
vltee^  but  I  hwchodior  viewjs^  which  I  am 
under  Dbligiiwn&  to  purfii3;$»  ti^ugK  I  ihwld 
ran .«  greawr  vimttf le.f haa  I  doupw^  If  J 
mi£»rryt  I  «m  tiu(  wj^e  I  w»  i  if  I  (lu:* 
€eed>  I  fliall  have  the  fiHtsfaftion  of  acr 
eonapliihii^  a  4^gu  that  J  have  form€4 
for  {«ibUc  good* 

laoij  Sks 

Your  humble  fervani^ 

Ri>.  blackmore: 

**  The  firS  paper  was  publifhed  Nov.  i6,  17139 
Ar  hit  Feb.  r5«  1713-14- 

Jla   .  I.ETTER 
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PE AJl  SIR,  December  j,  ^  7 15. 

A  Defigned  long  agp  to'  have  acltnowkd- 
gcd  the  foyour  of  ypu»  kind  letter,  and,  ac 
the  fame  time,  to  have  acquainted  you  that 
I  Had  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  the  d^n 
mentioned  to  you  in  ifi^  laft.-  1  had  in- 
deed been  ptompted  to  Irbyiotfirviery  wor- 
thy friend  »r-  Ridiard  Bteckmore,  wfeo  » 
fif^W  think,  as  you  do,  much  too  parrirfly 
of -toy  p6c)r  abilities.  But  when  I  pacei- 
vei  you  were  tired  *rith  an  entertainmettt 
y6&  fcad  fo  long  given  the  towtt,  witji  much 
better  fuccefr  than  I  tould  ever  propofe,  I 
could  not  perfuade  myfdf  to  engage  as  a 
principal  in  an  undertakings  in  whi^h  I 
was  only  willing  to  have  been  an  afliftant. 
Sir  Richard  was,  however,  of  opinion^  that 
^ch  a  defign  ought  not  to  be  dropped,  and 
jherpfqre  determined  to  make  thie  expvi- 

ment,  which  he  believed  might  turn  totljg 

I'l  I     .  ■        ...»  It* 

pubUg 
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public  good:  and,  by  his  commiiHon,  I 
fend  you  the  papers^  whktihave  been  hi- 
therto publiihed,  to  which  he  s^dds  his  fin« 
cere  refpeds  to  your  lifter* 

You  <nay  believe,  when  this  defign-itas 
o^ce  fet  on  foot,  I  could  not  he  whoUy  jua- 
concerned :  I  muft  therefore  defire  your  in- 
dulgence tp  th?  third^  fixth,  and  ninth  pa- 
pers J  and  the  reft,  I  am  lure^  will  enter- 
tain you  very  weil.  I  do  hot  own  my  par^ 
(but  to  yourfelf^  having  fo  much  bufinels 
to  attend  at  prefent^  befidps  my  ordinary 
afiairs^  that  I  ani  never  fure  of  a  day's 
time.  I  ftiould  have  been  very  glad  if  I 
could  have  accepted  of  your  kind  invita- 
tion,  and  hi^ve  waited  on  you  in  the  coun- 
try. No  one  has  more  entire  efteem  for 
your  friendfliip^  nor  xnoxt  longs  for  your 
)P^(um  to  th^  town,  than,  &d. 

JOHN  HUGHES: 

^  Tht&  pspen  were  cdMcfted  into  a  volnaM  fai 
3714,  ttoder  tke  title  of  tlie  '^LayMoQtftery/^'^iit 
Friday's  pAperi  were  by  Mr,  Rugkei,  tli«  reft  by  Sir 
fiichMti  Blackmore.    Tkeie  ^n  tony  nofflber*. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 
Mr,  PoPE^  to  Mk.  Hweif  N» 

* '  *»'        -   •  4|)ra  »^  lijM'} 

I.MAICE  uie  oF  the  freedom  you  fo  obli- 
gingly allowed  me,  of  feeding  you  a  paper 
of  proyofals  for  **Hqmer,"  andofintrea- 
tingyour  affiRance'iq  prombtme,th6  fub* 
jfcription*.  '/  ' 

I  have  added  another  for  Afrl  Pate  f  ,  if 
Be  thinks  fit  to  oblige  me  fo  far,!  as  you 
fcemed  inclined  to  believe  he  might, 

♦  Mr.t«peb«g«ito£iTe(mtfoWcripdoa«iB  1713, 

+  "  5Wlf  fsKT,  dr  InrMd  fntotltHt^pee,'*  fe 
^M  by  Smft  J»  lun  ••  Uttm  id  SvOk,'*  9tpa,  ,7, 
^0^.6,  17m.  tnirdHmey  wttOBcewyde. 
fcwof  entering bto  a  ftdrical  war  with  Pope,  ia 
i»*«*»t  «Mthar{iM'&ibHrrifcHw  «iklil|ib«fal  ueat- 
«Mt<tf  km,  (iiiNiDwM  mity  •  fliMcr  gNu  Aaft 

arar^  Mag  eaUod  1^  into  tlie  JbMft  of  lortfi  M  Ua 

lather'a 
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I  have  left  receipts  figned  with  Mr.  Jer« 
vas,  whQ  wiU  give  'em  for  any  fiibfcrip* 
tions  you  may  procure,  and  be  (I  am  furc) 
very  gtad.  JU)  be  bener  tcqviaio&sd  vnA 
you,  or  encertain  you  with  what  paintings 
or  drawings'  be  has.  He  charges  me  to 
give  you  his  moft  humble  fervice^  and  | 
beg  you  to  think  xk)  man  is,  with  a  truer 
efieem  than  I,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moil  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

A.  P  O  P  E. 

Pray  make  my  mofi  humble  fervice  ac* 
tfpiablc  to  fo  Richard  Haokmoie^. 

Other's  lif<Mtiiie,)  telUiig  bi!hot»  Hmdly,  that  *\it 
^  be  bad  any  genius,  it  waa  for  fadre.*^  "tht  bt(hop 
defirad  bis  lordiliip  to  apply  tbe  fbHowing  ftofy. 
^  Will  Pate,"  gAng  borne  pretty  late  and  pfetly 
mellow,  wdold  needs  quarrel  witb  a  nigbt-man^  wbo 
Bad  given  bhn  a  flafli  witb  bis  whip,  and,  ninning 
to  tbe  manVcart,  began  to  ptlt  btm.  ^  Ob,  ob,** 
fays  tbe  fellow,  **  are  yoa  thereabout  ?  That's  ray 
«  trade."  Lord  Heirey  replied  immediatti/,  "  b/ 
•»  Woald  have  nothing  lo^fay  to  Pope.^* 

*  It  appears  firom  tbe  above,  that  Mc  Pope  and 
tkiaMQticil  knigbt  ivcfe  then  upon  ceras  of  iriead* 

Aip, 


LETTER   XXXV. 

Mr.HtrGHEstoSiR  Godfrey  Knellbr^/ 

SIR  GODFREY,  Aug.  19,  1715* 

AlNOWING  how  great  an  admirer  you 
are  of  tlubens^  aild  '.of  his  genius  for  alle* 

ftjp,  which' were  firR  brokeii  by  Sir  Richard'i  tcco- 
fing  Mr.  Pope  orprofanenefs  aod  immorality,  (fee  his 
••  eflkys/*  Tol.  ii,  p.  27)  on  a  report  from  Curl, 
Aat  he  wat  xoihor  of  a  «'  tfafieftie  dn  the  Mt  pfaliii/* 
Had  it  QOt  been  for  tbif,  all  the  kn^^t's  bad  poetry 
woald  fcarcel)  have  procured  him  a  place  in  the 
''  Doaciad,''  as  ia  that  poem  the  author  "  profefled 
**  to  attack  no  man  iiviag,  who  had  not  before  prin«. 
^  ted  and  publiihed  againft  him  ;"  aod  on  this  prin« 
ciple,  having  rediculed  **  Dr.  Watts'5  pfalms"  in  the 
iift  edition  of  that  fatire^  thofe  lines  were,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Rkhardfon,  the  painter,  a  friend  t« 
kotb,  in  all  the  fubfe^aeat  editions  omitted* 

*  This  great  painter  was  born  at  Labeck  in  HoU 
ilein,  in  1646,  and  after  (ludying  under  Rembrandt 
in  Holland,  and  alfo  at  Rome  and  Venice,  came 
over  to  England  in  1674,  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
ther, without  intending  to  refide  here,  bat  to  retar« 

throngk 
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g6iical  j>^hting,  I  could  not  avoid  thinks 
ing  of  you  when  I  undertook  to  publUh 
Spenfer*,  who  had  the  fanne  genius  with 

diroagh  Fiance  to  Venice.  They  wert  recommendecl 
to  Banlu,  a  Hambargb  merchant,  and  G^frey  drew 
Kim  and  Jus  family.  The  .piAaret  pleafcd.  Mr. 
Vernon,  fecretary  to  the  dalte  «f  Monmouth,  faw 
them,  fat  to  the  new  painter,  and  obtained  hif  ma** 
Aer*s  pidure  by  the  fame  hand.  The  dnke  was  Co 
charmed,  that  he  engaged  the  king  hit  father  to  fie 
to  Kneller.  Hit  fuccefs  fixed  him  here.  The  feriea 
of  his  portraits  prove  the  comtinniUice  of  his  repnta* 
tion.  •  •  4 

He  was  knighted  t>y  t:ing  William  in  1692,  was 
made  a  baronet  by  George  I,  and  died  06k.  27, 1723. 

«'  Walpole's  anecdotes  of  painting,''  tro).  iti, 
p.  107— -III* 

*  There  was  no  nian  at  this  time  more  equal  to^ 
t^  talk  ;  and,  on  the  other  han({,  there  was  no  taik 
that  coold  have  proved  more  acceptable  to  him. 
Spenfer  and  Hughes  feem  to  be  allied  by  genias."-^* 
Both  great  poets,  both  remarkable  for  their  ftrifH 
morals,  both  pablic-fpirited  men^  both  well  received 
by  the  great,  and  yet  neither  of  them  much  indebted 
to  fortune,  li  was  happy  for  the  memory  of  Spenfer^ 
that  the  revival  and  iiluilration  of  his  writings  wertf 
committed  co  a  perfon  of  fuch  candour  audi  captfcit/. 

yoL.  L  S  ip 
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Bubens,  suid  is  the  moft  paioter-Iike  poet^ 
aiid  the  fineft  defigncr  of  the  virtues  and 
vices  of  any  writer  extant.  As  I  am  fore, 
therefore,  he  cannot  fail  of  entertaining  you, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  you  a  prefent  of  his 
works.  I  have,  at  the  fame  time,  taken 
the  liberty  to  prmt  you  in  the  Eft  with  my 
fubfcribers,  being  very  defirous  that  a  work, 
which  will  live  for  evcr^  fliouki  be  honoured' 
with  the  name  of  the  beft  artift  our  age  ha& 
produced.  If  you  will  accept  of  this  fmall 
teftimony  of  the  great  refpeft  I  have  for 
you  and  your  ^  *,  you  will  very  much 
oblige,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

It  muSt  haTC  been  a  very  pleafing  laboar  to  Mr. 
Httgbes  to  rellore  the  fepfe^  to  revive  the  honour,  to 
repair  and  deck  with  frelh  garlands  the  monament 
of  Co  worthy  a  man.  The  fpirit  and  elegance  with 
which  he  difcharged  his  truft,  as  an  editor,  are  in- 
conteftable  proofs  of  all  that  we  have  advanced. 
Dr.  Campbell.    See  Biog.Brit.  vol.  iv,  p.  2706. 

*  Mr.  Hughes  was  very  defirous  of  paying  his 
poetical  tribute  to  the  merit  and  friendfhip  of  this 
£reat  painter,  but  was  always  deterre4  (he  faid)  by 

reading 
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LETTER     XXXVI. 

Sir.  Godfrey  Kneller  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

MR.  HUGHES,     W]uttoll^  AvgaHH^  171$. 

X  liAD  your  moft  obligin  letrc,  with  the 
moft  acceptable  prefent  of  Mr.  Spencer's 

reading  Dryden^s  admirable  poem  on  the  fame  oeca- 
fion.  In  hqnptnr  of  painting*  as  wdl  as  of  mufic* 
Pope,  however,  entered  the  lifts  with  his  mafterDry- 
den,  whofe  fopcriority  (^iftinguifliable  as  it  is)  is  in 
nothing  more  apparent  than  in  the  choice  of  his  fob- 
jed.  Pope  was  as  unlucky  in  celebrating  the  paia- 
fajig$  of  Jetru,  as  he  was  in  extolling  the  virtues  of 
Bolingbroke.  Hecompofed  indeed  an  '<  epitaph"  for 
Knencir :  bat  «'  what  a  falling  off  was  thereP'  How 
inferior  it  that  bad  copy  of  an  e^avagant  original^ 
not  only  to  Drydpn  and  himfelf,  but  alfo  to  the  ea« 
logiums  which  fir  Godfrey  received  **  on  the  duke  of 
^«  Ormondes  pi£lure**  from  Prior,  "  on  hi^  pifture 
«<  of  the  king''  from  Addffbn,  and  "  at  his  country- 
^  ftaf*  from  Tickell ;  which  laft  Mr,  Walpole  has, 
by  miftake,  afcribed  to  Steele,  it  being  printed  in  his 
*•  mifcellanies/' 

See  <<  Anecdotes  of  Painting,''  vol.  iii,  p.  ii^. 

•  fie^llovinHow, 

'  S  z  worcks, 
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worcks,  wiihing  I  had  knowcn  of  a  fubfcrip<» 
tion,  and  hope  yoq  will  give  me  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  fhowing  my  obligation,  and  that  I 
may  defenre  (in  lumc  degree)  your  fo  favo^ 
lable  good  opinion  you  have  of.  Sir, 
Ypiir  moil  humble  and 

ntiof^  obedient  obliged  ^rvant, 

Q.KNELLER,. 


LETTER    XXXVn, 

Mr.  )PoP£  to  Mr.  Hughes, 
DEAR  SIR.  "^      Binfield  ♦,  Oa.  7,  1715. 


E^ 


/VER  fmce  I  h^d  th«  pkafure  to  know 
you,  I  have  believed  ^ou  one  of  that  un* 
common  rank  of  authors,  who  are  unde- 
figning  men  and  fmcer?  friends ;  and  who,, 
when  they  pomn^end  another,  have  not  any 
view  of  being  praifed  themfelves-  I  fliould 
1^  therefore  afluuned  to  ofier  at  faying  any 

f  In  Windfor-foreft. 

pf 
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of  tbde  civtithingsm  return  to  yourobtig* 
iqg  compliments  in  regard  to  my  tranflatioa 
^f  ^^ Horner^*'  only  I  have  too  great  a  va- 
lue for  you  not  to  he  pl^ed  with  them$ 
and  yet^  I  afllire  yo\i,  J  receive  praifes  fnm 
you  with  kis  pleafure  than  I  bavtaftea 
paid  them  to  your  merit  before^  and  JhaU 
(I  doubt  not)  have  frequent  occafions  of 
doing  again,  fiom  thofe  u&ful  pieces  you 
ajre  ftill  obli^ng  ys  with. 

If  you  wese  plea&d  with  my  preface,  you 
have  paid  me  for  that  pleafure,  in  the  fame 
kind,  by  your  entertaining  and  judicious 
efl&ys*  on  Spenfer.  The  prefent  you  make 
me  is  of  the  moft  agreeable  nature  imagi- 
nable,  for  Spenfer  has  ever  been  a  favourite 
poet  to  me :  he  is  like  a  miibrefs,  whole 
faults  wc  fee,  bpt  love  her  with  *em  alL 

*  '<  An  eflky  00  allegorical  poetry,*'  **  Reoiarkft 
*^  on  the  fairy  queen,''  **  on  the  i^epherd't  calendar, 
<*  ftc"  prefixed  to  Mn  Hoghei's  edition  of  «<  Spen- 
♦•  fcr's  works." 

What 
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What  has  deferred  my  t&uilcs  tfli  now, 
wad  a  rambt^  I  have  been  taking  about  the 
tountiy,  fitim  which  I  returned  hortie,  and 
fymd  your  kind  fetter,  but  yefferday.  A 
M^mohy  of  that  kind;  from  a  man  of  your 
earn,  is  to  be  valued  at  a  better  rate  thaii 
^  ordkiary  dlimate  of  letter^t  will  amount 
16.  I  Ihall  rejoice  in  all  opportunities  of 
cultivating  a  firiendfliip  I  fo  truly  eftcem, 
and  hope  very  fliortly  to  tell  yoti,  iil  town, 
)iow  much  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  oWiged  ahd  f^tiifol 

humble  fervant, 

Avpom 

flihte  you  dcflrc  tti  hear  of  my  progreft 
in  the  tranflation,  I  mull  tell  you  that  I 
have' gone  through  four  itiore  books,  which 
(with  the  remitrfe)'  will  make  the  fccond 
volume  *. 

*  Soon  after  writiog  this  letter  Mr.  Pope,  remored 
from  Binfield  to  Twickenbam,  from  Windfor-foreft 
to  the  fide  of  the  Thames,  which,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Blount,  he  Hyles  one  of  the** grand  aeras  of  his  days, 
*«  and  a  notable  period  in  fo  inconfiderable  a  life/' 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XXXVIIi 
Sir  Richard  Steile  *  to  Mr.  Hvghes.  ^ 

DBARSIR,    Sc«  Junet's  Street,  Jan.  S,i7i5*i6. 

-ill Paper  called  the T&ton-talk ^  is  parti- 
cularly defigned  to  be  hdpfbl  to  the  ftage. 
If  you  have  not  fent  the  made  j;,  which  b 
to  come  out  on  Thursday,  to  prds,  if  you 
pkafe  to  fend  me  the  copy,  it  (hall  be  re- 
commended to  the  town^  and  publiflied  on 
Thurfday  night  with  that  paper. 
Your  afic&ionate  friend 

and  molt  humble  fenrant, 

RICHARD  STEELE. 

^  Sir  Richand  Sttelewat  at  thif  time  member  for 
Borooghbridge  io  Yorkfliire. 

t  Neither  this,  nor  the  ««  Theatre,**  nor  the 
'*  Spinfter/'  (all  by  the  fame  hand)  have  been  coU 
lefled  into  a  volome, 

}  *' Apollo  and  Daphne,**  a  maique,  hy  Mr« 
Hughes,  fet  to  mafic  by  Dr.  Peparch.  See  it  in  his 
f'  poems/*  voL  ii,  p.  167. 

LETTER    • 
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LETTER    XXXIX. 
Mr.  Baynb  to  Mr,  Hughes. 

Edinbarghy  July  23,  17x60 

Xt  is  now  fo  long  (ince  I  heard  of  my  dear 
Mr.  Hughes,  that  I  am  grown  extremely 
impatient  to  know  how  you  do«  The 
thought  of  your  frequent  want  of  health,, 
when  we  lived  together,  makes  me  often 
very  uncafy  when  I  think  of  you,  and  I 
wifh  you  could  fend  me  fuch  accounts  of 
the  improvement  of  your  naturally  weak 
confidtution,  that  I  might  prefent  you  to 
my  imagination  always  in  perfed  health. 
I  have  had  more  reafon  of  late  to  regret  my 
abfence  from  you  than  at  any  time  lince  I 
fcft  you,  I  was  all  this  winter  in  the  coun- 
try, within  ten  miles  of  the  feat  of  the  late 
rebellion,  wherein  a  great  many  of  my 
friends  and  acquaintances  were  unhappily 
engaged :  fo  you*ll  cafily  ima^ne,  that,  in 
fuch  a  melancholy  fituation,  I  often  wanted 
the  comfort  of  a  friend's  company.  You'll . 

forgive 
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forgive  me  that  I  frequently  wKhedfof 
you^  hot  confidering  that  it  might  have 
added  to  your  uneaiinefs  when  it  leflened 
mine.  Mr.  Needier  *,  under  whofe  cover 
I  fend  you  this,  made  me  hope  (bme  time 
ago  to  have  heard  from  you,  and  to  have 
received  fome  things  you  have  done  lately. 
I  hope  liow  you  will  make  good  what  you 
then  intended^  for  I  can  afiure  you,  I  ftand 
much  m  need  of  the  fatitfa^n  that  any 
thitig  from  you  will  always  give  me,  having 
very  few  moments  free  from  the  anxioug 
thoughts  that  are  occafioned  by  the  difmal 
drcumfbuices,  in  which,  not  only  feveral  of 
my  neareft  relations,  but  many  of  my  good 
acquaintances  here,  have  involved  them- 
lelves.  As  to  every  other  thing,  I  thank 
God,  I  am  perfectly  eafy,  if  I  could  fee 
Mr.  Hughes,  but  fince  in  that  I  cannot  be 
happy,  I  muft  e'en  make  Ihift  as  I  have 
done  hitherto^  in  the  company  of  Ibme  of 
my  friends,  that  are  now  become  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  you.    I  fhall  cxpedfc 

*  See  letter  six,  note  t- 
Vol.  I.  T  t0 
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to  li^ar  very  (bon  from  y6u,  and  I  hope  you 

will  not  diTappoint  mc,  for,  btlitvt  me,  thei'd 

is  nothing  can  give  me  grciter  fatisfeftion. 

I  am,  my  dear  friend. 

Your  moft  feithful  friend  and  fervant, 

AL.  BAYNE. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    XL. 
Mr.  HuGHBs  to  Mn  Bayni. 

DEAR  SIRp  [171M 

Jl  AM  much  afhamed  to  think  how  long 
it  IS  fince  that  I  had  two  very  kind  letccrs 
from  my  go6d  friend  Mr.  Bayne,  which 
have  lain  by  me  unaniwercd,  I  find  that 
At  awkwardnefsof  cortfefling,  and  the  trou- 
We  of  excufing,  after  fome  dme,  a  fault, 
are  veiy  apt  to  betray  one  to  add  to  it  by 
delays,  as  people  that  are  behihd-hand  with 
their  creditors,  though  they  may  be  very 
honeil,  are  not  very  forward  to  make  up 
l^eir  accounts.    In  the  firit  place,  I  muft 

freely 
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fi-eefy  own»  (if  a  generad  fault  caa  excuife  4 
particular  one)  that  I  always  was  a  voy 
bad  corrdpon(}ent.  But  befides  that,  I  think 
I  may  truly  %>  that  a  great  part  oi  the 
cranquiUity  and  bappinefs  of  my  lif^  ddor* 
ted  me  from  th«  time  that  I  loii:  the  can«t. 
verfitdon  of  (b  Taluabk  a  friend.  Fw  I 
I  have  icarce  ever  fince  been  free  either  from 

hurry  of  bufinds  at  fome  times^  or^  at 
Other  times,  bad  health,  or  misfortunes^ 
I  About  a  twelvemonth  fince,  I  had  th« 

I  afflidion  10  I0&  a  very  good  father,  and 

fince  that  I  have  had  fuch  iboclgs  in  mj 
weak  cmftitu^n,  that  I  thought  this  win^ 
ter  I  (hould  have  fallowed  him^  Youren* 
quiries,  in  your  laft,  concernmg  my  ftate 
of  health,  are  fb  very  kind  and  afib^ionate, 
that,  for  both  our  faJces,  I  am  glad  I  can. 
now  inform  you,  (which  I  could  not  have 
done  till  lately)  that  I  hope  I  have  a  com^ 
fortaUe  proipeft  of  gptwig  it  tolerably  re<- 
cftabliflied.. 

I  am  very  eafily  imagine  the  fenilble  inv 

pteS&im  which  the  calamtdesof  many  of  hia 

T }  friends 
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friends  and  countrymen  muft  have  made 
upon  a  good  man^  and  I  can  afllire  you^ 
that^  during  the  late  rebellion,  my  thoughts 
were  <^n  with  you,  and  fympatbifed  in  tha( 
concern  which  1  know  it  puft  have  given 
you,  1  hate  that  thought  of  Lucretius, 
Suave  man  magn$j  &c.  that  ^^  when  we  our- 
^f  (elves  are  fafe  on  the  (hore,  we  raxf  look 
^^  with  pleafure  on  the  (hip  which  is  loft  in  a 
<^  tempeft  -/*  it  is  at  leaft  felfifh  and  narrow,  if 
not  barbarous  and  ill-natured :  as  it  would 
be  for  a  man  in  his  fenfes  to  look  upon  a 
madman,  and  to  fee  the  ruins  of  reaibn, 
without  fon^e  pity  and  fellow-feeling  of  the 
fufierings  of  his  fpecies^ 

I  am  fure,  you  cannot  more  frequently 
or  more  ardently  have  wilhed  for  my  com- 
pany, than  I  have  done,  and  do  (til),  for 
yours.  Whether  it  is  that  a  long  courfe  of 
ill  health  has  made  me  more  jiumourfome, 
^d  leflfened  my  talle  of  common  diverfions 
^d  acquainunce,  but  I  aiTure  you,  I  find 
very  few  whofe  convcrfation  and  temper  can 
»f{brd  me  that  fatisfadion,  which^  I  think,  \ 
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coidd  always  have  in  yours,  Ifi,  im  at  all 
known  in  your  part  of  the  worlds  (as  yon 
tell  me  in  one  of  your  letters)  and  you  have 
taught  fome  of  your  friends  to  think  kindly 
of  me,  I  impute  it  all  to  your  aflfe£tion  for 
me,  and  am  glad  to  have  that  mark  of  ic 

I  have  likewife  fofne  friends  here  whom  I 
have  made  acquainted  with  you,  and  whot, 
iqx)n  occafion,  indulge  me  in  the  liberty  of 
talking  myivhole  heart  of  you,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, do  AOt  like  me  the  woiie  for  it.—* 
Among  fome  of  thefe  i  lately  met  with  a 
gqitleman  of  your  coui^,  i^ho  knows  you* 
suid  was  a  v^  good  voucher  to  the  com^ 
pany  for  what  I  afi^rted  The  gentleman 
I  mean  is  Mr.  Strahan  *,  of  the  pay-offics 
at  the  horfe-guards,  who  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  fenfible  and  a  gcxxL-natured  man,  and 
of  whom  I  hear  a  worthy  chara&en 

*  Since  that  time  known  to  the  lesmed  world  by 
Ih  cnnflation  of  the  "  JEnM  of  Viigir^  into  blank 
Terfe,  in  the  laft  books  of  which  he  was  affifted  by 
Mr.  Dobfon,  the  tranflator  of  <*  Milton/^  He  died 
fboft  four  years  afo,  in  a  very  advanced  Bjfc. 

Though 


Though  you  mfsition  aothiiig  of  y^ur 
Wy  m  ypw  Wk  letter,  you  amy  be  fur^  J 
l^ve  pot  fyrgvscn  (thw^  I  tmf  lutvefor* 
f^rtn}  tlie  p^rion  who  ym  the  Qccufyxi  oC 
our  i^paration  mi  your  happineis*  {  ha^ 
been  looking  ever  afitfh  the  letlor  you 
VTQCe  to  me  juft  before  your  marnage :  it 
irasihe  gre^tteft  compliment  you  could  mako 
me  at  that  time,  to  mingle  my  friend* 
fliip  with  aa  affiiir  ib  much  at  jtqut  heart : 
and  finoeyou  flattered  me  then,  thjtfflie 
itemed  to  have  ibme  regard  to  my  ppinioii 
(if  you^  and  k^  my  letter,  to  produce  it^ 
aa  you  %,  if  there  ihould  kc  occafion,  it 
ia  dme  apw  to  challrage  her  upon  that 
head,  and  afl:  her.  Whether  9&e  has  Tit 
fimnd  I  was  19  the  right  f  l9tn  not  aflia* 
mod  that  a  teftiinoAy  under  my  hand  is'ftan- 
ding  out  on  tlus  matter,  and  am  in  no  pain 
about  her  anfwen 

Though  T  have  mentioned  fome  ncafons 
of  my  long  filerjce  already,  yet,,  after  aU» 
I  Ihould  have  writ  much  ibpiiier,  if  I  had 
not  defigned  you  a  fmall  parcel  as  well  as  a 

letter. 
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1ettfr«  suKl  (byed  to  make  (bm«  addMoA  t» 
k.  One  thing  Wad,  that  I  hoped^  by  ^^ 
time,  I  Ihould  have  b«en  dbl«  to  have  fetit 
you  a  tragedy*  which  I  hive  under  my 
faand^  and  which  (if  I  had  not  been  Ihih 
dered  by  iUnefi)  I  had  defigtied  fbf  the 
ftage  this  whiten  But  I  have  yet  only  beeik 
able  to  fihifli  four  a&s  of  it»  and  muft  now 
defer  it  til!  the  next  Winter.  The  "  Spen^ 
"  fcr'sworks^  is  a  fet  I  had  laid  by  for 
myfdf,  and  which  I  now  father  chu&  t6 
fend' in  pafte«*boards  than  ftay  for  the  bin«- 
dii^  and  tole  the  Opportunity  which  Mt^ 
Needier  tells  me  he  has  of  convey  wee.  Sit 
Rich^  Blaekmore,  with  Wlumi  I  hav«  ofl 
ten  talked  of  you^  gave  me,  Cotnt  tltne 
ago,  the  {mail  editioli  of  his^'  Prince  Ar- 
^*  tktti^  fof  you :  and  I  have  a  fmall  coU 
ledion  of  papers  ^f,  by  the  fame  hand, 
which  were  publilhed  in  fingle  half-fheets 
(like  the  SpeHaior)  bpt  with  no  great  fac«» 

*  The  <<  Siege  of  DamtTeui/' 

t  The  <«  Lay-Monafiery.**    See  lenei^xxxil  and 
nxiiL 

cefs^ 


.  I 
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a&i  the  town  having  been  before  toO  long 
entertained  in  the  fame  way^  There  are 
feme  difcour&s,  whieh^  I  believe,  will 
amufe  you.  You  may  be  fure,  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  I  could  not  be  wholly  uncon- 
cerned^ though  I  was  not  in  the  (ecret  till 
the  firft  paper  was  printed.  I  will  there* 
fore  own  to  you  (what  I  would  not  have 
commonly  known)  that  the  charader  of 
**  Ned  Freeman,"  and  all  the  Friday's  papers, 
were  mine.  It  is  certam,  that  though  this 
prqed  did  not  fucceed  like  the  Speilalor, 
^t  began  to  grow  upon  the  town,  and  might 
have  been  contmued  with  moderate  fuccefs, 
if  fir  Richard  had  not  been  weary  and 

dropped  it.  .  • 

I  atn>  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 
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LETTER    XLL 

Mr.  Hughes  to  Mrs.  Bri2>oes  ^. 

Londoot  Aog.  15,  1716* 

X  WISH  I  were  capable  of  ackpowled- 
ging  the  favours^  for  which  I  am  a  debtor 
to  Mrs.  Bridges^  in  any  proportion  to  the 
fenfe  I  have  of  them,  and  of  the  very  friend- 
ly manner  in  which  they  are  bellowed.  It 
is  a  very  great  pleafure  to  receive  obliga- 

•  The  wife  of —^Bridges,  cfqi  farve^or-genenl 
of  the  ordiMncci.  In  a  *'  coUeaioo  of  pocnu*'  by 
Mrt.  Etiztbech  ToHec,  t  lady  of  ^nius,  learniag, 
Md  foniwe»  (pttbiitbcd^  after  her  deaths  in  1755) 
ar^  the  following  Yerfes  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Bridges : 

«'  If  copious  wealth,  enjoy'd  to  fall  content, 
«•  Or  length  of  days,  in  peace  and  honoor  ljpent» 
•*  Is  all  the  anxious  heart  of  man  can  crave, 
"  Yet  here  they  ceafe,  and  vanifh  in  the  grave : 
*<  Behold  the.  facred  (lone,  where  Bridges  lies, 
<<  But  fpare  your  tears,  for  virtae  never  dies." 

She  died  Dec.  1,  i74S>  >£^  ^^* 
V«L  L  U  Uons 
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rions,  when  they  flow  from  perfons  w 
whom  we  Wolild  wiSx  to  be  obliged,  and 
whofe  friendfliip  and  efteem  is  a  real  hap- 
pinefe.  1»  this  cafe,  if  it  is  not  t  teffimo- 
ny  to  our  merit,  yet  it  is  at  leaft  an  incite- 
ment  to  eadeavoiir  more  to  deferve  it  •,  and 
it  is  often  feen,  that  the  approbation,  rtf 
worthy  perfons  Is  a  me^ns  of  making  us 
more  worthy  of  that  apprpbation.  I  am 
in  the  lefs  concern  about  what  is  out  9f  piy 
ppwer,  the  making  any  return  befides  this 
acknowledgment^  becaufe  I  remember  a 
nice  obfervation  of  the  duke  de  Rochefou- 
cault,  **"  Thj^t  too  m^qch  folicitude  to  acquit 
^^  one's  felf  of  an  obligation  is  at  the  bpt* 
^  torn  but  a  refined  fort  of  ingratitude.*'  I 
am  therefore  very  eafy  under  a  debt  which 
I  do  not  pretend  to  repay. 

In  ^me  of  our  converfations  ^t  Walling* 
ton,  which,  I  think,  had  a  very  agreeable 
mixture  and  relief  of  mirth  and  ferfoufnefs, 
I  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  obfcrving,  Madam, 
that  my  thoughts  then  agreed  with  yours, 
on  fubjedrs  of  confequence  ivhich  have  been 

iQng 


r 
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long  difptiCed  among  us,  and  in  which  it 
k  alnaoft  a  gbner al  faihion  to  declare  on  the 
uncharkabk  fide.  This  has  |^ven  me  oc* 
cafioD  to  ftarch  after  a  &iail  pamphlet  \ 
which  I  publiihed  fimte  tioie  isgoi^  and  in: 
which  I  en^ieavoiired,  asciearly  it  1  coifld^ 
to  expvi^i  idy  thomghts  at  that  time,*  and 
I  &all  be  gta^  if  it  gives  you  ady  fatisfsie^ 
tioftt.  I  fend  it  the  r&tber^  thait,  (thoughf 
fou  ifl^  perhaps  tbiftk  I  baVe  been  too^ 
inucfa  an  author)  .you  may  f6e  I  have  fio^ 
always  trifled  in  the  choice  of  my  fubj^da  i 
far,  I  aih  fut^»  whoever  can  heip  to  ftttle 
this  eontroreify  on  a  right  footkigy  \Httdo 
the  nation  a  very  good  fervice*  After  all 
the  enquiries  that  I  hwe  beeri  able  to  n^ke^ 
I  cannot  but  think  that  they  tm/ty  are  m  the 
wrong)  bn  either  ftdle^  who  are  toopofitive 

•  Enddedv  «' AreyitfwefthecafeofBphnumtQd 
««  Judah,  and  its  application  to  tke  church  of  Bn- 
^'  gland  and  the  di^entcrs.  In  a  letter  to  I)r.  WiWii, 
^'  dean  of  Lincoln,  occaiioned  by  iU  thankirgivihg 
'«  fennon,  preached  before  her  majefly  at  St.  Paul^ 
•»  on  the  23d  of  Ai^nft,  1705.^  Printed  to  the 
year  179^. 
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that  the  others  are  (o^  fince  the  difference  Is 
very  little  between  them.  If  there  are  two 
roads  from.this  place  to  Wallington,  though 
the  one  perhaps  is  the  more  commodious 
and  frequented,  and  what  I  wo^ld  diufe, 
and  the  other  not  bad^  or  mucb  0U(  Of  the 
way ;  yet  why  are  not  both  right,  and 
what  need  is  there  to  quarrel  about  the 
Hiatter  ?  Methinks,  this  is  fo  eafy  a  way 
of  folying  the  queftion,  that  it  is  ibrange 
tny  one  ihould  mifs  it.  It  puts  me  in 
mind  gf  Fontenelle's  oomparing  our  fearch 
»fter  truth  tp  bHnd-man's  buff;  ihe  often 
Qomes  in  our  way,  and  we  iometinaes  lay 
hold  of  her,  and  let  her  go  again,  and  do 
not  know  it :  but  it  is  no  wonder,  fipce  we 
put  the  handkerchief  oyer  our  own  eyes, 
and  make  it  to  be  a  play  in  the  dar]^. 

Since  I  am  troubling  you  withapac- 
quet^  give  me  leave  to  add  to  it  a  colleftion 
pf  poems  *,  which  perhaps  you  have  no^ 

^  Poeas  fi^d  traAJIa^oDs^  pr|nte4  for  Pfipbeftooi 

feep^ 


f 
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(ceo  \  the  pobltlhar  hos  given  lAt  too  much 
a  place  in  it^  but  there  are  fomc  pieces  by 
Other  hands  (particular}/  that  oa  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  ^)  which  I  need  not  fear 
to  reconuuend  to  your  perufid.  •  «  • 

You  fee,  Madam,  my  letter  is  a  kind  of 
vifit,  which  I  am  loth  (o  conclude ;  but  k 
k  time  to  beg  pardon,  and  Co  tell  you  that 
J  fun^  with  very  great  rcfpeft.  Madam, 
Tours,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

My  humble  fervice  to  Mr.  Bridges  and 
Mrs.  Sabet  f.  May  I  venture  to  point  out 
to  heri|  Comm«n(  on  that  verfe  X  '^  Deute- 
ronomy, mentioned  by  her  friend,  the  bi* 
ihop?  I  mean  a  letter.||  in  the  Speffafar, 

*  <'  A  piodtric  c^/*  hj  Mr.  Sdmerville^  aatkor 
of  die  ♦«  Ch^cc.'' 

t  Sarah-ElioabedL 

X  Chap  joau  ver.  5^  '*  Tlie  woman  (hall  not  wear 
that  whicb  pertaineth  omo  a  miD,  &c." 

I  On  ridittg-liabitt  for  ladies. 

vol. 
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ikA.  fi,  nttmb.  104.  I  own  U  h  aubc^  fo  dMt 
if  tterewertfaQy  her«fy  iJa  it,  I  fioill  be  avcry 
fet&ikig  hiMtib'i£.ibe  atunat  convert  ttt«< 


LETTER    XLII. 

.    .        .     ' 

NMHOi^Afir  Rows,  tSqt  *  to  Mr^  Hugsss* 
DEAR  SIR,       .    CorentpaienlOA.zz^ijiS. 

JnLS^  yxm  "W^  fe'.good  formerly  to  pro-r 
mife  me  a  little  of  your  poetical  affiflance^ 
fotidaitiettrgM  it  tebat  irtW^&ef^  it 
#2fi  Be  tt&cft  ufeftil  t^aiti  mw,  I  b^  yotd 
trcWlrf  Be  fo  good  isf  to  ftft*  trf  fonief 
twrcls  for  Mr.  E^cle^  amf  *e  Aew  yeatf. 
Theenom^hmebt  is  nor  to^oMfiif  of  abty^^d 
half  an  bour  in  tim^  at  moft.  Three  or 
four  airs,  witli  foine  littTe  recitakiVe  be- 
tween^ is  what  the  compof^  wil}  be  glaa 

*  Poet  lanftal  tokiosG^vg^U  ^^  wflide&r- 
ring  of  the  favrel  for  his  dramatic  writings/  He  was 
alfo  fecretarj  of  the  prefentatioD»  to  Ior<t  chancellor 
Parker.    He  died  Dec*  6^  17)  a> 
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of.  I  need  not  tel!  you,  you  are  the  fineft 
man  in  the  world  for  this  oepafion^  by  your 
equal  knowledge  of  mufic  and  poetry.  I 
will  only  l^  you  pow^  for  friefidifcjp's 
take,  to  have  compaffion  on,  dear  Sir^ 
Yopr  9^ojl  afie&ionate  and 

faithful  humble  fervant^ 

N.  ROWE» 

*  Confldering  the  luiinant  And  friendly  dtfpofitioa 
of  Mr*  Hnglies,  k  it  probable,  that,  in  corapliaoKe 
i|fith  thU  rogiidl*  the  new  year's  ode  lor  17 17  was 
written  by  him.  Thougji  Ctbbcr,  ipoft  ceruinly^ 
difclaimed  all  afliAance,  it  was  not  unoAial  for  his 
pred^aceflofs  to  c^U  ia  auxiliaries  oa  fuch  occafi^s. 
I  The  neiv  year's  ode  for  1720  was,  in  like  manner, 

I  written  by  Georgt  Jcfiteys,  efq;  at  the  requ^ft  of  Mr. 

IMUfiBf  has  feUowHH^lkg^,  the*  po6t-lB«r«s^f« 

**  The  above  letter,"  fay9  a  very  judicious  writer^ 
^  does  great  honour  to  Mr.  Hughes :  it  ihews  that 
'^  his  paru  were  confeflad,  and  at  the  (ame  thne  hie 
^  ui^cuf  efkiQfi^  not  o^ly  by  thoi>  who  wsre  ijnr 
^*  beft  judges,  but  by  thofe»  wb<v  .If  hi|  eaAdoar  9fl4( 
^*  friendly  turn  |iad  not  been  to  the  foil  lis  ^onfpicu- 
.'<  ous  as  his  abilities,  would  very  probably  have  con* 
^  fidered  him  as  a  rival." 

See  '<  Kographia  BriCaan."  vol.  iv,  p.  2707.. 
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•LETTER    XLIII. 
Mr.  Neej)i.er  *  to  Mr.  DuNcoMtE« 
DEAR  SIR,  London,  Jane  15,  17 17. 


Hi 


LAVING  received  your  obliging  letter, 
I  went  on  Tuefday,  according  to  appoint* 
ment,  to  vifit  Mr»  Hughes ;  but,  to  my 
furprife,  was  informed^  that  he  was  very 
ill,  and  jufi  fallen  all^p.  He  is,  it  feems, 
relapfed  into  his  fever. 

I  returned  home  melancholy  and  ^ifap- 
pointed,  reflecting  upon  the  imperfedioQ 
and  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  happinefs. 
How  many  advantages  (faid  I  to  myfelf,) 
muft  concur  in  a  fingle  perfbn,  to  render 
him  completely  happy  ?  Nature,  virtue, 
and  fortune,  muft  each  contribute  their 
ftai-e ;  and  if  any  one  of  thefe  falls  to  bring 
in  its  juoia,  his  happinefs  is  lame  and  im* 

*  See  letter  xlx,  note  f    , 

pcrfed* 


\ 
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petfta^  AhdhdWritdyddl^elittdthefti 
all  confpiring  to  favotlf  the  fatee  pt^Hbfi  ? 
Suppofe  him  endued  by  tAXufii  with  a 
clear  undeffiahdittg ;  by  tht  principles  of 
virtue,  wWi  picty^  jufBce,  aild  th«  iflSft 
iirtprored  htihariity  j  poffefled  of  the  efieem 
and  love  of  all  that  know  him ;  yet  if  health 
be  wanting ;  if  a  fever  revel  in  his  veins 
and  exhale  hfs  fpirits^  how  little  talle  or 
enjoyment  can  he  have  of  all  the  reft*? 
The  ftoics  indeed  thought  virtue  alone 
fufEcient  to  bappinefs ;  and  thence  conclu- 
ded, that  fiMe  it  is  ifi  every  man's  power  to 
be  virtuous,  it  is  alfo  in  every  man's  powef 
to  be  h^ppyi  But,  das !  eVerjr  day*a(  ex- 
p^rieilte  td(D  clearly  proves  the  Vanity  of 
this  notion.  Human  life  is  liable  to  many 
miferies,  which  all  our  virtue  and  prudence 
can  neither  prevent  nor  remedy.  They 
may  indeed,  in  fome  merfbre,  contfribo^ 
CO  fupport  md  buoy  va  up  unddr  theft  fattil 

*  Of  the  trath  of  this  obfervation,  ^r.  Needier 
UiBlcIf  wM  fooft  after  •  a  atlaadioly  iDiUi»(e.«*5ee 
letter  xlvi# 

Vot.  L  X  cala- 
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calamities  ^  but  to  remove  them,  entirdy^ 
is  beyond  their  power. 
i  am.  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged, 
and  moft  afTedionate  humble  fervant^ 

H.  NEEDLER. 


LETTER    XLIV. 

Mr.  Hughes  to  Bilhop  Hoadly*. 
MY  LOJ^D,  LondoD,  Jaljr  12,  17 17*- 

X  Know  not  whether  I  am  not  to  beg  par:- 
don  for  what  -f- 1  fend  your  lordihip«     It 

*  The  bed  elogium  on  this  great  prelate  Cfuccef^ 
fively  bifhop  of  Bangor»  Hereford,  Salifbnry,  and* 
WiDchefter)  is  the  lid  of  his  writings  in  defence  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty*  comnaonicated  to  the  au- 
thors of  '*  Biographia  Bxitannica'*  by  his  fon,  the. 
prefcn  t  chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter.  He 
died  in  1 76 1,  aged  85. 

f  A  pamphlet^  entitled,  **  A  layman's  thoughts 
'<  on  the  late  treatment  of  the  bifliop  of  Bangor,  inr 

"  the* 
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was  written  (after  a  very  impcrfeft  manner) 
during  a  great  indifpofition..  Whether  it 
was  worth  publilhing^  I  cannot  tell  ;  and 
I  think,  however,  I  ihould  not  defire  to  be 
known  to  your  lordlhip  in  it,  but  only  to 
fliew  you,  that  (even  under  the  uncafineft 
of  a  fever)  I  could  not  fit  ftill,  and  think 
myfelf  unconcerned,  whilfla  perfon^  whom 
I  much  honpur,  was  fo  barbarpuily  treated** 

**  the  cliarge  mtde  agaiflfthimby  Dr«  Snape,  and 
**  ttodertaken  to  be  proved  by  the  biihop  of  Carlifl^ 
^<  [Dr.  Nicholfon.]  la  a  letter  f  the  bi&op  of 
-".CarKilc*' 

*  BiAop  Hoadly't  ierimm  ^«  on  the  nature  ot 
^  Chrifi's  kingdom,*'  preadied-  before  the  king 
March  31,  rjxjt  having  been  attacked  by  Dr.  An« 
tirew  Snape,  the  biihop  publiihedan  anfwer,  in  #liich^ 
upon  occafion  of  a  report  fpread  by  fome  perfont 
about  the  town,  that  he  was  put  upon  preaching  that 
fermon,  to  ferve  fome  political  ends,  he  ufet  thefe 
iHfords ;  **  God  knows,  I  preached  what  I  found  there 
**  [in  the  New  Teftamenc]  without  the  knowledge 
**  of  any  roan  living/'  This  folemn  and  pofitive  de^ 
-elaratiott  was  ioconfiftent  with  a  Hory  that  had  been 
told  Dr,  Snape,  namely,  that  the  ievmon  was 
preached  with  the  knowledge,  and  fnbmhted  to  the 
I  X  2  correc« 
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I  hcartfljr  cMigratulate  your  triumph  orct 
your  eofimles,.  and  wilh  you  nU  the  bttter 

correaion  of  a  certain  perfon,  who  advlfeitkena* 
king  alipmioos  in  it.  Upon  ih'v.  in  ki$**  Sfi$»r4 
i*  U^mf**  ha  t^t  addrefles  himliblf  to  t^  biihop : 
**  I  OMift  n^s  fay,  yovr  cvafivc  equivocal  way  of 
^*  wsitiDg  r^vours  v^y  i^ongly  of  fuch  commupica* 
*•  tion,  [that  is,  with  a  Jefuit]  and  whether  the  fame 
*<  perfon  may  not  have  helped  yon  to  a  nen^tal  re* 
«*  fcrvation  to  jaflify  a  iolemn  appeal  to  God,  that 
f«  wh^  x<(ii  fr^ffM  «'a^  *  withpift  U\e.|ku^)w!edgf 
^«  9(:^¥  fl^W  lwr»«>'  wb^  a  liyjnjtwn  b^atef^ifif- 
f<  od  ^  k  ]iv4%  W!W^^  vi^**  ^»*  ki>wWg«»  »»* 
<'  fubmitted  to  his  corredion,  your  lojr4ft^p  baft 
**  knows."  This  was  no  fopner  publiflied,  than  the 
Indm  o£B§pgoi;;9aUe4,uiK)0Pr.  *aapf  fpr  thepaoof 
of  ?rhi^  h«  ^^^  #qrted;  who  prefcntljr  d^l^r^ 
t)iat  h^  h^d  rec^ixed  that  account  froiaPr*  ll\»t<:hio- 
fpHf  W^P  Md  h^sM-d  the  b^hop  pf  Carlifle  fay,  th^^t 
J)e  M  ^feen.  iifi^  |he  pf  r^n  wfco  adyUc^  tb^  bilhqf 
pfBaqgpr,  flpo#r^a4wg  hi»  f«jppn#  tp  inftn  fuc^ 
yrpida  a^  "  abfelmt^lyt  properly,"  &c.  And  that  ib«f 
dajfa  ^ft^r,  the  Au^a  divine  ag^in  afHired  him,  tb^ 
lie  had  beard  tb«  fam«  prelate  a  fecond  time  declare 
that  scatter  to  be  true,  and  (hat  he  would  juftify  it  M 
|dl  the  world*  Uppq  this  Pr.  ^nape  drew  up  \)fp 
paiTag^y  waited  oppp  the  bi(bop  of  Carlifle,  read  it 
to  bioi,  aad  was  albvved  by  him  tp  pvbUih  it«  with 
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rewards  due  to  your  great  virtue,  goodnefs, 
and  public  fpirit.    . 

I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHEa 


an  «f mofe  Ant  he  wonU  (Hod  to  iu  TU^  wm  t|e 
fubftaBcc  of  Dr.  Snape's  advertUement :  to  which  tbe 
hxfhop  of  Carlifle  was  perfuaded  to  add,  **  Tliis  it 
^  Croc,*'  though  he  afterwards  dedarad  that  it  waa 
Bot  ftridly  fi>*  Howcrer,  being  OQW  called  upon  to 
aane  the  **  lisisg  man/'  who  wa»  to  atieft  the  truth 
.of  what  he  aiferted,  he  fixed  oo  Dr.  Krnnet,  [dean 
of  Peterborough]  who,  he^dedared,  according  to  the 
Ijeft  of  hi*  lemembrance,  was  the  perfon  who  told 
hiiq>  that  the  fermon  was  preached  with  his  know. 
Icdgi^f  and  fttbmitted  to  his  correction ;  and  that  the. 
Dr.  adnfcd  and  with  difficulty  prevailed  to  have  the 
above-mentioned  words  inferted.  This  was  denied 
by  Dr.  Eennetf  in  the  mod  ibiemn  manner,  in  all 
hU  ponveifations,  public  advertUements,  and  privafip 
letters  to  his  friends,  and  evca  in  his  Uft  will,  fo 
great  waa  the  inpieffioa  it  made  npon  him. 

See  the  **  life  of  bifhop  Kennet,'*  p.  165,  &c. 
and  the  **  appendix"  to  it. 

LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XLV. 
Mr.  Hughes  to  Lord  Chancellor  CowPER*^ 
MY  LORD,  September  27,  1717. 

1  HAD  the  pleafure,  before  I  left  Her- 
tingfordbury,  of  being  informed  by  Mr# 
Hughes-)^,  that  your  lordihip  had  very 
kindly  difcourfed  with  him  about  me^  and 
in  fach  a  manner  as  lays  me  under  the 
higheft' obligations.    I  efteem  every  oppor- 

*  Sir  Winiam  Cowper  was  appointed  lord  keeper 
eftliefreatfea]  in  I705»tvas  created  a  baron  in  1706^ 
an  J  in  1707  was  appointed  lord  chancellor,  which 
pod  be  held  till  the  change  of  miniflry  in  1710.  On 
ibe  acceflion  of  king  George  I,  be  was  again  appoin- 
ted lord  cbanceflor,  and  on  his  refignrng  the  great 
fral  in  I7r7*i8»  he  was  crea^d  an  earf.  His  public 
cbinider  is  well  Hnown.  His  tafte  and  private  vir^^ 
lu^  will  appear  from  tbefe  letters.  His  lordihip  died 
In  i723>  The  prefent  earl  is  his  grand-fon.  The 
preamble  to  lord  Cowper's  patent,  on  being  created 
an  ear),  being  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hughes,  is  added  . 
in  the  ••  appendix.*' 

f  judge-advocate. 

tunit^ 
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tunity  your  lordihip  has  been  pleafed  to  al- 
low me  of  waiting  on  you  as  a  very  great 
honour  i  but  the  generous  concern  you 
have  exprcfled  for  my  welfare,  is  a  diftinc* 
tion  I  am  proud  of;  and  it  is  with  pleafure 
I  can  now  think  of  every  difappointment  i 
have  met  with  elfewherc,  if  it  is  a.means 
of , giving  mc  a  place  in  your  lordihtp's 
thoughts.  I  beg  leave  to  fajr,  that  as  every 
favour  will  be  doubled  to  me,  by  the  fa« 
tisfa£doo  of  owing  it  to  that  band  from 
which  I  would  moft  deiire  to  receive  it ;  fo 
the  particular  manner  in  which  your  lord- 
ihip  has  thought  of  me,  is  what  I  (hall 
efleem  a  very  great  addition  to  it.  I  am 
fure,  it  will  always  give  me  the  ambidon 
of  appearing,  in  all  poffible  infbtnces  oif 
4uty  and  refpeft. 
My  lord. 

Your  tordlhip's,.  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES* 

'  *  Soon  after  this»  xkt  lord  chancellpr  (withoat  inj 
previoos  foltciutioD)  appointed  Mr,  Hughes  his  fc^ 
^retary  for  the  commiffioafe  of  the  peace. 

XETTER. 
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*  LETTER   XLVt 

Mr.  Duncombe  to  Mr*  JaabZ  HughSs** 

DEAR  SIR,  Woolwirt,  Feb.  24,  I7i7-i8, 

AV  AJLKING  lately  in  a  pcnfive  hiitoour 
by  the  river-fide,  while  the  billows  were 
toiling  at  my  feet,  aiid  the  wind  whiftling 
through  the  neigbbmiriag  tree* ;  the  idea 

^  Younger  brother  of  Mr.  John  Hugfiet,  ftod,  lilc» 
Iiim»  a  yotary  of  the  mufes,  and  an  excellent  icholar* 
He  publiflicd,  in  1714,  a  tranflatldn  of  "  The  jape 
«  ofProfcrpme,"from  CTaudUn,  and  "  The  ftor/ 
«*  of  Sextns  aiid  Briaihd/*  frot»  Lvcaii's  Pharfeliay^ 
b«  vtr  in  8vo.  Thcie  iranflacion^  vridi  notei,  were 
reprinted  in  12?.  in  1723*  He  alfo  pnblifliMli  il^ 
1717,  a  tranflation  of  Suetonius's  "lives  of  the 
*«  twelve  Cafa.rs,"  and  tranflatcd  feveral  «'  noyeU" 
from  the  SpaaHh  of  Cervantes,  whkh  are  inferted  in 
'•  Th«  ieled  colleaioii  of  novels. and  hiilories/'  prin* 
ted  for  Watts,  1729.  He  dicJ  Jan.  17,  I73t»in  the 
46th  year  of  his  agie.  A  volunrie  of  his  ^*  MifceHa- 
*  nies>  in  vcFfc  and  profc,"  was  publiflied  in  »7>7- 
His  widow  accompanied  the  lady  of  governor  Byng  ta 
Barbadoes,  and  died  there  in  1740. 
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of  our  unfortunate  friend^  among  a  variety 
of  melancholjr  ob$e£b,  ofiered  itfelf  to  .my 
thoughts ;  whom  I  was  always  wont  to  think 
ef,  with  extreme  pleaTure';  but  noW;  O  fad 
vicifficttde!  can  never  remember  without 
tlie  ntmoft  anguifh  of  heart; 

"  Thou  didft  in  vain  (tho\:^t  I;)  em-^ 
**  ploy  fo  miny  foHtary  hours  in  the  purfuit 
^^  of  knowledge !  Thou  didft  in  vain  rife 
**  up  early,'  and  watch  'till  midnight,  m 
*^  order  to  ennch  thy  mind  with  tht  fubli-*- 
^  meft  notions  I  Thou  didft  itn  Vain  fearch 
^'  out  the  fecrets  of  nature,  and  pry  into 
*^  the  laws  by  which  the  niighty  Msk.tr  of 
'^  the  world  direds  hh  actions  v  iince  thou 
.**  haft  no  fooner  obtained  the  objeft  of  thy 
^^  wifhes,  but  the  dear  purchafe  is  raviflied 
?^  from  thee,  and  all  thy  exakcd  ^ulaw 
^  tiom  are  fcattered  into  air ! 

**  Surely  nfian  is  maide  in  vain  J  He  reft- 
^  Icfsiy  movis  about  far  a  few  yeai's  5  and 
*'  then  (as  it  were,)  vaniflies,  and  is  forgot- 
"tdh:  thusawiatery  bubble  flxincs  with  vflt- 

VoL- 1.  Y  « riety 
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^  riciy  of  gaody  4U>lours,  but  is  isroken  bjr 
^^  the  leaft  breath  of  mnxk 

<<  Before  the  fttttfinan  oui  put  his  pi» 
**  jeAed  fi:hcxM8me3Decodoft9  thenatundift 
^*  go  through  his  intended  cscperimem,  or 
*'  the  mathematician  conquer  his  ftubbom 
'^  problems ;  they  are  cither  Bmnaturtly 
**  fhatched  avvay  ^  or  tUt  their  heads  per- 
^<  haps  are  difordered,  and  their  judgments 
**  fhatto^ed  and  unhinged ;  and  thus  the 
^^  whole  frame  of  their  glomms  defigns  id 
'^  daflied  in  pieces !  How  (£ud  I)  can  it 
^'  confift  with  infinite  wtidom  and  goodnefi; 
^  to  create  a  being  with  fueh  excellent  en- 
**  dowments  and  faculties ;  and  then  to  cut 
^  him  down,  whik  he  is  yet  green,  and 
^*  has  not  had  leifure  to  improve  his  powers, 
*^  or  to  iH'ing  any  thing  to  perfeftionf 
**  Does  it  not  look  like  fporting  with  the 
"  miferics  of  his  creatures,  to  give  theqd 
**  juft  a  glimpfe  of  happinefs,  and  then  to 
*^  plunge  them  into  darkneis? 

Thw 


Thti3  I  flikmld  have  gone  on  complaiA- 
jng^  had  I  niQCcorrea:ed  thcfe  haify  thoughu 
by  the  coujfideratioiit  that  this  world  is  only 
the  nucfery  for  a  better  %  and  that  if  we 
aft,  doling  the  fhort  term  oi  this  Beeting 
life,  agreeably  to  the  will  of  that  wife  Being 
who  has  plaoed  us  here,  wt  ffaall  ^e^dily 
be  traiiiplan«edinto  a  more  fiieodly  cfiinate^ 
where  we  ftall  fpitadt  and  flourifli  to  ali 
etcf&ii^.    Though  herc^ 

Ills  wqrs  af  Jisivsa  ictni  dark  sad  iatiicscs  | 

there,  aU  ogr  diffiodtieS:  Ihall  be  folved; 
and  the  whole  fcbeme  of  Providence  appear 
tf^  be  the  work  of  perfed  goedneis  and  con* 
foomate  wildom,  We  aie  apt  fondly  to 
ovar-rate  thefe  tranfient  fufierings,  delu- 
ded by  our  vain  im^^gtnations :  but  that 
incwipcehenfiUc  Being,  who  beholds  at 
«M3e  dl  tiwff  paft,  prefent,  and  ftiture« 
ibnna  a  iwy  different  judgment  concern- 
iag  diem.  For  what  proportion  can  there 
indeed  be  between  time  and  eternity  ?  Or 
what  can  be  more  jiift  than  the  reafoning 
Yz  of 
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of  the  apoftle,  wcit  it  regarded  merely  as 
the  argument  of  a  philofophfer?  fior  I  rec- 
kon; that  the  fuffetHngs  ef  this  prefent  Unit 
are  not  wortlry  to  be  4:omparedmit^  the  glory 
wbicbJhaUbi  revealed  in  u$.    Roau  xriii.  i^.  . 

I  confidered  fiirtbcr,  that  Gob  aii}ft  be 
conceived  afiing  as  a  vife»  as  v?U  as  merr 
ciiul,  3eing ;  and  i^t  therefore  he  pro-r 
ceeds  by  general  laws,  and  the  moft  ccmi^ 
pendious  methods  •,  which,  though  they 
biay  fomejSmes  fccm  to  occafion  leffcr  irrc- 
gularides,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  exalt  the 
divine  attributes  the  moft  magnificently; 

By  thefe  rcflcftions  I.  allayed,  in  fom^ 
meaiure,  the  workings  of  my  troubled 
thought :  but,  Jf  a  violent  grief  may  ever 
liejuftified,  the  melancholy  condition  o^  fo 
valuable  a  man  and  fkithful  a  fnehd  may 
furcly  clsum  the  utmoft  trahlports4  He  was- 
a  diligent  and  unbiafled  fearchcr  ifter  truths 
always  willing  to  fubmit  to  its  coayidions, 
even  "  to  thie  deftrufkion  of  his  own  opi- 
^  plons  i**   as  Ariftotle  rightly  teaches,  a 

philg- 
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philolbpher  ought  Indeed  by  an  ovtr-ca* 
ger  application  to' the  ftudy^the  mathe- 
matics, (without  intermilTion  or  any  recrea- 
tion,)  he  increafed  at  leaft  the  pain,  which, 
I  greatly  fear,  will  prove  fatal  to  him !  Let 
DOt,  .however,  philofophy  fufFer  for  the  in- 
difcretion  of  any  of  her  votaries.  The  tree 
of  knowledge  now  yidds  fruit  both  plea- 
&nt  to  the  tafte,  and  ufeful  for  life ;  thought 
it  may  be  unwarily  cpnvertdd  into  poifon/ 
and  prove  our  defthiftion. 

The  rcfleftion  on  Mr.  Needler^s  unhappy 
fate  may  be  a  warning  to  others,  not  to  in^^ 
dulge  themielves  with  too  nniuch  eagerne(s 
even  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge  itfelf ; 
but  fbmetimes  to  unbend  their  minds  by 
innocent  amufements ;  conlidering  that  this 
world  is  defigned  for  aiftion,  rather  than 
ipeculation.  .•.«.. 

I  am,  with  all  fihcerity.  Sir, 
Your  moft  afie^Honate,  and 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

WM.  DUNCOMBE. 

LftXTSR 


C    «»6    ] 

LETTER    XLVIL 
•  Bffliop  HoAj^LY  to  Lord  Cadocan  *. 

lifYLORD^  AprHi^/i/ri^ 

If  I  (Jid  flot  know  your  readincfs  to  oblige, 
IwoyMnottrowbteyouindiisinaiyicn  Mr. 
lJ(^gHes,  whom  your  }Qrd&ipw^  formerly 
inclined  to  ferve,  upon  my  reco^^nenda-^ 
tion,  is  in  fear  of  lofing  a  pretty  good  place, 
wbkb  the  }$«e  lord  chancellor  had  but  juft 
g^ven  hi%  viz*  ^^  the  ofiice  of  iecretary  to 
*^  the  q(»paHl$Qn»  of  the  peace/'  I  canoot 
fixbearta  lo^rpedc  with  you,  that  you 
would  he  ibgcodas  to  write  a  letter  by  hixxi^ 

•    .1  '        • 

*  This  nobIemaii»  iKfhQ  ^sd  fcrr^  withgv^t re- 

patatioii  ander  die  doke  of  Kf  arlboroa^li,  Wng  fe- 

cood  in  command  of  the  Bn^Iilh  fotc^,  wit,  a  few 

daya  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  created  an  eari, 

with  limitadoi^  of  tke  htirpny  m  hia  hi9tke|»  the  pre- 

ient  lord :  he  wai  thep  jvJI  fttfiiag  om  on  an  embafly 

to  Bruflelf,  where  bo  made  his  pgbKc  entry  on  the 

king's  birth-day,  and  in  1720  figoed  the  quadrople 

alliance*    He  died  in  1726. 

before 
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before  you  leave  England,  to  the  new  lord 
chanceUor,  if  he  tie  not  filed,  to  engage 
him  Jto  continue  Mr.  Hughes  in  the  fame 
office.-  He  b  ^^orthy  of 'all  your  tegard,  a 
firm  friend  to  the  adminiftration,  a  very  in- 
genious man,  and  exceedingly  beloved  by 
all  diat  know  him.  I  hope,  you  know  ine 
enoti^  to  think  I  would  not  mertdon  any 
thing  to  you  which  I  did  not  efleem  it  for 
ybmr  honour  to  intereft  yourfelf  in.  And 
^refbre  I  i^n  intreat  this  of  you. 

I  am  ^ad  of  this  opportunity  of  congra- 
tulating you  upon  your  new  honour  -,  of 
wiihing  you  a  gpod  voyage,  aU  fuccefi,  and 
every  thing  equal  to  your  wilhes,  and  to 
your  merit ;  and  above  all,  a  faft  and  hap- 
py return  to  us ;  and  of  afluring  you  that  I 
am,  with  a  refpeA  and  gratitude  equal  to 
the  obligations  I  have  received  from  you. 
My  lord. 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fer^t, 

*  BENJ.BANGOR* 

*  Tlie  above  was  not  delivered,  for  the  reafoos 
aiBsiied  in  letter  If  ty. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XLVIII- 

Mr.  Huqh£s  to  Earl  Cowpsr* 
IdYLORD,  London,  May  171^^ 

X  Hotigh  i  cannot  help  joining  vfith  the 
general  voice  in  lastBenting^  with  much  con- 
cern, the  lofs  the  public  has  fuftained  in 
your  lordfhip's  quitting  that  great  trull, 
which  never  has,  nor  can  be  placed  in  more 
worthy  hands  than  "your  lordfliip's ;  yet  I 
think  it  my  duty,  at  the  fame  time,  to  con- 
gratulate your  lordfhip  on  your  being  ho- 
nourably eafed  from  a  very  great  burden  ^ 
the  conftant  fatigue  of  which  muft  have 
made  it  uneafy,  and  might  have  proved 
prejudicial  to  your  health.  Your  lordihip 
has  been  feen  to  a£b  in  every  thin^  with 
that  prudence,  mature  thought^  and  equal 
temper,  that,  I  am  fure,  the  rcfolution  you 
had  taken  muft  have  been  founded  on 
the  bcft  reaibns  y  and  I  mod:  zealoufly  and 
fincerely  wifli  your  lordftiip  all  the  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  confequences  of  it  which  you  can 
cxped  Of  defire.  I  nev^r 
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I  never  can  cxprefs  to  your  lorddiip  tht 
half  of  what  I  feel,  as  often  as  I  think  of 
your  very  generous  and  diftihguUHing  fa- 
vours to  me ;  ait  the  circumftances  of  which 
will  ever  leave  on  my  mind  the  moft  grate- 
ful impreffions.  I  efteem  that  ihort  Q)ac« 
of  my  life,  in  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
attend  yottf  lordfhip,  as  on6  of  tUe  happi- 
eft  parts  of  it;  and  if  I  cannot  avoid,  on 
this  occaGon,  having  a  proportionabte  con- 
cern, yee  to  your  lordihip,  who  has  (hewn 
fo  very  humane  and  tender  a  regard  to  my 
welfare,  I  think  mylelf  obliged  in  duty  to 
declare,  that  I  have  no  regret  for  any  cow- 
fiquences  to  myfelf,  fo  much  asrfthat  being 
deprived  of  the  fatisfaftiun  of  being  near 
your  lordihip,  and  the  frequent  opportimi« 
ties  of  being  honoured  with  a  converfadon 
filled  with  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion,  and 
every  thing  that  could  redder  it  valuable 
and  s^reeable. 

I  wifli  your  lordfliip  increafe  of  health 

and  happinels,  and  with  the  moft  dud- 

YoL.  I.  Z  ful 


C    «9«    1 
fid  nffocds  to  yoatlordBnp  and  my  kdy 

lam,  &£. 

jfOHN  HUGIOSL 


LETTER    XLDL 
Cad  Omtfu  to  Lofd  Cfaaaodlor  Pa&xu*. 

Mr  LORD,  *J«jr.  «7»*- 

(Jf  die  maiif  dut  ticae  loftn  hfmifsc' 
fignog  die  gfcat  leal,  I  Ibatt  vendue  to 
KcoMOMSid  but  oae  gentlrauui  to  your 
lotdffa^  die  bearer,  fAt.  Jefaa  Hughes, 
firfaofervedfiiribawliakdiiiefB  the  office 
9i  feaeatf  for  the  commiffioas  of  die 
icaoc)  ttd  I  ihoaU  not  do  that,  bat  tut 
oaoicaJbas;  the  ooe^  that  he  hardly  iery«l 
Jong  enough  to  make  him  amends  fir  pie- 
paring  himielf  to  eacecute  diat  tniSt }  the 
other,  ffait: lam coonnced,  fiom ihc Iktle 

•Cwatedcarf«rilMek(ieiaiai74t'    BeWU 
6al  dU  «W  jfcar  1724.  wi  4kd  in  1732. 
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mxbc  ^  krve^tbatyoar  kxdib^  if 
yoQ  coiionae  him  in  tiiatibTicp,wiUdHUik 
me  for  having  recooumded  himi  »d 

TOW  fo  doii^  win  be  ilfoa  vcry^gre^toUi- 
gMDBOBy  017  lord. 

Your  lorcUhip's 
nK^obedieiirtiuqiU?  fovaii^ 

COWPER. 

I  moft  hcartUjr  wUh  ycmr  lorcUhip  much 

^LBTTEE    X^ 

Mr.  KvoHxs  !CD  9iihq>  JEJoaplt^,* 

MTWRD,  Jut  IT,  i7it. 

X  WAS  in  hopes  I  flxyuld  hxn  waited  on 
^oyr  lordfhip  before  this  dme,  ocherwife  I 
had  oot  to  long  delated  retixming  you  my 
hearty  thanks  for  the  l^er  you  fs|voored 

*  Sioce  the  poblication  of  the  firft  edidoii,  thb 
letter  hts  been  very  obligingly  coBtBonicatdl  to  the 
c4iiar  by  Mr.  dmceHor  Hoedly. 

%z  ine 
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me  with  to  my  lord  Cadogan  ^.  I  had  inr 
deed  no  opportunity  of  ms^ing  ufe  of  it ; 
and  my  lord  Cowper  being  in  towa  the 
next  diy,  I  found  his  care  of  me  had  made 
any  ot^er  way  of  application  unfieceflkry. 
The  kind  part  which  I  have  obfcrved,  on 
this  and  other  occafion^  my  friends  take 
in  my  welfare  and  fuccels,  is  oije  of  the 
greatcft  fatisfadtions  I  have  ever  known  in 
life;  and  among  thpfe  friends  I  have  great 
reafon  to  place  your  lordlhip  with  the  fotfi^ 
moli)  your  coniiant  good-will  and  kind* 
nefs  to  me- being  what  I  e&scm  as  a  real 
jhappinefs,  and  an  hopoi^r  t  Jlhall  always 
prefer  to  the  approbadon  of  thoiif^ds. 

I  am  ffAng  now  to  confefs  to  your  lordlhip 
a  thefj  which  g^ve  me  very  great  pleafurc. 
After  the  tinie  was  elapfed  for  the  delive- 
ring your  letter,  I  took  off  the  cover,  and 
ftole  a  reading  of  that  which  you  did  well 
to  fpare  my  bluflies  by  not  letting  me  fee 
|;)cfore.  I  found  there  what  at  once  touchpd 

f  Sec  letter  xlvii,  p.  186. 
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my  heart,  and  tried  my  philofiiphy,  liow  I 
covld  bear,  without  vanity,  fc  warm  a  re- 
commendation, not  only  above  what  Tde- 
ferved,  but  beyond  what  I  could  have  ex- 
peeked  even  from  your  lordfliip's  known 
zeal  and  hearty  manner  of  ferving  diofe 
you  think  kindly  of  «  May  you  always  per- 
6&  in  thiiiking  ib  pardaUy  (^  me ;  and  I 
promiie  you,  I  will  do  niy  beft  never  to 
undeceive  you  { 

I  am,  &c. 

JOHNHIJGHES. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    LL 
Mr.  Hughes  to  Earl  Cowper. 
MYLORD,  Aogoft  i5>  171S. 

HaVIN  G  juft  met  with  the  inclofed 
yerfes,  which  have  been  but  lately  difperfed, 
I  think  them  fo  very  good,  that  I  could 
npt  deay  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  fendmg  them 
to  ^our  lordihip,  who  perhaps  may  not  yet 

have 


tdWt  ifectt  fnciff  r  I  Ml  inbf nicd  twf  ivttV 
imCMtt  by  Mr«  Wclfled,  si  gendemm  I  have 
lisrd  if)emiofied  by  Sir  Richard  Siwkt  w 
i  ^Mnift^  genius  }  ^  who  hm  writteo 
6«ie  few  fiiorc  poems  befcM'e*  but  is  Iktld* 
ilWWtt*- 

l(  wiss  s(  ^oiitile  iik>m£kscucm  tcBit,.  cha« 
tty  ittficis  pievenced  my  paying  my  duty 
t(»  yo«ir  lordfivip  when  you  wei^  Isucly  in 
fowifr  I  flOfi  going  Jien  week  to  get  a  re- 
€nn  of  Swry  air,  and  to  try  the  dsuly  ex- 
crcifcof  a  horfe  on  the  downs,  which  I  hope 
wilt  qualify  me  in  a  Uttle  time  for  a  journey 
inioHcrtford&ire* 

*  If  Mr#  Weliietf  &ai  writceii  notUnselfe,  or»  st 
leaAf  iCk#liaiaotoibidedMr«Po|M,  byhii^'Tiv 
'^  tfmrifafe**  nd  other  iatirei,  he  would  iearcc  have 
Ufm  fSkffkd  inr  the  ^  Jhrn^wi^*  ia  thai  cekbraiRl 
farodfy  M  Sir  Joha  Denham, 

^  Flow,  Welded,  flaw,  fike  thine  iofpirer,  beerr 
-^^  Though  ^akf  irot  ripe  ;  though  thin,  yet  never  clcarf 
^  So  fWeetty  mawkift,  and  fo  Tmoothly  dull ; 
<*  Hniff  aoi  llrovg,  and  feamiiig,  thougb  aot  fuH/' 

I  think 


f 
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I  dufik  I  hare  found  two  good  -pSimm 
^wluch  will  fit  the  places  your  lordjbip  w^uld 
hftveiuppned,  md  which  your  lordflupjocugr 
bsLYC  »wf  time^  if  you  approve  theoa.  f 
faw  the  piftuies  neetioned  by  Mr.  Wood^ 
ford,  but  do  Mt  think  tliere  a«e  any  /qht 
*  lordihip  woidd  like.  ,  »  .  .  ^ 
Jam,  my  lord,  &c 

JOHN  HUGHEt 

The    G  £  N  I  U  a 

^  O0tf  vrkten  b  lyiy^  on  occafioa  of  ll(t 
Duk.e  of  Marlborough^^  k.thargj>. 

AWrai  lim^  Marftid,  rWbl 
Sleepy  chams  I  come  ta  breaks  * 

Hicher  tuin  tky  languid  eyes  $ 
Lq4  thy  Gi^kis  calls;  awakei 

Well  /onrejr  Ah  fiutUiil  p!aii« 

Whichxecords  tb)r  HfcPs  gttat  ftoiys 

^is  a  Aort  but  oowded  fpaii, 
FoU^f  irittoiplit*  full4>f{lor]r! 

3- 

One  Iby  lane  ^  deeds  review  ! 
I  Sieges*  bittles^  chick  appe^tf  s ' 

I  Foiwer  «roiiders«  loft  la  new. 
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This  is  Blenheim's  crimfoft  fieM,- 
Wet  with  gore,  with  flaoghter  ftaia'il  ( 

Here  retiriDg  (quadrons  yield. 
And  a  bloodlefs  wreath  is  gaiA^id. 

5- 
Ponder  in  thjr  godliice  mind 

All  the  wonders  thon  haft  wrought  i 
Tyrants,  from  their  pride  dedtn'd. 
Be  the  fubjed  of  thy  thought ! 
6. 
[  Reft  thee  here^  while  life  ma^  laft : 
Th'  otmoft  blifs  to  man  aIloi^'d» 
Is  to  trace  his  adions  paft, 

And  to  own  them  great  and  good. 

But  His  gone«^0  mortd  bom ! 

Swift  the  fading  fcenes  removes- 
Let  them  pafs  with  noble  fcorn ; 
Thine  are  worlds  which  roll  above* 
8. 
PoetSy  prophets,  heroes,  kings, 

Pleas'd  thy  ripe  approach  forefee ; 
Men,  who  aAed  wond'rous  things. 
Though  they  yield  in  fame  to  thee* 
9. 
Poremoft  in  the  patriot  band, 

^Shining  with  diftinguiih*d  dajr. 
See,  thy  friend,  Godolphin,  fiand ! 
See!  he  beckons  thee  away. 

10.  Yon- 


f 
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io. 
Yonder  feats  and  fielda  of  light 

Lee  thy  ravifli'd  thought  explore ; 
Wifhing,  panting  for  thy  flight. 

Half  an  angel,  man  no  more ! 


LETTER    LIL 

Earl  GowPER  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

SIR,  Colegredn*,  Adg. gi  171!. 

X  GIVE  you  many  thanks  for  yours  of 
the  5th  inftant,  with  the  excellent  verfes 
of  an  uncommon  kind.  It  puzzled  us  herd 
in  the  country  to  recondle  the  3d  ftanza, 
which  prepares  for  a  particular  enumcra-* 
lion  of  the  duke's  aftion^,  with  the  4tht- 
which  mentions  only  two^  and  no  more 
are  enumerated  after.  Btt,  I  take  it,  the 
genius  is  fuppofcd^  after  mentioning  **  Blen- 
"  hcim/'  to  fee  iit  th^  plan  **  the  bloodlcfs' 
**  wreath,*'  and  thinking  that  now  mofl  fit 
for  the  duke  to  dwell  upon,  alters^  his  de- 

.    •  Near  Hertford, 
VoD.I,  A  a  fig^" 
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fign  of  pointing  to  his  deeds  one  by  one/ 
and  proceeds  immediately  to  give  him  the 
exhortation  which  follows.  There  is  one 
Mr.Welfted,  reader  of  the  Charter-houfe, 
who  is  faid  to  have  wit  in  converfation :  I 
cannot  tell  whether  he,  or  another,  be  the 
Welfied  you  mention  as  the  author. 

If  the  learned  have  advifed  you  to  take 
the  air  on  the  downs  of  Surry,  as  particu- 
larly good  for  your  <»fe,  I  have  nothing 
to  fay,  but  fubmit,  and  hope  you'll  be- 
fieve  there  is  good  rcafon  for  that  advice  ; 
but  if  otherwiie,  I  wifli  you  had  tried 
Hertfordftire  air  at  fefl,  where  yott  and 
your  horfe  Aould  have  been  very  wel* 
come :  or  you  might  have  uied  any  of 
mmc,  if  they  plcarifad  yoa  better.  It  is 
certain  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  ufe 
gentle  riding.  I  will  only  defire  leave 
to  add  to  the  prefcription,  that  you  will 
admit  of  as  much  idlenefs  and  vacancy 
from  hard  thinking,  as  you  poflibly  cam  I 
mod  earncfUy  wiihyou  perfe€kf\iQce(s,  and 
am,  Sir,  Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

COWPER. 

LETTER 
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L  E  T'TE  R    tm. 
Hr.  HvGHBs  to  Earl  Cowper. 
MY  LORD,  CoBdQn,  Aiig.  it,  1718. 


W, 


I  T  H'  thegreateft  fttis&ftion  Ire^. 
turn  your  lordfliip  my  mofi-  humble  ac« 
knowledgments  for  the  honour  of  your  let* 
ter^  and  am  extremely  glad  the  verfes  I  £Ent 
Twre  fo*  acceptable;.  This  faaa  given  mer 
occafion  to  enquireafter  what  I  cauldlfar** 
tber  meet  with  from  the  iame  hand,  andr 
thought  HOW/ to:  hirve  ftnt  your  lordflup: 
the  author's  firft  fruits^.  I;fmd he  mentions 
an  "  ode  to  the  kii^**  wHidi  I  am  forry  E 
cannot  yet  procure.  Theperfon  your  lord*. 
Ihip  has  he^d  of,  though  a  man  of  ^^  wit' 
**  in  con^pcrfaiion,'*  will  not  be  fufpeded, 
among  thofe- Who  •  know  him,  for  panegy^ 
rics  of  this  kind ;  hisftntiments  andprinci* 
pies  being  of  a  different  tsurn.  What  I  have 
heard  of  this  gentleman  is,  that  he  is  a 
yogn^  man  whom  Sir  Richar^  Steele  fome 
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|iiOC  ago  profefled  to  patronife  and  encou* 
rage,  and  yfcd  to  recoI^mend  among  his 
acquaintance.  I  find  the  "  verfes  on  the 
/'  dukepf  Marlboroygh'*  are  hitherto  very 
little  difperfed ;  and  I  wifti  the  author  were 
acquainted  with  your  lordlhip'p  very  jufl: 
remark  on  the  3d  and  4th  ilanzas.  iPerhaps 
placing  the  3d  ftanza  after  the  4th  imight 
obviate  the  ob^ediom 

Your  lordflupfs  very  kiod  loyitajdon  is 
the  beft  jecommendation  to  me  of  Hert- 
ibrdiUre  air,  and  will  engage  me  to  ihor- 
ten  my  intended  ftay  in  Surry.  I  am  ex- 
tremely happy  m  having  leave  to  increafe 
a  debt,  which  it  will  be  always  the  higheft 
honour  and  pleafure  to  me  to  own.  And 
if  any  thing  could  make  me  more  partial 
yet  to  my  pwn  welfare,  it  is  that  your 
lordifaip  does  me  the  honour  to  exprefs 
yoijirfelf  concerned  in  it.  I  am,  >vithall 
Doifible  ties  of  duty  and  z^al, 
^  My  lord,  &c. 

JOHN  HU)G^Ei§. 
• 

LETTER 
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LETTER    LIV, 
Mr*  Hughes  to  Earl  Cow  per. 

.  MY  LORD,  Colegreen^  Sept.  25,  I7i8« 

X  HAVE  great  reafon  to  think  it  will  be 
a  fatisfadion  to  your  lordlhip  to  have  fome 
account  of  the  progrefs  of  my  health  fince 
your  lordlhip's  going  to  town.  I  thank 
God,  my  fever  is  quite  off,  (I  hope  paft 
^  danger  of  a  return,)  and  I  am  as  much  bet- 
ter for  the  time  as  can  poffibly  be  expeded. 
I  have  recovered  a  tolerable  appetite,  and 
feel  an  acceffion  of  ftrength  every  day.  As 
I  cannot  but  have  the  utmoft  regard  to  all 
your  lordlhip's  commands,  which  are  fo 
kindly  iatended  for  my  good,  I  have  not 
changed  my  lodging,  but  am  going  on 
here  in  a  regular  courfe  of  few  medicines, 
and  moderate  exercife  ;  and  have  good  en- 
couragement to  hope  I  fliall  foon  fatisfy. 
my  doctor,  that  this  air  is  not  lefs  reftora- 
pve  than  the  downs  of  Surry. 

And 


And  now  that  I  have  time  to  look  back 
on  my  pa^&feri^g,,!  sgn  veffnuach  con- 
cerned and  afliamed  at  the  trouble  I  gave 
yonr  ]acdfliip>^'  bac  whea^  t  teacA^tdt  the 
experience  I  had,  on  that  occaiion,  of  your 
lonMhip^ejK^eeding-hinnanky,  andthe  hi- 
expr^^je  reli^  it  wa»  tq  me,  iindcF  exit 
tremc  paii^  andapprehenfions  of  the  woril. 
confequences,  my  heart  h  melted,  and  it  is 
not  ib  the  power  of  words  to  Ihewtbe  fenfc. 
I  have  of,  it.    I  canr  truly  fsty,  that,  after  a, 
long  courfe  of  i)L  health  and  mi$fortuneji 
which. had  HmoQ,  mzdt  me  indif!erent  to. 
every  t^in^  it  was  your,  lordlhip's  very^ 
icind  notice  of  me,  thatiirft  made  life  more, 
durable ;  and  I  flfall  think  it  one.  of  thex 
^eatell  picafures  of  it,  while  it  lails,  to 
epiploy  it  in  all  the  return^  of  duty  and' 
thankfulnefs  to  your  lordfliip,  which  are 
within  my  poor  ability.    I  beg  that  (with , 
my,  humble  dvity)  my  lady  Cdwper  may 
know  how,  troQj;)lefome  a  guefl  I  have 
been,  an^th^t,^  though  it  happened  in  her 
ladyihip's  abfence,  L  have  not  wanted  any 
thing  necefiary  or  convenient.    I  have  be- 
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goa  CO  tall  in  mufic  in  aid  of  my  cifre^  and 
fomedmes  have  tried  the  harpficord^  but  k 
wiil  make  no  harmony  in  the  abience  of 
that  hand  it  has  been  ufed  (o  abfducely  to 
obey*  l^vffiA  your  iordflitp  much  ptofpe* 
nty  in  your  new  habitation  ^  ^  zftk^ 
with  very  many  obligations. 
My  lord,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHESw 


LETTER  LV. 

Mr.  HtroiiEs  to  Eari  CowPEft. 
MY  LORD, 

X  SEND  you  a  fmall  piece  of  hiftory-f ,  fb 
cxceedmgly  well  written,  and  by  To  honeft 

*  In  Liocolns'ian^fieUti 

t  ''ThcbifloryoftherewImtmifiaPortvga].  By 
•'  the  Abbe  Vertot.  Printed  forSamttelBuckley,  17 12/* 
To  cbii  cimoiis  piece  of  biftory,  (writcen  in  a  verj 
peiticiilar  maisiier,  and  with  equal  vivadtj  of  ftytt 
and  fentimenc)  Mr.  Hughes  did  (o  much  jaftice,  chat 

Che 


i 
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\  %,  pen,  that  I  prefumc  it  will  not  be  unac-* 

'  ceptable  to  your  lordfhip,  even  in  the  tran- 

llation,     I  do  not  fet  my  name  to  it^  buc 
your  lordlhip  is  fo  many  ways  entitled  to 
'  every  thing  in  which  I  am  cx>ncemed9  that  I 

am  glad  to  take  any  opportxmity  of  ex- 
preffing  my  grateful  fenfe  of  all  your  fa- 
vours, and  with  what  profound  veneration 
lam,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

LETTER    LVL 

Mr.  HixGHEs  to  Earl  Cowper. 

MY  LORD,  oa.  25,  17x8. 

. .  • .  .  JtJL  AVING  mentioned  to  your 
lordlhip  a  dialogue  *  in  the  manner  of  Lu- 

the.traoflation  was  as  well  received  in  England  as  the 
work  xtfelf  had  been  in  France.  See  *<  Jacob's  livti 
««  of  the  poets,  vol.  i,  p.  81.**  By  fome  accident,  it 
was  not  pnblifhed  till  after  Mn  Hnghes^s  death* 

*  ««  JCfcnlapias,  or  the  hofpital  of  fools."  This  is 
jnflly  efteemed  not  inferior  to  any  thing  tranfmitted 
to  tts  from  the  ancients. 

cian^ 


fcian,  wrifen  by  Mr.  WjiMh,  I  fend  th^ 
'*  mifcclbny*''  i&  wlttch  only,  1  think,  it 
was  ever  pVinted^  i  have  indeed  Xbme  dif"* 
ficuUy  ill  putting  a  hbok  into  your  lotd^ 
fliip's  hands,  in^  which  t^  publiiher  ha^' 
given  mie  t^p  large  a  ihare^  ai¥}  inlieited 
£ame  trilkf  Qfnwofi  ^hiah  wwe  ^ery  young 
performances.  But  I  can,*  without  fefiiFve> 
I'ccommehd  the  ^  ode  on  thie  duke  of  Marl* 
^*  borough/^  whidi,  I  heiieVe,  your  lordfliip' 
will  thinJc  is  a  very  fine  piece  of  poiftry* 
I  ani  vD&icmed,  it  was  given  to  the  pub* 
fifter  by  Sir  Samuel  Qatth,  fcom  a  h«md  that 
would  h^  canice;aled  ^.  That  of  Prior's  % 
I  look  upon  to  be  onii  c^  his  befl:  perfor-^' 

*  Poems  and  triuaflauoiks,*  pnntird  for  Pentbcrtoti; 
Ha  tb«  year  1714. 

f  This  ode  was  written  if  Mr.  ^meiVil^ei  author 
of  the  '•  Chacc.'* 

t  Imitat^from  <<  Rorace,  ftookiii,  ode  2,"  and 
wrlneh  i^  the  year  1692.  This  ode  is  in  honour  of 
kitg  Wiffiam,  but  wlWn  lifr.  Prior  pnbliflied  his 
ftoems  (as  above-mentioned)  ha  had  cbaUg^  his  opi<«' 
itioB  of  QHui  and  aieafures. 

Vol.  I.  Bb  riwmces^ 
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mances,  though,  (for  what  reafon  I  know 
not)  he  has  omitted  it  in  the  late  edition  of 
his  poems.  There  is  likewife  a  fliort "  ode 
«*  of  Horace"  (to  Maecenas)  which,  I  re- 
member, was  tranflated  many  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Gilbert  *,  (now  chief  baron  in  Ire- 
land) and  I  think  is  done  with  very  great 
elegance  and  correftnefs.  I  believe,  thefe, 
and  fome  few  others  in  this  coUedion,  may 
be  entertfuning,  though  your  lordfhip  ne- 
ver wants  employment  for  your  leifurc 
hours.  I  find,  the  town  is  in  expedation  of 
my  play  -f*  this  winter,  which  awakens  in 
me  the  fears  of  an  author,  though  I  have 
endeavoured  to  make  it  more  pardonable 
by  fome  alterations  j.  But  I  am  undeter- 
mined about  it,  till  I  have  the  honour  to 
wait  on  my  lady  Cowper.     When  her  la- 

•  See  letter  ix,  p.  37.  note  •. 

t  The  •*  Siege  of  Damifcos,*' 

X  Thefe  alterttions  were  iofifted  or  by  Ote  pl«7irtp 
with  a  fanuftie  view  of  exalting  the  charaaer  of 
Fhoc/ii ;  bat  that  of  Eudocia  11  ia  the  fame  propor^ 

tica 
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dyflup  thinks  it  may  feafonably  appear 
upon  the  ftage,  I  ihall  think  fo  too^  and 
not  before ;  and  could  only  wifh  that  the 
jundure^  which,  on  other  accounts,  is  fo 
much  defired,  and  could  beft  favour  it, 
were  at  hand. — But  I  beg  pardon  for  the 
length  of  this  letter,  and  am,  with  the 
greateft  regard  and  duty,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES, 


LETTER    LVII. 

Earl  Cow  PER  to  Mr.  Hughes, 

SIR,  Colegrceii»  Nov.  2»  1718. 

X  BEGAN  to  be  in  fear  for  you ;  but  I 

thank  you  for  comforting  me  by  yours  of 
the  25th  of  laft  month,  by  which  I  find 
you  as  well  as  you  can  expeft,  on  firft  cor 

tion  degraded,  Ker  violent  refentraenty  and  otter  re- 
jedtion  of  her  ]over»  bemgf  as  the  play  now  ftanca, 
iwreaibiiaUe.  The  original  plan  b  added  in  the 
appendix. 

B  b  z  mip§ 


ming  to  the  sir  of  London.  I^m,  on  farr 
idler  confideration,  fiiH  more  a^red^  that 
ihe  .diing  you  principaJiy  hwp  to  fittend  to^ 
h  th^  cndeavouTitrg  to  breed  as  Ihftle  phlegtli 
»  pdEble,  which,  I  gueft,  muft  be  titking 
pire  of  youjr  digeftion,  by  all  the  means 
you  can  think  of.  I  define  you  to  believfc 
xne,  when  I  ttM  you,  thajt  yiou  -are  the  firft 
{  ever  Ventured  to  write  to  ad^trice  of  this 
kind ;  I  believe  it  is  becaufe  I  find  more 
motives  than  ufual  to  wifli  you  a  long  and 
profperoua  life.  The  mifcellanies  you  are 
fo  kind  as  to  (end  me,  pleafe  me  in  more 
places  than  you  recommend,  I  p^cfcftly 
agree  with  you  i^  what  you  thin'k  of  the 
f  *  ode  on  the  duke  of  Marlborough/^  and 
I  muil  confefs,  ItafteDr.  Pope's  **  ballad^* 

•  *f  The  Wilbury  ballad,  with  the  learned  com- 
«  mentaries  of  a  friend  to  the  auihor*8  memory ,*• 
writteti  1)y  Dr.  Walter  Po|te,  author  ^f  the  •*  Old 
r  man's  wiih,"  who  lived  with  Dr.  Ward,  Aen  bi- 
ibop  of  Sali/bqiy.  vfhn  poem  (faya  the  cdkor) 
V  was  given  me  in  manafeript  by  my  worthy  frieod 
*•  Anthony  Henley,  efq;  who  afed^o  call  it  hit  fii* 
!*  voarite,  for  the  humour  and  fioipHcity  of  it,  aa^ 
'  '  "it« 


(  »f  ] 

0  jBif  iKrquttitzajftoeMr.  Heriejr-*  did*  Mj^ 
vn£t  laidi%  &e  is  mudk  obliged  to  f  oq  fdr 
die  icampliiRMt  yoTi  make  to  faeron  the  fiib» 
5e^  ;Qf  ymir  play,  ^md  that  ihe  ftaH  be 
jpoidy  to  fpjesk  ^h  70^  iqna  it  v^msnt 
yoapkafe. 

I  iUB^  widk  :great  tiruth^ 
)Ki^  yovr  verjr  fasthfiil  humble  fervaat^ 

CQWPJEJBL 


LETTEji  vnm 

Mr,  tfxrCfHES  to  £axl  Cow?n« 

1  CANNOT  but  take  the  firft  opportu- 
^ixj  p}  acknowledge  the  very  welcome 

f  Its  delicate  rftUIery  on  the  Dotck  coauaentators.  J 
>*  think,  indeed,  his  judgment  was  as  right  in  that, 
^<  as  it  was  in  every  tliteg  eife  relating  to  poetry  and 
»  eriticifin.?' 

*  Of  the  Grange  in  Hamplhife,  grandfather  ta  the 
preifnt  carl  of  Northington. 

favour 
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favour  I  received  ycfterday  trf'-your  lord- 
ihip's  tetter,  as  ^e  greateii  pleafure  I  have 
tafied  fince  my  coming  to  town.  I  look 
upon  my  fears  to  trouble  your  lordflup 
with  an  account  of  myfeif  fooner  as  part 
of  my  diftemper,  which,  for  fome  days, 
had  given  me  apprehenfions  I  was  unwil- 
ling too  haftily  to  make  known  to  your 
lordlhip ;  having  obferved  that  my  illneis 
came  upon  me  in  the  fame  manner,  and^ 
with  the  fame  fymptoms,  as  laft  winter  : 
but,  I  thank  God,  thofe  apprehenfions  are 
now  removed ;  my  illnefs  being  very  much 
abated  for  about  a  week,  fo  that  I  have 
been  able  to  go  abroad  ^  and  the  continual 
wafiing  by  phlegm  being  moderated,  I 
find  that  my  ftrength  daily  increafes ;  fo 
that  I  am  convinced,  that  your  lordlhip  • 
judges  Very  truly  of  my  cafe,  and  I  cannot 
be  enough  thankful  for  your  kind  advice. 
-I  ought  likewifeto  acquaint  your  lordfhip, 
that  I  have  followed  the  exercife  you  were 
pleafed  to  recommend,  with  fome  benefit 
already,  and  am  in  hopes  of  farther  fuc- 

ccfs. 
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<cefs.  It  would  be  very  idle  in  me  to  trou« 
ble  your  lordihip  fo  frequently  with  the 
hiftory  of  my  infirmities,  if  I  had  not  ex- 
pertenfied,  with  the  greateft  delight,  that 
CO  the  favours  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  . 
your  k>rdihip»  you  are  pleafed  to  add  fo 
great  a  feafoning  of  tendernefs^  that  I  can- 
not but  efteem  this  beyond  all  other  obli- 
gations ;  and  I  ought^  in  duty,  to  let  your 
lordihip  know,  that  your  intention  in  it, 
of  doing  me  good,  is  not  without  its  effc&.  i 
for  I  have  never  found  ;any  cordial  fo  revi* 
ving  to  my  fpirits,  as  this  has  been,  and  al- 
ways is,  to  my  mind. 

lam,  with  the  ^eateft  gratitude. 
My  lord,  &c.     . 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


J^ETTER 
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1  £  t  TT  E  R    LIX. 
Josh  Aixbw,  E%  *  to  Mr<  DvHcoMftz-f  < 


I 


Pl»bli|^^  Eatea  1719* 

WILL  venture  to  affirm  that  the* 
paffion  we  call  pity,  is  in  00  part  of  thcf 
creation  but  the  two-legged  animal  i  thtf 
tendernefs  and  care  of  bealfs  and  birds  to 
pcfervc  their  brood  is  quite  out  of  the  qqef- 
tion,  and  I  begin  to  think  the  efFefts  you 
tontend  for  are  hardly  natural^  I  am  fure 
they  arc  very  inconvenient ; 

Since  pity  u  wcompany'd  with  paia. 
Why  A6trid  I  eafe  by  yoar  afflidion  gain  t 

^  Only  fon  of  John  Allen,  tfq;  of  Gretton  in  Nor« 
tbamptonfliire.  His  Jigreeable  wit,  elegant  mannert^ 
and  polite  converfation,  endeared  him  to  perfons  of 
the  firft  rank  in  king  Charles  the  fecond^a  comt,  par^ 
ticalarly  the  dnke  of  Buckingham,  the  earl  of  Doriet^ 
and  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  with  whom  he  lived  in  the 
greateft  intimacy.  He  died  at  Dablinin  1720,  aged  75. 

t  See  letter  xix,  note  ^ 

It 


r 
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It  would  pleaie  me  to  hear  of  madam 
GyUenborg*  and  her  fweet  child  «f«  I 
fancy  her  count  is  in  fomc  danger,  fince 
king  Geoiige  has  reached  bafoa  Grarcz  at 
Stockholm  %• 

You  make  flight  of  Ormond's  giving  as 
a  viftt.  It  is  well  if  you  .are  prepared  for 
him ;  for,  I  believe,  he  will  have  the  nua« 

•  Ntooe  to  Mr.  Allea,  Bg^  named  tt>  Eiias  Iteritr, 
eiq;  deputy  of  the  great  wardrobe,  and  after  Ua 
deatb  toconat  Gyllcnborg*  ambaflador  from  Sweden. 

f  Mifs  Deritt,  who  was  afterwvds  created  by  the 
queen  of  Sweden  couateft  GyIlenborg»  and  married 
baron  Spane. 

X  Immediately  after  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  at 
Fredericklhallf  December  11,  17189  baron  Gorts, 
his  prime-minifier,  was  arretted,  tried,  and  executed 
at  Stockholm,  being  charged  by  the  feoate  with  all 
the  oppreflive  measures  of  the  late  reign.  Having 
been  deeply  engaged  in  the  Swedifli  confpiracy  againft 
George  I,  in  the  year  1716,  baron  Gortz,  at  the  de- 
£re  of  that  prince,  had  been  arretted  at  the  Hague, 
and  a;  the  fame  time  count  Gyllenborg  was  feized 
and  fent  out  of  England. 

Vol.  I.  C  c  ners 
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ners  to  fee  our  betters  firft.  But,  for  your 
comfort,  no  king  and  parliament  were  ever 
beaten ;  I  mean  entirely  fubdued ;  unlefs  I 
am  miibJcen  in  Richard  III.  I  think  I  am 
not)  the  parliament,  I  believe,  was  not 
fitting  when  Richmond  landed. 

When  I  was  young,  I  admired  M.  Dacier 
as  much  as  you  can  do,  and  perhaps  defpifed 
Scaliger  more.  I  have  lived  to  change  my 
mind,  and  am  almoft  of  the  contrary  opi- 
nion.— ^What  fort  of  play  is  that  which  has 
for  name  "Bufiris,  king  of  £gypt*?" 
Under  what  difficulties  muft  an  author 
bring  himfelf,  who  takes  his  fubjed  as  high 
as  the  contemporary  of  Hercules?  The 
"  Chit  chat -[***  is  come  to  us  with  a  cha- 

^  A  tragedy  by  Dr.  Yoang. 

t  A  comedy  by  Thomas  EiHegrew,  efq;  gentle* 
man  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  prince  of  Wales.  So 
ftrongly  was  the  author's  intereft  fapported  by  his 
friends,  that  the  profits  were  faid  to  have  amounted 
CO  upwards  of  a,  thoufand  pounds. 

.*<  Companion  to  the  playhoufe/'  vol.  t. 

rafter 


r 
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rafter  it  by  no  means  deferves.  How 
could  it  find  audiences  for  ten  days  ?  The 
writer  of  "  Raleigh  **'  is  Something  of  a 
fcholar,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  good  dic- 
tion, but  is  by  no  means  a  **  playrwnter.** 
But  I  write  to  you  what  you  (hould  write  to 
Y6ur  afieftionate  humble  fervant 

J.ALLEN, 

LETTER    LX. 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Dvncombs. 

Dablin,  May  19,  1719. 

JL  Believe,  your  ingenious  friend,  who  fays, 
I  was  bom  meUoribus  nnnisy  means  only  that 
I  am  an  old  man  \  and  he  is  in  the  right, 
Vixi  cum  quibusy  modeftly  fays  Horace :  bu; 
in  another  place. 

Mi 

Cum  magnsj  wxiji,  in^ita  faieHtur  u/qm      .      . 
Imndia  ■. 

^  <'  Sir  Walter  Raleigh/'  a  tn^edy.  by  Or,  Sewell. 
Cc2  I  cani* 
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I  canntit  help  ranarking,  that  though 
he  writes  to  the  great  Maecenas,  he  neither 
means  him,  nor  any  of  the  court  of  Auguf- 
tus,  but  Brutus  and  the  true  lovers  of 
liberty 

I  (hould  be  mightily  pieafed  vmJi  what 
Mr.  Hughes  has  eflayed  upon  Lucian  *, 
and  have  a  value  for  what  I  know  of  him. 
I  wifh  alfo  to  fee  the  jFr^nch  CEdipus  -f. 

*  «  Charon*  or  the  ferry-boat,  a  vifion,"  firft 
printed  in  dieyetr  171-8,  wkk  a  4idkadoo  to  the 
**  Swifs  Count*'  [Heidegger,]  which,  from  pruden- 
tial If  afoBs^  ma  omicted  in  Mr.  Hughes's  works, 
though  it  conuined  a  fatirical  viiion,  not  lefs  enter- 
taining and  iaftni^Qve  thaw  the  little  piece  to  which 
his  prefixed.  It  is  therefore  inferted  in  the  **  ap- 
**  pendix"  to  this  work.  Mr.  Garrick's  dramatic 
fatire,  caHed  «'  Lethe/'  (firft  aded  in  1748}  feems 
formed  on  the  model  of  Mr.  Hughei's  **  Charon.'' 

t  By  M.  de  Voltaire.  This  tragedy  was  written 
in  1714,  when  the  author  was  but  nineteen  years  of 
age.  M  You  jvoember  (fays  he,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Abbe  d' Olivet,  dated  in  1761,)  •«  i  was  bold  enough 
*^  to  attempt  the  terrible  fubjedl  of  CEdipus  about 
feve  n  and  forty  years  ago."  It  was  played  for  the 
.    '      .  firft 


[ 
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The  man  who  arrogantly  c<Hitemns  the  an* 
dents^  will  caGly  be  brought  ^  defy  the 
gods.  Though,  I  think,  there  aie  as  (hock* 
ing  cxpreflions  in  Sophocles  and  Dryden« 
^'  Buliris"  is  reprinted  here.  Nothing  can 
be  more  like  thole  monflrousfcene&than  thoie 
monftrous  hangir^^  I  will  only  add  what 
thfi  mod  earned  Virgil  fays  on  the  fubje£t> 

^uij  illauJati  me/cit  Bufiriih  uras  ^ 

Ytt,  I  mjjft  own,  I  approve  "  Ac  taH 
"  white  plume,  like  a  high  -  wrought 
**  foam.*'  That  btirfts  out  like  Homer  or 
Milton.  But  the  man  this  new  writer  feems 
to  imitate  is  Dr.  Blackmore ;  whether  by 
choice,  or  chance,  I  know  not.  The  cele- 
brated ^^  moon-fimile"  is  fcandalaufly  ftokn 
from  Lee's  "  Mithridartcs,"  and  fomewhere 
from  Mr.  Addifon. 

fir  ft  time  at  tlie  end  of  the  year  1718^  and  rtn  five  and 
forty  nights,  Do  Prcnc.  a  celebrated  aaor,  and  of  the 
fame  age  with  the  author,  played  the  pan  of  CEdipus^ 
and  madan  Defmarets  an  excellent afbefs,  performed 
khat  of  Jocafta,  and  foon  after  qflitted  the  'ftage.  Both 
Father  Folard  and  M,  de  )a  Mottc  have  iincc  treated 
t&e  fame  iiibjea. 

Look- 
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Looking  for  fome  papers  laft  night,  I 
found  a  few  lines  written  on  an  annually- 
returning  occafton  (now  at  hand)  which 
makes  the  attempt  a  little  difficult.  King 
George  was  born,  in  1660,  the  day  before 
the  29  th  of  May,  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  the  fecond.  The  whole  epigram- 
matic force  is,  •*  One  is  better  than  t*othcr.** 
There  is  hiftory  enough  for  the  birth  of 
Alexander^  and  the  burning  of  Diana's 
temple. 

Helper  di? ine,  Diaoa»  here  on  earth, 
Negle^  all  phjefls  for  yoong  Ammoo^  birth, 
Anxioos  from  ftately  Ephefus  retires. 
And  leares  her  temple  to  devoaring  fires. 
So,  whilft  our  bleffing  yet  lay  anreveal*d» 
A  happy  burden  in  the  womb  conreard,   , 
Sophia  was  the  charge  of  every  ftar ; 
No  lefs  employ  was  Providence's  care : 
Britannia  lab'ring,  with  convulfions  torn, 
Charles  conld  not  be  reftor'd,  till  George  was  bom. 

J.  ALLEN, 


LETTER, 


I 
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♦LETTER    LXI. 

Earl  CowpER  to  Mr.  Hughes. 
SIR,  Colegreen,  May  51,  1719. 


WAS  very  forry  for  my  ill  fortune,  when 
calling  yefterday  at  Herringfordbury  to  wait 
on  you,  and  obtain  the  favour  of  your  com- 
pany at  dinner  with  me,  I  found  you  were 
juft  gone  for  London :  but  I  was  concerned 
extremely,  when  1  was  told  you  had  been 
fo  ill,  that  you  defigned  to  reft  at  Wal- 
tham-crofi,  and  make  two  days  journey  of 
it.  If  the  weather  prove  hot  again,  I  be- 
lieve you  (hould  get  your  attendance  ex- 
cufcd  for  this  Trinity  term,  and"  be  quiet 
fomewhere  in  a  clear  air.  As  I  told  you, 
I  dare  not  follicit  you,  left  it  ftiould  prove 
to  your  hurt ;  but  you  may  be  affured,  I 
cannot  know  a  greater  pleafure  than  to  have 
your  company,  and  do  you  good. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  perfcdt  refpeft. 
Sir,  your  faithful  humble  fervant,  . 

COWPER- 

LETTEH 


LETTER    LXII. 

Mr.  Hughes  to  Earl  Cowper. 
MY  LORD,  London,  June  z,  1719. 


Ai 


lFTER  a  Qiort  unfuccefsful  trial  of  the 
air,  in  which  I  have  been  followed  with 
fome  bad  vifits  of  my  old  fever,  I  returned 
to  town  this  afternoon  in  tolerable  good 
health,  and  met  with  a  very  welcome  cor- 
dial, your  lordihip's  kind  letter.  I  am  of- 
ten out  of  countenance,  when  I  rcfledt  how 
much  trouble  my  almoft  conftant  indilpo- 
fion  occafions  to  my  friends ;  but  the  truly 
aflfeftionate  part  your  lordfhip  cocdcfccnds 
to  take  in  what  relates  to  me  and  my  little 
concerns,  is  no  fhiall  fupport  to  me  under 
it,  and  one  of  the  grcatefl:  fatisfadions  I 
have  to  think  upon  in  life.  1  mod  heartily 
return  your  lordfhip  thanks  both  for  your 
advice  and  invitatbn.  As  I  hope  to  Ipend 
but  litde  of  this  feafon  in  town,  I  believe  I 
am  under  a  neceffity  of  having  rccourfe  to 

afles 


afles  milk,  and  tbe  air  of  Carflialtoii»  tQ 
which.  I  am  advi&d,  and  where  I  ibufiid 
great  beoegt  th^  !aft  year :  but  hftviog  man 
of  the  fvinmer  mtm  before  me»  I  hope  | 
Audi  be  abkj  iBiome  ^<ne»  to  wait  m  your 
l^fliip  in  a  better  ^te  of  hcialth  than  I 
have  kttherto  doa^  and  to  itx^prove  it  with 
the  ^e^u96s  c^  Colegveeiiy  of  which  I  caivr 
mt  help  thinking a3a  &xt  of  bome^  fince  { 
^mahnfB  fiire^meciC  there  with  the  grea* 
Deft  indulgeoice,  id  the  Undeft  of  pattooft 
^dbcftofinencK 

I  aixv  my  lordf^  &c 


L  E  T  T  E  It    LXIH, 
Mr.  HxrciTEs  to  jLord  C^neellor  Parxba. 

BIYL(»tI>, 

W^HILST  yoiir  lonUhip's  dime  has 
fccen  ib  much  engag^d^  I  durft  not  allow 
tnyfelf  to  break  in  upon  i^t  ^^'uix^ny  trifles 

y^A.  pd  4 
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of  mine  -,  but  now  you  will  have  fomc  rc- 
cefs,  I  fhali  be  proud  if  your  lordftiip  will 
let  this  fmail  poem  *  wait  on  you  for  an  au- 
dience, at  fome  leifure  hour  in  the  country. 
It  was?  written  feveral  years  ago,  when  I  had 
better  health,  ,for  endeavours  of  this  kind, 
than  for  fome  time  of  late,  and  was  pub- 
nihed  at  the  particular  inftance  of  Mr.  Ad- 
difon,  for  whofe  judgment,  I  kiiow,  your 
Ibrdfliip  has  a  very  jufl:  efteem :  and  as  my 
friends  have  perfuaded  me  to  think  this  the 
ipofl  pardonable  of  my  errors  in  print,  I 
could  not  but  be  defirous  of  making  it 
known  to  your  lordihip,  who,  perhaps,  may 
fxpt  have  feen  it  at  its  firft  publication. 

Tiie  gredteft  iiicitem^nt  to  attempts  of 
this  kind  (which  have  always  fomething 
Ambitious  in  them)  is  the  approbation  of 

t  «f  An  ode  to  the  Creator  of  the  world,  occa^ 
**  fiooed  by  the  fragments  of  Orpheus ;''  printed  for 
TonfQo  iQ  thp  year  17 159  and  reprinted  in  Mr^ 
Hughes's  "  poems/'  vol.  ii,  p.  79.  This  is  men- 
tioned wich  applaufe  in  the  **  Spedtator,"  vol.  vii, 
|JWb*  537  and  554. 

perfonsi 
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perfons  of  the  firft  charaAer  in  the  ag^i . 
Your  lord(hip*s  extenfiVe  genius  has  noe 
more  naadc  you  a'  judge  of  all  the  va- 
rious iihprovements  and  produftions  the 
mind  of  man  is  capable  of,  than  your  good^ 
nefs  and  humanity  incline  you  to  be  an  en- 
courager  of  whatever  is  praife-worthy,  or 
has  even  the  merit  c£  being  well  attempted* 
I  cannot^  on  this  occafion,  but  applaud  my 
own  happineis,  in  the  liadon  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  placed  in,  which  gives  mt 
the  pleafure  of  contemplating  fo  many  gr^t 
tsdents,  and  fuch  excellent  virtues.  And 
it  is  a  double  fatisfa£tion  to  me  to  think,, 
that  I  owe  the  favour  I  have  received  from 
your  lordfhip,  not  only  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  your  lordfhip^s  great  and  worthy 
predecefTor,  (to  whom  I  have  the  higheft 
obligations)  but  likewife  to  your  own  free 
and  ready  inclination  -,  fo  ready  and  gene- 
rous, as  to  meet  my  requell,  and  almoft 
prevent  my  aiking.  So  valuable  a  circumh 
ftance  in  your  lordihip's  favourable  regard 
to  me,  at  firft^  and  your  conilant  kindneff 


D  d  2  fincc, 
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fiAce»  will  engage  my  utxnoft  zaX  to  ap- 
prove tnyfelf,  my  lord. 

Your  lontthip's,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


LETTER    LXnr. 

Mr^  HuG^HE^  to  Earl  Cowper. 
Part  of  a  letter. 

KifTLOftD,  London,  June  20,  1719. 

^  .  .  .  OltiCE  my  kft  lb  your  lordfliip, 
my  fever  Ihas  iMm  pretty  fevere,  and  has 
"Wholly  confined  me  to  my  owh  houie^  but 
is  at  lail  abaited,  by  the  drinking  of  ^^s 
milk  twke  a  day^  after  the  bark  had  failed  % 
fi>  di^  I  think  I  am  now  on  the  mending 
hand,  but  have  not  yet  been  fit  for  any 
journey  farther  than  to  EarlVcourt*.  In 
a  week  or  ten  ^ys,  I  hope  to  remove  far* 
Cher,  and  purfue  the  moft  probable  methods 
CO  which  I  am  dire£bed  for  my  recovery. 

•  Sir  Riohari  Muckttore'f. 

Icon^ 
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I  condole  with  your  lordihip  the  lols  of 
that  fine  genius  Mr.  Addifon  *•  I  fhall  of* 
ten  now  think  of  that  topic,  from  which 
Lucretius  draws  a  very  elegant  reproof  to 
a  common  undiftingulfhed  perfon,  who  be- 
wails himfelf  on  the  fhortneis  of  life  and 
the  certain  profpedt  of  death : 

Lumnafic  uiam  S^lis  honus  Ana^  rtUquit^ 
"Sim  miiior  mubis,  fuam  iufuit^  imfroitf  nlktj; 
Addi  repertores  doBrinarum  atj;  leforum, 
Addi  Hdumadum  comtits     '     ■ 
T'm  *vero  iubitahit  H  indignahire  obinf 

Dryden,  as  I  remember,  has  finely  tran- 
(lated  this,  but  I  cannot  recoUedt  the  lines^f-. 

*  He  died  at  HolUnd-hoofe  oear  Kenf^i^toii,  in 
the  54th  year  of  his  age,  three  days  before  the  date 
«f  this  letter. 

t  They  are  at  foUows : 
«<  Ancus,  thy  better  fat  was  born  to  die^ 
•*  Aod  tboo,  doil  thooy  bewail  mortality  %  f 
**  The  founders  of  invented  arts  are  loft, 
«'  And  wla  who  made  eternity  their  boaft. 
<*  And  thoa,doft  tboo,  difdain  to  yield  thy  breathy 
**  Wbofe  very  life  is  little  more  than  death  ? 

t  Mr,  Pope  has  borrowed  thefe  two  line*  in  his 

<*  tnmflation 
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I  am  not  capable  of  writing  your  lord- 
fiup  any  particulars  of  the  adtion  in  Scot-^ 
land  *,  not  knowing  any  thing  but  by  the 

**  tranflation  of  the  Iliad/'  b.  xxi,  fobftttutiog  onljr 
**  Patroclus"  for  <'  Ancus/'  in  ths  fpeeck  of  Achilles 
to  Lycaon. 

*  Among  other  fchemes  of  Alberonl,  one  was  to 
procarc  a  diveiiion  of  the  troops  from  England  to  the^ 
north  of  Scotland,  where  a  detachment  of  300  Spa* 
niards  were  to  land  with  fome  of  the  rebel  lords  [Sea- 
forth,  MarOial,  and  Tullibardin]  who  were  to  head 
their  clans  and  followers  there  in  a  rebellion  ;  and 
for  that  pOrpofe  they  brought  with  them  arms  for  2000 
men.  The  Spanifh  lieutenant-colonel,  who  com* 
manded  this  detachment,  being  afTured  that  he  would 
be  joined  by  2000  rebels  in  arms  as  foon  as  he  landed, 
finding  himfelf  difappointed,  was  for  returning  in  the 
frigates  that  brought  him.  A  few  of  the  clans,  how- 
ever, joined  him^  and  they  pretended  to  defend  two 
palTes,  that  of  GlenOiill  and  that  of  StracbelU  againft 
major-general  Wightmao,  who  was  advancing  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  regular  troops  to  di (lodge  them, 
which  he  did  (June  10)  with  an  inconfiderable  lofs. 
Next  day,  the  Spanilh  party  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners  at  difcretion,  and  delivered  up  their  arms  ( 
and  thus  ended  this  attempt,  the  fucccfs  of  which  de- 
pended ckletiy  on  that  cf  the  invafioa  of  England, 

which 
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public  news.  I  wifli  your  lordfhip  and  fa«* 
mily  much  health,  and  am,  with  the  grea« 
tcft  zeal,  my  lord. 

Your  lordihip's,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obey  my  lady 
Cowper's  commands  in  feeing  Sir  Godfrey 
'Knelkr;  butcan  affure  her  ladyfhip  dua 
the  book  ia  the  pi£^ure  is  taken  care  of. 

I-  E  T  T  E  R    LXV* 
Mr.  Hughes  to  Earl  Cowper. 
MY  LORD,       Wal]iDgtoii%  Aagnftso,  1719. 

X  AM  extremely  obliged  to  your  lordfliip 
and  lady  Cowper  for  many  kind  enquiries 

which  had  before  been  defeated  by  a  violent  fionn 
which  difperfed  and  difabled  the  Spani^  fleet  of  men 
of  war  and  tranfportt  (with  the  duke  of  Ormond  and 
6000  troopi  on  board)  of  CapeFinifterre. 

**  Mod.  oniv.  Uft/'  vol.  xv,  p.  56x-a. 

*  Near  Carftialtoi,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Bridges. 

after 


, 
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after  my  \mlth :  I  wfih  I  had  been  in  9 
condition  fooiicr  to  have  ^veo  >OMr  lord* 
Ihip  fome  account  of  it^  but;  indeed  I  hlivc 
been  brought  fo  low  with  my  ^fthma,  and 
a  contiiiual  larking  fever,  and  haye  lam  fo 
long  in  a  languifliing  ftate,  that  I  cannot 
fay»  titt  very  lairiy»  I  have  had  any  thoughts 
>^a  recovery  J  and!  am  feafiUe  it  i«  ftiU 
veryoocenain^ibthac^at  beft,Idonoc  now 
flatter  myfelf  fi)  much  with  the  hopes  of 
being  well,  as  of  moderating  my  diftem* 
per  fo  as  to.be  tolerably  iU;  which,  in 
chronical  cafes^  of  fo  long  continuance  as 
mine,  is  the  molt^  I  believe,  that  can  rea-^ 
(bnably  be  expeded. 

I  have  been  very  defirous  to  make  the 
experiment  of  this  air,  which  is  many  ways 
recommended  to  me,  and  of  gentle  exer* 
cife :  and  thefe  I  have  looked  upon  as  my 
lad  referve.  But  I  had  unhappily  loft  the 
greateil  part  of  the  fununer,  before  I  was 
able  to  bear  being  renx>ved  to  this  place. 
I  have  now  been  here  about  three  weeks, 
$uid  found  even  fo  imall  a  journey  a  fadgMc, 

which, 
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v/bkh>  tog^er  with  a  cold  I  foon  got^  ie« 
newed  917  fiever^  fo  that;,  ^at  firft,  I  W9$ 
worfe  ibr  the  change:  however,  I  have 
now  been  feveral  times  on  horfeback^  forne* 
times  better,  and  fometimc^s  wojfe^  after  it  > 
but,  upon  the  whole,  I  have  gained  ao  ap- 
petite^ and  fome  d^rpe  of  Arcngth :  with 
this  little  flock,  I  am  trading  on  as  cauti* 
ouily  as  I  can,  and  fliouidbe  in  more  hopes 
of  increafing  it,  if  I  had  not  long  found  my 
native  climate  too  like  that  artificial  one  of 
'Change-aljie^;  (which,  I  think,  has  its 
name  very  properly,)  fo  that  what  I  have 
gained  o;tie  week,  I  frequently  lofe  the  next^ 
and  very  often  can  as  little  tell  why. 

•  •  •  •  Among  many  fatisfaAions  I  a;q 
denied  by  my  unhappy  circumftances,  it  is 
with  great  uneafinefs,  I  find  myfelf  depri- 
ved of  the  hopes  I  had  once  entertained  of 
feeing  Hertfordihire  again  this  fumme;r$ 
and  indeed  I  do  not  find  my  philofophy 
more  fail  me  in  any  article,  or  leave  me  to 
regret  the  want  of  health  more,  than  when 
I  reficft  on  thofe  favours  of  your  lordfliip. 

Vol.  I.  -E  P     .  whiphi 
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vMch  have  rendered  it  chiefly  defirable  to 
me^  and  i^ch,  more  than  any  thingi 
would  give  rdiih  to  the  enjoyments  ef  it^ 
But  I  muft  fubmit  to  my  lot,  with  the  fa- 
tisfeAion  that  J  can  fay,  I  have  been  happy ; 
fnd  I  agree  with  my  friend  Horace^  that 
)te  has  had  no  ill  portion^ 

But  for  the  reft,  vl2^  his  recommending  ^ 
total  unconcern  fd;:  what  may  happen  to- 
morrows it  is  a  fine  thought^  but,  I  be- 
tieve,  was  written  in  perfeft  health.  May 
your  lordlhip,  and  your  family,  long  enjoy 
^at,  and  every  oth^r  fatisfaftian  of  life  ; 
yfhic}^  no  pne  more  ardently  wiihes^  than 
My  lord,  &Ct 

JOHN  HUQHES, 

f  Happy  the  miii,  and  bappy  he  alpDe* 
He  who  can  call  to-day  bii  own ; 
He  who,  fecure  withiD^  can  iay^ 
/i  To-mpn^  do  thy  ffOitt,  for  I  ykve  liv'd  to-day  I 

Pryden. 

I-PXTER 
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£arl  Cowp£&  to  Kfr*  Hvghu< 
8  I  R|  Colegieea,  Sept  22^  i;!^}^- 

JL  WOULDnotanAi^rthcftnrciurof  yours 
of  the  30th  of  kft  mci^  iboner^  1>ecti]fe 
every  trouble  mtrffc  be  very  difi^reeable  to 
ycnjy  m  your  weak  cond^ftmi  tnd  if  re« 
ceiving  a  letter  be  but  a  little  one^  yet  wri* 
tingy  efpecially  in  the.  manner  that  you  do^ 
muft  be  too  itiuch  exercife  of  your  firengtb^ 
and  I  know  you  to  be  fogood  as  to  reekdh 
yourfclf  m  debt  Troin  Ae  time  cf  your  t^ 
ceiving  one:  but  rather  than  do  you  thte 
leaft  harm^  unlefs  you  mend  much  in  point 
of  health)  I  will  acquit  you  for  three  lines* 

It  was  a  great  pleafure  to  hear  by  Mr. 
Hughes*,  you  were  a  little  better  fince  my 
receipt  of  yours  -.  I  would  advife  you  thtnk 
fore  to  carry  your  hopes  yet  a  little  beyond 

*  Of  Hndngfordbar)'»  Jadge-advoc«te 

£  e  1  the 


the  conditioh  of  being  "  tolerably  ill  ;'* 
though  you  ioA  yourfelf  {bmetimes  worfc 
after  riding,  not  to  be  difcouraged^  but  to 
perfevfere,  if"  you  are  aBlei  nothiiig  can 
ferve  you  cffeftually,  but  that^  and  the  ea- 
ting within  tie  appetite  it  procurts  you, 
that  you  may  well  digeft  what  you  eat; 
and  how  tempting  fbever  a  cordial  is  to  the 
faint,  touch  none  but  after  dinner.  I  am 
confident,  I  am  guilty  of  repedtioa,  and 
chat  I  have  ventured  to  write  to  diis  efied: 
before;  but  I  am  very  folicitous  in  this 
flMter,  and  therefore  I  truft  you  will  ex-- 
#uie  me^  if  I  prefs  upon  you,  over  and 
^ver^  the  rul^,  I  am  fure,  I  have  lived  by 
-Ibr  Ibme  years  pafL 

.  li  am  of  yovir  opinion,  that  your  friend 
Horace's  **  unconcern  for  the  morrow"  was 
a  rant;  written  in  good  health,  when  he  had 
reafon  \o  believe  the  morrow  would  be 
agreeable  :  'tis  all  that  can  be  deiired,  from 
(DBe  under  ficknefs,  to  keep  from  a  degree 
of  dgedlion,  which  will  help  to  increafc 
tat  diitemper. 

Mr. 
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Mr«  Hughes  tells  me  you  have  made 
coofideii^le  alteradons  in  your  play:  It 
would  add  to  my  latisfa£tion  in  feeing  it 
reprefented^  if  I  found  you  were  thece^  and 
well  enough  to  bear  the  lamps  during  the 
adion 

Tis  impoffible  to  hinder  felf-love  from 
muting  with  every  thing ;  and  I  fear^  if  I 
call  myfelf  to  a  true  account,  the  fenfible 
dimmution  of  the  pleafure  I  had^  by  your 
company,  in  my  retirement,  adds  to  th^ 
concern  I  ihould  otherwife  have  (though 
very  great)  for  my  friend's  fufferings. 

I  am,  with  the  trueft  aifedion  and  great- 
^ft  refpca.  Sir, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

COW  PER. 


LETTER 


t    =34    1 

L  E  T  T  E  ft    LXVIt. 

Mr.  DtmcoMBE  td  Mr*  Alle>t. 
DEAR  SIR»  LondoBi  Nov«  5^  1719. 


M. 


.%  Foatenelle,  in  one  of  his  diakgMCS% 
jnentioning  the  difference  between  barba- 
rous nations  and  thofe  whiph  are  accounted 
polite^  makes  it  to  confift  in  this,  that  tlic 
latter  generally  take  care  to  varnKh  their 
aftions  with  fpecious  pretexts,  though,  in 
reality,  they  have  no  more  juftice  and  inte- 
grity than  the  former.  "  Whoever  would 
*'  ftrip  Europe  of  her  formalities,"  feys 
Montezuma,  who  is  one  of  the  interlocu- 
tors, "  would  render  her  very  like  America. 
*'  Civility  meafures  all  your  fteps,  di&ates 
.  1*  all  your  fpeeches,  intricates  all  your  dif- 

*  Of  the  dead.  A  tranflatioo  of  this  work  was 
publifiied  by  Mr.  Hughes  in  17089  to  which  aread« 
ded  two  original  dialogues*  the  one  between  Lacks 
Janios  Bracas  and  Auguftus  Caefar,  and  the  other  be- 
tween Empedocle^  and  Lucilio  Vanini. 

•*  courfcs. 
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^  courfes,  aod  perplexes  all  your  adionv 
^  but  does  not  enter  into  your  blurts ;  and 
"all  tbe  juftice  which  ibould  be  in  your 
^'  defigns,  is  found  only  in  your  pretexts.** 
But  if  the  religion,  whofe  livery  that  gen^ 
tleman  is  obliged  to  wear,  would  have  gi- 
ven him  leave  to  fuffer  his  Indian  to  fpeak 
outi  he  might  have  produced  inftances  of 
more  notorious  violations  of  the  laws  of 
humanity  by  the  refined  and  well-bred  Eu* 
ropeans,  without  the  maik  of  pkufible  pre- 
texts, than  can  be  paralleled  among  the 
wildeft  clans  of  rough  barbarians,  who, 
taught  by  nature,  inviolably  obferve  that 
golden  rule,  ^od  tibi  fieri  mm  vis,  aheri  ne 
feceris.  Witnefs  the  many  Haughters  and 
the  wide  deftruftion  of  the  poor  helplefs 
Indians  by  the  bloody  Spaniards  ;  witnefs 
the  Parifian  and  Irifli  maflacres ;  and,  above 
all^  the  fatal  blow  that  was  this  day  in« 
tended  to  be  given  j  when,  according  ta 
the  notions  of  the  confpirators,  (fuch  was 
their  charity  !)  king,  lords,  and  commons 
were  to  have  been  plunged  "  quick  into 
^  \it\\^  w^ithout  one  moment's  refpite  for 

lepeo- 
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repentance.    Oh  fuch  occafions^  who  can 
forbear  crying  out  with  the  poet^ 

What  dire  cfieAs  from  fuperititioa  flow  1 

I  have  been  told  by  a  friend,  that  he  has 
fcen  ten  or  twelve  Jews,  at  a  timcj  burnt 
alive  at  lifbon,  merely  for  the  fake  of  their 
religion ;  while  the  people  were  rejoicing 
and  triumphing  round  the  kindled  pile,  and 
tauntingly  exclaiming,  **  Now  you  are  go- 
«  ing  to  the  Devil !"  And  yet  the  very 
fame  perfons  might  be  feen  to  relent,  and 
ihew  tokens  of  companion,  at  the  execu^ 
tion  of  a  common  malefa&or.  So  far  has 
the  priell  prevailed  over  .the  principles  of 
nature  and  humanity ! 

It  is  amazing  how  men  can  be  made  to 
believe,  that  the  common  Father  of  all, 
(who  rejoices  in  all  his  works,  elfe  he 
would  not  have  created  them,  or  at  leaft 
would  ceafe  to  uphold  them  in  being,)  can 
be  delighted  with  the  deftruAion  of  his 
children,  and  pleafed  to  fee  his  divine  imar 

ge^ 
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ges  d^ao^d ;  andtjbtajt  (he  {o^tf^p,  irid  c^tr£ 
of  gioo4M(9  Vid.  mergy  can  l^e  atoned  by 
boman  viAini^^  and  tb^  blood  of  their  bre<* 
thren !  How  miich  preferable  ire  tlni  dic- 
tates of  pure  uiicorrupted  nature  tp  the  reU* 
^011  of  iuich  chriftUns ! .  The  Q9J>  they 
frame  to  themfelyes  Qiore  refembles  9  Bail 
or  a  Molochi  whofe  ears  were  delighted 
with  the  cries  of  miferabl^  Y^^inx^^  tbfip 
thatBeio^i whgfe  darling  attribute  is  mercy  i 

The  tm\fexpr  M^rctis  Antoninus  finely 
fayy ;  *>  If  the  queftio^i  be  put  to  us,  wha^ 
'^  is  our  art  or  ptofei&oo  ?  our  anfwer  ihould 
•*  be.  To  do  gppd.  As  Oop  m^de  the 
'*  lyortd,  n^t  for  hb  own  gQodi  (fin(:e  he 
«  was  infinitely  happy  before,)  butfpr  the 
*^  good  of  his  creatures  j  fo  our  religion 
"  muft  neceffarily  be  this.  To  do  good  to 
"  his  creatures ;  for  therein  we  qoncur 
*^  with  the  will  of  God,**  But  the  pr<5- 
pofterous  rcUgJonof  thcfe  men  feems  to 
confift  in  the  unravelling  of  Gob's  work- 
manihip,.at  Icaft  as  far  .as  it  lies  in  their 
power,  and  in  deftroying  all  their  fellow- 

Vol.  I.  F  f  creatures. 
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creatures,  whofe  minds  are  not  caft  exaftfjr 
in  the  fame  mould  with  their  own.  For 
they  cannot  intend  their  convidion  by  fuch 
abfurd  methods.  Force  may  indeed  make 
hypocrites,  but  can  give  qo  new  light  to 
the  uTiderftanding.  As  foon  may  a  fit  of 
the  gout  be  removed  by  a  fyllogifm,  or  a 
violent  fever  by  a  demonftration  in  Euclid, 
as  the  mind  be  illuminated  by  fire  and  fag* 
got.  ^  Such  premifes/'  as  one  pleafently 
fays,  *'  infer  no  conclufion,  but  that  of  a 
**  man's  life.*^  And  if  you  terrify  a  man 
into  a  profeffion  of  what  he  does-'  not  be- 
lieve, ^'  inftead  of  erefting  a  trophy  to 
God/*  as  an  ingenious  author  obferves, 
**  you  will  only  Imild  a  monumens  for  the 
"Devil.** 

But  for  my  farther  opinion  on  this  fob- 
Jeft,  I  refer  you  to  the  late  excellent  arch- 
bilhop  TiHotfon*s  fermon,  preached  on  this 
€lay*s  folemnity,  16^8  8"^  .  ..  •  . 

►  •  .  .  .-  Mr,  Cibber  has  lately  publifhcd 
tt  play,  (altered  fome-  years  ago  from  the 

•*-Cid*'' 
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•*  Cid"  of  Corneille,  and  entitled  the  «^  Hc- 
^'  roic  Daughter,")  which  he  has  dedicated 
to  Sir  Richard  Steele,  whom,  among  other 
topics  of  praife,  h^  commends  for  his  hu- 
mility in  fubmitting  to  be  affifted  by  ano- 
ther.  great  author,  (plainly  defigning  the 
itte^Mr.  Addifon^)  and  by  that  means^  iet- 
tiirg  him  into  a  fliare  of  fame  with  inm. 
The  daubing  fycophant  tells  him,  that  "  he 
**  may  fairly  apply  to  his  Angular  condudt 
^'  what  Anthony  fays  of  tJftavius,  in  *  All 
^*  for  Love  i' 

-•*  Fool  that  I  WIS  i  upon  my  eagle's  wings 
"  I  bore  tUs  wren»  till  I  was  tir'd  with  foanng, 
.    "**  And'Aow  iie  moii.nts  above  me.*' 

On  this  occafion  the  following  lines  were 
-written,   extempore,   by  one  who  has  an 
odd  fancy  that  Gibber  and  Steel©  are  infe- 
rior to  ComeiHe  and  Addifon^ 

Thns  CoUqr  Cibber  greets  Tits  partner  Steele  • ; 
^»  Sec  here,  fir  knight,  how  I've  outdone  CorneiHe  I 

*  They  were  at  that  time  joint.patentee». 

^  Ffa  "See 
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*^  $af<7  to  their  filent  ihid^  wel)!d:  d^fiaiice, 
f  ^or  U?ing^og8  are  better  thaa.dea.d  lions.'- 

•  I  am,  5ir» 
^biir  very  affeftibnate  iiephevr  f , 


}Ax.  Hughes  to  Earl  Cowper. 

MYtOkD,  y8lIingrtn/lrov:6,' 1719. 

T  is  now  Tome  time!  fihcre^  Ihiad'  thelio- 
pour  of  your  lordfliip's  laft  letter,  and  not- 


I 


^  "^  lifr;  t>(%cbiKbe'4  itiotfier^ai)Mr;oAlWii-'l!^«i- 
geR-aibev;  ^tle  Siaft.tkr9dtkr^fifM«»  l^  4<l)!A,^f 
wliom  was  marrie^tor  <^e«rge  Fvlfiu^^ '«^<j[Qii^j:of 
^tt]ford»  in  DevoRfhire,  the  fecond  to  John  Wrighc» 
efqt  of  Kiiig)it|hr^d^,  in  EfTex,  attorney-xen^ral  <^ 
;Jainaica  in  i685»  and 'tW'tKird'/fir^'to  Sir  John 
Tyrrell,  bart.  of  Springifecia-hairiii  Eflcx,  and,  after 
his  death,  to  Sir  Thomas  Starope,  knight,  lord- 
^ayor  ofLondc^in  1692."  *^       '  * 

withftan- 
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ipecQilqg.  me  from  writiog;  'vrhm  jonAibk 
it  vrouid  be  a  fatigue  to  snewuiar  nyitt- 
a^  yQCilam  alh^med  to  owdrtbt  ilateAf 
at.  cl  have  been  unwilladg  to  kt  you  luiow, 
.diat  I  baye  been  worfe  tbmwheo  I  woobp 
1^  and  havener  at  au^  limis  ^ee  bfen 
'sble  io  fay^  I  have  1)eeii  bettor,  vviudi 
is  what  I  waited  idt  $  -  ^ly  -I  ^vik  4 
hav«'faMii£^a1kde  fireiigdi  of  kte,  aftsr 
ff^eM  ^hoekflT.df  m/ife<rerv  and^iatony 
afibtha^is^ijfortcjnite  ib  b^d 'aisit'Iiai  font- 
times  been.-  I  arti^how^pannjg;  tdea^ 
this  place,  yet  not  be«ig^4n  a  cottditioa 
to  bear  the  town,  I  have  fixed  my  fta- 
^n/fbr  *tf<Ae/td  be'W-^ij^  old  lod- 
gings at  liEngton^  havn)g^f6iuid  that  the 
taioft  beaefidal  tjf  any  aJf  waa?  *he  town : 
fo  that  F  hope!'  may  -tte  ^e  to  gfet-ortr 
^is  ifvteter,  ^'  I  haV^^dMitf^feme  «dK»s; 
but  I  faar  it '^Ul  be  itioftfy  wl^n  4oors« 

I  feid,^ki  every  JhAance  tof  gdodijeft  fipom 
yotjr  lordfiup^'  my  c^ligattons  increafing ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  fay  (if  poffiblc)  my  gra- 
titude 


titude  and  zfBs&ion.    Your  a^'vice  has  an 

^vslDtag^  over  that  of  other  phjrficbuis^  for 

it  candies  a  cordial  tvithit.  lam  glad  lean 

fay^  that 'the  tviits  your  lordfliip.  recoup 

mends,  areairhat  I  have  carefully  followed 

for  ibme  tihie.'  A  avoid  all  ftrong  cordials, 

idpicially  inns  tttorning,  drink  very  little 

•wine,  have. left  offmalt  liquors,  and  keep  to 

la  r^imeil,  whv:h^  I  hope,  in  time  oiay  dp 

me  fervieev    But  I/fisar  I  am  &H:  ^me  tinde 

a. broken  :bo;fwi4nj  having,. with  sdl  .tl|e 

.curd.  I  could-taH?>  fuffcred . more. :by  colds 

'€;avigbt  ixi' riding,  than, I  have  gainf|d  by 

,  the' air  and  escpxc^t,         ,       •  .   .  . 

.  I  have  ifiaiffied  the  iterations  of  my 
play,: and,  I.belipve,  ihaU^e  fietermine^, 
by  the  e|:p^sd;atipns  of  the  .'tawi^^  to  Mt  it 
tf^its  .fprtnoe  .on  the  Aage,  having  had 
ibme  affiiraQce  from  the  players,  that  they 
will  take  cite  of  it  without  ijay  ^tten^ancp. 
I  fliall  beg  leave  fliortly  to  aik  your 
lordlhip's  and  my  lady  Cowperfs  advice, 
10  partictilaf,  relating  to  this  alTair^  with 

which 
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which  I  \Vill  not  trouble  your  lordilup  at 
prefent.    I  am,  with  all  poffiblezeal. 
My  lord,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


LETTER    LXIX. 

Mr.  Hughes  to  the  Countefs  Cowper*. 
MADAM> 

J\S  loon  as  I  was  informed,  that  yoyc 
ladyfiiip  had  done  me  the  honour  to  en« 
quire  afteit  my  play,  I  refolved,  uniiniihed 
as  it  is,  to  get  it  tranfcribed,  and  rather  to 
fend  it  impcrfed  than  omit  the  very  firft 
opportunity  of  putting  it  into  your  lady* 
fliip^s  hands ;  there  being  nothing  I  ihould 
more  wifh  to  its  fucccfs,  than  to  have  the 
pleafufe  of  feeing  it  grow  up  under  fo 
happy  and  illulirious  a  patronage. 

,  ^  .J 

*  This  lady  (who.  was  the  earrs  fecond  wife)  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Claveringp  efq; 

Hook 
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liodkiipQitic,  inidam,  as  t  very  £6t^ 
ttmatciomeii^  dut  the  pcrfoa  to  wJiom  I 
was  moft  dcfirom  to^  introduce  it,  fhould 
&  gcnetoltfly  gfhtd  me  an  opportunity  of 
doing  what  I  had  before  afpired  to.    My 
namefakc  *  will  acquaint  you,  that,  when 
1  began  this  fmall  amuiement;^  I  flattered 
myfelf  with  the  fecret  hope  of  making  it, 
when  it  fhould  be  finilhcd,  an  humble  ofFer- 
iqg  to  your  ladylKIp.    You  have  therefore, 
madam,  if  I  may  prefume  to  fay  it,  been 
already  a  kind  of  mufe  to  tlus  work  ;  and 
I  hxve  writDcn  it  under  the  influence  of  an 
ambittoa.to:pleafc.my  lady  Cowpgr^    This, 
indeed,  is  awning  a  great  de«l  ^  ciiid  if  I 
have  not  been  able,  atter  ail,  to  make  it  wor- 
thy of  fuch  a  dtftinfkion,  yet  I  r«n)$mber 
a  remark  of  M*  Fontcnellc,  "  that  m  many 
*'  things  we  fhould  not  pnocecd  fi>  &r  ^ 
**  we  do,  if  we  did  not,  to  animate  our 
**  endeavoisrs,  propofc  to  ourfelves  %n  imta- 
*«  ginary  point  of  pcrfeftion,    which   is 
**  indeed  beyond  the  reach  of  our  utmofl 
•*  abilities/* 

•  Edward  Hughes,  efq;  of  Heriiflgfordbnry. 

But 
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But  your  ladylhip  has  laid  an  obUgation 
upon  me,  the  generofity  of  which  I  can 
never  fufficiently  acknowledge,  in  your  en* 
tertaining,  implicitly,  fo  favourable  an  opi- 
nion of  this  performance^  and  its  author, 
as  to  think  of  reading  it  to  that  ^eat  and 
royal  perfon*,  to  whom  nothbg  comes 
more  advantageoufly  recommended  than  by 
your  ladyihip.  The  merit  of  the  chief  cha- 
raider  ^f*  in  this  play  is,  as  your  ladyihip 
will  obferve,  raifed  on  that  kind  of  virtue 
for  which  her  royal  highnefs  is  fo  illuftri- 
oufly  diftinguilhed^  an  unfhaken  adherence 
to  her  religion.  But  farther  than  this  I 
have  not  prefumed  to  attempt,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  ftory  not  allowing  it  to 
be  a  parallel  charafter*    I  tiave  therefore 

*  The  priucefs  of  Wales»  afterwards  queen  Can>- 
liae.  Lady  Cowpcr  was  one  of  her  ladies  of  the  bed* 
chamber.  The  offer  that  wai  made  to  her  highnefs 
(when  princefs  of  Anfpach)  of  an  alliance  with  the 
archduke  Charles  (after tvards  the  emperor  Charles  vi) 
flhd  her ,  refufing  it,  the  condition  annexed  being  a 
change  of  religion,  arc  welllcnown. 

t  Eudocia. 

Vol.  I.  G  g  only 
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only  done  as  painters  do  when  they  draw  a 
Helen  or  Venus,  they  finglc  out  fonfie  real 
obrjciSk  of  beauty  ifor  their  ftudy  -,  and  though 
they  vary  the  lifcenefs,  and  do  not  pretend 
to  draw  the  exa£fc  pifture  of  that,  or  any 
other  particular  perfon,  yet  it  ferves  then^ 
to  raife  and  improve  their  own  ideas.  I 
am  extremely  ienlible  of  the  great  honour 
your  ladylhip  d6es  me,  and  Ihall  always 
eftdeavour  to  approve  myfelf,  with  the  ut- 
moft  zeaJ, 

Madam,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


LETTER    LXX. 

Mr.  HvGHEs  to  the  Countefs  Cowp£ft. 

MADAM, 

X  H  E  concern  your  ladyfhip  was  picafed 
to  exprefe  for  my  intereft,  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  wait  on  you  yefterday,  and  the 
caution  you  were  picafed  to  recommend  to 


r 
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nie  not  to  hurt  it,  is  fo  generous,  that  I 
cannot  but  think  it  defervcs  my  particular 
acknowledgments.  I  have  thought  of  it 
fmce  with  that  dutiful  regard  I  ihall  always 
have  to  your  ladyOiip's  fentiments,  and  am 
only  forry  that  I  amfo  far  fruftrated  of  my 
firft  de%n^  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  at- 
cenipt  (as  I  intended  in  the  epilogue)  to 
draw  a  very  great  charafber^  of  which  I  have 
only  offered  at  fome  fiunt  Shadows  in  one 
part  of  the  play.  But  if  I  mull  deny  my- 
lelf  this  fatisfafbion,  for  fear  of  offending, 
yet  I  cannot  part  with  th«t  other  which  has 
been  my  chief  ambition  in  preparing  this 
work  for  t^  public,  the  pleafure  of  ad- 
dreffing  it  to  your  ladylhip  *.  May  I  b^ 
forgiven,  if  I  own  farther,  that  I  have  a 
fecret  vanity  in  afking  this,  at  a  time  when 
your  iadylhip's  virtues,  and  diOntercfted 
adherence  to  them,  are  at  once  the  orna- 
ment and  reproach  of  the  age  ?  It  vfrould 
be  doing  myfelf  too  much  honour  to  believe 
it  poflible,  that  the  rofentraent  of  any  pe^' 

*  Thu  tragedy  was,  however,  dedicaie4  io  ^arl 
Cowper. 

Qg2  *  fons, 
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fons,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  could  dtfcend 
to  me.  But  if  it  (hould,  I  have  weighed 
the  confequences  of  that  too,  and,  in  the 
few  prolpeds  I  have,  the  grcateft  fatisfac- 
tion  I  know  in  life,  is  the  care  not  to  omit 
any  of  the  material  duties  of  it ;  among 
which  I  efteem  the  owning  my  obligations 
to  your  ladyfliip,  I  ftiall  therefore  have 
the  greater  pride  in  obtaining  your  permif- 
fion  to  lay  hold  of  this  firft  opportunity  that 
offers,  of  exprefling  to  the  public  fome  part 
■  of  the  fcnfe  I  have  of  thofe  obligations,  and 
with  what  duty  I  am.  Madam, 
Your  ladyfliip's,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 

•  ■ '  *   ■ ' 

LETTER    LXXL 

-   Mr.  Hughes  to  Robert  Wilks,  Eiq;* 
SIR»  jniogton,  Nov.  24,  17 19* 

JL  Defircd  Mr.  Mills  fbmetime  ago  to  ac- 
quaint you  and  the  reft  of  the  nianagers, 

•  Of  thU  celebrated   aftor  (who,  it  is  allowed, 
^«^f  jiad  no  e^oal  in  gentee)  comedy)  Gibber  fays. 
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that  I  had  juft  finifhed  tfac  altemdons  of 
my  play.    Though  I  have  met  :y\r]th  many 

«<  that  if  he  was  not  the  mod  corrcsft  or  jodido«9» 
.<<  yet  (as  Hamlet  fays  of  the  king  )u3  fatl^er)  'Take 
*  him  ioj  all  lo  all,  Scq.*  he' was  certainly  the  moft 
'^  diljgenr,  mofl  laborious^  and  mod  ufeful  ador 
^  tha(  I  have  feen  upon  the  ilage  in  fifty  years/' 

^Apology,  &c,  p.  408* 

And  to  his  moral  chara^er  an  excellent  moralift 
bears  the  following  teftimony  :  *^  Mr.  Wilks,  what- 
**  ever  were  his  abilities  or  (kill  as  an  ador,  deferves 
5*  at  leaft  to  be  remembered  for  his  vinues,  whieh 
**  are  not  often  to  be  found  in  the  world,  and  per- 
f  *  haps  left  often  in  his  profeffion  th^n  in  others.  To 
^*  be  hamane,  generons,  and  candid  is  a  very  high 
^*  degree  of  merit  in  any  date ;  but  thefe  qualities 
'*  deferve  Hill  greater  praife  whea  they  are  found 
f  *  in  that  condition  which  makes  almoft  every  other 
f*  man,  for  whatever  reafon,  contefoptaons,  infoientj 
*'  petulant,  felfiih»  and  bnital." 

Life  of  Savage,  p.  i6» 

Sir  Richard  Steele,  Wilks,  Booth,  and  Gibber 
yvere  at  this  time  joint  managers  and  patentees  of  the 
new  theatre  in  Lincoln's-inn-ficlds.  Mr.  Wilks  died 
jn  September,  1732.  Pope  fays,  on  that  occafion* 
in  a  letter  to  Gay,  •*  The  death  of  Wilks  leaves  Cib- 
^*  ber  without  a  collegue,  abfolute  and  perpetual 

"  diaator 
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interruptions  by  my  Stnefsi  I  have  now 
completed  what  I  defigncd^  and  given  it  all 
the  finifhing  I  am  able.  As  it  is  now  mo- 
delled, I  think  there  is  nothing  left  Which 
may  hazard  the  fuccefs  of  \t  But  I  hope 
.  I  may  fay  farther,  that  I  have  confiderably 
improved  it,  and  that  in  other  places,  be- 
lides  the  chief  incident.  I  have  alfo  re- 
trenched whatever  lines  could  be  fpared,  to 
fliorten  it,  without  obfcuring  the  ftory,  or 
hurting  the  fenfe.  And  now  finding  the 
town,  in  expeftation  of  it,  and  the  demands 
of  my  friends  (and  of  fome  great  ones)  pref- 
fing  upon  me,  I  am  willing  it  fhould  ap- 
pear on  the  ftage,  though  my  Taad  health, 
which  has  hitherto  interrupted  it,  makes 
me  incapable  of  attending  it.  To  this,  I 
affure  you,  nothmg  more  encourages  me 
than  my  dependence  oh  you,  and  your 
f  riendlhip,  which  I  promife  myfclf  on  this 
occafion ;  and  I  fhall  believe,  that,  though 
I  cannot  be  prefent,  yet  uiider  your  care 

'  "  di£lator  of  tlie  (lagf » though  indeed,  while  he  lived, 
**  be  was  bMt  as  Bibulus  to  Ca^far.'* 

w4 


and  direction  nothing  can  be  wanting  to  give  • . 
it  the  utmoft  advantages.  Mn  Southcrnc 
has  the  copy,  and  will  deliver  it  to  you  very 
(hoitly :  he  is  •  fo  gaierous  as  to  offer  me 
any  aififtance  in  fupply  of  my  abfence,  and 
will,  whenever  it  may  be  neccflary,  attead 
the  rehearfals.  I  make  you  no  compliment, 
but  that  of  my  real  opinion,  when  I  affure 
you,  that  I  think  no  one  can  more  truly 
touch  all  the  tendernels  of  heart  and  variety 
of  paBions  in  the  character  of  Phocyas  thaA 
yourfelf,  and  that  I  Ihall  have  a  particular 
pleafure  in  your  taking  that  part.  That  of 
Caled  is  a  bold  theatrical  one,  and  is  the 
real  charafter  of  a  man  who  appears  very 
great  and  terrible  in  the  hillorv  of  thofc 
times.  Mr.  Boodi  would  give  it  a  very 
great  ftrength  and  luftre  •,  as  Mrs.  Oldfield 
would  add  all  the  grace  and  beauty  pofliblc 
to  the  part  of  Eudocia,  Mr.  Mills,  I  be- 
lieve, will  like  that  of  Abudah,  apd  the 
good-nature  of  the  part  makes  it  very  fit  for 
1/im  *.     But  thefe  matters  I  hope  to  be  able 

♦  The  parts,  however,  were,  it  feems,  very  ^ if* 
ferently  cad,  the  good-aatured  Mr.  Mills  performing 

-  ihc 
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to  fettle  with  you  very  fhortly ;  and  as  foon 
as  I  can  bear  to  lie  a  night  or  two  in  town 
at  my  own  houfc,  I  will  let  you  know,  and 
alk  the  favour  of  fteing  you  there  on  a 
Sunday  evenings  or  fomc  time  that  may  be 
convenient  to  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  you  will  let  the  play  be  copied  out,  and 
put  into  a  forwardnefs,  that  no  time  may 
,be  loft. 

I  am,  &c^ 

JOHfl  HUGHES. 


LETTER    LXXn. 

Mr.  WiLKS  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

SIR,  Nov.  30,  1719. 

X  COULD  not  fo  properly  anfwer  your 
obliging  letter,  'till  I  had  received  your  play, 
which  Mr*  Southerne  put  into  my  hands  lad 

the  part  of  the  fierce  and  cruel  Caled,  Mr.  Wilks 
Eumenes,  Mr.  Booth  Phocy«is»  Mr.  Tburmond  Aba- 
dihf  and  Mrs.  Porter  Eudocia. 

Saturday : 
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Saturday :  we  are  now  very  bufy  about  his 
**  Spartan  Dame*,'*  which  we  prepofe  to 
launch  fome  day  next  week«  Nothing  in 
my  power  (hall  be  wanting  to  put  yours  in 
the  utmoft  forwardnels  -,  and  I  do  afllire 
you,  Sir^  1  am  concerned,  on  a  double  ac- 
count, that  your  ill  flate  of  health  has  in- 
terrupted it  fo  long.    When  I  have  the 

*  This  play  was  wriitan  *'  before*'  ihe  revolation, 
but  was  never  permitted  to  be  ^Btcd  **  before/'  though 
the  author  had  often  folUcited  for  leave.   . 

«*  Britiih  theatre,"  p.  1 1 1. 

"  Bj  the  favour  of  indulging  friends,"  at  the  au- 
thor exprefles  it  in  his  preface,)  t^is  play  f^cceeded 
on  the  ^ge  beyond  expedation.— It  was  indeed  ini- 
jniubly  aded.  Booth,  Wilks,  Gibber,  Mills  ien.  Mn. 
Oldfield,  and  Mrs.  Pocter,  all  performing  in  it»  in  the 
height  of  their  reputation,  and  the  fuU  vigour  of 
their  powers.  Mr.  Southerne  cleared,  it  was  faid^ 
500].  by  it:,  and,  in  his  dedication,  he' told  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  that  "  it  had  procured  himfo  large  a 
**  poetical  eftate  of  reputation,  that  he  could  afbrd 
«<  10  pay  his  grace  part  of  the  debt  that  he  owed  Kim, 
**  out  of  the  income  of  it."  Mr.  Allen  tqld  the 
lUithor,  £ve  and  twenty  years. before,  that  it  WoolA 
I  ;iever  fucceed,  but  on  reading  it  again,  "  found  it 

.  ••  very  dificrent  (he  faid)  from  what  it  was  thca." 

Vol,  L  H  h  pica- 
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pleallirc  of  feckig  you  (whicli  I  hope  will 
be  Ibon)  I  flialt  be  glad  to  take  your  far- 
ther ihftru£tidns  about  it; 
I  am.  Sir, 
Yoyr  ipoft  obliged  humble  ftrvant, 

ROB.WILKS. 


LETTER    LXXIIL 
Mr.  DoNcoMBE  to  Mr.  AttEir. 

PEAR  SIR,  LovdoQ,  Dec.  22^  ijip. 

X  O  U  may  remember  I  promifed  you  a 
criticiita  upon  an  ^^  ode  of  Horace*'  by  Mr» 
Hughes.  That  gontlemaa  has  finee  made 
me  a  more  vsduable  prefent,  tib.  ^  a  beau* 
•*  tiftil  ode  in  afhifion  to  it,"  which  will  let 
jpu  into  the  ienfe  of  it  in  a  more  agreeable 
ipaimei;  than  a  mere  criticifin  could  have 
4oae.  The  ode  I  mean  is  the  aoth  of  the 
iid  book.  As  Horace  has  infcribed  it  to 
iksecenas,  lord  Cowper  is  Mr.  Hughes's 
patron^  who  will  be  allowed,  by  all  eq,ual. 

judges^ 
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judges^  tt>  he  a  gneater  man  than  the  fot- 
tner  appears  to  have  been  by  any  authentic 
proofs  in  hiftory ;  and  as  Horace  was  the 
beft  lyric  poet  of  his  time^  Mr.  f^ughes 
may^  without  flattery,  be  irckoiied  of  the 
living  lyric  poets  facile  princeps.  He  is  one 
of  thofefew  — 


Et  meUort  lumfinxit  pntcmrJim  Titan  ; 

and  ieems  to  ha?t  been  formed  (to  borrow 
an  agreeable  metaphor  from  the  kte  arch« 
bifliop  of  Cambray)  *•  by  die  hands  of  the 
^*  graces."  He  fbuids  difMnguifhed  by  his 
fkill  in  mufic  and  drawing,  as  well  as  by 
the  fmiles  of  the  nnifea  who  pcefide  9ver 
poMy  and  th*  otlmr  partt  of  poKt^  btcra<- 
tmre* 

Becauie  it  is  poflible,  that  Hocace  may 
not  be  in  your  company  when  you  receive 
tla$  letter,  I  wilK  i|i  the  firft  place,  trai^« 
iccibe  ibmc  lines  of  the  original,  an^  briefly 
confidet  haw  they  h^e  been  generally  ua- 
dfsiiood  by  commentators^ 

Hha  •    ^ 
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M    MjECENJTEM. 

Nfin  tfiigSit  ntc  ttmuftrar 
PiMMa  bifmrms  per  liquidum  ittbtra 
Fatis  :  mqui  im  ttrris  mwrabvr 

Vrtfs  riiiuquim.     Ncn  €^9,  paupirwm 
Saiiguii  faretUMmf  mn  ego^  amm  vocas 

Nic  SiygU  cdbibthr  unM. 

Jamjtm  nfittim  crmrihu  ajper^c 
PilUi ;  et  alUm  mm§r  iuMlitm 
Suf€rm )  tfqfitmttirfaii  Uvn 
fir  .^i0s  bmnmfyui  pbuiut* 

Jm$t  tf4cdali9  9Cior  leant  ^^ 

The  chief  4ifpute  has  been  whether 
dikBe  is  to  l^e  joipe4  with  M^cenasy  or  to 
follow  vocas  in  the  ienfe  of  OJileSe.  Some 
take  it  the  former  ^y,  and  then  they  un- 
derftand  vocas  to  fignify  the  fame  with  vocas 
ad  ^cmam,  as  it  is  ufed  by  Catullus  and  other 
Latin  writers.  But  M,  Dacier  rgcdts  this 
fenfe  (I  think  with  reafon)  as  unworthy  of 
Horace,  and  fitter  for  a  parafite  than  a 
polite  writer.    He,  therefore,  and  others, 

conftrue 
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conftruc  it  the  latter  way ;  but  then  all  the 
ufc  they  make  of  it,  is,  that  they  fuppofe 
Horace  *^  infinuates  to  Maecenas  in  an  a- 
**  greeable  manner,'*  (as  M.  Dacier  exprefles 
himfelf )  that  he  was  not  unworthy  of  the 
afieftion  and  tendernefs  his  patron  teftified 
for  him,  in  calling  him,  ^^  my  dear,  my 
"  life,**  and  in  ufuig  other  expreflions  of 
the  like  import,  fince  he  was  fo  excellent  a 
poet^  and  fliould  be  crowned  with  immor* 
tality.  So  that  the  whole  defign  of  Horace, 
according  to  thefe  gentlemen,  is  to  be  the 
herald  of  his  own  praife,  and  modeftly  to 
acquaint  Maecenas,  (if  you  will  allow  a 
modern  phrafe)  what  a  "  very  pretty  fd- 
•*  low**  he  was.  The  learned  Dr.  Bentley's 
fruitful  genius  has  difcovered  a  fenfe,  of 
which,  I  believe,  none  of  his  predeceflbrs 
ever  thought^  and  he  delivers  it  with  the 
authority  of  an  oracle.  His  words  are  fo 
very  remarkable,  that  I  cannot  forbear 
tranfcribing  them : — 

"  ^d  mults  ?  fine  iuhto  fie  ccnjiruendus 
^  ^  locus  J  ^  non  ego,  non  ego  obibo,  quern 

•  vocas 
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<  vocas  Sanguis  p3i^)crum  parencntx^'  Ilic 
•*  mini  jam  ineptumi  bifpfkbri  k^ha  anti^ 
^  tbefis'j  ^  non  ego  quem  pauperis  libertim 
^filium  voca5|  :obibo:  oequf;  paiipertas 
f  ncque  ^gppt^Ut?^  SF^ris  qbftabit,  qw 
f  spfous  tompiteimMP  noxaen  ex  ichpQS 
(  9eis  confequar.'*— ^ 

BuF  ivQFW^dift^ndii^.  this  tnumph,  the 
iiQ&Gf  caa  fcarce  believe,  that  the  gooci* 
naturcd  Ma^enn^  cqu14  in  eamcil  upbraid 
ius  beloved  Horace  wiA  his  being  bom 
**  patre  likcrtim  •/*  and  therefore^  to  folvc 
the  matter,  he  coojectures  that  he  nauft  only 
fpeai:  it  jocularly  i  ^r  ratKcTt  (according 
ID.  the  laudable  rosudm,  fofita  ytoUbii  fcfii^ 
tm'  ^diiielj)  that  thofe  biuodering  rogues 
the  tranfcribers  have  made  a  offtake  here, 
acid  that,  iaftead  9f  v$cai^  w^  oi^ht  tp 
fead  VQ€anh  which,  by  thp  help  oifubinielli- 
pturnaminativusyvuvl  a^  emphaticaiy?xZeV^/, 
fignifies,  that  the  enemies  and  ouligxiers  of 
Horace  upbr^dcd  him  with  die  meannefs 
of  his  parentage* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hughes  takes  this  ode  to  be  011I7  a 
genteel  compliment  tk>  Mccenas,  and,  in 
fliorty  no  more  thdn  tUsi  ^  that  thoiigh'  he 
was  ddcended  from  obfcure  ^parentsi  yet, 
lince  Mscenas  had  honoured  him  with  his 
friend&ip,  and  treated  htoi  with  fo  much 
ccndemefs  and  a%dioA,  he  was  abovii  en- 
vy, and  fecure  of  immortality.  And  the 
*^  ncn  u/iwdpennd"  in  the  firfi:  ftanza,  the 
^^jamj^*  in  the  third,  and  the  ^jam"  in 
the  fourth,  all  confirm  this  fenfe.  It  is  in- 
deed fo  plainly  the  drift  of  the  ode,  that 
when  it  has  been  once  pointed  out,  we  are 
ready  to  wonder  (as  the  Spaniards  did  ac^ 
Columbus's  breaking  the  end  of  the  egg, 
and  making  it  ftand  upright,)  how  any  one 
could  mifs  it  And  yet  I  do  not  remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  anjr  commentator, 
who  has  placed  it  in  this  light.  But  I  will 
no  longer  detain  you  from  the  pleafure  of 
reading  Mr.  Hughes's  ode. 


©D5 
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ODE 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor  C  o  w  p  e  lu 
In  allufioo  CO  Horace^  book  ii»  ode  20. 

r. 
rMraiVdy  tranfported,  chang'd  all  o'er ! 
Pfepoi'dy  a.tow'ring  fwan,  to  foar 
Alofc ;  fee,  fee  the  down  arife* 
And  cloath  my  back»  and  plume  my  thighs ! 
My  wings  (hoot  iorth  ;  I  now  will  try 
New  trads,  and  boldly  moant  the  (ky. 
Nor  envy,  nor  ill  fortane's  (pite» 
Shall  itop  my  courfe,  or  damp  my  flights 

2. 
Shall  r,  obfcurCy  or  difefleem'd, 
Of  vulgar  rank  henceforth  be  deem'd  ? 
Or  vainly  toil  my  name  to  fave 
From  dark  oblivion  and  the  grave  > 
No-r-be  can  never  wholly  die. 
Secure  of  immortality. 
Whom  Britain's  Cowper  condefcends 
To  owtip  and  numbers  with  his  friends. 

3- 
Tit  done-»I  fcorn  mean  honours  now  ; 

Noeommon  wreaths  (hall  bind  my  brow. 
Whether  the  mufe  voochrafe  t'infpire 
My  .breaft  with  her  celeftial  fire ; 
Whether  my  rtrfc  be  fillM  with  flame^ 
Or  I  deferve  a  poet's  name» 

Let 


r 
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Lec  ftme  be  fiUtnt ;  on!/  tell 

That  genttoii  Cowper  loves  idc  welf. 

4- 
Through  Britain's  realms  I  ihall  be  known 
By  CowpiitVmeiit^  n&t  my  o#n : 
And  whe4  tli«  tomb  my  doft  Iball  hide# 
Stripp*d  of  a  mortMVs  little  pride^ 
Vatn  pomp  be  fpar'd,  and  every  tear; 
Let  but  fpme  ftone  thu  fculpture  besir, 
•*  Hereliei  bis  day,  to  eihh  co^fign'd, 
'*  To  whom  great  Cowpbr  oiieewas  kiaid," 


As  avcrfe  to  vanity  as  1  hope  I  am,  1  can- 
not but  be  pleafed  with  the  favourable  op- 
portunity of  adding  my  name  after  that  of 
fb  dijftinguiihed  a  patriot^  and  fine  aii  ora* 
tor^  which  b  given  me  by  being, 
•  Sir, 
Your  moil  afieftbnate  nephew, 

and  humble  fervaht, 

W.DUNCOMBE. 


Mr.  Hughes^s  "  Siege  of  Damafcus*'  is 
now  in  Drury-lane  houfe,  and  will  come 
on  in  about  a  month's  time.    He  is  at  a 

Vol.  I.  I  i  lofs 


lofs  for  a.  good  "  governor  *,**  and  wilhts 
Elrington  nad  been  here. 

You  maf.  perhaps,  wooder  tbat  I  fajr  not 
a  word  of  the  applauded  *  Sparian  Dame." 
The  author  bears  the  charafter  of  a  cour- 
teous^  welUnatured  gendenian^  and  is  like- 
wife  ojae  of  Mr.  Hug^sfafrSjeiii^i,  and 
therefi(ta&L  am.  filf^K» 


Mr^  Iibj<rH£sr  tor  the  B^  o£  BiFc&ui0nAH^« 

MY  LORD»  (LondoQ,  J&o.  1719*  20.] 

1  TAKE  the  liberty,  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Rotherham^  to  fend  your  grace  the  copy 
of  a  phiy  now  in  the  houfe,  and  in  a  for- 
wardnefs  to  be  afted :  I  heartily  wilh  I  had 

f  A  man  of  ancommon  wit  and  fpirit,  and  Ct  no 
lefs  gallantry  and  politcnefs.   He  caltivated  an  early 
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been  favwi^d  with  an  o^portmiqr  of  fiib- 
mktibg  it  (to  fovLt  ^racfe's  pemfid  fdoiiecj 
whidi  ini^t  k^y€  b^en  nnsoh  tQ  my  io« 
Ihruftkin  dhd  fifedyafritage ;  4>ut  I  eamiot^  even 
now,  fmsSf^  oin^y&lf^  without  beb^  Mttbi- 
tiotts  <tf  haVii^  the  opinion  of  the  beft 
Judgkiof  the  iigc  I  kno^^  li^t  ii^  k  has 
In^Qfaeal  to  fo  |;refat  a  }|y\^r  of  poetrr 
(iinagh  41  vei;^  finUl  deafer  in  k^  as  aajr* 
felf,  to  be  always  a  perfonal.  Ikntsffx  to 
your  jgm»;  %^  i  tMft  Ifeg  leavfe  to  fay, 
on  this  o^MAotif  that  your  excellent  Effa^ 
0k  P^etf^  whicH  I  often  read  and  ftudied 
when  a  boy,  was  one  of  the  firft  pieces 
that  both  inftrudted  me  to  write  and  deter- 
red me  from  it ;  fo  that  I  have  not  made 
this  adventure  for  th6  ftflge  tift  an  age  of - 
life,  which  is  ufually  thought  not  too  youi>g 

acqaaintaace  with  Dryden  and  other  men  of  genias» 
io  whbm  he  wit  iaSAxti  tbr  a  mach  ^rtuwt  Aare 
of  repatation  than  was  derived  fro^  hU  perhial 
«i6r;t. 

^  Cntigeeihk^i^.  hift.  iM.  9»  patt  a,  p.  493/' 

Uk  fcasf  4itd  Feb.  24,  i7i9^9i>  ^f|sd  77. 

liz  for 


for  judgment,  if  that  be  ever  attained,  nor 
paft  the  warmth  of  fancy.  And  now,  look* 
mg  upon  it  as  a  fort  of  poetical  debt  to  lay  it 
before  your  grace,  «$  the  eldeft,  as  well 
as  the  beft,  critic  of  our  Eng^iih  poetry,  I 
can  truly  fay,  that  the  mixed  applaufe  of 
an  audience  (if  I  were  fure  of  it)  will  not 
g^ve  me  fo  folid  a  pleafure,  as  to  know, 
that  it  has.  In  fome  degree^  your  grace's 
approbation. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped. 
My  lord^  &c. 

JOHN  HUQHIES, 


;-  E  T  T  E  R    LXXy. 

Mr.  Pope  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

PEAR  S|^>      Jwifkenbaa,  Jan.  22^  (i 719^20.] 

|L  O  U  R  letter  found  me,  as  I  have  long 
been,  in  a  iiate  of  ))eal(b  alnv>ft  as  W  as 
that  you  complain  of  j  and  indeed  what 
makes  me  utterly  incapably  of  attending  to 

^^7 
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any  poetical  taik,  even  that  of  Homer^ 
This  minure  too  I  can  fcarce  return  you 
the  civility  of  an  anfwer,  being  in  the  full 
operation  of  a  vomit  I  have  taken.  I  can 
only  fay,  with  fincerity,  I  am  heartily  con- 
cerned for  your  illneis^  and  the  more  un- 
cafy  wit;h  my  own,  in  that  it  hinders  me 
from  ferving  yqu.  I  truly  wilh  you  health 
and  life^  to  enjoy  that  reputation  and  thofe 
advantages  which  fo  much  ingenuity,  joi- 
ned with  fo  much  virtue,  def^rves.  As  foon 
as  1  am  able  to  be  in  town,  I  will  wait  on 
you  with  the  play,  in  which,  and  in  every 
jhing  elfc,  I  wifli  you  all  fuccefs. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and 

moft  obedient  fervant, 

A,  POPE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXVi. 

Mt.  HfjG«B5td  Eati  Cowi>feR. 

MY  LORD,     RwI.liaD4U8et,  J«b.  ti,  1719  20. 

X  HUMBLY  beg  your  lordihip's  accep- 
tance of  this  pidture  ^»  which  I  had  fent 
Iboner^  but  that  I  received  it  not  till  lately 
from  Sir  Godfrey,  with  a  caution  to  take 
care  of  it  (or  ibme  time,  the  drapery  not  be- 
ing quite  dry.  I  am  the  more  emboldened 
to  prefent  it,  the  hand  being  HneHer's,  and 
(as  he  fays,  and  other  good  judges  of  pain* 
ting  think)  not  one  of  his  wori^  performan- 
ces. It  is  impoffible  I  can  place  it  in  any 
hands  io  much  to  my  own  pleafure  and  fa« 
tisfadion  as  your  lordihip's,  if  it  may  but 
ierve  to  remind  you  of  one,  on  whom  you 
have  beftowed  the  mod  generous  and  enga- 
ging favours :  and  I  am  very  defirous,  that 

*  This  ^dlttre  is  at  Cofegreen.  A  good  print 
was  eograred  rrom  it  by  Gerard  Vandergucht,  and 
prefixed  to  Mr,  Hughes's  foeoisii 

w|»t^ 
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whatdBver  happens  ta  me^  I  may  have  <he 
bonoui?  ta  have  fome  memorial  of  me  re« 
main  in  your  lordihip's  family ;  to.  which  I 
have  fuch  great  and  particular  obligations. 
I  am,  with  all  poffible  zeal. 

My  lord,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


LETTER   LXXVII. 
Earl  CowPER  to  Mr.  Hughes* 
S-I,  R,  Jan,  24,  I7i9-i«. 

JQ  THANJC  you  for  the  moft  acospuble 
prefikM  of  your  pidure,  and  afibre  you 
that  none  of  this  age  can  fee  a  higifier  value 
u{)OB  it  than  I  do,  and  fliall  while  I  livie ; 
though  I  am  fenfiblt  pofterity  willoutKlo 
me  in  that  particular* 

I  amv  with  the  giieateft  efteem  and  fin* 
cerity.  Sir,    Your  mofttaffeftionate 

and:  obliged  humble  fervant, 

COWPER. 

I  intend 
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I  intend  to  wait  on  you  very  quickly,  if 
I  hear  you  are  well  enough  to  be  troubled 
tirith  me. 


LETTER    LXXVIIL 

Mr»  Pope  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

DEAR  SIR, 

X  RETURN  you  the  play  fooner  than  I 
am  willing  to  part  with  what  I  like  fo  ex- 
tremely well,  becaufe  you  prefs  it.  Upon 
my  word,  I  think  it  every  way  worthy  <rf 
ybu,  and  make  not  the  lead  doubt  but  the 
•world  will  do  you  the  juftice  you  dcfervc 
in  the  acceptation  of  it..  1  continue,  very 
much  out  of  order,  but  muft  be  forced  to 
be  in  town  (well  or  ill)  fome  days  this  week;, 
upon  indifpenfable  affairs ;  when  I  will  wait 
upon  you,  and  tell  you  my  fincere  thoughts, 
none  of  which  is  more  fincere  than  that  I 
am  truly.  Your  moft  obliged  and  .  . 
mod  faithful  fervant, 

A.  POPE. 
LETTER 


J 
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JaNH  Mbrej!.!.,  £iq*»  to  Mri  Huches. 
DEAR  SIR,  Gctlden-fqture,  Feb.  i7ij)-30. 


Ti 


HOUGH  it  is  %  long  time  finoe  I  had 
the  pka^ef  to  fee  you,  yet  I  bdieve  you 
have  hcftFd  from  ^ome  of  both  om*  friciKiSt 
that  I  haVe  not  forgot  ffequcnt  enquif ie« 
i^ter  a  bealrii  that  fliared  my  wz^riQeft 
wiflies ;  ^d  I  have^  with  the  greai^eft  coiw 
cera,  heard  of  t4ie  illnefe  you  lafaonr  under, 
and  am  very  forry  it  is  to  fuch  a  reafoD  I 
owe  the  lofe  of  the  very  great  ^sfaAioo 

*  At  thrs  iMie  meaiber  of  pailiameol  (or  Tr^gooy, 

and  afcerwards  for  St.  Albans.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber 1734.  Lord  Bacharft»  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Swift, 
d^ted  November  iZj  17359  mentions  him  in  the  fol- 
lowfn^  mai&nef :  "  I  have  loft  the  ttueft  frkad,  I 
'*  may  ilmaft  fj^,  (bnraAt»  cIhiC  tf{^t  t^n  bad,  aa 
*<  Mr.  Merrill ;  hk  on^fllHo^d  the  courfe  of  the  re- 
'^  ifeaufl»«  aitl  the  pablic  accounts  of  the  kingdom, 
**  as  well,  perhaps  better,  than  any  man  in  it,  and> 
**  i.o  this  refpedt,  he  was  of  iingalar  ufe  to  me." 

VoL.*i.         Kk  Ifliould 
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f  Ihould  have  had  in  marking  the  beauties 
as  well  as  reading  the  ttrords  of  your  play ; 
which  came  ta  me  in  fuch  an  unlucky 
time,  that  I  cannot  fay  I  have  read  it,  though 
the  hour  or  two  I  have  taken  from  my  fleep 
to  look  upon  it,  makes  me  aihamed  to 
own  I  have  not  improved  the  opportunity 
your  friendlhip  gave  me  of  fo  agreeable  an 
entertainment,  which  I  hope  to  make  my- 
feif  fome  amends  for  by  a  greater  attention 
when  it  appears  in  public,  whofe  favour^ 
I  believe,  you  will  have  little  occafion  to 
aik  by  your  friends,  if  the  houfe  have  ta- 
ken care  to  caft  the  parts  as  they  ought.; 
for  the  novelty,  that  fecores  the  firft  audi- 
ence, will^  I  doubt  not,  be  fo  many 
friends  to  increafe  the  fucceeding  ones  n 
your  wifties.  •  .  .  . 

I  am  glad  of  every  occafion  to  exprefs  tkt 
lincere  efteem  and  friendihip  with  which . 
I  am,  &c. 

J.  MERRILL. 

LETTER 


r 
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LETTER    LXXX. 
Mr.  HvQHBs  to  the  thike  of  Nkwcastu*, 

.    MY  LORD,  Feb.  +,.  1719-20. 


T, 


HOUGH  I  am  fo  vncak  as  to  be 
forced  to  make  yfe  of  another  hand  to 
write,  having  for  a  long  time  lain  under  a 
dangerous  illnefsy  yet  your  grace's  genero- 
fity  is  fo  extraordinary,  that  I  cannot  for- 
bear returning  you  my  moft  humble  thanks 
for  your  proteftion  and  recommendation  of 
my  play  to  the  care  of  the  aftors,  and  your 
zealous  encouragement  of  it,  which  I  ef- 
teem  as  a  very  great  honour.  This  is  the 
more  generous,  and  worthy  of  your  grace, 
in  regard  that  1  have  given  up  this  play  to 
the  importunity  of  my  friends,  and  the  ex- 
perflation  of  the  town,  at  a  time  when  I  am 

*  His  grace  was  then  lord  cbimberliin.  After 
iilliog  moft  of  the  higheft  offices  of  ftate  under  thrfe 
princes  with  the  otoiofi  integrity  and  fleadinefi  of 
principles,  he  died  Nov.  17,  176^,  S£^  75< 

K  k  2  nat 


not  capable  of  looking  after  it  myfelf,  or 
foliciting  its  mtereft,  and  wken  I  cannot  fo 
much  as  fee  it  a6ted.  If  I  recover,  I  fhall, 
with  die  greatcft  pleaiurc,  take  the  firft  op- 
portunity of  w^ting  on  your  grace  with  my 
thailks  in  perfon,  and  (hall  ever  retain  the 
moft  grate^  fenfe  of  your  favour  to 
Your  pace's,  &c. 

JOHN  HUGHES. 


BETTER    LXKXI. 
Mr.  Fop£  to  Mr.  Hughbs, 

.    D£M.  £lk»  .    Twid^enhami  Feb.  x  8i  17 19-20*. 

X  HAVE  been  much  concerned  not  to 
have  waited  upon  you  as  I  defigned,  fince 
you  obliged  me  with  your  play.  I  am  fince 
much  more  troubled  to  hear  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  Ulneis.    Would  to  God 

*  Mn  HugJMs  died  die  n^ht  before  diii  letter  wai 
writteov  aged  42.. 

you 
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you  might  live  as  long,  as,  I  am  fure,  the 
reputatioa  df^our  ttz^df  ifluft!  I  am  a 
feUow-fufibrer  with  you,  in  not  being  able 
to  fee  it  pldyed,  having  been  and  ftili  being 
too  much  indifpofed  to  go  to  any  public 
place.  But  I  could  be  l^xtnemely  glid, 
JQme  ftutkiilar  friends  qf  mine  had  that 
pkafure  I  cappot  ^'i^py. :.  ypu  would  hi^% 
favQiHr  me  in.  kiting  thnse  pf  fpur  ladie^ 
have  a  fide-box,  who. have  &nt  into  the 
eopoiry  to  me,  upon  information  that  the 
beaset  fire  difpded  of  by  yon.  I  am  fony 
to  i^Vie  yiM  this  trouble,  whi^n  j)erhaps,for 
your  health's  fake^.  ycui  ihouM  not  have  a 
nxAneat^  difturbance,  ^\Dd  I  could  not  fend 
Ibooe^  jam  thi^  diftance«  Pray  think  I  wiih 
you  all  the  iucceis  you  deferve,  an<i  aU  the 
health  yott  want. 

I  am,  dear  Sky 
YcmraoBt^cSdofUM  humble  iervant, 

A.  POPE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXXII. 

Mr.  DuNcoMBE  to  Mr*  Attiir..; 

DEAR  SIR,       London^  Febraary  25,  1719-29. 

lEfter-night  I  performed  the  Uft:  (ad 
office  to  the  remains  of  my  kte  honoured 
friend  Mr.  Hughes,  by  attending  him  to 
die  grave,  and  fapportfhg  diepall.''^  :^uis 
a^iiemJU  pudor  tmi  p$aMujM$  tbdri  dj^f 
r^  overnfielmed  with  grief,  aii4  kifow 
hdt  what  to  fay.  He  depart^  thi$  life  in 
the  prime  of  his  age,  and  on  the  very  mght 
his  tragedy  was  firft  aded,  fbme  few  hours 
after  it  had  been  received  with  the  univerfal 
applaufe  of  his  grateful  countrymen  *. 
He  had  indeed  been  languifhing^  in  a 
confumpdon  for  feveral  years ;  but  yet,  as 
long  as  life  remained,  his  friends  were  wil- 

*  **  So»  till  the  dajr  wu  won,  the  Greek  renown'd 
**  With  anguiih  bore  the  arrow  in  his  woand  ; 
*^  Then  drew  the  (haft  from  out  his  tortur'd  fide, 

.    ^  Let  gufh  the  torrent  of  his  blood,  and  died." 

Dr,  Young. 
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%ng  to  cfaerifli  hope.  The  vigour  of  his 
mtnd  remained  unbroken  to  the  laft,  and 
about  ten  days  before  he  died»  he  drew  up 
a  vexy  elegant  dedication  to  lord  Cowper^ 
which  when  im  brother  had  tranfcribed,  he 
bade  him  add  the.  date,  rightly  pre&g^ng 
tfant  he  fhouLd  not  live  to  fee  it  publiflied. 
He  was  induced  to  bring  it  on  the  ftage 
chiefly  by  die  hopes  of  being  ufeful  to  his 
relations,  and  exprefled  himfelf  well  plea- 
fed,  on  that  account,  that  he  had  pMt  the 
fimlhing  hand  to  it.  It  is  furprifing  that  he 
Ihould  be  able  to  write  fo  novous  and 
iplrited  a  prologue,  and  fuch  a  humorous 
an  epilogue,  in  fo  languifhing  a  condition. 
Whoi  he  found  himfelf  declining  apace, 
he  bid,  that  *^  if  his  illnefs  continued  to 
^^  grow  upon  him  fo  fall,  the  prologue  muft 
^  be  fpoken  in  black*-,  and,  (added  he,) 
<'  I  doubt,  that  will  be  too  much  for  my 

*  The  prokgM  to  Mr.  ThoiDfoii't  poffibumoiit 
tragedy  of  *'  CofioUans."  which  wk»  writien  b^  Mr. 
(now  lord)  LytuHwn,  waa  thut  (poken  by  Mr.  Qaio. 
Sueh  a  prologae»  fo  fpokea,  fe  ftU,  wit  more  p$^ 
iheiic  Chan  jnsft  crsgedin. 

**  friends 
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^  friends  to  bear.**  On  the  day  bcfttcc  Hq 
dkd,  he  tud,  f^  I  am  oow  burning  out 
^  apace/'  .«.«.!  6nd,  this  cndc^  me 
too  much,  and  therefore  I  mtifl:  forbear. 
He  oi^ly  n^ftied  to  live  till  he  had  accom* 
ptifl^ied  fioixie  benofiocnt  actions.  One  of 
v^iichr  wss|  lo  hgavr  done  fbmeditog  lor  the 
FcKef  of  the  gr^^a  Milton's  danger  *» 
who  bears  the  chanider  of  a  womsi^of  verj^ 

^Deborah,  Mi1toii*s  Mfd  daughter,  «dM>  aar* 
fitd  Mr.  Abraham  Clarkf &  a  w^^rtra  in  S|piial*4^^9f 
aad  died  AHgui^  24*  1777*  a^d  76.  Dr,  Wa^d, 
profeflbr  of  rhetoric  at  Grefliamcollege,  knew  her 
by  the  likenefs  (he  bore  to  her  father's  pidure,  and 
telling  her  fo,  Aie  infoimed  him  that  Mr.  Additel 
told  her  the  iame  thbg;  for  he,  boarbig  flie  was 
sUve,  feat  for  her,  and  d^red  her  to  brii^g  fooir 
papers:  of  her  bther'a  as  a  proof  of  her  being  hU 
daughter.  But  (he  was  no  footer  introdviced  to  hioi 
than  he  faid,  *'  Madano,  yoa  need  no  other  voacfaer, 
**  your  face  is  a  fuificient  teftinHMiy  wiioA  daughter 
«  you  are."  He  made  her  a  handfoone  prefent  of  a 
parfe  tif  guiaeaa,  with  a  protnile  vf  procfring  het  an 
anooal  provifion  for  her  life ;  but>  he  dying. iboA  after, 
ihe  loft  the  bebtfit  of  bit  geftenow  llefig^•  She  ap- 
peared 10  be  a  vMiiMB  of  good  fen4e«  and  a  genteel 
behaviour,  and  to  bear  the  ineoaveiikiicca  of:  a  Uw 

fortune 
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good  fcnfe,  but  is  reduced  fo  low,  as  to  \>e 
obliged  to  teach  fchool  for  a  livelihood  j 
and  Mr.  Hughes  could  have  been  fervicea- 
ble  to  her  by  the  mtereft  he  had  among  per- 
fons  of  diftinftion.  After  he  had  quite  fi- 
nilhed  his  play,  he  defircd  to  hear  no  morp 
of  it,  that  he  might  turn  his  thoughts  tQ 
more  important  fybje6ts.  He  would  often 
fay,  he  thought  it  a  fond  thing  for  perfon^ 
to  defire  to  give  ^  fignal  before  they  had 
their  heads  ftruck  ofF>  "  for/'  added  he, 
"  if  it  were  left  to  Us,  we  (hould  have  al- 
**  w^ys  one  0ung  pr   other  to  4o,   that 

fortuoe  ivith  decency  and  prudence.  She  bad  feveral 
cbildreb,  and  for  the  benefit  of  her  youngeft  daugh- 
ter»  Elizabeth  (who  married  Mr.  Thomas  Fofter, 
and  kept  a  chandler's  (hop  in  Cock-lane  near  Shore- 
ditch)  the  mafk  of  **  Comas*'  was  ad^ed  at  Prury<- 
lane  hoafe  in  1750  (with  a  prologue  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnfon)  which  brought  her  near  130I.  Mrs.  Clarke^ 
being  ill  treated  by  her  inqther-in  lav,  went  and  lived 
as  a  companion  wich  a  Mrs.  Merian  in  Ireland,  'till 
her  marriage,  and  came  over  again  to  England  du- 
ring the  troubles  in  Ireland  under  king  James  II. 

^*  Birch's  life  oi  Milcoa/'  pp.  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii. 

X-J  ^  would 
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**  would  make  us  unwilling  to  '  quit  the 
"ftageoflife." 

'  i  coulcf  dwell  much  longer  on  fo  worthy 
aTubjcdt,  bxit  the  ingenious  writer  of  the 
iiiclbfed  paper  *  has  happily  prevented  me. 
Aiid  one  who  was  more  intimately  acquain- 
ted with  Mr.  Hughes,  .during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  than  the  writer  of  it,  can- 
not but  bear  tcftimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
diarafter  there  givcn^ 


o* 


•  May  you  long  enjoy  a  firm  (late  of  health 
for  the  comfort  and  improvement  of  all 
your  friends,  arid  particularly  of,  Sir, 
Your  moft  affeftipnate  nephew^ 

W.DUNCOMBE|! 


•  The  "Theatre,"  numb.  15.  By  Sir  John  Edgar 
(Sir  Richard  Steele.)  See  it  in  the  preface  to  this 
work. 

f  Mr.  Duncombe,  in  the  year  1726,  married  Mr. 
Uaghes's  only  fifter»  and  ia  173$%  publifhed  his 
**  poems,  with  foine  fele^  effays  in  profe/'  in  two 
Tolumes,  i2^» 

One 


i  27?'] 
One  day,  when  Mr.  Hughes,  recovering 
from  a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  had  breathed 
himfelf  (it  was  not  long  after  he  had  writ- 
ten his  •*  Charon*,")  he  faid,  frhiling,  «'  My 
^l  friend  Charon  will  waft  me  over  xn  a 
*'  little  while,  and  leave  all  this  behind.^* 


L  E  T  T.E  R    LXXXIIL 
Mr.  PopB  to  Mr.  ]abez  Huohb$. 

SIR,  Feb.  26,  I7I9-20. 

JL  Cannot  omit  the  acknowldgement  I 
really  think  I  owe  your  great  civility,  efpe- 
cially  at  fo  melancholy  and  aifeAingj  a  mo- 
ment, as  that  of  your  worthy  brother's 
death  muft  have  been  to  you.  Indeed,  even 
his  common  acquaintance  muft  have  known 
enough  of  him  to  regret  his  loi's ;  and  I  moft 
heartily  condole  with  you  upon  it.  I  be- 
lieve, I  am  further  obliged  to  you  for  his 

•  See  note  on*  letter  Ix>  p.  216. 

l.\z  .     play, 
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piay,  which  I  received  ycfterday^  and  read 
over  again  with  more  concern  and  fbrrow 
than  I  ever  felt  in  the  reading  any  tragedy. 
The  rfeal  lofs  of  a  good  man  may  be  called 
a  diftrefs  to  the  world ^  aiid  ought  to  affc(^ 
us  more  than  any  feigned  or  ancient  diftrefs, 
how  finely  drawn  foever.  I  am  glad  of  an 
bccafion  to  give  you,  under  my  hand,  this 
teftimony,  both  how  excellent  I  think  this 
work  to  be,  and  how  excellent  I  thought 
the  author.  I  am^  with  my  hearty  thanks 
to  you^  3ir, 

Your  moft  obliged 

and  moft  bumble  fervant^ 

A.  POPR 


LETTER    LXXXIV. 

Mr.  Jabez  Hughes  to  Mr.  poi*£. 
8  t  R»  London,  May  16,  1720. 


T, 


HERE  is  fonjcthing  fo  fingularly  po- 
Jitj^  in  your  being  pleafed  to  honour  me 

with 
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with  the  laft  Volumes  of  your  excellent 
^*  Homer/*  that  I  am  impatient  to  return 
my  thanks  immediately  for  fo  acceptable 
a  favour.  I  have  often  heard  my  dear  bro- 
ther mention  your  prcfenting  him  with  the 
volumes  which  were  publiflied  in  his  life- 
time, with  much  plcafure,  as  an  obliging 
expreiEon  of  friendfliip  ;•  but  thus  to  com- 
plete your  valuable  gift  to  one,  who  never 
had  the  happinefs  of  being  perfonally 
known  to  you,  is  particularly  genteel  and 
kihd. 

I  am  the  more  touched  with  this  unex^ 
pefted  regard,  as  proceeding  from  an  au- 
thor, who  had  always  appeared  to  me  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  a  certain  peculiar  felicity  and 
elegance  of  genius,  from  which  the  princi- 
pal and  inimitable  graces  of  poetry  arife  ; 
and  though,  from  this  prepoffeffion,  I  be- 
lieved your  tranflation,  when  you  began 
it,  would  be  performed  with  great  beauty 
and  merit,  I  muft  own  the  fuccefs  is  beyond 
my  expcdation,  and  I  am  furprifed  to  fee 
with  what  vigour  you  have  fupported  fo 

long 
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•long  ^  la^oyr :  with  what  f  wonderful 
warinth  of  iRi^ginatipp,  a  copioufnqfs  and 
power  of  expreffion,  and  fine  *harmony  of 
number?  you  have  conducted  it  to  the  end. 
We  knoyy  the  privilege  Horace  indulgent- 
ly allowed  .to  Homer  himfelf,  in  the  length 
of  fo  ext;e;rided  a  courfe ;  but  you  have  cer- 
tainly waved  it  in  the  tranflation,  ,and  a^e 
^^  awake**  thrpugh  the  %yhole. 

In  %  word.  Sir,  I  congratulate  you  very 
heartily  on  yotir  happy  conclufion  of  this 
noble  undertaking  ;  by  which  you  have 
enriched  our  tongue  with  an  admirable  ver* 
fion  of  the  moft  celebrated  poem  of  anti- 
quity, and  have  acquired  to  yourfelf  the 
immortality  of  your  applauded  author. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

JABEZ  HUGHES. 


^^  LETTER 
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*  L  E  T  T  E  R    LXXXV. 
Rev.  Dr.  Herring  *  to  Mr.  Di^NCOMBEf 

r 

DEAR  SIR,  Barley,  Aug.  20,  1728. 

JL  O  U  will  excufe  me,'  if  1  take  this  op- 
portunity to  profefs  myfelf  much  obliged 
to  you  for  many  favours  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you,  more  particularly  for 
that,  which  ftands  diftinguiihed  in  my  mc- 

*  Afterwards  fucceflirely  biihop  of  Bangor,  and  arch- 
biihop  of  York  and  Canterbury,  fie  was  then  re6lor 
of  the  pariih  from  whence  he  dates,  near  Royfton  ia 
Hertfordfhire,  and  preacher  to  the.  fociety  of  Lin- 
coInVinn.  **  This  amiable  prelate*^  (as  he  isjuflly 
charadterifed  by  Dr.  Jortin)  *'  had  piety  witho^t  fu- 
'<  perflition,  and  moderation  without  meansefs,  an 
''  open  and  liberal  way  of  thinking,  and  a  coniiant 
**.  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  fober  and  rational  Jt- 
**  berty,  civil  and  religious.  Thus  he  lived  and  died, 
*<  and  few  great  men  pafTed  through  this  malevolent 
'*  world  better  beloved,  and  lefs  cenfured  than  he/' 
Lifeof  Erafmus,  vol.  i,  p.  42,  cote* 

His  grace  died  March  12^  *7S7*  aged  64, 

jnorj. 


...^'' 
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mory,  as  one  of  the  moft  generous  and  dif- 
interefted  offers  of  frien(}fhip,  which  ever 
1  received  from  any  one  fince  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  world  ^.     It  is  a  cir- 

•  This  alludes  to  two  letters  by  Mr.  Dqncombc 
{firfl  printed,  without  a  name,  in  the  Whitehall  Ev^^ 
liingPoft,  in  IVJarch  and  April,  172S,)  in  juftifica- 
tion  of  the  doftrinp  maintained  by  Dr.  Herring,  in 
a  ferition  at  Lincoln's-inn-^hape!,  which  had  occafi* 
oncd  a  great  clamour,  on  account  of  its  alluding  to 
the'*  Beggar's  Opera,"  ihcn  exhibiting  at  ;hc  rijcigh- 
bouring  theatre,  and  prefuming  to  condemn  it,  a9  of 
pernicious  confequence  to  the  practice  of  morality 
and  chridian  virtue.  Experience  confirmed  the  trath 
of  this  obfervatioH;  by  the  many  robberies  committed 
daily  in  the  (Ireets  dgrin|;  the  reprefentation  of  that 
piece*  beyopd  the  example  of  former  times  ^  and  fe- 
veral  thieves  'and  robbfrs  afterwards  confeHcd  in 
Newgate,  that  they  raifed  their  courage  ac  the  play- 
'ihoufe,  by  the  fongs  of  their  hero  Macheath,  before 
they  fallied  forth  on  th^ir  defperatc  nodlurnal  ex- 
ploits. What  Cicero  fays  of  the  poets  in  general 
may  with  more  reafon  be  applied,  ^ith  a  little  altera* 
fionj  to  thcfe  popular  foogs  :  I/a  funt  dukes ^  ut  ncf$ 
jnodo  atidiantur,  fed  etiam  edi/canfurj  fie  ad  malam 
Jifciflinam^  njitamjue  diffolutam  et  efflrar.atam,  cum 
aecfjjirunt  bujuimodi  foet^a^  nerves  emnii  virtun{ 
4}iduHt» 

Thefe 
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ounflance  in  my  life  which  I  remeniber 
ivith  very  particular  gratitude  to  you,  and 
pleafure  to  myfelf.  You  are  very  kind  again 
to  fqUow  n>e  into  my  country  retirement, 
ami  to  withdraw  yourfclf  from  the  convcr- 
iation  of  your  friends  in  town,  to  pay  me 
a  vifit  here ;  for,  next  to  doing  it  in  perfon, 
a  letter  is  the  moft  acceptable  thing.  It  is 
next  to  the  countenance  of  a  friend,  and,  like 
that,  infpires  a  certain  chearfulncfs  and  vi- 
vacity ;  a  thing  which  is  fometimes  wanted 
in  the  country:  for,  whatever  we  may 
think  of  the  pleafures  of  folitude  and  con- 
templation in  the  noife  and  hurry  of  com- 
pany and  bufinefi,  life  cannot  pafs  off  any 
where  agreeably,  without  the  intercourfe 
of  friendship  and  converfation. 

I  have  not  fecn  the-  pamphlet  you  men- 
tion, but  am  exceedingly  plcafcd  with  the 

Thefe  two  letters  have  Cnce  been    republifhcd   in 
the  preface  prefixed  to  archbiihop  Herring's  "  fcven 
-  *•  fermons/'  printed  in  1763. 

Vot.  I.  M  m  pafli- 
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paflagw  whkh  you  have  quo«d  out  of  iu 
As  to  the  queftion  itfclf,  my  fcnfe  of  it  is, 
that  the  ^*  reafonablencfs"  of  virtue  it  its 
true  foundation;  and  the  Creator  h^s formed 
our  minds  tofuch  a  quick  perception  of  it, 
that  it  is,  in  alnrioft  every  occurrence  of  hu- 
man Kfi:,  feif-<vidcnt:  But  then  I  am  for  ta- 
king in  .every  pofliWe  help  to  fupport  attd 
ftrengthen  virtue ;  beauty,  moral  fenfc,  af^ 
feftion,  and  even  felf-intereft :  and  it  foems 
to  me  as  if  the  Creator,  to  fccure  the  prac- 
tice of  it,  had  adapted  various  arguments 
to  the  various  tempers  of  men,  and  their 
different  foHicitations.  Andviftut,  thus 
fecured  and  guarded,  may  perhaps  not  un* 
fitly  be  compared  to  thofe  buildings  of  a 
Gothic  tafte,  which,  though  they  have  k 
good  foundation,  are  furnilhed  neverthe- 
lefs  (againft  all  accidents)  with  many  out- 
ward fupports  and  buttrcflcs,  but  fo  con- 
trived and  adjufted  by  the  architcft,  that 
they  do  not  dctrafl:  from,  but  even  add  to, 
jhc  beauty  and  grapdcur  of  the  iuildingt 

lhay« 
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I  hav^read  over  your  crkicifmi  oo  Tjn* 
dal>  tranflttioft  %  ffn^  tbink  ttwni  pxcce^ 
xlmgjy  juft  and  na<>effaiT.  Such  hafty  mcr- 
cmivy  traoflaiws.realljr  pw  an  ;iffro|it  upoa 
^  pviblitt  and  fiscm  to  takje  for  granted 
chat  m»n.bavie  Mjxhpr  tafte  wr  judgment. 
Th?  Mwc/curacirs  of  iftyk^  thf  iow^effes  of 
tatprcflion,  aAid  tfee  maay  ogpiffions  in  thip 
tranflatiw,  are  ppodigioufly  offcnfive.  Thi 
hiflory  of  Rapin  Thoyfas  is  ip  much  deba- 
fcd  and  mfttgjl^d  by  tbpm,  that  one  would 
thick  Cbe  tij^oflaipr  had  a  defign  upon  his 
charadter^  and  intended  to  make  him  ap- 
pear ridiculous,  by  putting  him  into  an 
awkward  Englifii  4rcfs.    For  really,  if  Mn 

•  Of  Rapin's  hiftoiy,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  ««fee- 
"  marks  on  Mr.  Tindal's  tranilatioo»  &c.  In  a  let- 
"  tcr  to  S.  T.  [Sigifmund  Trafford]  efq;"  The  con- 
cluding paragraph  is  as  follows:  «*  Mr.  Dryden's 
"  elegant  verfion  of  Father  Maimbourg's  hiftory  of 
"  the  league  is,  with  regard  to  ftyle  and  language,  a 
'<  much  better  model  for  any  one  who  will  oblige  the 
**  public  with  an  accurate  tranflation  of  M.  de  Rapin 
"  Thoyras's  hiftory/  than  Sir  Roger  L'Eflrange's 
••  tranflatitn  of  Jofephus,  or  of  Qucvcdo's  vifions." 

TinJal 
Mmz 
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Tindal  does  not  take  a  little  more  pains, 
Rapin  Thoyras  will  become  of  the  lame 
clafs  with  the  reft  of  our  Englifh  hiftori* 
ans.  The  Guardian  \  I  remember,  has 
made  a  few  very  juft  obf«vations  on  die 
ftylc  of  the  great  lord  Verulsuifi^Htrhich  if 
Mr.  Tindal  had  confid^red,  he  wotild  not 
have  fallen,  as  he  often  does,  into  that 
vulgar  and  abjeft  manner  of  exprefliM. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  ob%ed  humble  fenrant, 

THO.  HERRING. 


*  Vol.  i,  numb.  15. 


An 
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.  N  old  Spanilh  proverb  fays,  **  He  is 
^  a  blockhead  that  cannot  make  one  verfe, 
^^  and  he  is  a  fool  that  makes  more/^  Bt 
that  as  it  may^  I  am  ambitious^  as  the  pub* 
lie  has  been  b  indulgent  to  this  little  col- 
ledion,  to  enrich  it  with  the  infertion  of 
*^  a  hafty  prolc^ue  to  All  for  Love",  as  an 
unique^  written  by  Mr.  Hughes's  friend  the 
late  biihop  of  Winchefter,  the  only  copy  of 
verfes  (as  far  as  is  known)  of  his  compofi- 
tion,  and  now  printed  from  his  own  hand- 
writing. Of  his  (kill  m  mufic,  and  his  lady's 
in  punting,  we  are  informed  by  his  fon,  in 
the  preface  to  the  late  edition  of  his  works ; 
but  here  we  fee  in  them  the  union  of  the 
three  filler-arts  :  an  aflemblage  of  accom- 
pUfliments  fcarce  ever  exceeded^  but  by 
Mr.  Hughes  himfelf,  who  united  them  in 
hb  own  perfon :— r 

Whcrc  yirtne  is,  thefe  are  mpft  viitnoos, 

fays  our  gre^t  dramatic  poet ;    but  it  fcl 
dom  happens,  as  in  thefe  examples,  that 

religion, 


religion^  truth,  and  the  graces  are  of  the 
fame  company. 

Thotigh  a  fingle  jcaepfefiiCMi  or  two.  may 
be  left  in  the  ^  prologue,''  through  hafte 
or  idadvertancy,  which  a  ievere  critic  might 
wifli  altered,  it  may,  I  think,  be  affirmed 
with  truth,  that  the  two  lines  tntroduced 
from  one  of  our  greateft  poetd,  Drycfen, 
(though  ejcccllent  in  icntiment,)  ar-e  the 
worft  in  the  whole  piece,  both  as  to  feund 
and  obfcurity.  Let  me  oWerve  alfo,  be* 
fore  I  mention  the  particular  occafion  cfity 
that  the  two  laft  lines  plainly  refer  to  the 
6th  ftanza  of  Mr.  Wclfted's  elegant  ode, 
written  the  year  before,  and  printed  in  this 
volume,  p.  195. 

In  the  fumm'er  of  the  year  171 8,  the 
"bilhop  of  Bangor,  with  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke, 
and  Sir  llichard  Steele'*,  made-arifit  of 

*  Bifliop  Hoadly  and  Sir  Richard  Steele  had  long 
been  conneded  as  public  men  .and  fellow-labourers 
in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  The  fhare  that  the  Tatlcr 
took  in  tilt  eontroverfywithbilbop  SlAckdl  has  tern 

mrntioned 
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fbiwedays  ai  Bfenheltn-hotife,'  by  ifitri«ition  j 
wh€re^  he  found,  the  ladies  and* gentlemen 
^f  tlie  iaiiiily,  and  a  few  of  tkeneigHbouri 
hood,  had  got  op  the  tragedy  of  ^*  AH  fdt 
^  Love**,  CO  entertain  tfee  diike  of  Mar*- 
borough,' who  had  Ihewp,  before  this,  fime 
fympootnft  of  that  paridytic  diforder,  tthuih 
impaired  his  fenfes,  and,  at  length,  ^rmi- 
nated  in  a  total  decay,  and  his  difTolution. 
Lady  Bateman,  (pfte  of  his  grace's  gndnd- 
daughte^s'by  the  earl  of  SiinderlaodO  <vfao 
played  the  part  iof  Ckopaita,  had  in  vaifa 
^ppik)d  to  Sir  Richard  ^Steele  for  d  prola- 
gue  0(1  that  extraordinary  occafion,  .arid 
leeaied  chagrined  at  thie  difappointment. 
At  nighty   when   the  family  retired,  the 

fnentIonbd»  p.  ^i.  Mr^  Hoadly  ivat  one  of  the  four 
frieodty  who,  in  171 1,  revifed  aod  correHtd  Mr* 
btetle's  *'  CriOs'*  befQr^ie  waa  printed.  Mr.  Addi- 
fon,  Mr.  Lcchmere,  and  Mr.  Minfhull  were  the 
other  three.  Mr.  Hoadly  Was  alfo  the' reputed  au- 
thor of  "  A  dedication  to  his  holinefs  Ciement  XI." 
«n  admirable  piece  of  grave  humour,  figned 
"  Richard  Sliecle,"  being  prefixed  to  his  "  Accoaftt 
**  of  the  ftat^of  the  Ronvan Catholic  religion  (hroogh^ 
1^  ou(  the  vorld,"  publiihcd  in  1715. 

bifhop 
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biihgp  4elired  pen,  ink,  and  paper  might 
be  brought  to  his  chamber^  and,  die  next 
morning  at  breakfaft,  prefenced  to  lady 
Bateman  the  following  '*  prologue ;"  which 
(he  ipoke,  the  fame  evening,  to  the  duke 
and  dutchefs*  his  grace  Ihedding  tears  at 
the  unexpected  com{^Ument  from  a  favou** 
rite  grand-child. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  play.  Sir  Richard^ 
who  fat  next  to  the  bifliop,  often  obferved 
iiow  well  and  feelingly  captain  Filhe  per- 
formed the  part  of  Anthony.  This  gen- 
tleman, who  had  been  the  duke's  page,  had 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  the  army,  and,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  died  a  lieutenant* 
colonel.  In  oijc  of  the  fcenes  where  Fifhe 
was  very  fweet  upon  his  Cleopatra,  Sir 
Richard  whiipcrcd  the  bifhop,  "  I  doubt, 
"  this  *  Filhe*  Is «  Flefh%  my  lord/*— I  muft 
mention  another  incident  at  their  going 
away.  Sir  Richard  laid  to  the  bilhop, 
"  Does  your  lordfiiip  give  money  to  all 
*'  thefe  fellows  in  laced  coats  and  ruffles  V* 
"  No  doubt,"  replied  the  bifliop.  "  I  have 

**  not 
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^^  not  enough  V*  ^^d  the  knight ;  and  when 
he  pafled  by  them  in  the  hall»  he  accofted 
them  in  a  fpeech,  telling  them,  *^  that  he 
^^  had  found  them  *  men  of  taile,*  and,  as 
*'  fuch,  invited  them  all  to  Drury-lane  thea^ 
^^  tre^  to  whatever  play  they  fhould  pleaie 
*^  to  be^peakf"  he  having  then  a  fhare  in 
the  patent^, 

"*  Ont  of  die  Ittde  witty  fliifb  to  wbich  the  knight 
wat  often  redyced,  related  by  Savage,  ii  faU  to  kaf« 
been  fn£dM  abdut  this  time. 

See  the  **  Lift  of  Savage,"  p.  1 3« 

t  Hje  obtained  thiiin  lyHby  the  friendfliipof 

the  duke  of  Marlboroogh,  which  he  owed  to  a  plea* 

fant  repartee  (reported  to  the  dnke»  and  taken  as  it 

waa^  meant)  on  hb  grace's  preferring  his  relations* 

See  *<  Biographia  Brsunnica'%  vol.  vi,  p.  38 29^ 


you  I.  N  n  A  hafty 
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A  hafly  ^rolooue  to  Att  for  Lcrt, 

Adlcd  atBtESHEiM-ftousB,  !n  tficffimincr,/i7i8. 
Wrkttki  b/ Bifliop  HoAKT^ 

A  »  D 

Spoke*  by  IMj  Bat  e^  a  ny 

WHILE  ancient  dames  and  heroes  in  ns  live. 
And  fceaei  of  love  and  wat  ^«  here've^ive, 
Grenter  in  b^lu  io  botkt*are  lort<uim»  / 

Than  all  that  ever  agC)  pnA  ciM'd  ClM» 
O  Maki^h^  tbinl^  tiOtwro^^  Aat  I  thee  name. 
And  firft  do  homage  to  thy  brighter  fame. 

-  Beamy- «i^.vinQewh^  each  otKir^fire^ 
To  mete  mi  itcoop^pie  thy  early  love  i 
Beamy  ^»  wUifc  BgyfU's  qifeoft  eoiiU  never  boeft^ 
^nd  virtqeAe  neVr  knew^  <ir  qiitclily  I0ft4 
A  foul  fo  form'd  and  cloath'd,  heav'n  muft  defign 
For  foch  a  foul,  and  foch  a  form,  as  thloe. 

*  Of  the  beaocy  of  the  datchefs  of  Marlborough, 
if  we  had  no  other  tefUmony,  no  other  would  be 
wanting  than  her  portrait  painted  by  KhelFer,  and 
Engraved  by  Smith  ;  and  the  duke,  it  is  well  known, 
was  diftihgttiihed  in  the  French  army  under  marfhal 
Turenne  by  the  name  of  **  the  handfome  Englifh- 
••  man,'* 


f 
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Boe»  €9U'4.frpmreftivfoft»  and  beauty's  charms* 
Thy  louder  f^oHTM  fpoice  in  feats  of  ^mt. 
The  £ibled  AoA^of  gieat  PhiHp'f  fto 
By  thy  g^%  iie^9^^  w^dd  h^s  ieep  outdone ; ., 
The  Caefacs  thatAtae  bo^Oed,  yield  their  bays, 
And  owe,  in  jnflicc,  th^  fapenor  praife : 
Thfiy  foofht  the  empire  of  the  svoild  to  gain. 
Bat  thoii,  CD  bfisak  the  haughty  tyrant's  chain ; 
They  fought  to*  cndave  mankind,  but  thou  to  five 
Whole  nations  from  detefted  ilavery  : 
"  Their  guilty  paths  to  grandeur  taught  to  hate 
*'  By  virtue,  nor  to  blulh  for  being  great  •." 

This  9ca^  ef&onti  which  Blenheim's  palace  fraoae, 
Rofe,  in  ;t^is  fpr/n,  a  monument  to  thy  name* 
This  heap  of  (tones  muft  crumble  into  fand. 
Bat  thy  great  name  ihall  through  all  ages  (land  f. 

*  See  Anreng-tfebe,  a£t  7. 

t  Dr.  CampbeU,  hi  his  life  of  the  duke  in  **  Bio^ 
'*  graphia  Brteannka,*'  has^xprei&d  the  fame  idea 
with  equal  degance  in  profe  :  '*  The  noble  pile  near 
^  Woodftock  may  tie  juttly  Rylcd  his  monument,  but 
<<- without  pretending  to  ^e  gift  of  prophecy,  one 
**  may  venture  to  forenell,  that  his  glory  will  long 
**  furviye  that  tru^lnre,  and  that  fo  long  as  our  hlf- 
'*  (orles  rettmfij  ox  indeed  the  hifteties  of  Europe, 
**  his  meiBory  will  •live'^aBd  be  the  boaft  of  Bricais^ 
**  who,  by  his  labours,  was  raifed  to  be  the  firft  of 
N  n  2  "  nations^ 
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la  Hite's  dark  book  I  faw  Ay  ]on^4ivM  nam^. 
And  thus  the  cercain  prophecy  procltitn : 

*  One*  fliali  arife,  who  will  thy  deeda  rehearfe/ 

*  Not  in  archM  rbofs,  or  in  fufpeded  verfe; 
<  But  in  plain  annals  of  each  gloHdnf  year,* 

*  With  pomp  of  truth  the  ftory  ikaO  appear* 

'  Long  after  Blenh^im'i  wlilJs  ftalJmonlderM  lie,  . 

*  Or,  blown  by  wind^^  to  •diftantoountries  Ay, 

**  nations,  as,  during  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  he 
«*  was  dcfervcdly  edeemed  the  firft  of  men/* 

Vol.  ii,  p.  X3S2* 

*  If  his  lordjhip  in  thefe  lines  alluded  to  any  par- 
ticular hiflorian,  it  mufl:  probably  be  the  friend  who 
fat  next  him,  as  Sir  Richard,  in  the  iixch  nnosber  of 
a  paper  called  *•  The  Reader,"  dated  May  3,  1714, 
had  ititimated  a  deiign  of  writing  **  A  hiftory  of  the 
**  war  in  Flanders ;  the  relation  to  copim nee  from 
**  the  date  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  commiflions 
««  as  a^tain*gen^ralattdp]Qpipotenriary,  and  to  end 
*f  with  the  expmtion  of  thofe  commilfipns/'  Bat 
this  defign  he  never  executed,  and  after  his  death,  in 
1729,  the  materials  were  returned  tQ  the  dutcbef% 
dowager  of  Marlborough,  wjio,  by  her  laft  will,  left 
|hem  to  Mr.  Glover  and  t)ie  late  Mr.  Mallet,  forxha 
Istne  purpoie,  with  loool.  ^o  be  equally  divided  be* 
tween  them.  But  the  firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  declined 
cbe  trail,  and  the  latirr  never  dUcharged  att 
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<  By  Um  Ihali  thy  great  a6&ms  all  fanrhe^ 
*  And  \n  thy  name  fliallllia  be  tanght  to  Kvt.* 

O  cherifli  the  remains  of  IHe ;  fnrvry 
Thofe  yean  of  glory  wUch  can  ne'er  decay  $ 
Bojoy  the  beft  reward  below  aUow'd, 
The  mem*ry  of  paft  iiAions  great  and  good  \ 
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L    E    T    't    E    R    S,     &c. 

LETTER    LXXXVI. 
Rev.  Dean  Swift  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wallis  *• 

SIR,  Dublin,  May  13,  1721. 

X  HAD  your  letter,  and  the  copy  of 
the  bilhop's  -t"  circular  inclofed,  for  which 
I  thank  you ;  and  yet  I  will  not  pretend  to 

•  Son  of  the  dean  of  Dcrry,  and  vicar  of  Athboy 
in  the  coanty  of  Meath.     He  died  in  1746^ 

t  Dr.  Evans,  tranflated  from  the  fee  of  Bangor  to 
that  of  Meath  in  1715.  In  this  diocefe  was  th^ 
▼icarage  of  Laracor,  which  Swift  held  with  hi^ 
deanry.  Some  didenfions  having  arifen  between 
bifhop  Evans  and  his  clergy.  Swift  took  part  with 

V0V.IU  B  the 
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know  any  thing  of  it,  and  hope  you  have 
not  told  any  body  what  you  did.  I  fhould 
be  glad  enough  to  be  at  the  vifiration,  not 
out  of  any  love  to  the  bufinefs,  or  the 
perfon,  but  to  do  my  part  in  preventing 
any  mifchief.  But  in  truth  my  health  will 
not  fuffer  it ;  and  you,  who  are  to  be  my 
proxy,  may  fafely  give  it  upon  your  ve- 
racity. I  am  confident  the  bifhop  would 
not  be  diflatisfied  with  wanting  my  com- 
pany, and  yet  he  may  give  himfelf  airs 
when  he  finds  I  am  not  there  :{;.     I  now 

the  latter.  At  the  firfl  viiltation  which  he  attended, 
hearing  his  diocefan  very  fevere  in  his  animadver- 
sions on  a  poor  curate,  for  a  matter  of  little  or  no 
importance,  the  dean  ftood  up,  and  told  his  lordfhip, 
that  "  having  once  been  witnefs  of  fuch  improper 
•*  unepifcopal  behaviour,  he  would  never  be  witnefs 
•*  of  it  again,  and  therefore  gave  his  lordlhip  no- 
"  tice,  that  if  he  had  any  fault  to  find  with  him, 
"  he  mufl  find  it  then,  as  he  was  determined  not  to 
*«  attend  any  other  vifiiaticn." 

t  By  a  warm  cxpoftulatory  letter  from  Swift  to 
this  Cambro-Hibernian  prelate,  dated  July  5,  1721, 
(fee  *'  Swift's  works,"  vol.  xviii,  p.  141)  it  ap- 
pears that  his  lordfhip  did  *«  give  himfelf  airs,'*  by 

rcfufing 
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[  employ  myfclf  in   getting  you  a  compa- 

nion to  cure  your  fpleen. 

I  am  your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.S. 

refufing  to  admit  this  proxy  at  the  vifitation,  though 
he  attetei  the  dean's  want  of  health.  Sec.  he  being 
then  tormented  with  an  ague.  *'  At  the  fame  time 
(Swift  proceeds)  **  I  muft  be  plain  to  tell  you,  that 
•*  if  this  accident  had  not  happened,  I  fhould  have 
■  «<  ufed  all  endeavours  to  avoid  your  vifitation,  upon 
**  the  public  promife  I  made  you  three  years  ago, 
^' and  the  motives  which  occafioned  it;  becaufe  I 
•*  was  unwilling  to  hear  any  more  very  injurious 
**  treatment  and  appellations  given  to  my  brethren 
*'  or  myfelf ;  and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  Hill 
**  determined  to  a'ofent  myfelf  on  the  like  occasions, 
•*  as  far  as  I  can  poffibly  be  difpenfed  with  by  any 
•*  law,  while  your  lordfhip  is  in  that  dioccfe,  and  I 
**  a  member  of  it." 
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LETTER      LXXXVIL 

Dean  Swift  to  Mr.  Waj.lis. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  3,  1722. 

X  OU  ftole  in  and  out  of  town  without? 

feeing  either  the  ladies  *  or  -f  me,  which 
was  very  ungratefully  done,  confidcring  the 
obligations  you  have  to  us,  for  lodging  and 
dieting  with  you  fo  long.  Why  did  you  • 
not  call  in  a  morning  at  the  dcanry  ?  Be- 
fides,  we  reckoned  for  certain  thsit  you 
came  to  ftay  a  morith  or  two,  as  you  told 
us  you  intended.     I  hear  you  were  fo  kind 

•  Mrs.  Johnfon  (or  Stella)  and  Mrs.  Dingley. 
Thefe  ladies  went  to  Ireland,  by  Swift's  invi cation , 
in  J 70 1.  The  former  was  his  concealed  but  un- 
doubted wife,  being  married  to  him  in  the  year  17x0 
by  Dr.  Alhc,  bifhop  of  Clogher,  who  had  been  his 
tutor.  She  died  January  27,  1727-8,  aged  44, 
M  abfolutcly  dellroycd,"  as  lord  Orrery  fays,  "  by 
"  the  peculiarity  of  her  fate." 

f  •*  And**  in  the  original,  no  doubt  by  miftakc. 

as 
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as  to  be  at  Laracor  *,  where  I  hope  you 
planted  fomtthing;  and  I  intend  to  be 
down  after  Chriftmas,  where  f  you  muft 
continue  a  week.  As  for  your  plan,  it  is 
very  pretty,  too  pretty  for  the  ufe  I  intend 
to  make  of  Laracor.  All  I  would  defire 
is,  what  I  mention  in  the  paper  I  left  you, 
except  a  walk  down  to  the  canal..  1  fup- 
pofe  your  projeft  would  coft  me  ten  pounds 
and  a  conftant  gardener.  Pray  come  to 
town  and  ftay  fome  time,  and  repay  your- 
felf  fome  of  your  dinners.  I  wonder  how 
a  mifchief  you  came  to  mifs  us.  Why  did 
you  not  fct  out  a  Monday,  like  a  true 
country  parfon  ?  Befide,  you  lay  a  load  on 
us,  in  faying  one  chief  end  of  your  jour- 
ney was  to  fee  us ;  but  I  fuppofe  there 
might  be  another  motive,  and  you  are  like 

•  The  dean's  vicarage-houfe  there,  where  he  in- 
tended to  make  feveral  improvements^  is  now  totally 
ruined,  though  one  of  his  biographers  fays,  **  he 
**  left  it  a  convenient  and  agreeable  retreat  to  his 
•*  fucceflbr,  at  a  connderable  cxpence." 

-j-  The  dean,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  rather  meant 
««  when." 

the 
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the  man  that  died  of  love  and  the  cholic* 
Let  us  know  whether  you  are  more  or  lefs 
monkilh,  how  long  you  found  yourfelf 
better  by  our  company,  and  how  long 
before  you  recovered  die  charges  we  put 
you  to.  The  ladies  affure  you  of  their 
hearty  fervices,  and  I  am,  with  great  truth 
and  fincerity. 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

JONATH.  SWIFT. 


LETTER     LXXXVIIL 

Dean  Swift  to  Mr.  Wallis. 

SIR,  Dublin,  February  X2,  1722-3. 

X  WOULD  have  been  at  Laracor  and 
Alhboy  *  before  now,  if  an  ugly  dcpend- 

Mr.  Wallis's  living,  near  Laracor. 

ing 
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ing  chaptcr-bufinefs  *  had  not  tied  me  here* 
There  is  a  lay  difficulty  that  concerns  the 
government,  the  archbifliop  f,  the  chap- 
ter, the  dean  J,  Dr.  Howard  §,  and  Robin 
Grattan  II,  and  I  know  not  whether  it  will 
be  determined  in  a  month.  All  my  dcfign 
is  to  do  a  job  for  Robin  Grattan,  but  the 
reft  have  their  different,  fchemes  and  poli- 

♦  Probably  the  difpofal  of  the  curacy  of  St.  Brid- 
get's,  Dublin,  in  which  the  dean  efpoufed  the  inte- 
reft  of  Mr.  Robert  Grattan. 

t  Dr.  King,  then  archbiihop  of  Dublin, 

J  Dr.  Swift  himfelf. 

§  Afterwards  bifkop  of  £lphi&« 

II  Afterwards  curate  of  St.  Bridget's,  prebendary 
of  St.  Audeon's,  and  one  of  the  dean's  ten  executors. 
To  this  Mr,  Grattan,  (who  was  one  of  the  fevea 
fons  of'  Dr.  Grattan,  a  venerable  and  ho(pitablc 
clergyman)  Swift  whimficaliy  bequeathed  his  **  bol- 
"  tle.fcrcw,  his  fccond  bed  beaver,  and  his  ftrong 
•«  box,  on  condition  of  his  giving  the  fole  nfc  of 
**  the  faid  box  to  his  brother.  Dr.  James  Grattan, 
•*  [a  phyfician]  during  the  life  of  the  faid  doaor, 
*•  who  hath  more  occafion  for  it." 

tics. 
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tics,  too  deep  and  too  contemptible  for  me 
to  trouble  myfelf  about  them.  Mean  time 
you  grow  negligent,  and  the  improvements 
at  Laracor  are  forgotten, — I  beg  you  will 
ftep  there  for  a  day  or  two,  and  do  *  what 
is  neccfiary  now,  before  the  feafon  is  too 
late,  and  I  will  come  when  this  affair  is 
over,  and  bring  down  wine  (which  will 
not  be  ready  'till  then,  for  it  is  but  juft 
bottled)  and  we  will  be  merry  at  your 
houfe  and  my  cottage. 

I  fent  your  memorial,  drawn  up  by  my- 
felf, with  my  opinion  upon  it,  and  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Kearney  -f,  to  recommend  it  to  the 
primate  \ :  1  likewife  defired  Mr.  Morgan 
to  fccond  it.  I  have  in  vain  hitherto  fought 
Dr.  Kearney,  but  (hall  find  him  foon ;  and 
I    intend   to   engage  Dr.   Worth   §   and 

*  The  word  in  the  original  is  illegible. 

f  Treafurer  of  Armagh. 

X  Dr.  Lindfay. 

^  An  eminent  phyfician« 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Crofs  *,  and  probably  all  may  come  to 
noth\ng'-Sed quid  tentare  nocebit?^  The  ladies 
are  as  ufually — Mrs.  Johnlbn  eats  an  ounce 
a  week,  which  frights  me  from  dining  with 
hen  My  crew  f  has  drunk  near  three, 
hogfheads  fince  I  came  to  town,  and  we 
muft  take  up  with  new  when  I  come  down. 
I  fuppoie  you  are  in  the  midfl:  of  fpleen 
and  juftice,  I  have  often  an  ill  bead,  and 
am  fo  fortunate  as  to  pick  out  rainy  days 
to  ride  in.  What  is  it  to  you  that  old 
Poohy  the  painter  is  dead  ? 

I  am  ever  yours, 

J.  SWIFT. 

*  Rcdlor  of  St.  Mary's,  Dublin,  . 
t'  Meaning,  perhaps,  his  chapter. 
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LETTER     LXXXtX. 
Dean  Swift  to  Mr.  Wallis. 

SIR,  Dublin,  April  8,  1727. 


I 


AM  juft  going  for  England  *,  and 
niuft  defire  you  to  be  my  proxy  at  the  bi- 
(hop*s  vifitation  f .  I  find  there  is  likewifc 
a  triennial  vifitation,  and^  think  the  en- 
clofed  J  may  ferve  for  both,  with  your 
wife   manaOTment.     The  ladies   are   with 

o 

me,  being  now  come  to  live  at  the  deanry 

*  The  dean  being  on  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Pope  in  1726, 
Raftened  back  to  Ireland  on  receiving  an  account  that 
Ml  s.  Johnfon  was  dangeroufly  ill ;  and  on  her  amend- 
ment, he  returned  back  to  England  in  1727,  to 
finilh  the  **  mifcellanies,"  in  concert  with  Pope  and 
Arbuthnot. 

*'  Swift's  letters  to  Sheridan,  No.  xx  and  xxiv." 
Y  See  letter  Ixxxvi,  p.  i. 
I  A  proxy  from  the  dean,  as  vicar  of  Laracor. 

for 
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for  this  fummer  *  ;  you  have  their  fervice, 
and  fo  has  Mrs.  Wallis,  as  well  as  minei 
I  reckon  *  you  are  now  deep  in  mire  and 
mortar,  and  are  preparing  to  live  fevca 
years  hence.  I  have  been  plagued  with 
the  roguery  of  my  deanry  proftor,  whom 
I  have  difcharged.  I  believe  I  am  worfe 
for  him  600 1.  and  his  brother  is  not  much 
better.  I  wifh  you  had  been  at  my  elbow 
to  advife  me,  for  you  arc  fitter  for  the 
■world  than  I  am.  I  hope  to  come  fafe 
back,  and  then  to  have  done  with  Eng- 
land *. 

I  am  ever  yours,  &c, 

J.s, 

•  They  had  lodgings  on  Ormond-quay,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river  LifFy,  and  never  refided  at  the 
deanry  but  in  the  dean's  abfence ;  when  he  returned, 
they  removed,  nor  were  Stella  and  lie  ever  known  tp 
meet  but  in  the  prefence  of  a  third  perfon^ 

t  He  had  fo  ;  this  being  his  laft  vifit.  He  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  on  the  news  of  Stella's  lafl  illnefs, 
in  September  following. 

C  2  LETTER 
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LETTER      XC. 
Rev.  Mr.  PiTT*toWiLLi  amDumcombe,  Efq; 

SIR,  Pimpern,  July 6,  1728. 


.  I  ou 


define  me  to  recommend 

a  tutor  to  your  nephew.     If  he  is  defigned 

\  for  a  gentleman-commoner,  I   would  re- 

•  commend   him  to  New-college,    (for  wc 

*  This  amiable  poet  (who  was  educated  at  Win- 
chefler-fchool,  and  was  afterwards  fellow  of  New- 
college,  O^cford,)  was  at  this  time  re6lor  of  the 
parifh  from  whence  he  dates,  near  Blandford  in  Dor- 
fetfhire,  to  which  he  was  prefented  by  his  relation, 
George  Pitt,  efq;  and  which  he  held  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  tranflations  of  the  **  Po- 
•«  ctics  of  Vida,"  and  the  "  iEneid  of  Virgil," 
have  eftabliftied  his  fame,  and  his  **  Imitations  of 
*«  Horace"  have  been  thought,  by  many  good  judges, 
not  inferior  to  Pope's.  A  volume  of  his  •*  mifccUa- 
**  neous  poems"  was  publilhed.  in  1727.  He  died 
in  1748.  On  his  tomb-ftone  were  engraved  thefc 
worJs : 

*'  He  lived  innocent,  aixi  died  beloved. 

take 
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take  no  commoners)  and  to  Mn  Spencc  •, 
a  fellow  of  the  houfe,  for  hi^  tutor.  I 
need  not  enter  upon  his  chara6lcr,  which 
is  very  well  known ;  he  has  a  more  exten- 
five  charafter,  than  you  infift  upon  in  your 
letter  f .  I  believe  he  is  about  my  age  -, 
and  he  is  the  completcft  fcholar,  either  in 
folid  or  polite  learning,  for  his  years,  that 
I  ever  knew.  Befidcs,  he  is  the  fweeteft- 
tempered  gentleman  breathing. 

I  'am  mightly  taken  with  your  nephew's 
verfes,  and  would  tranflate  them,  if  I 
thought  I  could  do  juftice  to  them.  Ac- 
cept of  thefe,  though  I  am  fenfible,  they 
do  not  hit  off  the  true  turn  of  the  epi- 
gram : 

•  The  author  of  "  Polymetis,"  &c.  He  died  in 
1768,  being  then  profe/Tor  of  modem  hlflory  at 
Oxford,  and  prebendary  of  Durham. 

+  Viz.  "  A  man  of  letters,  without  pedantry,  n# 
**  bigot,  nor  violently  attached  to  any  party,  but  of 
<*  a  catholic  fpi/it,  and  not  uLacquainted  with  natural 
**  philofbphy  and  the  mathematicsr" 

FROM 
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FROM  a,  fmall  acorn,  fee  th»oak  arife, 
Soprcmely  tall,  and  towVing  in  the  ikies  I 
Queen  of  the  groves,  her  ftately  head  flic  rears^ 
Her  bulk  increafing  with  increafing  years  ! 
Now  moves  ir  pomp,  majeftic,  o'er  the  deep. 
While  in  her  womb  Britannia's  thunders  deep  ; 
With  fame  and  conqueft  graces  Albion's  (hore. 
And  guards  the  ifland,  where  Ihe  grew  before  *. 

I  hope,  fir,  you  will  accept  of  this,  as  it 
is  written  extempore ;  I  know  the  laft  cou- 
plet has  fomething  of  a  turn,  but  not  the 
fame  with  the  original    .... 
Yours,  &c. 

CHRISTOPHER   PIJT. 

/ 

*  The  original  is  as  follows : 

DE    MINIMIS  MAXIMA. 

Exigud  crefcit  de  glande  altijjima  quercus^ 

Et  tandem  patuUs  furgit  in  afira  comis  ; 
Dumque  anni  ptrgunt^  crefcit  latijjima  moles ^ 
Mox/ecat  aquoreaSy  bellica  navis^  aquas, 
Angliacis  hincfama,  falus  bine  najcitur  oris^ 
•  Et  glans  eft  mftri  pra^fidiufn  imperii. 

LuDovicus  DuNcoMBE,  Hertfordienfls. 

Some  elegant  Latin  verfcs,  by  the  fame  hand,  arc 
prefixed  to  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems." 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XCI. 
Dean  Swift  to  Mr.  Wall  is. 

SIR,  Market-hill  •,  Nov.  16,  172^^ 


I 


A  M  extremely  obliged  to  you  for 
your  kind  intention  in  the  purchafe  you 
mention ;  but  it  will  not  anfwcr  my  defign, 
becaufe  tbefe  lands  are  let  in  Icafes  renew- 
able for  ever  f,  and  confequently  can  never 
have  the  rent  raifed,  which  is  mortal  to  all 
eftates  left  for  ever  to  a  public  ufe,  and  is 
contrary. to  a  fundamental  maxim  of  mine-, 
and  moft  corporations  feel  the  fmart  of  it^ 

•  The  fcat  of  fir  Arthur  Achefhiit  where  the  dean 

pafTcd  two  fummers.     He  had  a  farm  near  it,  which 

was  let  to  him  by  iir  Aithur,  called  afterwards  Dra- 

pier's  Hill,     See  fome  verfes  on  that  fiibjeft,  voU 

•xviii  of  hh  "  works,"  p.  52. 

f  Accordingly,  in  his  will,  by  which  he  devifedt 
his  fortune  to  the  building  and  endowing  an  hoipital 
for  lunatics,  he  reftraincd  his  executors  from  pur- 
chafing  any  lands  that  were  •*  encumbered  with  leaies 
•*  for  lives  renewable," 

I 
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I  have  been  here  feveral  months  to 
amufe  me  in  my  diforders  of  giddinefs  * 
and  deafnefs,  of  which  I  have  frequent 
returns— and  I  fliall  hardly  return  to  Dub- 
lin till  Chriftmas. 

I  am  truly  grieved  at  your  great  lofs  f . 
Such  misfortunes  feeni  to  break  the  whole 
fcheme  of  a  man's  life ;  and  although  time 
may  leflen  forrow,  yet  it  cannot  hinder  a 
man  from  feeling  the  want  of  fo  near  a 
companion,  nor  hardly  fupply  it  with  ano- 
ther J,     I  wifti  you  health  and  happinefs. 


*  This  di'fbrder,  which  with  IntermiHions  pur- 
fued  him  till  it  feemed  to  complete  its  conqueft,  by 
rendering  him  the  exaft  image  of  one  of  his  own 
Struldbrugs,  lord  Orrery  often  heard  him  afcribe  Cd 
a  forfeit,  occaiioned  by  eating  an  immoderate  quan* 
dty  of  fruit  at  fir  William  Temple's  in  1691. 

t  The  death  of  Mrs.  Wallis. 

X  This  fentiment,  no  doubt,  came  from  the  wri* 
ter's  heart.  Stella,  the  incomparable  Stella,  was 
then  no  more« 

and 


t  17  ] 

and  that  the  pledge  •  left  you  may  prove  a 
comfort.     I  am,  with  great  fincerity. 

Your  moft  obliged 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOI^IATH.    SWIFT. 


L  E  T  T  E  R     XCn. 

Montagu  Bacon,  Elq;  f  to  Georgb 
Jeffreys,  Efq-,  :|: 

15EAR  GEORGF  ^^n^^n^'  Oft.  6,  17,2- 

DEAR  GEORGE,  AtQuarles's  cofFee-houfe, 

O  make  feme  amends  for  my  dogged 
(ilence   in  Leiccftcrfliire,   I    here  begin  a 

•  A  fon,  now  a  barrifter  at  law. 

f  Younger  fon  of  Nicholas  iJacoD,  efq;  cf  Shrub- 
land  in  Suffolk,  and  fellow-commoner  of  Trinity- 
college,  Cambridge,  where  he  was  admitted  in  1704,-5* 
He  died  in  1 740,  aged  51. 

J  This- gentleman,  who  was  educated  at.Weflmiri- 

fter-fchool  under  Dr.  Bulby,  was  the  fon  of  Chrifto- 

VoL.II.  D  phcf 
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correfpondcnce  with  you  from  the  banks  of 
Cam.     Is  not  that  a  poetidal  beginning  ?  I 

phcr  Jeffreys,  efq;  of  Weldron  in  Northamptonihirey 
and  nephew  to  James  lord  Chandos.  He  was  admit- 
ted of  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  in  1694,  where 
he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  was  defied  fellow  ia 
1 701,  and  prefided  in  the  philofophy-fchoolis  as  mo* 
derator  in  1706.  He  was  alfo  fub-orator  for  Dr. 
Ayloffe,  and  not  going  into  orders  within  eight  years, 
as  the  flatutes  of  that  college  require,  he  quitted  his 
fcllowihip  in  1709.  In  the  words  of  one  of  his  fon- 
temporvies,  ( the  late  vice-roafter.  Dr.  Walker, ) 
*<  he  performed  his  exerdfes  in  the  college  and  uni- 
**  verfity  with  applaufe ;  which,  with  a  genteel  modeft 
*«  deportment,  gancd  him  much  clleem."  Though 
Mr.  Jeffreys  was  called  to  the  bar,  he  never  pradifed 
the  law,  but,  after  afling  as  fecretary  to  Dr.  Hart- 
ilonge  biihop  of  Derry,  at  the  latter  end  of  queen 
Anne's  and  the  beginning  of  king  George  the  I's 
i«ign,  fpent  mod  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the 
families  of  the  two  laft  dukes  of  Chandos,  his  rela- 
tions. In  I754hepablifhed,  by  fubfcription,  a4to 
volume  of"  mifcellanies,  in  vcrfe  and  profe,"  among 
which  are  two  tragedies,  (viz.  **  Edwin"  and  "  Me- 
•'  rope,"  both  adled  at  the  theatre-royal  in  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields)  and  "  The  triumph  of  truth,"  an  ora- 
torio. All  that  the  compiler  of  "  The  companion 
««  to  the  playhoufc"  fays  of  Mr.  Jeffreys,  is,  that 
**  he  enjoyed  fome  pod  in  the  cuilom-houfe,  and  was 
«•  author  of  *  one'  dramatic  piece,  which  met  with 

*«  little 
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have  but  very  little  news  to  tell  you ;  for 
all  college-news  I  am  mortally  Tick  of;  'tis 
very  naufeous  at  the  firft  hand ;  and  'tis  no 
wonder  a  commodity,  that  is  bad  upon  the 
place,  Ihould  very  ill  bear  the  carriage 

Bentley  is  preparing  an  **  anfwer  to  the 
**  articles  */*  againft  next  year ;  and,  as  an 

«'  little  faccefs,  entitled  «  Edwin*."  And  Dr.  Franck- 
lin,  the  tranilator  of  "  Voltaire's  dramatic  works,** 
j>ablifhed  in  17629  fuppofes  his  author  <<  xniftaken 
*'  in  aiTerting,  that  an  Englifh  Merope  was  a6led  at 
**  London  in  17319  as,  by  all  the  enquiry  he  (the 
'*  tranflator)  had  made  amongft  perfons  concerned  in 
'*  the  theatres  at  that  time,  he  could  not  difcover 
^*  that  any  fuch  tragedy  was  ever  exhibited."  Yet 
Quin,  Ryan,  Milward,  &c«  aded  in  it,  and  the 
names  of  Dr.  Francklin  himfelf  (then  Greek  prp^- 
ieiTor,)  and  above  twenty  other  members  of  Trinity- 
cdlege,  appear  in  the  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  Mr.  Jef- 
freys's  *«  works."  «*  This  coUeaion"  (as  the  author 
obferves  in  his  dedication  to  the  prefent  duke  of 
Chandos,  then  marquefs  of  Carnarvon,)  **  includes 
**  an  uncommon  length  of  time  from  the  verfes  on 
**  the  duke  of  Gloucefter's  death  in  1700  to  thofe  on 
"  his  lordfliip's  marriage  in  1753."  Mr.  Jeffreys 
died  in  1755,  aged  yj. 

•  Of  complaint,  exhibited  againft  him  by  the  col- 
lege, in  June,  1729,  before  the  biftiop  of  Ely,  their 
Vifitor. 

D  2  appendix 


[      20      ] 

appendix  to  it,  his  "  Homer  •"  is  to  come 
out,  which  he  is  hard  at  work  at.  I  hope 
your  "  Scacchia  -f' *  is  finilhed  and  ready 
for  the  prefs ;  I  thank  you  for  the  fight  of 
it.  Befides  the  pleafure  it  gave  me,  it 
made  me  underfland  a  very  unintelligible 
book,  at  leafl:  to  me.  I  am  at  prefent 
doing  little  elfe,  but  cleaning  my  books, 
and  accommodating  my  tafte  to  this  very 

*  It  does  not  appear  that  this  (if  written)  was 
ever  publifhed,  nor  is  it  jncntioned  by  Dr.  Beiuley's 
biographers.  Perhaps  the  letter-writer  meant  his 
**  Mijton." 

t  A  "  poem  on  chefs,"  tranflated  from  Vida  at 
the  deiire  of  the  /irft  duke  of  Chandos,  ''  It  wat  a 
"  happy  choice,'*  fays  Dr.  Warton,  *■  to  write  m 
**  poem  on  chefs,  nor  is  the  execution  lefs  happy. 
<*  The  various  ftratagems  and  manifold  intricacies  of 
'<  this  ingenious  game,  fo  difficult  to  be  defcribed  ia 
**  Latin,  are  here  exprcfTed  with  the  greateft  perfpi- 
**  cuity  and  elegance,  fo  that  perhaps  the  game 
'*  might  be  learned  from  this  defcription.*' 

•«  EfTay  on  Pope,"  p.  192. 

Pope's  "  game  at  ombre,"  in  bis  <*  rape  of  the 
*'  lock,"  (as  this  writer  alfo  obfcrves,  p,  23 z,)  is 
pertainly  imitated  from  it, 

dull 


dull  place ;  and  to  do  the  latter  of  thefe,* 
confidering  the  prcfcnt  divifions,  and  con- 
tinual bones  of  contention,  is  not  an  eafy 
matter.  However,  that  you  may  not  think 
1  wholly  negledt  reading,  I  nluft  tell  you 
I  have,  with  great  pleafure,  been  reading 
over  a  French  book,  called  Melanges  d* 
bijloire  et  de  literature^  by  Vigneul  Mar- 
ville  *,  3  vols.  I  never  read  it  before, 
though  1  have  often  fccn  and  heard  of  the 
book.  There  are  many  curious  anecdotes 
in  it,  and  a  great  knowledge  of  books  and 
authors.  His  judgment  is  not  always  cer- 
tain, but  hasfometimes  a  little  of  the.cex* 
comb.  I'll  give  you  an  inftance,  in  a 
comparifon,  he  makes,  between  Virgil  and 
Homer  ^  bur,  on  fccond  thoughts,  it  will 
be  too  long  for  this  letter  5  I  will  very  fooa. 
give  it  you,  with  my  refledions,  in  an» 
other.— 

I  dipped  lately  into  Cowley's  "Davi- 
**  deis,"  and  read  one  book  of  it,  and 
found  there,  what  I  thought,  I  could  tioc 

*  A  fictitious  name.  Dom.  Noel  Dargonne  was 
clic  Tcai  aitthor« 

hav* 
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Jiave  met  with  in  Engliih,  twenty  mono- 
fylkblcs  together,  in  two  very  well-found- 
ing verfes.  I  remember  that  Vaugclas,  and 
the  French  academy,  both  agree,  that  there 
is  even  a  fwcetncfs  in  joining  twelve  mono- 
fyllables,  and  produce  a  verfe  of  Malherbe 
to  juilify  it : 

£t  mei,  Je  ne  *voh  rien,  quandje  w  la  ws  pas. 

This,  they  fay,  is  one  of  the  fweeteft, 
and  runs  the  bcft,  of  any  he  has  made. 
For  my  part,  with  my  foreign  ear,  I  can- 
not think  fo ;  but,  if  it  be  fo,  I  think  I 
can  fay  almofl:  as  much  for  thefe  Engliih 
ones : 

His  birth,  great  fir,  fo  much  to  mine  is  tied» 
That  praife  of  that  might  look  from  me  like  pride. 

Book  iii. 

Again,  there  Js  another  couplet,  where 
all,  but  one  word,  are  monofyllablcs,  and 
yet  they  are  harmonious  enough  : 

Forbid  it  God,  that,  where  thy  right  is  try'd, 
The  (Irength  of  man  ihould  find  juft  caufe  for  pride  *. 

•    For    Mr.   JefFreys's    opinion    of  monofyllable 
verfes,  fee  an  efTay  in  the  '*  appendix*'' 

Pray 
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Pray  tell  mc  one  thing,  and  Til  trouble 
you  no  further ;  is  it  Englifli,  do  you  thinks 
to  ufe  advance  as  a  fubftantive,  for  advance^ 
meni  ?  I  believe  not.  Yet  he  has  ufed  it 
in  a  fine  repetition  of  the  words /^/^  and 
cbancCj 

So  vain  are  mens  deiigns  !  for  fate  and  chance. 
And  earth  and  heaven,  confpire  ^to  his  advance. 

Pll  mention,  now  my  hand  is  in,  on^ 
thing  more,  which  is  to  me  an  odd  and 
new  tranfpofition,  and  yet  really  I  think  it 
good:  *tis  in  the  fecond  of  thefe  verfc* 
about  Jonathan, 

A  name,  which  every  wind  to  heaven  would  bcar;^ 
Which  men  to  fpeak,  and  angels  joy  to  hear. 

I  have  tired  you  with  my  lucubrationfiy 
and  fo  I  conclude,  dear  Sir^ 

Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fcrvant, 

M.   BACON. 

P.  S. 
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•  P.  S.  There  is  a  particular  beauty  in  the 
above  lines,  "  His  birth,  &c."  which  I 
juft  now  recolleft,  viz.  that  'tis  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  narration,  and  it  is  obferved^ 
that  Virgil  almofl:  always  begins  a  defcrip- 
tion  with  a  monofyllable  : 

Efi  in  fecejfu. 

And  twenty  other  examples  I  have  fecn 
laid  together  by  Pontanus. 


LETTER    XCIII. 
Mr.    Bacon   to  Mr.   Jeffreys. 

,D  £  A  R   S I  R»  Cambridge,  Oa,  26,  1731. 

jr\^S  to  your  "  rhetoric,"  I  profefs  I  am 
at  a  lofs  for  the  author  of  it  -,  I  fuppofe  it 
to  be  fomebody  about  bifhop  Andrews's 
time,  a  long  time  ago,  before  the  "  flood,** 
as  I  think  Mr.  Dryden  calls  the  grand  rebel- 
lion.   And  I  can  only  anfwer  it  by  another 

of 


of  the  famous  fir  John  Check,  viz.  "  Wherd 
•'  treafon  is  above  reafon^  and  tnigbt  rules 
•'  righj  and  commolioners  arc  better  than 
**  commiffitmerSj^ with  fuch  pretty  jin- 
gle  

.  •  .  As  to  my  French  critic  •,  he  is 
making  a  comparifon  between  Homer  and 
Virgil,  and  obferves,  very  judicioufly, 
"  that  Virgil  has  given  the  fineft  example 
"  of  unlawful  love,  that  ever  was,  in 
"  Dido  5  and  Homer  the  moft  beautiful 
"  inftance  of  conjugal  love,  that  is  any 
^*  where  to  be  met  with,  in  Andromache.'*^ 
So  far  he  is  right  ^  but  what  I  obje£i:  to,  is 
this ;  he  fays,  **  the  fupper  of  Alcinoiis  is 
"  the  bcft-Gontrived  entertainment  that  can 
"  be;  and  that  Dido's  fupper  in  Virgil 
"  is  not  even  within  the  rules  of  bienjiance. 
"  In  Homer,  (he  fays,)  they  fing  th^  ad- 
*^  ventures  and  gallantries  of  the  gods ;  in 
••  Virgil,  matters  of  philofophy,  the  ftars^ 
**  and  the  tides,  and  I  know  not  what  all. 
♦*  — Place  Dido*s  feaft  in   Phaeacia,   and 

*  See  the  laft  letter,  p.  21. 
Vol.  II.  E  "  Alci- 
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«  Alcinoiis's  in  Carthage,  and  all  will  be 
**  right.'*  And,  I  believe,  the  Frenchman 
would  have  done  indeed  juft  fo.  But  Virgil 
undcrftands  decency  a  little  better.  What ! 
fhould  Dido,  that  fevere  widow  and  queen, 
whofe  heart,  till  that  time,  was  in  the  grave 
with  Sicha»us,  and  had  defpifed  larbas,  and 
I  know  not  how  many  lovers  more,  have 
nothing  but  bawdy  fongs  fung  at  her  table, 
the  dulciafutta  of  the  gods,  to  tell  ^neas, 
from  the  very  beginning,  what  (he  was 
thinking  of?  That  would  have  been  an 
advance  indeed !  And  as  to  the  philofophy, 
which  he  thinks  improper,  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  country  Dido  came  from, 
was  near  the  original  of  aftronomy,  and  at 
that  time  the  moft  learned  part  of  the 
world:  befides,  the  Phoenicians  dealing 
wholly  in  navigation,  the  ftars  and  the 
tides,  and  the  length  and  (hortnefs  of  the 
days  were  fubjedls  that  concerned  them. 
And  it  had  almoft  the  dignity  of  a  hymn, 
or,  as  formerly  here  in  England,  a  chapter 
of  the  bible.  This,  I  think,  is  enough 
to  prtfcrve  Virgil's  iti^^  from  tranfporta- 
tion ;  to  rehabilitate  it  in  the  place  where 

it 
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It  is ;  and  to  fave  It  from  the  fate  of  fir 
John  Daw*s  fuppcr,  to  be  carried  over  the 
way. 

The  author  I  blame  in  this,  is  Vigneul 
Marville,  who^  however,  has  many  good 
things  in  him.  I  forgot  to  fay,  that  Atlas, 
who  was  fuppofcd  to  live  in  Afric,  had 
taught  lopas,  which  makes  it  ftill  more  pro-r 
per  for  the  place  where  they  were.  Take  it 
which  way  you  will,  'tis  excufable  enough : 
this  lall  I  have  from  the  common  notes. 

As  to  your  notion  of  tranfpofitions,  f 
think  it  does  not  at  all  affeft  the  merit  of 
the  poet;  for  it  is  certain,  that  the  con- 
ftraint  of  verfe,  and  even  of  rhyme,  as  it 
is  a  hindrance  to  the  writer  in  fome  things, 
fo  that  very  conftraint  occafions  many  of 
the  beauties  of  poetry,  to  thofe  who  havd 
the  genius  to  get  over  it,  as  every  good 
poet  h^s.  But  it  would  require  too  long, 
and  too  philofophical  a  difcuflion  to  go 
through  with  the  proof  of  it.  I  have  an 
idea  how  ic  may  be  dea>onftrated. 


:ou 
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LETTER    XCIV. 
Mr.  Bacon  to  Mr.  jEFrnErs. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cambridge,  Dec.  to,  1732. 


I 


THANK  you  kindly  for  your  enter- 
taining letter,  but  muft  be  fhort  in  my 
preface,  having  two  long  points  to  anfwer. 
You  talk  to  me,  as  of  a  ierra  auftralis  in- 
cognita^ about  two  authors  that  I  am  par- 
ticularly acquainted  with ;  I  mean,  if  by 
**  father  Hardin^^  you  intend  "  father  Har^ 
♦*  dciiin"  which  I  fhould  hardly  imagine. 
Malebranche  I  was  complete  matter  of- 
above  twelve  years  ago,  and,  of  what  you 
call  "  j^gon/*  I  dare  fay,  I  undcrftand  » 
much  as  the  author  himfelf  did.  I  know 
full  well  all  his  faults,  and  had,  many 
years  firice,  a  defign  to  have  extrafted  his 
good  things,  by  way  of  ana  *,  and  left  the 
bad  behind.     His   fcheme  about  ^*  ideas, 

*  Like  Meaagianay  ffkctiana,  kc. 

*•  union 
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«  union  with  God/'  &c.  is  unintelligible 
nonfenfe,  come  from  what  father  it  will ; 
but  he  muft  be  a  critic  in  confequences 
indeed,  that  can  extract  atheifm  out  of 
nonfenfe.  But,  not  to  run  down  Male- 
branche  neither ;  for  a  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature,  in  all  its  branches,  the  imagi- 
nation, tlie  fenfes,  the  inclinations,  and  the 
paifions,  no  man  has  (hewn  a  greater  and 
more  comprchenfive  underftanding.  And 
for  ftyle,  he  is  the  moft  noble,  the  moft 
magnificent,  and  the  clearcft  writer,  I  may 
very  near  fay,  that  ever  I  read.  Is  Plato, 
whofe  fucceffor  Malcbranchc  is,  defpifcd, 
becaufe  his  principles  are  unintelligible, 
when  the  beauty  of  imagination  is  fo  great 
in  his  works  ?  Malcbranchc  has  hkewife 
written  againft  imagination  with  the  fined 
imagination  that  can  be.  As  to  the  objec- 
tion of  **  atheifm,'*  I  always  thought  him 
bigottedly  fuperftitious,  and  that,  like  his 
mader,  Plato,  he  was  as  proper  a  man  as 
could  be,  to  have  difcovered  the  Triniia" 
rian  notion,  before  it  was  revealed,  by 
mere  flrength  of  thinking  out  of  the  way. 
But  the  clergy,  I  am  afraid,  of  all  na- 
tions, 
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MhSf  haVe  an  arch-chemic  power  to  pro^ 
ducc  athcifm  in  what  foil  they  pleafe ;  or 
elfe  not  even  a  Jefuit  could  have  charged 
fo  devout  a  man  as  Malebranche^  with  it  i 
a  man,  who  thought  of  nothing,  but  the 
love  of  God,  and  moral  duties,  all  his 
life  \  and  (hewed  a  contempt  for  all  things 
elfe.  Confequences,  efpecially  where  prin- 
ciples are  dark,  may  be  wire-drawn  any 
how. 

I  have  a  long  article  for  yoU  about  father 
Hardoiiin,  if  he  be  the  man  you  mean  ; 
but  I  durft  not  venture  to  affront  you  fo 
much,  as  to  fuppofe  you  can  want  infor- 
mation upon  the  fubjed:  of  the  famous  edi- 
tor of  Pliny,  the  great  chronologer,  me- 
dalift,  geographer,  and  flill  more-  famous 
for  his  fcheme  to  prove  all  the  ancient  au. 
thors,  (fathers  and  all)  fuppofuitious  *.  I 
never  heard  of  any  father  Hardin  fo  late  as 
you  fpeak  of. 


•  P.  Hardouin  excepted  Cicero's  works,  Virgiri 
georgicty  Horace's  fatires,  and  epiftles,  and  Pliny's 
natural  hiftory«     M.  Le  Clerc,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 

Addifon, 
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1  entirely  agree  with  you  about  Cowky^ 
and  am  fb  far  from  any  incendiafy  defign 
^pon  him,  that  I  like  his  Davideu^  which 
is  the  work  we  are  fpeaking  of,  (fhall  I 
venture  to  fav  it?)  bcft  of  all  his  works, 
I  am  fure,  the  fineft  things,  fome  of  them, 
that  we  have  in  our  mock  heroic  poems, 
are  imitated  from  thence.  No,  it  muft 
be  a  Zoilus,  not  an  Ariftarchus,  who 
would  do  that.  He  was  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  very  fine  parts.  But  a  defultory 
life,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  unfortunate^ 
will  hinder  any  man  from  coming  to  that 
perfection,  for  which  nature  defigncd  hinru 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  affedkioHate,  and 

moft  obliged  humble  fcrvant, 

M.    BACON, 

Addifon,  (dated  Amftcrdam,  Feb.  ti,  1709,  and 
publifticd  in  SwilVs  ••  works,")  fays,  "  The  Je- 
♦•  fuits  of  Paris  have  condemned  in  the  ftrongeft 
•*  terms  the  fentimcnts  of  fkthex*  Hardoiiin,  and 
9*  have  obliged  him  to  recant  them  in  a  fhamefol 
«*  manner."    He  died  at  Paris  in  1729,  aged  83. 

Vol.  II.  F  LETTER 
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LETTER     XCV, 

k 

Earl  of  Orrery*  toTHO.  SotTTHERNE,Elc|-,f 
MY  DEAR  OLD  MAN,        Marfton  Xf  Nov.  I,  173^ 


A 


T  my  arrival  at  this  dear  and  delight- 
fill  place  I  was  welcomed  with  a  letter  from 

•  Alfo  earl  of  Corke  in  1753,  (on  the  death  of 
his  third  coufio,  Richard  earl  of  Burlington  and 
Corke)  the  tranflator,  and,  in  his  own  letters,  the 
rival,  of  Pliny.  He  died  at  Marfton  in  17629 
aged  56. 

t  This  celebrated  dramatic  writer  was  born  at 
Dublin,  and  received  the  firft  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  that  univerfity,  but  afterwards,  in  the  year 
1678,  he  went  to  England,  and  entered  himfelf  in 
the  Middle  Temple.  At  the  time  of  the  duke  of 
Monmouth's  invanon  he  had  a  captain's  commifEon 
in  king  James's  army.  He  wrote  feveral  plays  with 
different  fuccefs,  and  having  acquired  a  handfome 
fortune,  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  days  in  quiet. 
His  plays  participate  too  much  of  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  age  in  which  they  were  written  ;  but  he  lived 
long  enough  to  fee  and  lament  it.  He  died  in 
1746,  aged  86. 

X  Near  Frome  in  Somerfetfhire,  a  feat  purchafod  . 

of 
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70U,  which  had  lain  fome  days  oh  m^ 
table.  Tonr  commands  will  be  ever  obeyed 
by  me  with  pleafure,  which  is  dill  in- 
creafed  by  your  dcfiring  to  know  how  we 
go  on  in  the  gardens.  We  are  hard  at 
work  both  within  and  without  doors,  but 
in  the  gardens  we  are  outdoing  Hannibal, 
and  working  through  rocks  more  obdurate 
than  the  Alps.  This  difficult  tafk  is  un- 
dertaken in  order  to  complete  the  three 
hanging  terraces  that  (hall  exceed  any  of 
the  eaftern  gardens  y  perhaps  too  to  in- 
dulge a  fecret  pride,  that  from  the  loweft 
of  thcfe  I  may  look  down  on  the  higheft 
<rf  my  neighbours.  The  wood-walk,  which 
I  defigned  a  labyrinth,  is  almoft  finilhcd. 
Three  little  fountains,  at  three  fcvcral  di- 
ftances^  idd  to  the  beauty  of  the  place. 
The  goddefs  of  fpring,  and  her  follower 
the  deity  <rf  the  fummer,  ftand  fmiling  at 
the  beautiful  profpeft  in  the  diftant  vale, 
while  BacchusT,  in  another  cabinet  of  wood, 

of  fir  John  Hippcflcy  by  thtf  firft  carl  of  Corke.  It 
was  formerly  part  of  the  eilate  of  Edmund  earl  of 
Cornwall. 

F  2  prcfents 
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prcfcnts  you  with  the  produce  of  the  au<- 
tump,  to  banifh  melancholy  and  diffipatc 
.gloomy  thoughts.  Winter  is  feen  (hivcr^ 
ingin  a  corner,  to  remind  us  of  moruUty* 
and  I  think  I  muft  carry  a  death's  head 
always  in  my  pocket,  left  the  charms  of 
Marfton  malcc  me  forget  to  hope  one 
day  to  be  an  Inhabitant  of  the  kingdom,  of 
heaven.;  Near  the  uppermpft  fountain  \% 
to  ftand  a  feat,  ereded  according  tQ  a 
plan  of  your  faithful  fcrvant ;  two  little 
clofets  at  each  end,  one  of  which  will 
contain  a  couch,  are  the  places  where  you 
and  Phyllis  ipay  confummate  your  unfi- 
niHied  loves,  and  where  I  may  count  my 
beads,  and  fay  my  mattins. 

I  have  now  told  you  all  that  will  bt: 
'finilhed  next  fummen  I  am  fcratching 
out  upon  paper  ten  thoufand  defigns  for 
the  other  parts  of  the  gardeps,  and  my 
plans  commonly  fharc  the  fame  fate  that  I 
wilh  may  befall  all  my  works,  they  arc 
throvyn  into  the  fife  and  forgotten. 


Fronfi 
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From  the  gardens  if  you  will  enter  th* 
houle,  you  will  fee  a  reprefentacion  of  the 
golden  age ;  the  cats,  the  dogs,  the  birds» 
the  children,  the  mafter,  and  the  fervants, 
0mnes  fine  vindice  tuti.  Lions  at  Marfton 
would  lofc  their  .  fiercenefs  -,  the  panther 
would  grow  tame :  within  my  territories 
the  emperor  and  the  king  of  France  would 
be  reconciled  •,  whilft,  like  my  firft  parent, 
I  ftand  in  the  garden  which  my  great  Cre- 
ator hath  planted  for  me,  and  where  he 
hath  made  every  tree  pleafant  to  the  figbt^ 
nor  can  I  fall  but  by  difobedience,  from 
which  perhaps  your  prayers,  and  my  own 
endeavours,  may  preferve  me.  I  well  re- 
member that  my  mother  Eve  tempted  my 
poor  weak  father  Adam,  and  loft  him  Pa- 
radife :  wonder  not  therefore,  my  good 
friend,  if  I  chufe  Paradifc,  and  refufe 
woman. — The  groves  of  Marfton —but  I 
am  returned  to  the  garden,  when  I  was 
juft' going  to  carry  you  into  the  hall.  There 
you  will  fee  as  fine  a  fet  of  arms,  as  are 
in  his  majefty's  three  kingdoms :  piftures 
and  marble  tables  adorn  other  fides  of  the 

room. J 
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room  ;  but  I  am  more  delighted  with  the 
profpeft  froni  the  windows,  than  from  the 
moft  magnificent  moveables  that  can  be 
invented.  The  great  dining-room  is  co- 
vered with  piftures :  two  beautiful  canary** 
birds  hang  near  the  windows,  and  however 
delighted  I  may  fometimes  be  with  Italian 
mufi(;o  thefe  choiriiters  charm  my  ears  more 
than  the  fofceft  notes  of  Cuzzoni's  voice 
ever  did.  In  this  room  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  entertain  one  of  the  greateit  mem 
of  this  nation,  your  much  honoured  lord 
Carteret  *•,  with  him  were  lord  Wey- 
mouth f ,  &c. 

Our  champaign  flew  about  with  the 
alacrity  it  ufually  does  in  this  houfe,  nor 
is  the  mafter  ever  better  pleafed  than  when* 
he  has  an  opportunity  of  improving  him- 
fclf  by  the  converfation  and  countenance 
of  fuch  men.     I   am   then,  methinks,   in- 

*  Afterwards  earl  of  Granville^  on  the  death  of 
his  mother  in  1744. 

t  Father  of  the  prefent  vlfcount,  and  foo-in-law  to 
lord  Cartcrer. 

the 
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the  fame  fituation  in  which  a  Greek  epi- 
gram^  which  Fenton  ^  has  tranQated,  puts 

•  •*  Mr.  Fenton,"  fays  this  noble  writer  in  a  letter 
to  Mr,  Daocombey  dated  in  17569  **  was  my  tutor  ; 
*'^e  taught  me  to  read  Engliih,  and  attended  me 
^  through  the  Latin  tongue  from  the  age  of  feven  to 
*'  thirteen.  When  I  became  a  man»  a  confhnt  and 
**  free  friendihip  fnbfifted  between  us.  The  fad 
***  which  Mr.  Warton  afierts  concerning  him  [in  the 
**cflay  on  Pope]  is  far  from  being  true.  He 
^*  tranilated  double  the  number  of  books  in  the  O- 
**  dyffey  that  Pope  has  owned.  His  reward  was  a 
•*  trifle,  an  errant  trifle.  He  has  even  told  me,  that 
"  he  thought  Pope  feared  him  more  than  he  loved 
**  him :  he  had  no  opinion  of  Pope's  heart,  and  dc- 
«•  dared  him,  in  the  words  of  bilhop  Atterbur}', 
'*  mens  cnrva  in  corpore  curvo.  Poor  Fenton  died 
**  of  a  great  chair,  and  two  bottles  of  port  a  day. 
^<  He  was  one  of  the  worthiell  and  modefleil  men 
••  that  ever  belonged  to  the  court  of  Apollo.  Tears 
'*  arife  when  [  think  of  him,  though  he  has  been 
"  dead  above  twenty  years." 

Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Gay,  dated  July  20,  I750» 
juft  after  Fenton's  death,  mentions  him  in  much  the 
fame  manner:  "  I  have  juH  received  the  news  of 
*'  the  death  of  a  friend  whom  I  eHeen^ed  almoU  as 
**  many  years  as  you ;  poor  Fenton !  He  died  at 
"  Eaft-hamftcad  [lady  Trumbull's]  of  indolence  and 

"  inaaivitv/V 
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old  Homer;  I  am  lifteningto  Apollo  fing* 
ing,  and  dealing  his  fong  from  him. 

•«  inadlivity."  The  writer  of  Fenton's  life  in  the 
*<  fupplement  to  the  Biographia/'  p;  50,  fays,  thac 
*'  being  difmifled  from  his  employ  of  fecretary  to  the 
**  earl  of  Orrery  in  1705,  he  gladly  accepted  the 
"  oflFer  of  the  frec-fchool  at  Sevenoak  in  Kent,"  It 
appears,  however,  from  the  above,  that  Fenton  was 
feveral  years  afterwards  totor  to  his  lordfliip's  fon 
(then  lord  Boyle)  and  for  that  reafon  probably  **  his 
**  falary"  (as  mentioned  by  the  biographer)  mighr 
be  **  continued  to  him." 

As  Sevenoak  is  but  five  miles  from  Penfhurft,  if 
we  had  not  fuch  good  vouchers  for  his  indolence,. we 
fiiould  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  a  man  of  Mr. 
Fenton's  taile  and  genius  never  vifiting  that  feat  of 
the  mufes,  that  Englifh  Arcadia,  like  ancient  Greece 
the  theme  of  poeU,  the  nurfe  of  heroes.  If  he  had, 
he  could  not  have  faid,  in  his  obfervations  on  thefe 
lines  of  Waller  "  at  Pcnihurft," 

Go,  boy,  and  carve  this  paffion  on  the  bark  - 
Of  that  old  tree,  which  (lands  the  facred  mark 
Of  noble  Sydney's  birth 

•*  Thefe  veHcs  apparently  refer  to  fome  tree  in 

*•  Penfhurft.park,  that  was  planted  at  the  birth  of 

•  «*  the  famous  fir  Philip  ;  of  which  there  is  now  no 

**  tradition  remaining  in^  the  family ;  but  we  may 

'*  apply 
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i  will  hot  tire  you  with  a  defcription  qf 
,tny  other  parts  of  the  houre,  with  which 
you  are  already  well   acquainted.     The 
d^s  are  now  grown  Ihort ;  I  have  there- 
fore prepared  all  the  amufoments  \yithin 

*' apply   to  i(   wbat    Cicero  f^yt  of,the   Maiiail 
• «  oak,  &c;" 

This  tree  was  in  being  till  the  year  1768,  when  it 
was  cut  down  by  the  late  Algernon  Sydney,  efq; 
not  long  before  his  death,  thus  expiring  with  th« 
name  and  family  to  which  it  owed  its  origin,  and 
now  indeed,  like  the  Sydneys,  living  only  in  hif- 
^ory,  tradition,  and  fong; 

Ben  Johnfon  mentions  it  in  the  following  manner  7 

**  That  later  tree,  which  of  an  oak  was  fet, 

^*  At  his  great  birth,  where  all  the  mufes  met«" 

And  this  hint  the  late  Mr.  Cov^otry  (author  .of 
«*  Poropey  the  little")  has  improved  into  a  beautiful 
*'  epiibde  in  his  poem  **  on  Pcnihuril,"  printed  in 
•*  Dodiley's  colledtion,'*  vol.  iv.  p.  50. 

Mr.  Coventry  wrote  «•  an  infcription"  for  the 
fame  oak,  which  is  printed  in  the  **  Gentleman's 
^*magawnc'*  for  1760,  p.  184. 

Vol.  11.  G  doors 
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^oors  that  will  make  a  folitar^  life  agree-' 
able.  When  my  children  are  put  to  bed, 
I  betake  myfelf  either  to  the  ftudy  of  hif- 
tory,  poetry^  or  natural  philofophy,  and 
with  thefe  I  make  fliift  to  fit  up  till  to- 
wards eleven;  and,  then,  like  Othello,  I 
put  out  the  light,  and,  without  his  guik, 
wi(h  for  Defdemona ;  but  in  vain  • !  And 
if  I  am  ever  melancholy,  it  is  then,  when 
I  cannot  help  repeating  what  that  black 
monfler  fays,  with  the  additional  horror  of 
foul,  which  attends  murder, 

**  My  wife !  my  wife !  what  wife?  I  hare  bo  wifel 
**  O  infupportable !  O  heavy  hour ! 

Sometimes  indeed,  unluckily  enough  for 
my  friends,  I  am  in  a  humour  to  write 
long  letters,  and  that,  you  fee,  is  the  pre- 
fent  turn  of  my  temper,  for  I  have  been 
gazing  at  dried  butterflies,  hornets,  and 
beetles,  'till  I  remembered  1  was  a  letter  in 

•'Henrietta  cocntcfi  of  Orrery,  daughter  to  the 
carl  of  Orkney,  died  in  1732.  See  her  character 
(arid  cpiuph)  in  lord  Orrery'*  **  Pliny,"  vol.  ii, 
p.  183, 

your 
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your  debt,  and  fo  took  a  rcfolution  to  pay 
you  with  intereft. 

Lord  Boyle  *  is  very  much  your  humble 
fcrvant.  He  is  employed  all  day  lor^  on 
my  errands,  which  he  executes  without 
the  leaft  miftake.  He  puzzles  me  fome- 
times  with  his  quellions,  and  mak^s  me' 
bluih  with  his  obfervations.  I  endeavour 
to  turn  off  the  difcourfe  as  well  as  I  can ; 
but  if  I  do  not  take  care,  the  boy  will 
ibon  grow  too  wife  for  me,  and  find  out 
that  there  are  but  few  years  difference  m  » 
our  age,  and  much  fewer  in  our  under- 
Aandings.  Hammy  f,  who  is  Icfs  fcdate 
than  his  brother,  contents  himfelf  with  his 

*  Charles,  afterwards  fly  led  vifcount  Dangarvan. 
He  was  at  this  time  about  five  years  old.  He  mar- 
ried in  1753  the  daughter  of  Henry  Hoare,  efq; 
and  died  in  1759*  leaving  only  a  daughter.  His 
relidt  is  married  to  lord  Bruce. 

f  The  hon.  Hamilton  Boyje^  afterwards  vifcount 
Dungarvan»  and  on  his  father's  death,  earlof  Corkf, 
i£C.  He  was  at  this  time  about  four  years  old.  H« 
died,  unmarried,  in  1764. 

<j  t  tops 
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tops  and  his  marbles,  without  enqisiriiig^ 
into  the  natural  caufes  of  things :  by  this 
means,  the  youngefl:  bids  fair  to  be  the 
favourite,  for  I  find  I  muft  give  the  other 
a  rap  *  over  the  head  in  my  will,  or  the 
next  age  will  quite  forget  me.  Betty  f  Ui 
the  crranteft  romp  in  Chriftendom,  Sho 
talks  as  faft  as  any  of  her  fex,  and,  like 
moft  fine  ladies,  in  a  dialeft  not  eafy  to  be 
underftood.  Sicknefs  and  indolence  trem- 
ble at  the  fight  of  her,  for  fhe  is  the  pic- 
ture of  health,  and  a  ^'  veritable'*  Mif^ 
Hoyden. 

The  great  king  Nobby  J  brought  me 
home  fafe  in  the  dark  lal^  night,  and  the 

*  His  lordfllip,  it  is  probable,  here  fpoke  fee- 
lingly, with  an  ailufion  to  the  cruel  and  moil  unde* 
fcrved  "  rap*'  that  he  had  received  from  his  owa 
father,  in  the  bequeft  of  his  library,  confining  of 
above  10,000  valuable  books,  and  a  vtry  fine  col- 
leAion  of  mathematical  inftruments,  to  Chrifl- 
charch,  Oxford. 

t  Lady  Elizabeth  Boyle,  now  the  reliA  of  fit 
Thomas  Worflcy,  bart. 

I  A  favourite  horfc,  whofe  life  by  great  care  was 
prolonged  to  the  uncommon  age  of  34. 

invincible 
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invincible  Hcdor  ♦  is  faithful  and  coUf 
r^eous  ililL  Our  aviary  has  received  n 
great  lofs  by  the  death  of  a  favourite  par^ 
roquet,  who  died,  as  he  lived,  with  filcncc 
and  tranquillity ;  he  has  left  a  difconfolate 
widow,  ^ho,  we  feared,  would  not  have 
furvived  him,  but,  to  my  great  joy,  has 
admitted  the  addrefies  of  an  Indian  nigh- 
tingale, who  courts  her  every  morning  with 
a  fong.  This  is  the  ftate  of  men  and 
beafts  at  Marflon ;  whilft  our  neighbours 
have  their  nriisfortunes.  Lord  Weymouth 
has  had  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  by  which 
his  life  was  endangered:  lady  Weymouth 
has  mifcarried,  occafioned  by  the  fright 
flie  received  at  feeing  her  lord  brought 
home  bloody  and  lifelefs. 

Great,  undoubtedly,  are  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  enfuing   nuptials  * ;  but  let 

*  A  favourite  grey-houn<J»  who  lived  to  the  ag« 
•f  14.  In  an  invitation  of  Dr.  Swift»  to  Marflon 
(dated  April  3,  1737,)  l°rd  Orrery  fays,  "Heftor 
^*  (hall  fawn  dpon  yon."  Both  thefe  old  fervants 
have  monumental  infcriptions  to  their  memory  in  th# 
gardens  at  Marfton. 

f  Of  the  prince  of  Orangt  and  the  princeft  royal. 

thcni 
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them  bury,  or  let  thcrti  many,  I  am  con-, 
tent,  fo  that  the  fates  permit  me  to  be 
lord  of  Marfton,  and 

Your  humble  fcrvant, 

ORRERY. 


LETTER    XCVI.  • 
From  Edward  Harrison,  Efq; 

5 1  R»  St.  James's  Place,  Sept.  21,  17$^ 


I 


HAVE  looked  over  all  my  poetical 
papers,  but  cannot  find  any  of  Mr.  Hughes's 
writing.  I  believe*  I  gave  a  good  manVt 
foon  after  his  death,  to  his  brother,  and 
fomc  to  your  lady,  I  Ihould  readily  con- 
tribute any  thing  in  my  power;  a  com- 
plete edition  of  the  works  of  a  gentleman, 
for  whom  I  had  fo  great'a  value,  being 
what  I  have  long  dcfircd 

*  This  and  the  twenty-fix  foUowiog  letten  are 
flddrefled  to  Mr.  Dsncombe. 

I 
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;  •  ^  • .  I  could  wifh  the.  alterations  he 
was  forced  to  fubmit  to  make  in  the 
"  Siege  of  Damafcin,"  were  printed,  which 
would  make  fome  of  the  fcenes  more  rea- 
fonably  paflionate,  and  by  confequenc<8 
more  engaging  *. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  fervant, 

E.  HARRISpN. 


I  do  not  doubt  but  you  know  that  Mr* 
Hughes's  life,  as  publifhcd  by  Jacob  % 
.was  written  by  himfelf, 

*  They  are  now  printed  ia  tlic  *'  appendix*'  to 
this  work. 

t  Iq  the  **  livc3  of  th«  poctf.'* 


r 
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LETTER     XCVit 
From  Mr.   Pope. 

SIR,  TwickenhaiB,  Oa.  lo,  i7J4« 

X  AM  obliged  for  the  favour  of  yours. 
I  have  looked  for  the  letter  Mr.  Hughes 
fent  me,  but  cannot  find  it.  I  had  a  great  re- 
gard for  his  merit,  modefty,  and  foftnefs  of 
manners.  He  writ  to  mt  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  death,  concerning  his  play  of  the 
**  Si^ge  of  Damafcus,"  which  is  the  only 
letter  I  can  meet  with. 

I  thank  you  for  the  part  you  are  plcafed 
to  take,  both  in  regard  to  my  health  (which 
*has,  I  thank  God,  been  as  good  as  ufual,) 
and  to  my  reputation,  my  poetical  welfare^ 
which  I  rcfign  as  much  to  Providence  as 
the  other.  But  truly  I  had  not  the  leaft 
thought  of  ftealing  applaufe  by  fuppreffing 
my  name  to   that   **  effay"  *  :    I   wanted 

*  The  **  effay  on  man."  This  work  came  out  fe- 
ptratelyy  the  firft  book  being  publiihcd  in  1732,  and 
ike  lad  in  1734. 

only 
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only  to  hear  truth,  and  was  more  afraid  of 
my  partial  friends  than  enemies.  Bcfides, 
I  reallywas  humble  and  diffident  enough, 
to  diftruft  my  own  performance.  All  I 
can  fay  of  it  is,  that  I  know  it  to  be  art 
honcfl:  bnd 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

A.  POPE, 


LETTER     XCVIIL 
From   the  Rcr.  Dr.  Watts*. 

9  10  From  lady  Abney's  at 

'  Newington,  Nov.  i,  1734. 

OUR  prefcnt  of  a  ticket,  which  en- 
tiries  me  to  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems,"  was 
an  agreeable  furprifc.  My  acquaint:ince 
and  intimacy  with  that  ingenious  gentleman 

•  See  note  on  letter  ii,  vol.  i. 

Vol.  1 1.  H  was 


1 
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Was  in  the  younger  years  of  life  chiefly  > 
our  later  fituations  in  the  world  divided  us 
fo  far  as  to  prevent  frequent  converfation^ 

though  not  to  deftroy  mutual  eftcem* 

Your  lady,  I  believe,  I  have  feen  as  a  child 
in  fome  of  my  ancient  vifits  to  Mn  John 
Hughes,  when  his  brother,  Jabez,  was  a 
little  boy.  White  I  write  thus,  methinks 
I  recall  youth,  and  revive  fome  buried 
ideas.  But  eternity  lies  before  me,  and 
appears  in  a  much  nearer  view.  May  I  be 
found  ready  for  the  important  fummons  !.... 

I  have  feen  the  French  "  Athaliah"  • 
long  ago,  and  bf  your  tranflatioft  t  n^^ 
enjoy  the  Englifh  j  but  a  man  of  my  cha- 
raftcr  muft  not  too  much  indulge  what  re- 
lates to  the  modern  ftage,  becaufe  of  its 
vicious  entertainments.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  dramatic  poefy  might  have  been  ufe- 
ful  to  many  happy  .purpofes,  had  it  always 
been  kept  within  the  bounds  prefcribed  by 

*  By  Racine. 

t  Printed  for  Watts,  1723.  There  have  been  thret 
editions  of  it* 

virtue 
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virtue  and  religion,  ^  Racine  has  done. 
But,  as  you  fay  from  Horace  concerning 
yourfelf,  "  ^id  verum  atq\  decens  curoj  el 
rogo^  ef  onmis  in  hoc  fum^^  fo  I  muft  fay 
(at  lead  fince  my  laft  publiihed  mifcella- 
nies)  Nunc  itaqut  ci  verfus  et  catfra  ludicra 

Mr.  Samuel  Say  *  (of  whom  you  write) 
was  an  old  intimate  of  Mr.  John  Hughes 
at  the  fame  time  with  me,  being  all  feir 
low-ftudents  together  in  logic  and  philofo- 
phy.  He  is  very  lately  fixed  in  London, 
a  minifter  to  that  congregation  which  wa^ 
lately  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cay 
iTmy,    With  all  due  falqtations, 

I  am,  &c. 

L  WATTS, 

«    f  See  note  on  letter  iv»  vol.i,  p.  19, 
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LETTER    XCIX> 
From  Mr.  Pope. 

SIR,  Twit'nainj  Nov.  5,  [1734.] 


I 


AM  ejctremcly  willing  to  bear  any 
teftinlony  of  my  real  regard  for  Mr, 
Hughes,  and  therefore  what  you  mention 
of  my  letter  to  his  brother  *,  after  his 
death  f,  will  be  a  greater  inftance  of  the 
(incerity  with  which  it  was  given :  it  is. 
perfeftly  at  your  fervice.  I  thank  you  for 
the  tenderncfs  with  which  you  deal  in  this 
matter  toward  me,  and  I  eftcem  you  for 
that  which  you  ftiew  to  the  memory  of 
your  kinfman.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will 
diicharge  it  in  a  becoming  manner,  and 
am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedi^np  humble  fervant, 

A.   POPE. 

•  Dc(iring  to  infcrt  it  (whh  Mr.  Pope's  confcnt) 
in  the  memoirs  of  Mr.  Hughes  prefixed  to  his  ^*  po- 
^'  cms."  -f  See  letter  Ixxxiii,  vol.  i. 
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LETTER     C. 
From  Mr.  Baynb. 

SIR,  Edinbargb,  Nov.  21,  1734. 


HAD  the  pleafure  to  receive  a  letter 
from  you,  which  I  would  have  angered 
fooner;  but  this  happens  to  be  a  time 
when  I  have  a  good  deal  of  bufinefs  upon 
my  hands,  in  preparing  for  my  winter 
work,  and  the  inftruftion  of  the  young 
gentlemen  who  ftudy^  the  law  under  my 
care. 

My  fricndftiip  for  Mr.  Hughes,  and  the 
refpedt  I  have  for  his  memory,  make  it 
agreeable  to  me  to  hear  of  any  thing  par- 
ticular relating  to  fo  near  a  relation  of  his 
as  you  are.  You  may  imagine  therefore 
the  account  you  give  me  of  your  family 
was  moft  acceptable.  And,  in  return,  I 
am  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  very  happy  in 
mine.    The  Sfarkkr^  I  am  afraid,  is  not 

now 
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now  fo  proper  a  name  for  Mrs.  Bayne  as  it 
was  when  I  wrote  that  letter  *  you  men- 
tion :  however,  that  part  of  the  brilliant 
which  (he  has  loft,  is  loft  only  by  commu- 
nication, for  Ihe  has  brought  me  two  girls, 
one  of  twenty  and  apother  of  eighteen, 
who  have  caught  it  •,  and  I  have  the  fatif- 
faftion  to  think,  it  is  the  leaft  part  of  their 
value  that  they  are  handfome,  I  have  three 
boys,  the  eldeft  of  feven  years  of  age,  who 
are  all  much  handfomer  than  is  needful  for 
them,  and  the  eldeft  promifcs  fomething  of 
a  genius,  which  I  am  the  apter  to  flatter 
myfelf  with  the  hopes  of,  as  his  eldeft  fifter 
has  it ;  who,  without  being  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  prompted,  has  gone  through  more 
books  than  moft  men  of  twice  her  age 
ufually  do :  and,  which  is  beft  of  all,  fhe 
is  not  fenfible  of  that  fuperiority  fhe  has 
over  moft  of  her  fex.  of  like  age  with 
herfelf. 

I   am    much   pleaied   to  find  you   are 
carrying  on   an  edition  of  Mr,  Hughes's 

•  See  letter  xxv,  voL  i. 
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poetical  works, and  am,   with   a 

iincere  affeftion.  Sir, 

■-XP 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

AL.  BAYNE. 


LETTER     CI. 
From  Mr.  Pope* 

SIR,  Saturday,  ^Jov.  23,  1734^ 

XVa  Y  abfence  from  home  prevented  my 
receiving  your  two  letters  till  this  day.  i 
would  elfe  have  read  your  tragedy  *  wil- 
lingly 5  and  I  beg  you  not  to  take  it  amifs 
that  I  return  your  prefcnt  of  the  tickets^ 
fincc  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  be  there  next 
week,  through  indifpenfable  obligations  in 
the  country  at  fome  diftancc.    I  think  your 

•  **  Lucius  Junius  Brutus,"  then  adling  at  Drury- 
lane  houfe. 

pro- 
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prologue  •  a  good  one,  and  1  think  of 
players  as  T  always  thought  of  players^ 
and  of  the  fon  as  I  thought  of  the  father* 
I  fincerely  wiih  you  fuccefs,  and  am^ 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient 

humble  iervant, 

A.  POPE. 


LETTER     CIL 
From  the  Rev.  Dn  Rundle  +• 

SIR^  Edgcumbety  Dec.  9,  1734^ 


I 


AM  moft  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  the  concern  you  have  expreflcd  for  my 

*    This  prologue^    (which  was  fpoken   by   Mr* 
Milward  with  applaufcy)   had    been    returned    to 
the  aothor,  with  great  contempt^  by  Mr.  Theophilut 
Cibber. 

+  At  this  time  prebendary  of  Durham*  archdeacon 
of  Wilts,  and  chaplain  to  lord  chancellor  Talbot. 

Dr. 
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fiiccefs,'   and  fhall  ever  acknowledge  die* 

.  fricndlinefs  of  the  advice  you  have  given 

mci  thoogh  'tis  by  no  means  proper  for 

Dr.  Rundlc  Ming  rtcomfaeridcd  txS  the  king  by  the 
'  lofd  chancellor  for  the  bilhopric  of  Glouccfter,  (on 
the  death  of  bilhop  Sydall,)  his  appointment  wat 
firenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  bi(hop  of  London  (Dr. 
Gibfon)  frona  a  notion  of  the  doAor*s  being  a  dciftjj 
founded  on  foine  ungaarded  expreOions  which  had 
dropped  from  fiim  fome  years  before  in  a  private 
converfatioh,  at'  which  Mr.  Venn,  (who  was  the  in- 
former) Dr.  Siebbing,  &c.  were  {jrefent.  In  con- 
feqiience  of  this  oppofition,  the  lord  chancellor  was 
at  length  induced  to  withdraw  his  reconimendation,' 
Dr.  Benfon  was  prcinioCcd  to  the  fenglilh  bifliopiic, 
and  Dr.  Rundlc  to  the  bifh6pric  of  Derry  in  Ire- 
land. On  this  flfccafron,  Mr.  PtfltenCy  (afterwards 
earrl  of  Bath)  thvls  expVefTcs  himfelf  in  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Swift,  dated  March  ii,  1734.-?:  "What  do 
*•  you  fay  to  the  buftic  made  here  to  prcveAt 
*^  the  man  from  being  an  Englifh  bifliop,  and 
t^^arfterwardfl^  aflowing  him  to  be  af  goodf  Chrtftiaa 
*'  enough  for  an  Iri(hoDe?  Sure,  the  oppofition,  6s 
**  the  acquiefcencCf  muil  have  been  mod  abominably 
'  '*  fcandialoYis.'  By  ^haf  I  can  learft  6f  Dr.  Run'dlc's 
*'  charadlef,  (fof  I  am  not  in  the  Ictfft  acquainted 
*'  with  hrm  myfelf )  he  is  fat  from  being  the  great 
'*  and  learned  man  his  frieiYdi  vi^ouH  havd  thewoild 
**  believe  him  ;  and  much  farther  yet,  from  the  bad 
V6L.iI*  1  ''matt 
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for  mc  to  follow  it.  The  lord  chancellor  * 
hath  been  pleafed  to  think  his  honour  con- 
cerned more  than  mine,  to  defire  roe  to  be 
quiet  and  eafy,  and  accordingly  I  have 
taken  not  one  ftep  in  this  affair  from  the 
beginning,  and  ihall  be  fatisfied  with  any 

«  man  his  enemies]  reprefent  him.'*  And  Dr. 
Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  dated  Sept,  3,  1735, 
fays,  **  I  have  the  honour  to  know  Dr.  Rundle ;  he 
**  is  indeed  worth  all  the  reft  you  ever  fent  os;  but 
**  that  is  faying  nothing,  for  he  anfwers  yoar  cha« 
"  raacr."  To  which  Mr.  Pope  replies,  "  I  am 
«  glad  you  think  of  Dr.  Rundle  «s  I  do.  He  will 
*'  be  an  honour  to  the  biihops,  and  a  difgrace  to  one 
**  bifhop,  two  things  you  will  like :  bat  what  you 
*'  will  like  more  particularly,  he  will  be  a  friend 
*'  to  human  race  where-ever  he  goes.^-I  never  faw 
^  a  man  fo  feldom  whom  I  liked  fo  much  as  Dn 
*•  Rundle." 

t  In  Cornwall,  the  feat  of  Richard  Edgcumbt^ 
efc^;  created  lord  Edgcumbe  in  1742* 

*  Charles  lord  Talbot,  fo  created  on  receiving  the 
great  feal  in  1733,  the  delight  and  honour  of  his 
country,  both  in  his  judicial  and  miniflerial  capacity. 
He  died  Feb.  14^  1736-7. 

thing 
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thing  that  he  thinks  proper  to  do,  without 
intcrpofing  any  fcheme  of  my  own  in  th<j 
leaft.  I  defire  not  any  preferment  which 
mud  be  owing  to  a  difregard  of  him  and 
his  honour.  If  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
me,  and  the  higheft  friendfliip  for  me,  du- 
ring twenty  years  together,  is  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  teftimony  to  my  reputation,  npr  to 
be  preferred  to  Mr.  Venn's,  I  muft  be 
contented  to  fuffer  at  prefent.  Pofterity 
will  think  his  unexampled  zeal  for  me  the 
higheft  honour,  though  nov  it  is  difre- 
garded.  I  have  not  lived  with  obfcure 
men,  but  have  enjoyed  the  favour  of 
others,  who  are  efteemed  by  all  that  love 
this  nation  and  our  conftitution.  The  late 
fpeaker  *  hath  (hewn  the  fmcerity  of  his 
afFeftion  for  me  on  this  occafion.  He  firflt 
offered  mc  his  friendlhip  on  the  account  of 
a  public  difpute  I  had  againft  Tindal  and 
Collins  at  the  Grecian  coffee-houfe,  in  de- 

•  Spencer  Compton,  created  earl  of  Wilmington 
in  1730.  He  was  fpeaker  of  the  honfe  of  commoni 
all  the  reign  of  George  the  firft.  At  the  titne  of  his 
death,  in  I745»  he  was  fijrft  lord  of  the  treafury. 

I  2  fence 


[    6q    ] 

fence  of  Chriftianity,  and  hath  continue^ 
it  ever  fince.  I  am  an  open  talkative  man  \ 
and  not  one  of  my  acquaintanj:^  ever  fuft 
pefted  my  dilbelicf  of  thp  Chriftian  reli* 
gion  from  any  exprcflion  ch^  ?vt'r  drop? 
from  me,  in  the  moft  unguaFdcd  hour  of 
vehemence  in  difpute,  I  never  omitted  one 
opportunity  of  defending  it  in  private, 
when  the  turn  of  converfation  made  it  der 
cent ;  or  in  public,  when  the  difputcs  of 
the  age  made  it  neceflary-  I  haye  fpokcn 
charges  to  the  clergy,  or  preachpd  on  th? 
mod:  folemn  occafions,  again(t  Collins, 
Woolfton,  Tind^,  a^  multitudes  will  and 
have  tcftified.  But  from  a  chance  conver- 
fation Mr.  Venn  thinks  otherwife.  How 
apt  he  is  to  miftake,  and  report  his  imagi- 
nation, let  his  ufage  of  Dr.  Hutchinfon 
teftify ;  and  I  accufe  him  of  nothing  more, 
But  Dr.  Stebbing  was  affo  offended  with 
what  I  then  faid  i  Let  his  cruel  fhocking 
charge  againft  Dr.  Sykes  witnefs,  how  ea- 
iily  he  is  provoked  to  work  up  the  expref- 
^ons  of  thoie  h9  di(}ike^  into  moft  detefr 
table  meanings.  But  I  forgive  them  both, 
^nd  though  they  treat  me  thus,  I  would 

fervc 
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Icrvethem^  if  I  could,  to-^morrow.  Though 
they  will  not  believe  my  profcflions  of 
Chriftianity,  I  will  always  obey,  and  enjoy 
the  confolation  of  its  precepts  and  pro* 
mifcs.  Thev  may  injure  my  fortune,  but 
ihall  not  my  temper.  I  do  not  doubt  but 
the  bifhop  of  London  thinks  me  a  very 
bad  man ;  and  thinks  in  oppofing  me  he 
doth  GpD  and  the  church  good  ferviccj 
but  it  is  not  me,  but  the  phantom  repre^ 
fenced  to  him  under  my  name,  that  he  fb 
vehemently  oppofes.  If  he  knew  me,  pof-^ 
fibly  I  fhould  have  the  favour  pf  his  efteem 
and  recommendation.  I  only  complain 
that  be  prefers  a  tittle-tattle  hear-fay  cha- 
racter from  men  that  have  no  intimacy  with 
xne,  to  the  dc;ui  of  Chrift-church  •,  whom 
he  loves,  to  all  my  acquaintance,  whom 
he  hath  examined,  to  the  fpeaker,  whom 
he  cannot  but  efteem,  and  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, whom  every  man  in  England  (un- 
Icfs  thofc  who  are  angry  on  this  occafion) 
)oves,  apd  efteems,  and  rejoices  in  his  in- 

f  Pr.  Co]ievbea|«|  aftcfwards  biihop  of  Briftpl. 

?egrity. 
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ftgrity.  I  defire  no  greater  reputation  in 
life  than  to  be  named  the  friend  of  the 
Talbot  family,  who  loves  and  is  beloved 
by  them  all  i  nor  any  nobler  praife  to  be 
infcribed  on  my  grave.  If  thefe  teftimo- 
nies  on  my  behalf  are  infufficient,  I  am 
contented  to  be  difregarded,  and  muft  fub- 
mit  to  an  ufage,  that  is  as  unexampled  as 
undeferved.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
good  wifhes,  and  (hall  be  glad  to  have  i( 
in  my  power  to  alTure  you  that 

I  am,  your  obliged  and 

obedient  humble  fervant, 

THO.  RUNDLE, 


LETTBR 


I 


I   63   3 

.LETTER    CHL' 
From  Mr.  Galltard^ 

SIR,  "  Dec;  10^  I7j4^ 


THANK  70U  for  the  prefcnt  of  tfic 
works  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  long  continued 
fricndfliip  of  whom  was  always  dear  to  me, 
and  whofe  talents  I  valued.  Concerning 
the  paragraph  you  mention,  I  muft  fet  you 
right  in  fome  particulars.  I  did  not  conir 
pore  the  ch^rufTes  to  both  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  tragedies }  for  Signor  Bo^ 
noncini  fet  to  mufic  thofc  of  •*  Marcus 
**  Brutus,"  written  partly  by  the  duke,, 
and  partly  by  Mr.  Pope  •,  and  I  fet  thofc 
to  the  tragedy  of  *y Julius  Caefar,**  entirely 
written  by  his  grace  *. 

I  an ,  Sir, 
Your  moil  iiumble  iervant, 

J,  E.  GALLIARD. 

*  The  author  of  <<  The  Britilh  theatre''  is  there- 
lore  jniftaken    in  laying,  p«  179*  that  ''  the  cho- 

"  ruffes 
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Letter    civ. 

From-Mr.  SouTMERNE.  • 

^^  F»3m  Mr.  Killegrew's  *,  at  SbtnYiHe-hally 
DEAR  SIR,        near  Chelmsford^  Jan.  2,  iJS^S* 

JL  OU  do  me  more  honour  -than  I  de- 
fervc  in  the  fcverarparts  of  your  letter.    I 

I'  ruffes  of  '  both'  there  p/ays  Wtic  fet  to  mafic  hy 
^*  that  great  compofer^  Signor  Bononcini."  The^e 
plays  were'  to  hav^  been  performed  in  the  year  1729 ; 
feat  Englifii  Vokei  being  few,  the  Italians  were  ap(- 
plitd  (Oi  who  demanded  more  for  their  nightly  per- 
fonnance  th^s  the  receipts  of  the  boufe  would 
avvoimt  tOy  at  the  ufyal  raifed  prices ;  and,  on  that 
account,  the  delign  was  dropped.  Mr,  (now  bifhop) 
WarSurton  obferves,  that  **  ttie  two  chorafles  were 
'^  made  at  the  requeft  of  the  duke,  to  addrn  a  Ury 
"  poor  performance  of  his,  and  that  they  have  ifte 
*'  ufual  efFed  of  all  ill-adjufted  ornaments,  they 
**  make  the  meannefs  of  the  pi^e  more  confpicuous." 

*•  Notes  to  the  firft  chorus  ih  vol.  i.  of 
««  Popd's  works,  edit.  Warburton/* 

'  *  See  fetter  xcv,  p.  34,  note  f^ 


; 
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am  not  worthy  to  be  the  fire  of  fo  good 
a  poetical  Ton ;  but  it  has  often  been  that 
the  fon  has  exceeded  the  father  ih  his  own 
profcflion.  Your  epilogue  *  is  very  good, 
and  lady  Sarah  Cowper  -f  did  credit  to  her 
judgment  in  approving  it,  and  an  honour 
to  her  own  charafter  in  praifing  the  de- 
cency with  which  it  is  written  J 

1  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

THO.  SOUTHERNE. 

•  To  Lucius  Junius  Bnitos* 

t  Daughter  of  lord  chancenor  Cowper,  a  lady  dif- 
tinguiflied  for  her  fenfe  and  accompli ihxnenis«  She 
died  unmarried  in  175s, 


Vol,  It.  K  LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     CV. 
From  Mrs.  Rowe  *. 

SIR,  Frome  f,  Jan.  ii,  1734-5. 


T 


HE"  elegy**  J  you   mention  is  at 
your  fervice,  and  (with  my  lord  Orrery's 

*  Thu  pious  and  ingenions  lady^  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Walter  Singer,  a  dKrendngminifler  at  Ilchefter, 
was  at  this  time  the  relid  of  Mr.  Thomas  Rowe,  on 
whoie  death  (in  17 15)  fhe  retired  to  Frome.  She 
died  of  an  apoplexy  Feb.  20,  1736-7.  Her  *•  devout 
**  exercifes"  were  publifhed  by  Dr.  Ifaac  Watts  in 
1737,  and  her  **  mifcellaneous  works  in  verfe  and 
"  profe"  by  Mr.  Thcophilas  Rowe,  her  brother-in- 
law,  in  1739. 

Her  ixaage  liv'd  in  every  kindred  breafl:. 
Thynne,  Carteret,  Blackmore,  Orreiy  approved. 
And  Prior  prais'd,  and  noble  Hertford  lovM ; 
Seraphic  Kenn  and  tuneful  'Watts  were  thine. 
And  virtue's  noblefl  champions  fill'd  the  line. 

Mifs  Aikin,  of  Warrington.  See  her 
**  poems",  latdy  publiihed,  p.  103. 

f  In  Somerfetihire. 

t  On  the  death  pf  the  hon.  Mrs,  Thynne,  mother 

to 
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confent)  the  charming  "  poem'*  it  occa-v 
fioned.  f My.. lord  Orrery's  approbation 
would  be  my  vanity  and  boaft,  if  I  could 
but  pcrfuade  myfelf  I  dcfervcd  it.  The 
poem  of  Mr.  Rowe's  "  on  liberty"  was 
never  finiflied  * ;  but  any  of  the  trifles 
that  I  have  written,  you  may  command 
whenever  you  pleafe.  I  have  a  copy  of 
Mrs,  Madan's  "  elegy  on  Mr.  Hughes,"  f 
and  have  read  it  a  thoufand  times  over 
with  admiration  and  delight :  never  was  a 
charaftcr  painted  with  greater  elegance  and 
juftice.  I  have  often  heard  Mr.  Rbwe 
mention  Mr.  Hughes  with  efteem  and  dif- 
tinftion,  and  think  myfelf  happy  that  you 
have  given  me  an  opportunity  to  exprefs 
the  regard  I  have  to  the  cnemory  of  a  man 
of  his  merit.     I  promife  myfelf  an  agree- 

to  the  conntcfs  of  Hertford.  See  that  and  lord  Or- 
rery's in  Mrs.  Rowc's  ««  works,"  vol.  i,  pp.  164  and 
166. 

•  Itwaspubliihed  in  Mrs.  Rowc's  «'  works,"  vol. 
ii,  p.  325. 

t  Sec  it  prefixed  to  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems,"  vol. 
i,  p.  Ixv.  _ 
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able  entertainment  from  his  '*  works/'  .  • 
^  .  •  •  •  •  .  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

ELIZ.  ROWE. 


LETTER     CVL 
From  Mr,  Baynj.  . 

cjn  Newington  near  Edinburgh^ 

•  Jan.  14,  1734-5. 

A  H  A  V  E  with  great  plcafure  received 
your  letter  of  the  31ft  ult.  as  it  brings  me 
an   account  of  the  good   reception  your 

play  •  has  met  with The  epilogue 

pleafes  me  fo  much,  and  my  eldeft  daugh- 
ter, Anne,  to  whom,  I  imagine,  you  give 
the  name  I  formerly  gave  to  her  mother  -f^, 
that  it  has  raifed  chc  curiofity  of  both  of 

•  "  Lucius  Junius   Brutvis." 

t  See  letter  xxv,  vol.  i. 

us 


f 
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US  to  fee  the  play,  which,  we  fancy,  will  be 
perfcdtly  in  our  tafte,  from  the  general  idea 
of  it  we  conceive  from  the  epilogue. 

I  have  not  yet  anfwered  Mr.  Strahan*s  * 
letter,  but  fhall  now  give  it  you.  All 
the  copies  of  verfes  I  had  of  Mr.  Hughes's, 
which  I  brought  down  to  Scotland  with 
me,  were  taken  from  me  by  fome  one  or 
other  of  my  friends,  which  I  the  more  cafily 
yielded  to,  at  that  time,  as  I  had  them  all 
by  heart,  fo  much  they  pleafed  me.  I  have 
been  recollefting  them  in  my  memory, 
fince  I  received  Mr.  Strahan's  letter,  and 
find  that  I  can  only  make  out  three 
of  them.  One  had  for  title  "  Lucinda's 
**  tea-table  f  ,'*  confiding  of  fix  ftanzas  of 
four  lines  each.  The  other  "  On  the  ingc- 
"  nious  Molinda,  who  excells  in  whatever 
"  fhe  plcafes  X-  And  the  third  confifted  of 
ten  lines,  beginning  thus : 

•  See  letter  xl,  vol.  1. 

f  See  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems,  vol.  i,  p.  96. 
t  Sec  it  (by  another  title)  ia  Mr.  Hughes's  "  po- 
"  cii>»,"  vol.  i,  p.  110.        ' 

«  Whik 
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**  ^Tiilc  circling  healths  infpireyourfprighlly  wit, 
**  And  on  each  glafs  fome  beauty's  name  is  writ,  ^c.*" 

Thcfc,  I  remember,  he  liked  himfelf,  and 
they  carry,  in  the  two  laft  lines,  a  pretty 
thought  of  the  power  of  love  in  favour  of 
the  one  who  has  got  the  firft  poflcflion.    .  • 


A  thoi>ght  occurred  to  me,  when  I  was 
reflcding  upon  Mr.  Hughes's  pretty  man- 
ner of  writing  prole.  I  have  feen  pieces 
•of  his  (poetry  indeed)  but  written  in  profc, 
which  were  charming.  Now  might  it  not 
be  fit  to  give  in  your  preface  fome  idea  of 
your  author's  talents,  in  profe  as  well  as 
nrerfe,  by  inferting  a  Ihort  fpccimen  of 
fome  piece  of  his,  of  that  fort,  which 
'would  fhew  him  to  advantage,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  pleafe  and  entertain  the  reader  ? 
There  is  one  piece  of  this  kind,  which 
would  anfwer  my  view  exadUy.     It   is  a 

•  See  it  in  the  "  appendix"  to  this  work,    it  be- 
ing omitted  in  the  **  poeaij." 

piflurc 
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pifture  of  diftrefs  in  low  life,  which  he  fcnt 
to  the  SpeSaUr^  and  ftands  recorded  there 
under  the  name  of  Amanda  *,  and  is  infe- 
rior to  none  of  the  kind,  in  my  judgment. 
I  remember,  when  that  SpeSator  came  out, 
as  the  paper  wa&  generally  read  at  break- 
faft,  it  mixed  tears  with  a  great  deal  of  the 
tea  which  was  that  morning  drunk  in  Lon- 
i  *  don  and  Weftminfter. 


I 


I  am,  with  moft  finccre  friendfhip,  and 
good  wilhes,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

AL.  BAYNE. 

•  Sfcc  Ac  "  Spcaator/*  voL  v,  numb.  3754 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CVIL 
Prom  Robert  Knight,  Efqv* 

^^^*  Paris,    ]-  March,   17345. 


I 


HAVE  received  your  letter,  and  upon 
reading  it  over  this  morning,  I  find  it  of  fo 
long  a  date  as  September  laft:  this  gives 
me  pain,  left  you  fliould  think,  as  you 
juftly  may,  that  I  have  been  very  much 
wanting  in  refpeft  to  you ;  but  that  is 
what  I  am  not  capable  of,  nor  can  any  one 
be  more  fenfiblc  of  your  merit  than  I  am. 

The  truth  is,  I  put  your  letter  in  my 
coat-pocket  (without  opening)  which  I  left 
off  for  the  winter,  and  upon  putting  it  on 

•  Cafhicr  of  the  South  Sea  company,  in  1720, 
and  father  to  the  late  earl  of  Catherlough.  Mr. 
Knight  received  a  pardon,  and  returned  to  England 
in  17429  though  Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  dated 
Nov,  28,  1729,  fays,  «*  It  is  certain  he  can  never 
**  expc£t  any  favour.**    He  died  in  1 744. 

this 
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this  moment,  I  found  it  there.  The  poft 
will  fct  out  in  an  hour,  fo  I  have  only  time 

to  ihank  you  tor  it I  am 

very  glad,  ^nd  truly  rejoice,  that  a  filler  of 
my  late  dear  friend  Mr.  Hughes  is  fo  hap- 
pily married.  I  loved  him  very  much,  arid 
his  death  grieved  me  the  more,  bccaufe  it 
happened  near  a  time  that  I  could  and 
would  have  given  him  proofs  of  it* -. 

M.  Fontenelle  f  and  M.  TAbbe  Bignon 
are  both  very  well,'  and  favour  me  >^ith 
their  company  now  and  then  at  dinner. 
You  fay,  that  "  you  hope  the  former 
•*  paflcs  through  the  laft  ftage  of  life  with 
"  a  gradual  and  painlefs  decay  •,"  and  I 
can  tell  you,  that  he  paflts  it  fo  very  chear- 
fully  amongft  his  friends,  and  is  fo  entcr- 

•  Viz.  at  the  beginning  of  the  South-fea  year. 

t  Secretary  to  the  French  academy^  This  cele- 
brated aathor  died  in  1756,  when  he  was  abo?e  an 
hundred  years  of  age.  Voltaire  declares  him  to 
hav«  been  the  mod  univerfal  genius  that  the  age  of 
Lewis  XIV  produced^  and  compares  him  to  lands 
fituatcd  in  fo  happy  a  climate  as  to  produce  all  forts 
of  fruit, 

Vol.  II.  L  taining. 
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taining,  that  one  would  think  he  did  not 
yet  feci  any  decay  at  all. 

I  will  vifit  him  in  -a  day  or  two,  and  let 
him  know  how  kindly  you  afk  after  him. 
Mrs.  Knight  *  claims  him  as  her  gallant, 
and  I  know  fome  others  who  contend  for 
him  too,  fo  you  may  imagine  he  is.  not  old. 
Very  few  are  fo  at  Paris  -,  they  pafs  from 
youth  to  the  grave  very  merrily. 

I  will  afk  hip  about  M.  Boileau's  "  hif- 
«  tory  of  Lewis  XIV."  The  laft  I  heard 
of  it  was,  that  it  would  be  publiflied  foon, 
but  I  hear  nothing  yet  of  its  being  fo  f. 

*  Sifter  to  fir  Thomas  Robinlbn,  bare,  after  Mr. 
Knight's  death  married  to  James  Creflety  efq;  (fecrc- 
tary  to  the  late  princefs  dowager  of  WsAcs)  and  iince^ 
dead. 

f  M.  Boilcaa  was  fixed  upon  by  the  king  to  write 
his  hidory,  in  conjun£lion  with  M.  Racine,  in  Oc- 
tober 1677.  This  work,  however,  if  written,  has 
not  been  publifhed.  M.  dc  Valincourt  wrote  thus 
to  the  Abbe  Olivet  on  this  fubjeft :  "  MefT.  Def- 
**  preaux  and  Racine  having  for  fome  time  endea- 
••  vnurcd  to  write  that  hiftor}',  they  foon  found  that 

««  fuch 
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I    fcribble  in-  great  hafte,    but   am,  with 
great  refpeft. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  and 

moft  humble  fervant, 

R.  KNIGHT* 


^*  foch  a  work  did  not  at  all  fuit  their  geaios,  and, 
•*  bendesy  they  juftly  thought  that  thehiftory  of  fuch 
*'  a  prince  as  the  late  king  was,  filled  with  To  great 
"  and  extraordinary  circumftances,  conld  not  well 
**  be  written  till  an  hundred  years  after  his  death, 
"  except  one  would  conipofe  it  only  from  infipid 
**  cxtrads  of  the  public  news-papers,  as  fomc  pitiful 
**  writers  have  done,  who  ventured  to  write  that 
"  hillory." 

Hift.  de  racadcmic  Fran9oifc  par  d'Olivct, 
p.  371.    Paris  edit. 
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LETTER     CVIII. 
From  Mrs.  Porter. 

SIR,  Highwood-hill  ^,  Marcl^  27,  1735* 

i^INCE  the  receipt  of  yours,  I  have 
been  in  daily  expeftation  of  a  fummons 
from  Mr.  Fleetwood,  at  which  time,  ere  I 
returned,  I  purpofed  to  have  waited  on 
you  with  my  thanks  for  the  favour  of  your 
tragedy,  having  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
it  the  laft  time  it  was  afted ;  and  though  I 
have  no  pretcnfion  to  the  compliment  you 
make  me,  muft  own,  I  was  very  much  en- 
tertained, and  glad  to  fee,  once  more,  4 
good  tragedy  upon  the  ftage,  and  fo  po- 
lite an  audience ;  only  forry  it  did  not  ap^ 
pear  at  a  time  when  the  town  in  general 
had  a  better  relifh  for  virtue  and  good 
fcnfe. 

You  do  me  a  great  deal  of  juftice,  in 
believing  that  I  fhall  be  extremely  pleaicd 

'  NcAT  Hendon,  Middlcfex. 

with 
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with  every,  and  even  the  leaft,  produdion 
of  Mr,  Hughes's  *,  and  am  glad  his  re- 
mains are  fallen  into  the  hands  of  fo  capa* 
blc  and  worthy  an  editor*,  who,  I  am 
perfuaded,  will  perform  that  facred  truft 
with  fuch  purity  and  zeal  as  will  exprefs 
the  gentleman  and  the  friend.     ^ 

I  am,  with  much  refped.  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.  PORTER  f. 


*  Mrs.  Porter  a^ed  the  part  of  Eadocia  in  the 
**  Siege  of  Damafcas,"  at  its  firft  reprefentation  in 
1719. 

t  This  excellent  afirefs  had  been  loft  to  the  ftage 
ever-fince  the  year  1730,  by  the  misfortune  of  a 
diiloca^  limb  from  the  overturning  of  a  chaifc. 


/ 
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LETTER     CIX.    . 

From  Mrs.  Rpwe. 

.  5  I  R, .  Frome,  AprU  S,  [1755,] 

•  A  HE  tragedy  you  were  fo  obliging  to 
fend  nie,  lias  given  mc  a  very  jufl:  and  Xm- 
ccre  entertainment.  The  fentiments  are 
truly  noble,  and  expreficd  with  a  becoming 
grandeur  and  elegance.  The  charadlcf  of 
Lucia  is  perfedly  amiable,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  moving  than  the  lafl  fcene 
.between  Titus  and  his  father.  Their  par- 
ting touches  every  generous  fcnument  in 
the  human  foul : 

Opea  your  arms  to  yonr  relenting  Ton, 
Give  him  the  comfort  of  one  kind  embrace. 
Before  he  is  remov'd  for  ever  from  you  ! 
O  fay,  at  leaH^  that  Brutus  does  not  hate  him. 

Without  any  forced  ornament,  nature  fpeaks 

litre  with  all  its  prevailing  energy 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  fer/ant, 

ELIZ.  ROWE. 
LETTER 
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LETTER     ex. 
Fiom  Mr.  Pope. 

SIR,  [Twickenham,  May  6,  1735.3 


M, 


.ANY  thanks  for  your  kind  prefent, 
in  which  I  find  feveral  plcafmg  and  very 
corred  pieces  of  his  [Mr.  Hughes's]  which 
were  new  to  me.  I  beg  you  to  accept  of 
the  new  volume  of  my  things  juft  printed, 
which  will  be  delivered  you  by  Mr,  Dodf- 
ley  *,  the  author  of  the  Toyjhop^  who  has 
juft  fet  up  [as]  a  bookfeller,  and  I  doubt 
not,  as  he  has  more  fenfe,  fo  will  have 
more  honefty,  than  trxoft  of  that  profeffion. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obliged  humble  iervant, 

A.  POPE. 

*  Mr.  Dodflcy,  much  to  his  honour,  was  the  artfi* 
£ccr  of  his  own  fortune^  having  been  Servant  to  the 
hon,  Mrs.  Lowther,  &:c.  While  he  was  in  fervicef  k« 
publi/hed  fome  poems,  entiiled»  **  The  mufe  in  a 
**  livery.**  He  died  at  his  friend  Mr,  Spence's  at 
Durham  in  Sept.  1764,  and  was  buried  in  that  ca- 
thedral. 

*  LETTER 
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•LETTER     CXL 
From  the  Rev.  Dean  Herrikc  *. 

DEAR  SIR,  Blcchinglcy  t»  May  i^,  1735. 

JL  HAVE  received  and  thank  you  for  the 
books  :!:•  I  have  dipped  into  them,  and 
am  fatisfied,  from  a  fmall  fpecimen,  that 
the  world  is  obliged  to  you»  and  will  thank 
you  for  your  pains  in  collefting  them.  1 
have  made  the  lefs  progrels  for  being  moft 
agreeably  detained  in  the  three  fine  poems 
to  the  honour  of  the  houfe  of  Naflau.  The 
«*  Court  of  Neptune''  §  is  one  of  the;  moft 
beautiful  fe^-pieces  that  I  ever  beheld ;  and 
I  am  fatisfied,  if  a  judicious  pencil  were  to 

^  See  letter  Ixxxv,  vol.  i,  note. 

t  Dr.  Herring  was  prefented  to  this' living  by  fir 
William  Clayton,  baronet,  in  1731,  as  he  was,  a 
lew  months  after,  to  the  deanry  of  Rochcftcr,  by  the 
king. 


J  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems." 
i  Sec  letter  r,  vol.  i,  p.  22. 


fliike 
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ftrikc  otf  the  ideas  of  the  poet  on  caiivas,  the 
|]&£lure  would  be  invaluable.  The  "  guar 
**  dian-fliield**  b  wonderfully  poetical  and 
inftruftive.  Never  furely  were  the  adiona 
of  any  hero  more  agreeably  related  than 
thofe  of  king  William  in  that  fine  defcrip- 
tion  (exadkljr  confonant  to  hiftoi^)  which 
tve  find  in  the  ode  entitled  "  the  Houfe  of 
•*  Nafl^au"  *.  !n  a  word,  I  am  extremely 
delighted,  and  read  Mr.  Hughes's  poems 
iq  a  fort  of  tranfport. 

I  would  fain  think  as  well  of  Mr.  Pope's 
probity  as  I  do  of  his  ingenuity :  but  his 
compliments  to  Bolingbroke  upon  topics 
of  behaviour  in  which  he  is  notorioufly 
infamous,  fo  Ihock  me,  that  they  quite  dif- 
concert  my  good  opinion  of  him.  I  have 
bought  his  works,  however,  in  the  pom- 
pous edition,  and  read  them  witli  peculiar 
pleafurc.    The   brightncfs  of  his  wit,  his 

•  A  pmdaric  ode  (firft  printed  in  1702)  occa- 
floned  by  the  death  of  king  William.  In  the  laf( 
ftanzas  of  it,  Mr.  Hughe*  praved  a  true  prophet  of 
the  glories  that  attended  the  reign  of  queen  Aniic 

Vol,  IL  M  clc- 
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elegant  turns,  his  raifed  fentiments  in  many 
places,  and  the  mufical  cadence  of  his  po- 
etry, charm  me  prodigioufly.  , 

I  am^  Sir, 

Your  very  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

THO.  HERRING. 

LETTER     CXII. 
From  Dr  Watts. 

S  (  R9  Newingtoiiy  May  23,  1735. 

X  OUR   letter,  and  the  prefent  of  Mr. 
Hughes's  **  works,"  were  joyfully  received 

by  me  the  next  day  after  I  faw  you 

Mechinks  I  fee  the  very  man,  my  old  ac- 
quaintance, there,  with  his  temper  andfoftt 
ne(s,  his  wit  and  fprightly  genius,  fprea- 
ding  almoft  over  every  page.  *Twas  well 
Telemachus  took  Mentor  with  him,  when 
he  ventured  into  Calypfo's  ifland,  painted 

by 
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byfuch  a  pencil,  while  the  goddefs  was 
drefled  by  fuch  a  poct^  and  fhe  and  her 
nymph  Eucharis  had  airs  and  fonnecs  gi« 
ven  them  by  fuch  a  maftcr  in  mufic.  But 
my  forrow  f refhens  and  renews  upon  my 
heart,  that  fuch  a  genius  did  not  live  to 
write  more  moral  and  divine  odes  in  ad- 
vanced years,  to  be  a^  counterpoife  to  ail 
the  charms  of  pleafure  and  youth  and 
beauty  which  his  younger  poefy  indulged. 
Yet,  it  muft  be  confcfled,^!  can  find  no- 
thing that  is  an  ofience  to  virtue  and  piety, 
fo  far  as  I  have  perufed,  which  amounts  to 
more  than  half.  The  Chriftian  fchcme 
has  glories  and  beauties  in  it,  which  have 
fuperior  power  to  touch  the  foul,  beyond 
all  the  gods  and  heroes  of  the  heathen  hea- 
ven or  elyfium.  I  fliould  have  been  much 
pleafed  to  fee  fo  fine  a  pen  employing  its 
art  on  fuch  themes,  Mr.  Pope's  Meffiab 
always  charms  me.  I  fpeak  not  rfow  of 
Mr.  Hughes's  odes  on  the  Creator  of  the 
worUy  the  Ecfiac^^  &c*  becaufe  I  have 
read  them  long  ago :  thefe  have  fo  much 
dignity  in  them,  that  I  wiflied  for  more  of 
the  fame  kind.  Pray  tell  me,  Sir,  when  I 
M  2  {halt 
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(hall  be  fb  happy  as  to  fce  you  next,  whc*- 
ther  Sir  R.  Bkckmore's  preface  to  hii 
**  Alfred"  docs  not  convince  you  that  a 
Chri(lia|i  poet;  has  happier  advantages  than 
4i  pagan?  His  '^prefaces'*  are  certainly 
better  in  their  kind  than  his  **  poems,"  as 
feveral  gcntlennen  of  good  tafte  have  ac* 
knowledged.  And  why  fhquld  not  foms 
great  genius^  ieize .  thofe  advantages,  anc) 
leav^  old  l^^\cT  no  longer  right  to  thq 
fupremc  kwcli? 

But  I  forget  myfelf  and  my  years; 
though  when  I  ani  upon  fuch  a  fubjeft> 
rejuvenefcit  caiamtu  renuentibta  annif. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

I.  WATTS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CXIIL 
From  Mrs.  Rowe. 

SIR,  [Fromc,  July  2,  1735. J 

X  HAVE  received  and  read  Mr.  Hughes's 
"  poems*'  with  great  fatisfaftion,  and  own 
myfetf  obliged  to  you  for  the  entertam. 
mcni:  thpfc  elegant  poemjs  ^ye  mc» 

I  beg  you.  to  accept  this  pidurc  of  Mr., 
Hughes,  which  I  copied  as  near  as  I 
could  from  the  print  *.  Drawing  is  my 
favourite  amufement  f ,  and  if  you  find 
any  refemblance  in  thi$  to  the  original,  it 
will  flatter  the  vanity  of.  Sir,  .  , 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

ELIZ.  ROWE. 

*  See  letter  Ixzvi,  vol.  i,  note. 

t  **  Mrs.  Rowe  loved  the  pe&cH  when  ihc  had 
**  hardly  ftrength  and  fleadinefs  of  hand  Aifiicient  to 
*'  gaide  it,  and  in  her  infancy  (one  may  almoft  ven- 

"  tare 
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LETTER     CXIV. 
From  Mr.  Bayne. 

SIR,  [Edinburgh,  March,  1735-6.] 


I 


T  is  fome  months  fmce  I  ought  to  have 
written  to  you,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
£aivour  of  your  fending  my  deceafed  friend's 
"  works,"  and  your  own  "  play,**  which 

came  to  my  hands  in  due  time I 

ought  to  be  afhamed  for  having  fo  long 
delayed  thanking  you  for  two  things,  which, 
have  given  me  fo  much  pleafure  and  re- 
lief, at  a  time  when  1  had  not  health  enough 
to  acknowledge  even  the  favours  of  my 
friends,    and  but  juft  adtivity  and  ipirit 

^*  tare  to  fay*  fo]  would  fqaeeze  out  the  juices  of 
**  herbs  to  ferve  her  inftead  of  colours.  Mr.  Singer, 
**  perceiving  her  fojodoefs  for  this  art,  was  at  the 
**  cxpeace  of  a  mafter  to  inftrudl  her  in  it ;  and  it 
*'  never  ceafed  to  be  her  amufement  at  times^  (atid  a 
**  vcr}'  innocent  one  it  was,)  till  her  death." 

*'  Life  of  Mrs.  Rowe,  prefixed  to  her 
*«  works,  p.  V." 

enough 
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enough  to  fit  down  in  an  eafy  trhair,  and 
rclifti  a  few  of  the  beauties  of  their  wri- 
tings for  an  hour,  and  then  fink  into  a  pro- 
found fleep.  If  you'll  look  at  Horace's 
8th  epiftle,  id  book,  you  may  juftly  ima- 
gine my  cafe  to  have  been  much  the  fame. 
I  have  faid  as  much  as  to  let  you  under- 
ftand  that  I  have  been  fuffering,  ever  fince 
I  received  your  laft  obliging  letter,  under 
the  diipiriting  fymptoms  of  a  nervous  ill- 
nefs  commonly  called  vapours,  or  lownefs 
of  fpirits.  This  illnefs  I  had  firfl:  brought 
upon  myfelf  by  a  life  too  fcdentary,  and 
too  hard  ftudy.  In  the  year  1721,  a  pro- 
feffion  of  the  municipal  law  of  Scotland, 
or  what  you  would  call  its  common  law, 
was  erefted  here;  and  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  our  fifteen  judges,  the  pa- 
trons of  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh  did 
me  the  honour  to  put  me  in  the  chair.  So 
high  a  recommendation  occafioned  my 
making  it  too  much  a  pomt  of  honour  to 
fill  this  chair  with  fome  reputation,  efpe^ 
ciafiy  being  the  firft  of  my  profeffion  in 
this  univerfity.  I  was  in  great  health  and 
vigour,  while  I  was  employed  in  compofing 

my 
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Ihy  fyftem  of  Icdures,  I  ftudied  at  the  rate 
of  fourteen  hours  a  day  for  eight  months 
fucceflively,  and  in  the  firft  years  of  my 
profefllon  wrote  with  my  own  hand  above 
fixteen  hundred  fheets,  I  foon  felt  the  bad 
cffefts  of  fuch  intcnfe  application  of  the 
mind>  which,  however,  I  thought  were  more 
owing  to  a  circumftance  in  my  way  and 
manner  of  fitting  and  writing  at  a  low  ta- 
ble, by  which  the  bowels  were  long  in  a 
ftate  of  being  comprefled  and  put  out  of 
their  natural  fituation,  than  to  the  confbnc 
application  of  thought ;  for  I  found  very 
loon  the  feat  of  my  diftemper  to  be  in  the 
lower  region.  By  great  attention  to  my 
diet,  which  I  kept  very  low,  never  tafting 
any  liquor,  but  the  pure  element,  for  five 
years,  I  recovered  my  former  ftate  of  healthy 
and  preferved  it  till  this  laft  fummer,  when 
the  fame  illnefs  made  a  fierce  attack  upon 
me  again,  and  has  kept  me  in  a  very  fad 
ftate  of  inaftivity  and  difrelifti  of  all  my 
ordinary  amufements,  till  the  beginning  of, 
laft  month,  and  now  I  find  myfclf  in  a  way 
of  recovery.  By  this  time  you  will  have 
excufcd  my  filence,  which  has  been  owing 

to 
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to    a  caufe  independent  of  mc,   and  in- 
fuperable. 

In  anfwer  to  a  part  of  your  letter  con- 
cerning Mr.  Thomfon*s  "  feafons,"  if  he 
has  gathered  any  helps  from  any  of  our 
ancient  poets,  it  miift  have  been  from  fome 
of  the  prologues  of  Gawin  Douglas's 
*'  tranflation  of  the  ^neid,'*  which  has 
been  much  admired.  He  was  one  of  our 
bifliops  before  the  reformation,  and  famous 
for  his  learning  and  knowledge  ©f  the  daf- 
fies in  particular  *.     But  I  don't  find  Mr. 

•  This  prelate  was  a  younger  fon  of  Archibald  the 
fixth  earl  of  Angus,  and  was  confecrated  bilhop  of 
Dunkeld  in  15 15,  after  much  oppofit ion  from  th« 
duke  of  Albany,  then  regent.  Being  afterwards 
obliged  by  the  prrfccutions  of  his  enemies  to  retire 
to  London,  he  died  there  of  the  plague  in  April 
1522.  His  chief  works  are  a  **  tranflation  [above- 
mentioned]  of  Virgil's  iEncis,-*  the  "  Palicc  of  ho- 
"  nour,  a  poem,*'  •*  Aureas  narrationes,  comadix 
**  aliquot  facra:,"  and  *•  De  rebus  Scoticis  liber." 
His  •*  Defcriptions  of  May  and  of  Winter,"  the  firft 
pf  which  is  the  prologue  prefixed  to  the  xiith  book 
of  his  "  iEncis,"  have  been  very  well  modcrnifed 
by  Mr.  Fawkes,  who  obferves,  in   his  preface,  that 

Vol.  II.  N  "Chaucer 
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Thomfon  has  borrowed  fo  much  from  that 
author  as  to  give  him  the  name,  in  any 
degree,  of  being  a  plagiary. 

I  am,  with  hearty  wilhes  for  your  health 
and  profperity. 

Your  obliged, and  mofl;  humble  fcrvant, 

AL.  BAYNE.* 

/<  Chaucer  and  Douglas  may  bt  looked  upon  as  the 
**  two  bright  liars  that  illumined  England  and  Scot- 
**  land,  after  a  dark  interval  of  dulnefs,  a  long  night 
'*  of  ignorance  and  fuperftitiony  and  foretold  the  re- 
**  turn  of  day;,  and  the  revival  of  learning." 

*  A  few  months  after  writing  this  letter,  Mr. 
Bayne  died,  in  his  way  from  Edinburgh  to  Bath,  a 
martyr  to  his  fludies ;  and  a  melancholy  addition  to 
the  ca(es  enumerated  by  Dr.  TiiFot,  in  his  *'  EfTay 
**  on  thedifeafes  incidental  to  literary  and  fedentary 
**  perfons,"  who,- in  particular,  ad vifes  the  ftudcnt 
not  to  fit,  but  to  meditate  and  read  either  flanding 
or  walking;  "  fitting,  (he  fays,)  with  the  body 
«  fioopiflg,  and  the  legs  bent,  is  the  moil  pernicious 
**  of  all  pollures,  as  it  greatly  hurts  the  lower  cx- 
•*  trcmities,  and  by  obflru£ling  the  *  vifccra'  of  the 
**  abdomen,  produces  all  the  difordcrs  iba:  arife  from 
**  indigcflion." 

LETTER 


i  91  ] 

LETTER     CXV. 

From  Mn   Pitt. 

r 

DEAR    SIR,  Pimpcrn,, May  23,1736. 


I 


THANK  you  for  the  epilogue, 
which  I  like  in  all'rdpefts,  but  chiefly  for 
the  honed  and  moral  fentimcnts  in  it.  1 
am  never  better  pleafed  with  myfelf,  than 
when  I  find  I  am  pleafed  with  any  thing 
that  is  affecting  and  good-natured.  I  agree 
to  feveral  of  your  criticifms,  but  probably 
fliall  never  have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
them,  bccaufe  I  believe  another  edition  * 
will  never  be  cdled  for.  Indeed  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  the  bookfellers  about 
the  thing,  good  or  bad.  I  am  glad,  how- 
ever, that  the  vcrfion  pleafed  Meflleurs 
Spence  f ,  Browne  J,  Duncombe,  Glover  §, 

*  A  tranilation  of  the  four  firtL  books  of  the^neid, 

f  See  letter  xc,  p.  12. 

X  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  efq; 

§  Author  of  Leonidas^  &c. 

N  2  Een- 
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Benfon  ♦,  and  fomc  more  of  the  bed  judges 
in  town.     But  I  Ihould  be  mortified,  fhould 

•  Ont  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  and  fur- 
veyor  of  the  buildings  to  king  George  I,  the  great  Sir 
Chriftopher  Wren  being  difplaced,  at  near  ninety 
years  of  age,  to  make  room  for  him.  His  majedy, 
it  is  faid,  was  fo  fond  of  his  company  over  a  pipe, 
that  for  fome  hours  he  was  prime-minifter.  This 
gtntlemnn,  who  in  a  pamphlet  of  his  writing,  has 
treated  Dryden's  **  tranflation  of  Virgil"  with  great 
contempt,  was  yet  charmed  with  tha^;  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  found  in  it  fome  beauties  of  which  he  was  fond, 
to  a  degree  of  enthuiiafm.  For  his  being  equally 
enamoured  of  Johnfton,  the  tranflator  of  the  Pfalms, 
and  of  Milton,  Pope  has  placed  him  in  the  Dundad : 
"  On  two  *  unequal'  crutches  propped  he  came, 
"  Milton's  on  this,  on  that  one  Johnfton 's  name.'* 
Book  iv,  vcr.  in.   See  alfo  book  iii,  ver.  325. 

To  the  honour  of  his  humanity  (an  honour  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  tafte  and  learning)  let  it  at  the 
fame  time  be  remembered,  that  a  work  being  pub- 
liihed  in  1736,  entitled  **  The  cure  of  Deifm,"  with 
which  Mr.  auditor  BerAfoo  was  highly  plcafed, 
hearing  that  the  author,  Mr.  EliHia  Smith,  had  tlie 
misfortune  to  be  confined  in  the  Fleet- prifon  for 
a  debt  of  two  hundred  pounds,  he  not  only  fent  him 
a  very  hand  fome  letter,  but  difcharged  the  whole 
debt,  fees,  &c.  and  fet  Mr.  Smith  at  liberty. 

the 
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the  bcokfellers  complain,  as  I  am  afraid 
they  will.  As  I  never  wrote  with  a  view 
to  lucre  for  myfelf,  fo  would  I  much  lefs 
care  to  do  it  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  in  my  own 
cafe,  I  think  this  laft  to  be  the  beft  of  my 
poetical  performances  -,  and,  I  believe,  you 
will  agree  with  me,  that  the  three  laft 
books  have  fewer  grammatical  inaccuracies 
than  the  firll  book.  I  cannot  tell  what,  to 
fay-  to  your  compliment,  that  "  this  ver- 
*'  fion  will  be  admired  as  long  as  the  Eng- 
**  lilh  language  laftsj'*  but  I  am  highly 
obliged  to  you,  for  your  partiality  to  me, 
ever  fince  the  "  tranflation  of  Vida/'*     I 

•  "  The  merits  of  Vida,"  fays  a  judicious  critic* 
**  feem  noc  to  have  been  particularly  attended  to  la 
<*  England,  till  Pope  bedowed  this  commendation 
**  upon  him  in  his  EfTay  on  Criticifm,  '  Immortal 
«  Vida,'  &c.  "  The  Poetics  arc  perhaps  the  moft 
"  perfed  of  his  compofitions  :  they  are  excellently 
«« tranilated  by  Pitt".  This  poem  has  the  praife  of 
*•  being  one  of  the  iirft,  if  not  the  very  firft,  pieces 
**  of  critidOn,  that  appeared  in  Italy  fmce  the  revival 
**  of  learning  ;  for  it  was  finilhed  in  the  year  1520." 
EfTay  on  the  writings  and  genius  of  Pope, 

p.  192-4. 
btrlievc 
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believe  it  was  you  who  gave  a  public  tcf- 
timony  to  the  merit  of  that  performance^ 
(if  it  has  any)  in  the  "  Whitehall  evening- 
•^  poft,'*  when  it  made  its  firft  appearance 
in  the  world,  which,  I  fuppofe,  did  not  a 
little  contribute  to  its  reputation  and  fale ; 
for  fix  or  feven  hundred  were  foon  difpofed 
of.  I  am  anxious  at  prefent  on  both  thcfe 
accounts;  firft,  in  regard  to  myfelf;  fc- 
condly,  in  regard  to  the  bookfellcrs.  If  it 
fails  on  their  part,  I  Ihall  think  thefe  is 
fomc  accurfcd  thing  in  the  performaace  it. 
felf,  that  hinders 'its  fuccefs.  I  wifh  you 
would  privately  enquire,  and  fend  me  a 
fincere  account  how  it  fells,  and  how  it  is 
approved  of.  If  it  is  only — Laudatur^  et 
alget^'-'XX.  is  pretty  much  the  fame  thing,  as 
to  reputation,  as  if  it  was  d M 

I  aiH^  Sir, 

Your  obliged  hunible  fcrvant, 

CHRISTOPHER  PITT. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CXVL 
From  Mr.  Pitt. 

DEAR  SIR,  Pimpern,  Jan. 4,  1756-7. 


.1  H 


AD  fome  thoughts  of  at- 
tempting that  "  epiftle  to  Auguftus,"  in 
the  modern  way.  But  if  Mr.  Pope  has 
done  it,  no  doubt,  it  is  done  in  pcrfedlion. 
I  have  done  in  that  way  lately  four  or  five 
of  the  epiftles,  and  one  of  the  fatires,  which 
are  much  approved  of  by  thofe  who  have 
read  them ;  which  I  may  (hew  you  on 
another  occafion. — But,  as  I  fay  in  one  of 
the  epiftles, 

What  I  write, 
In  thefc  loofe  flicefs,  muft  never  fee  the  light ; 
Epiftles,  odes,  and  twenty  trifles  more ; 
Things,  chat  are  born,  and  die,  in  half  an  hoar. 

That  invitation  was  written  to  Mr,  Rolle, 
fellow  of  New-college,  a  friend  of  Spencc 
and  mine.  Dr.  Cobden  begged  it  of  me, 
to  give  a  friend,  fo  it  was  printed. 

I 
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I  am  afraid  I  can  fcarce  remember  all 
my  brother's  verfes,  but  thefe  arc  at  yours 
and  Mr,  Highmore's  fervice. 

To  my  brother,  Christopher  Pitt. 

An     EPISTLE. 

On  his  having  a  fit  of  the  gout. 

Among  the  well-bred  natives  of  our  ifle, 
•*  I  kifs  your  handy  fir,"  is  the  modifh  flylc; 
In  humble  manner,  as  my  face  is  low, 
I  beg  to  kifs  your  venerable  toe : 
Not  old  infallibility's  can  have 
Profounder  reverence  from  its  meanell  flavc. 

What  dignity  attends  the  folemn  gout. 
What  confcious  greatnefs,  if  the  heart  be  flout  [ 
Methinks  I  fee  you  o'er  the  houie  preiide. 
In  painful  majefty  and  decent  pride. 
With  leg  toff'd  high,  on  {Utely  fofa  fit. 
More  like  a  fultan,  than  a  modern  wit; 
Quick  at  your  call  the  trembling  flaves  appear, 
Advance  with  caution,  and  retire  with  fear  ; 
Ev*n  Peggy  trembles,  though,  (or  authors  fail) 
At  times,  the  anti-falic  laws  prevail 

Now 
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Now  loRtf  hmt  mercy  oa.  poor  Dxdc,  iky  t; 
«<  Whm^s  the  kc'd  fhoe  ?— .Who  Idid  the  flannel  by  ^'^ 
Within,  'tit  harry^  the  hoofe  ftem^  poileft ; 
WithoQty  the  horfes  wonder  at  their  reft. 
What  terrible  difmay^  what  fcenes  of  care ! 
Why  is  the  footy  Mintrem's  hopeful  heir* 
Before  the  morning-dawn  compeU'd  to  nfe. 
And  give  attendance  with  his  half- (hot  eyes? 
What  makes  that  girl  with  hideous  vifage  ftare  ? 
What  fiends  prevent  £ad's  i  journey  to  the  fiiir  I  f 
Why  all  this  noiie,  this  buftle,  and  this  rout  ? 
^*  Oh !  nothing — but  poor  mailer  has  the  gout.'* 

Mean  time,  fuperior  to  the  pains  below. 
Your  thoughts  in  foaring  mediutions  flow. 
In  rapt'rous  trance  on  Virgil's  genius  dwell. 
To  us,  poor  mortals,  bis  ilrong  beauties  tell. 
And,  like  ^^neas,  from  your  couch  of  ftate, 
In^all  the  pomp  of  words  difplay  the  Trojan  fatd 

Can  nothing  your  afpiring  thoughts  reftrain. 
Or  does  the  mufe  fufpend  the  fenfe  of  pain  ? 
Awhile  give  o'er  your  rage ;  in  iickncfs  provt 
Like  odicr  mortals,  if  you'd  pity  move; 

•  Mr.  Pitt's  fervant,  the  fon  of  a  blackfmitht 

+  Another  fervant  of  Mr,  Pitt. 

(  Blandford  fair,  two  miles  from  Pimpern. 
Vol.  U.  O  Think 
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Think  not,  youx  friends  oompaffionate  can  be. 
When  fach  the  produ^  of  difeafe  they  fee; 
Your  iharpeft  pangs  bat  add  to  our  delight : 
Well  wiih  70a  ftill  the  gout,  if  ftili  yoo  write. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  friend  and  fervant, 

CHR.  PITT. 


LETTER     CXVII. 

From  Mr.  Pitt. 


DEAR  SIR,  Pimpem,  Jane  i,  1757. 

X  H  E  papers  *  came  fafe  to  hand.  I 
am  glad  you  and  yours  like  them  {o  qiuch, 
and  am  apt  to  think  they  are  (fomc  of 
them  at  leaft)  pretty  well  done.  Perhaps 
I  may  attempt  fome  more  of  them  at  my 
firft  teifure,  but  they  muft  be  thofe  that 
Mr.  Pope  has  not  touched  upon;  for  I 

*  Imitations  of  Horace. 

(hould 
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ikould  think   it  facrilcge  to  touch  upon 
any,  where  he  has  gone  before 

Since  I  received  yours,  I  have  read 
"  Leonidas"  *  for  the  firft  time,  and  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  very  good  thing,  upon  the 
whole  ;  for  I  do  not  pretend  to  read  it  with 
a  critical  eye:  good  poetry  is  as  much 
above,  as  bad  poetry  is  beneath,  criticifm. 
His  fimiles  are  generally  drawn  from  the 
grandeft  objects  in  human  nature ;  which, 
you  know,  is  pretty  much  after  Miltotfs 
manner 

Will  you  let  me  know,  by  your  next,  if 
Mr.  Spencers  eflay  -f-  (the  fecond  edition) 

•  By  Mr.  Glover.  It  had  been  written  fome 
years,  and  yet  the  author  was,  at  the  time  of  its 
publication,  only  24.  The  town  was  fo  divided  in 
opinion  about  this  poeni  at  its  £rft  appearance,  that 
fome  preferred  it  to  Homer  and  Milton,  while  others 
placed  it  on  a  level  with  C2^rles.  To  one  whp 
faid  "  it  was  better  than  Virgil,"  a  gentleman  re- 
plied extempore, 

"  Better  than  Virgil  ?"  So,  perhaps. 
It  may — but  then  it  muft  be  Trapp's. 
t  On  Mr.  Pope's  tranflation  of  the  "  Odyfley." 

O  2  is 
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is  yet  publifhedj  becaufe  he  wrote  m^ 
word,  before  he  went  to  Italy  *,  that  he 
had  given  my  verfcs  on  that  book  into  the 
printer's  hand?  That  laft  line  on  Dr. 
Keill  is  even  yet  perfpicuous  to  me : 

"  He  c$mef  faw,  yanqoifli'dy  wept-^*' 
[Becaufe  there  were  no  mort  worlds  to  conquer-*-3 
'*  Ketum'd"   [from  his  expedicion^    cot  from  the 
grave] — "  and  died." 

I  am,  Sir,  afFedbionately  yours, 

CHR.  PITT. 


^  Mr.  Spcnce  was  then  travelling  with  Charles  ear| 
of  Middlefex,  (afterwards  duke  of  Dorfet)  a  pupil 
worthy  of  fuch  a  tutor,  as  he  inherited  the  geniucy 
together  with  the  titles,  of  his  family.  Witnefs  his 
"  Amo's  Vale,"  written  at  Florence,  on  the  extinc- 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  Medici,  (an  elegiac  paftoral 
worthy  of  the  Auguflan  age,)  his  verfes  to  Mr, 
Pope,  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXVIIL 
From  Mr.  Pitt. 

DEAR  SIR,  Pimpern,  Aug.  21, 1737, 

JVl  R.  Jabez  Hughies's  •  "  poems**  I 
received,  and  like  Icveral  of  them  very 
well ;  as  alfo  the  young  gentleman's  verfesf. 


I  wrote  the  under  invitation  the  other 
iday  to  Mr.  Dodington  if : 

*  See  vol.  I,  letter  idv,  note. 

t  A  tranflation  of  tKe  ep^;raiii  on  the  oak»  [fee 
fetter  xc,  p.  14.]  by  Mr,  Theophilus  Wheler» 
(eldeft  fon  of  the  late  rev.  Granville  Wheler»  of  Ot- 
terden-place»  in  Kent.)  This  young  gentleman  died 
immatarely  of  the  fmall-pox,  at  Chrift's-college, 
Cambri4ge,  in  the;  19th  year  of  his  age,  as  did  the 
author  of  the  epigram,  at  the  fame  age,  and  of  the 
fame    diflemper,     at    Merton-college,    Oxfond*    in 

t  Created  lord  Melcembe  ia  1761.  He  died  in 
1762. 

IF 


1 
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IF   Dodington  will  condeTceod 
To  vifit  a  poetic   friend, 
Aod  leave  a  numerous  bill  of  fare. 
For  four  or  five  plain  difhes  here ; 
No  coftly  welcome^  but  a  kind, 
He  and  his  friends  will  always  find ; 
A  plain,  but  clean,  and  fpacious  room. 
The  mailer,  and  his  heart,  at  home, 
A  cellar  open,  as  his  face^ 
A  dinner  fhorter  than  his  grace : 
Your  mutton  comes  from  Pimpem-down, 
Your  fi(h  (if  any)  from  the  town  ; 
Our  rogues  indeed,  of  late»  o'eraw'd 
By  human  laws,  not  thofe  of  God, 
No  vcnifon  (leal,  or  none  they  bring. 
Or  fend  it  all  to  mafter  King  *  : 
And  yet,  perhaps,  fome  venturous  fpark 
May  bring  it,  now  the  nights  are  dark4 
Punch  i  have  ftore,  and  beer  befide. 
And  port,  that's  found,  though  frenchify'd* 
Then,  if  j^mv  come,  Pm  fure  to  get. 
From  Eailb'ry  ft  »  defcrt — of  wit. 

One  line,  good  iir,  to  name  the  day. 
And  your  petitioner  will  pray,  2(C. 

•♦  The  Blandford  carrier. 

t  Mr.  Dodington's  feat  in  Dorfetfhite. 


•  •  >  •  In 


r 


.  I ." .  .  In  the  merry  months  of  May 
and  June  I  tranflated  two  -ffineids  •  -,  and 
fince  that  have  been  on  the  ramble.  Thefe 
three  or  four  days  laft  paft  I  have  fut  to  it 
again  in  the  mornings,  which  is  the  only 
feafpn  I  appoint  for  thefe  religious  cxer- 
cifes,  or  indeed  that  I  can  command ;  for 
I  have  fo  many  engagements,  that  I  am 
obliged  to  facrifice  the  other  part  of  my 
time  to  another  kind  of  genius  than  the 
poetical;  to  which  laft,  by  the  bye,  I 
think  I  have  no  pretcnfions. 

CHR,  PITT. 


♦LETTER     CXIX. 
From  the  Rev.  Dean  Herring. 

DEAR  SIR,  Blechingley,  Sept.  2.  1737, 

X   OU  are  extremely  kind  in  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  king's  favour  to  me  !• 

•  The  7th  and  8th  books. 

f   Dr.  Herring  was  Juft   nominated  to  the  bilh- 
oprick  of  Bangor. 

It 
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It  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a  point  of 
happinefs,  and  is,  to  be  fure,  an  honour : 
yet,  to  fay  the  plain  truth,  I  am  in  no  fort 
of  raptures  about  it ;  nay  indeed,  am  not 
without  my  apprehenfions,  that  I  am  ma- 
king work  for  repentance,  and  that  my 
friends  may  hear  me  repeating  ere  long, 
Vilit  me  redde  priori !  I  have  thought  much 
of  the  affair,  and  can  form  to  myfelf  no 
new  felicities  it  can  bring  me,  unlefs  it  be 
xht  opportunities  it  may  poflibly  be  at- 
tended with  of  living  more  among  fuch 
friends  as  you  are,  and,  fome  time  or 
other,  doing  them  fome  good.  If  that  ever 
be  the  cafe,  I  fhall  then  think  fome  amends 
is  made  me  for  the  incumbrance  of  title 
and  diftindtion,  for  quitting  the  fweet 
calms  of  retirement,  and  venturing  abroad 
into  a  troubled  ocean. 

I  thank  you  for  your  quotation  from 
Erafmus,  It  is  moft  excellent  hcrefy,  and 
would  really  be  deemed  fo  in  fome  protef- 
tant  times  and  countries.  The  bifhop  you 
mention  %   Pope's   corrcfpondent,   would 

•  Attcrbory. 

have 
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hive  Ipurhed  at  it  in  public,  arid  perhaps, 
in  his  clofet,  fed  upon  the  plcafure  it  would 
give  him.  -For  if  he  was  not  worfc  ufed 
than  any  honeft  man  in  the  world  ever  was, 
ther^  ^drt  ftrong  contradifkions  between 
his  public  and  private  charafter. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  afFeftionate  friend, 

THO.  HERRING. 


LETTER     CXX- 
From  Mr.  Pitt. 

DEAR  SIR,  Pimpcrn,  May  20,  1738. 

X  THANK  you  for  the  clear  ajccount  of 
the  new  things.    Comus  *  I  have  read,  and 

•  As  altered  for  the  ftagc  by  the  late  Dr.  Dalton, 
by  dividing  it  into  fcencs  and  adls,  and  introducing 
Xome  airs  and  chorufles  admirably  compofed  by  Dr. 
Am^.  It  has  lately  been  curtajled,  and  revived  at 
•Covent  Garden  houfe. 

Vol.  II.  P  lil;t 
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like  it  much,  Warburton  •  i$  juft  put 
into  my  hands,  and,  you  may  needs  think, 
my  cunofity  was  raifed,  at  feeing  a  new 
light  thrown  on  the  fixth  ^neidf^  How 
far  it  will  hold,  I  am  no  iudge ;  but  the 
parallel,  at  leaft»  is  plaufible  and  ingenious. 
—I  remember,  the  name  of  Ceres  occurs 
but  once  in  that  book,  among  the  ghofts  of 
departed  warriors. — 

Cererique  facrum  Polybaten  %. 

*  '*  The  Diving  Legation  of  Mofes  demonflrated.'' 

t  Sec  "  The  Divine  Legation,"  book  ii,  fcft.  4. 
The  deicent  of  Virgil's  hero  into  the  infernal  regi- 
ons, £  prefume,  was  no  other  than  a  figurative  de- 
fcripcion  of  an  "  initiation"  [info  the  "  myfteries,"] 
and  particularly  a  very  exadt  piflure  of  the  <'  fpeda- 
•'  des"  in  the  "  Eleufinian  myfteries ;"  where  every 
thing  was  done  in  (hew  and  machinery ;  and  where  a 
reprefentation  of  the  hiftory  of  Ceres  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  in  the  fcenes  of  heaven, 
bell^  elyfium,  purgatory,  and  whatever  related  to 
the  fature  (late  of  men  and  heroes. 

*•  Pivine  legation,  p.  Z70,  fifth  edition." 

X  Purgatory,  the  firft  divifion  [of  the  infernal 
regions]  is  inhabited  by  fuicides,  extravagant  lovers, 

and 
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I  ^  •  . '.  I  take  the  Templars  to  be  the 
managers  of  the  houfe*,  whatever  Cibber 
or  Rich  pretend  to  the  contrary. — I  wrote 
two  or  three  trifles  lately Dr.  Co- 
ney, of  Wells,  wrote  ai^  ill-natured  paper 
of  verfes  ag  linft  my  friend  Hare's  Horace ; 
and  at  the  end  faJIs  09  Stephen  Dupkj  thus 
anfwered : 


and  ambitious  warriors :  and,  in  a  word^  by  all  thofe 
who  had  indulged  the  violence  of  their  paffions, 
which  made  them  rather  wretched  than  wicked :  It  is 
remarkable  that  amongH  thefe  we  find  one  of  the 
*•  initiated  !'* 

Cenriqui  facrum  PolybceteH. 

This  was  agreeable  to  the  public  do^rine  of  the 
•*  myfteries,"  which  taught  that  initiation  with  vir- 
tue procured  men  great  advantages  over  others  in  a 
future  flatc;  but  that,  \yithout  virtue,  it  was  of  no 
avail.  Ibid.  p.  316* 


P  2  The 
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The    COUNTER-HUNT; 

o  %, 

A  Reply  to  Pr,  Coney's  Verses  againil 
Meflirs,  Hars  and  Duck. 

SURE  'tu  enoogh  to  make  one  ftare^ 
To  fee  a  Coney  hunt  a  Harg^ 
And  when  in  that  he  faih  of  luck. 
To  leave  the  Han,  and  hunt  the  Z)«/:/f. 
DoAor,  yon  yet  may  lofe  the  day. 
At  opce  the  chafer  and  the  prey ; 
The  Han  and  Duck  may  turn  upon  ye. 
And,  at  long  ran,  hunt  down  the  Coiuy. 

Thcfe  lafk  books  of  the  Mncid  arc  ter- 
ribly long,  as  long  again  as  moft  of  thp 
books  of  the  Iliad  or  Odyffcy.  But  what 
faid  Caefar  ? 

Nil  aSlum  eje  puta^  fi  quid  fupefejfet  agendum. 

In  Ihort,  after  a  long  fit  of  lazinefs, 
with  fome  illnefs,  for  thefe  laft  fix  or  feven 
wecksj  I  have  fat  to  it  for  a  large  part  of 
a  good  number  of  mornings  j  and  then  I 
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get  on  horfcback,  or  in  my  chaifc,  and  in 
both  ien&s  leave  tl|e  world  behind  me  ^ 

Campoque  potitus  aperto^ 

FJeffit  equum^  cunuque  vokms  dat  kra  fecvndo. 

Yours  jtffoaionatdy, 

CHR.  PITT* 

P.  5. 

In  fenm  lufus. 

Written  in  the  fold*  of  a  Pin-paper. 

OF  old  a  handled  Cyclops  ftrove 
To  forge  the  thu^der-boIt  for  Jove ; 
I  too  employ  a  hundred  hands. 
And  travel  through  as  many  lands. 
A  head  I  have>  though  very  fniall. 
But  then  I  have  no  brains  at  all. 
The  talfer  locks  me  up  with  care, 
Cloie  as  his  money,  ajl  the  year. 
When  John  and  Joan  are  both  at  ilrife, 
Tit  I  find  money  for  thp  wife. 
At  court  I  make  the  ladies  fhine^ 
I  ^ace  ev'n  gracious  Caroline : 

Aiid 


I 
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And  though  I  often  take  my  way 
Through  town  and  coantry,  land  and  fea, 
I'm  neither  fi/h»  nor  fleih»  nor.  herring* 
And  now  I  live  with  gocdy  Yerring  •t 


LETTER     CXX[. 
From  Mr.  Pitt. 

DEAR  SIR,  Pimpem,  June  5,  .1738. 


WAITED  a  poft,  before  I  would  an. 
fwcr  your  letter,  for  I  was  willing  to  fend 
you  a  piece  of  news,  that  ^neas  will  cer- 
tainly carry  the  lady,  and  that  Turnus  is 
laid  fairly  on  his  back.  I  have  rode,  for 
two  months  paft,  on  a  violent  ftretch  to 
reach  the  goal  j  which  I  did  yefterday  mor- 
ning f.  I  propofc  a  good  deal  of  pleafure 
in  correfting  this  long  work;  and  hope, 
that,  in  time,  my  friends  will  nor  be  alhar 
med  of  ir,  though  I  know,  that,  in  many 

•  A  feller  of  pins  at  Blandford. 

t  The  whole  of  this  tranflation  was  firft  pal^i(hed 
(in  two  volumes  quarto)  in  1740. 

refpcfts, 


refpefts,  Mr*  Drydca's  verfion  *  moft  hsve 
the  advantage)  and  yet  I  faw  lately  my 
name  and  vcrfion  very  candidly  ufed  by  the 
Journalifts  in  their  difputcs,  when  they 
made  very  free  with  my  betters.  Bifhop 
Seeker  told  me,  three  years  ago,  about 
Mr.  Martin's  Georgic  f,  I  have  read  fome 
of  BaJguy's  trads,  and  he  is  a  favourite 
author  with  me.  Mr.  Hare  publilhed  a 
very  good  "  verfion  of  Horace's  odes  and 
"  epodes,"  by  a  crown  fubfcription.  He 
is  fchool-mafter  of  Blandford,  juft  by.  I 
believe,  in  all  my  verfion,  there  are  not 
abov«  feven  or  eight  borrowed  Imcs.  I 
could  not  help  taking  two  together  from 
Mr.  Dryden  in  this  paragraph ;  they  are  fa 
very  fweet : — 

"  AH,  all  my  life/*  replies  the  youth/  *<  ihaU  aim, 
**  Like  this  one  hour,  at  everlafting  fame. 
**  Though  fortune  only  our  attempt  can  blefs, 
"Yet  dill  my  courage  (hall  deferve  fuccefs. 
'*  But  one  reward  I  afk,'  before  I  go^ 
*•  The  greateit  I  can  aik,  or  you  hcStow  : 

•  In  another  letter  Mr.  Pitt  ftyles  Mr.  Drydcn^s 
**  a  glorious  tranflation." 

t  A  profe  tranilation,  with  notes,  firil  publilhed 
k  1741. 

"  0/ 


1 


^«  Cf  Primes  n^atraa  mf  imHkr  ema^ 
<<  Aud/wTB  tbi  hift^  that  iwr  kn  thi  name. 
«« Sadi  was  her  lote,  flie  kftkef  aatif«  TfOf, 
'<  AndCurTriiiacru,  Csrlierdairliiigbox; 
**  And  fttch  is  nunc,  that  I  moft  keep  unkaowtt 
**  From  heft  the  danger  of  ib  near  a  ron. 
**  To  fpare  her  angnUh,  lo !  I  quit  the  place 
«<  Without  one  parting  kifs^  one  lift  embrace  ! 
"  By  night,  and  that  refpefied  hand,  I  fwtar, 
«<  Her  tender  tears  are  more  than  I  can  bear ! 
**  Por  her,  good  prince,  your  pity  I  implore, 
'*  Sapport  her,  childleTs,  and  relieve  her,  poor : 
<'  Oh  1  let  her,  let  her  find  (wht'n  I  am  gone,) 
**  In  you  a  fiiend,  a  guardian,  and  a  fon ! 
«  With  that  dear  hope,  embotden'd  ihaH  I  go, 
**  Brave  arery  danger,  and  defy  the  foe/' 

iBn,  ix,  ver,  377,  Sec* 

Tou  have  often  mentioned  this  epifode» 
v^hich  makes  me  fend  you  a  fingie  para* 
graphs  which  is  not  the  worft,  you  may 
be  Hire  *. 

I  can  only  add,  that  I  have  not  feen  Ho* 
race,  fince  I  faw  you^  and  that 
I  am  afTcfttonately  your^, 

CHR.  PITT- 

*  The  tranflator  had  certaitoly  reafon  to  be  proud 
«f  (hefe  lines,  it  being  fcarce  poiCble  to  find  thea 

exceHed 
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Letter    cxxii. 

From  Mr.  Pitt. 
DEAR  SIR,  Pimpdni,  Jiiac! 24^  i73S(. 


I 


LTHANK  you  for  your  accurate 
6bfeFvations  on  Dryden*s  Eclogues*,  and 
ihould  be  glad  to  fee  more.  Not  that  I 
have  the  leaft  thought,  myfelf,  of  turhiflg 
them  *.    Mr.  Dryden  never  faw  lord  Lau*' 

CKelled  ID  any  verfion.  Dfyden's  of  the  fafne  paf- 
^ftg^t  "  fwffct"  aa  are  the  two  above-tttentioned,  are 
much  inferior  to  them.  Infiead  of  that  oouplet,  we 
find,  in  the  printed  edition,-  the  following,  viz. 

*'  My  mother>  tendtry  pious,  fond  and  goo^, 
**  Sprang,  like  thy  own,  from  Priam's  royal  blood.'* 

Which  deferves  the  preference,  let  the  /eadeV  judge. 

•  The  Edogues  and  Ocoi^gics  have  fince  been  very' 
atcurately  tralfflated  by  another  Weykhamit^;  the 
prefent  mailer  of  Winchelter-fchool,  ant!  are  now 
prefixed  to  Mr.  Pittas  JEntld.  Dr.  Warton  has  added 
fome  very  jodicioos  notes^  and  feveral  new  obfervav 
lions,  by  other  hands,  have  alfo  been  annexed. 

Vol.  II.  Q^  derdale*^ 


derdale's  tranflation  of  them,  or  the  Geor- 
gics.  He  only  faw  the  JEntid^  and  bor- 
rowed feme  lines  here  and  there  *.  I  be- 
lieve Mr.  Dryden  is  right  in  that  paffage, 

..^•.  Sarti  pater  aquus  utrique  ijl-\y 

notwithftanding 

CuperefHj  ip/e  parens  fpeSlator  adejfet  :j:, 

*  See  Dryden's  dedication  of  his  Virgil  to  tli^ 
inarq[uefs  of  Nonnanby,  p.  295. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
IF,  fled  into  France,  having  loft  his  places  for  cot- 
refponding  with  the  earl  of  Argyle,  who  was  at- 
tainted. He  there  tranflated  the  iEneid,  and  fent 
his  tranflation  over  to  Dr)'den. 

t    '<  Jove  is  impartial,  and  to  both  the  (ame.^ 

^n.  Xy450; 

.Ruaeas  refers  both  "  pater"  and  **  parens"  to 
Evai>der,  the  father  of  Pallas.  And  fo  does  Dt. 
Warton,  in  his  notes,  where  he  tranflates*  it,  *<  My 
<'  father  ftands  prepared" ;  though  Mr.  Pitt  (like 
Dryden)  has  tranllated  **  pater"  by  <*  almighty 
"  Jove,"  and  "  parens"  by  "  his  fire." 

t  Oh !  were  **  his  father"  here  my  j  all  revenge  to  view ! 

ac.443, 
goes 
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goes  before  it.  Follio,  as  you  fay,  is  done 
very  nobly ;  I  always  thought  lb,  when  I 
read  it  at  fchool.  Will  not  Dryden'^  argu- 
ments, which  were  written  by  Mr,  Addifon, 
ferv^  for  another  verlion  *  ? 

I  did  write  an  idle  things  on  lord  Stan- 
hope  f ,  the  work  of  a  day  or  two,  which 
1  have  forgot,  as  I  hope  every  body  clfc 
has.  The  line^  I  believe,  fonae  at  leaft^ 
were  round  and  ftrong;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  I  own  it  was  a  ralh  incorred  thing. 
I  knew  indeed  very  little  of  the  fubjeft ; ' 
but  as  he  married  a  relation  :^,  I  fell  to 
fcribbling  without  fear  or  wit,  to  flicw  my 
refpeft.  I  am  juft  going  to  read  over 
Ogleby's  Virgil  §,  which  is  lately  put  into 
my  hands,  remembering  Vida*s  pradice, 

*  Mr.  Pitt  has,  in  great  meafare,  adopted  them. 

t  James  e^l  of  Stanhope,  conqueror  of  Minorcsi 
and  father  of  the  prefent  earl. 

{  Lucy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pitt,  of  Stratibri  iti 
Wilts,  efq; 

$    In  like  manner,    Ogleby's    Homer,   notwith* 

fianding  the  deadnefs  and  infipidity  of  the  verfifica* 

Q^a  tion. 
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Nor  would  I  fcroplc,  with  a  due  regard, 
To  read  fometimes  a  rude,  unpolifh'd  bard^ 
Among  whofe  labours,  I  may  find  a  line. 
Which  from  unfightly  ruft  I  may  refine, 
Andy  with  a  better  grace,  adopt  it  into  mine, 


.! 


You  know   the  (lory  of  my  mafter's 
reading  Ennius  *. 

J  am.  Sir,  afFc£lionatcly.  yours, 

CHR.  PITT, 


ticn,  arreted  Ifir.  Pope's  att^ndon,  by  theferce  pf 
the  ftory,  when  he  was  but  ei^ht  years  old,  and 
the  raptures  this  tranflation,  and  Sandys's  Ovid, 
gave  him,  were  fo  ilrong,  that  he  fpoke  of  thefo 
wi(h  pleafore  to  the  period  of  his  life. 

f  «'  To  pWc  gold  out  of  his  drofi.?' 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CXXIII. 

Counteis  of  PoMrRET  •  to  the  Countefs  of 

H£RTFO]t.D  f. 


A: 


Monts,    Sept.  ^  1738. 


.  S  every  one  is  willing  to  believe  the 
thing  they  wifli,  fo  I  €;annot  but  hope,  that 

*  Daughter  and  ible  beirefs  to  John  lord  Jeffreys^ 
and  mother  of  the  prefent  carl  of  Pomfkt.  Her  la- 
dyfliip'a  noble  donation  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford^ 
in  1755,  of  that  part  of  the  Arandel  colledion  which 
was  porchafed  by  fir  William  Permor,  has  juftly  en- 
deared her  to  all  lovers  of  the  polite  arts.  She  died 
in  1761, 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  lady  met  with  very  md^ 
infalts  from  the  populace,  on  the  weftem  road,  only 
becaufe  (he  was  grand-daughter  to  the  inhuman  lord 
chancellor  Jefrey^. 

See  Gfanger^s  "  Biog.  HJftory,"  vol.  ii, 
pt.2,p,533. 

f  This  Iady»  as  eminent  for  her  virtues  as  her 
rank,  the  friend  of  Mrs.  Rowe,  and  afterwards  dut- 
chefs   of  Somerfet,   died  in  1754*    She  was  eldeft 
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letter  muft  be  written  with  more  than  com- 
mon kindnefs,  which,  diredted  to  my  houfe 
in  Hanovcr-fquare,  has  followed  me  not 
only  to  France,  but  through  every  place 
in  it  that  I  have  Hopped  at.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you,  madam,  for  giving  your- 
felf  that  trouble  with  lord  Lcmpfter's  • 
letter  to  his  brother  +•  I  am  very  gla4 
the  gentleman  is  fo  gQod^  as  to  keep 
it  i  for  he  wiU  foon  be,  if  he  is  not  al- 
ready, returned  to  Port-mahon,  and  fhpuld 
be  forry  he  mifled  the  receiving  it. 

Your  lady(hip's  obliging  command  of 
writing  to  you,  I  with  great  pleafure  obey, 

but  am  afhamed  to  think  how  little  enter« 
tainment  I  can  fend  you  from  a  country 
that  is  efteemed  an  inexhauftible  fund  of 
amufements  to  all  the  polite  world  that 

daughter  of  the  hon.  Henxy  Thynne,  (only  Ton 
of  Thomas  lord  vifcount  Weymouth)  and  mother  of 
the  prefcnt  dutchefs  of  Northumberland^ 

•  Now  carl  of  Pomfrct. 

t  The  hon.  WiUiam  Feraor,   a  captain'  in  the 
foyal  navy.    He  died  in  1749. 

fees 
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ijjcs  it :  neither  am  I  infenfiblc  to  all  its 
charms  •,  a  clear  air,  a  beautiful  and  well- 
cultivated  foil,  with  a  civil  and  diverting 
people.  Yet  all  this  is  nothing  but  what 
Gordon's  grammar  can  tell  you  better  than 
I.  What  then  ?  Am  I  to  defcribe  palaces, 
parks,  and  gardens,  which  (befides  that 
you  have  heard  a  thdufand  times  already)  I 
ran  over  in  fuch  hafte,  I  fcarce  know  where 
I  faw  this  apartment,  that  grove,  or  t'other 
cafcadc  ?  The  fum  of  all  of  them  is  this  : 
Lewis  XIV  for  ever  had  Pharamond*  in  his 
view ;  love,  arnfis,  and  arts  were  the  cha* 
rafters  in  which  he  ftrovc  to  tranfmit  his 
name  to  pofterity.  But,  like  the  Egyptian 
monarch,  he  is  deceived :  a  little  time  has 
worn  thofe  pompous  forms  away,  and  va* 
nity  appears  the  only  architeft.  This  Lewis 
takes  a  different  tutn,  and  if  he  gave  the 
leaft  occafion  to  fufpefthis  reading,  I  fhould 
believe  he  fetched  his  pattern  from  the  Ita- 
lian Paftor  Fido,  and  that  Silvius  was  the 
man.*     Thus  much  for  kings. 

•  Firft  king  of  the  Franks,  and  founder  of  tlic 
French.  He  died  about  the  year  427,  after  reigning 
eight  or  nine  years. 

And 
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And  now  to  fhcw  you  how  little  elk  i 
can  fay,  I  will  inforni  you  of  my  fituation 
and  manner  of  life.  The  firft  is  in  a  fmall, 
but  very  pretty,  village,  with  two  or  three 
gentlemens .  families  in  it.  My  houfe  is 
did,  but  convenient,  with  as  large  a  gar- 
den as  i  dellre.  My  drefliing-room  looks 
down  on  the  river  Seine,  which  runs  through 
a  various  and  delightful  country.  For  the 
fecond,  1  rife  early,  work  a  little,  read 
riiore,  and  walk  very  much  >  this  being. 
the  vintage,  adds  greatly  to  the  pleafurc  of 
the  laft.  As  I  do  not  talk  French,  I  can- 
not converfe  fo  freely  as  I  would  with  my 
neighbours,  and,  I  fear,  1  am  to6  old  to 
learn.  But  were  it  otheriSvifc,  I  have,  for 
this  laft  fortnight,  been  fo  uneafy  for  So- 
phy •,  who  has  had  ah  intermitting  fever, 
that  I  could  thinlc  of  nothing  elfe  till  Ihe 
was  bettef  ^  which,  I  thank  God,  ffae  is  at 
prefent. 

•  Lady  Sophia  fcrmor,  married  in  1744  to  the* 
late  earl  of  Granville,  by  whom  ihe  had  one  daugh- 
ter, the  late  sountefa  of  SKelburne. 

f 
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t  heartily  hope  this  may  find  your  lady-^ 
fliip,  lord  Hertford  *,  lord  Beauchamp  f^ 
and  lady  Betty  ^  in  all  the  happinefs  you 
merit,  and  your  friends  wifli;  in  whicK 
number  permit  me  to  place,  dear  madam) 

Your  ladyfliip's  rtioft  obliged, 

and  moft  obedient  humble  (etvant, 

Henrietta  Louisa  Pomfret* 


*  Algetnont  earl  of  Hertford,  only  fon  of  Charles 
dake  of  Someriet,  whom  he  facceeded  in  his  titles 
in  17489  and  died  in  1749. 

t  Only  fon  of  the  earl  of  Hertford.  Sec  letter 
cxxx*  » 

X  The  prefent  dutchefs  of  Northumberland, 
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LETTER     CXXIV. 

Countefs  of  Pomfret  to  the  Countcfs  of 
Hertford. 


Monts,  0£b.  •-  1738. 

OINCE  you  have  fo  kind  awifli  for 
mc^  dear  madam,  as  that  of  coming  to 
my  dreffing-room,  I  will  indulge  the  agree- 
able thought  that  it  is  efFe6ted ;  and  though 
I  do  not  know  how  to  believe  you  here,  I 
will  imagine  I  have  placed  you  in  my  great 
chair,  where,  on  your  left  hand,  is  the 
fire,  (no  bad  thing,  this  weather)  and,  on 
your  right,  a  window,  from  which  you  fee 
the  river,  bordered  on  each  fide  with  mea- 
dows, vineyards,  corn-fields,  villages,  and 
chateaux.  I  congratulate  my  own  happi- 
ncfs  in  your  arrival.  I  recount  to  you  my 
journey,  the  things  I  have  feen,  and  the 
things  I  was  forced  to  leave  unfeen,  by  the 
hurry  we  were  in.  And  as,  I  believe,  you 
may  have  heard  lefs  of  St.  Germain's  than  of 

fomc 
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fbme  other  palaces,  I  enlarge  mofi:  upon 
that.  I  tell  you  it  was  built  by  that  polite 
hero  and  gallant  prince,  Francis  I  *•  In 
compliment  to*  his  miftrefs,  whofe  name 
was  Diana,  it  is  ereded  in  the  form  of  a 
Gothic  D,  with  five  towers,  and  is  fix  (lo- 
ries high;  the  three  firft  are  ftone,  the 
three  higheft  brick,  and  there  is  an  open 
gallery  which  runs  rouncf  the  middle  on 
the  outfide  with  iron  rails  -,  within,  is  a 
court  that  coaches,  to  the  degree  of  tt 
duke,  have  privilege  of  entering,  and  the 
whole  caftlc  is  encompafled  with  a  large 
dry  ditch;  over  which,  are  draw-bridges. 
The  emblem  of  this  king  wai  a  falamander 
in  flames,  which  is  placed  alternately  with 
a  crowned  F  round  the  turrets,  as  alfo  car- 
ried over  the  gate-way.  The  apartments 
within  are  noble,  and  the  convenience  for 


•  This  prince  (who  died  in  1547)  built  many  of 
the  royal  palaces  in  France,  and  adorned  them  all 
with  pi^ures,  ftatoes,  tapeftry,  and  all  kinds  of 
choice  and  coftly  fumitarey  and  is  faid  never  to  have 
been  equalled  in  generofity,  fweetnefs  of  temper, 
and  magnificence. 

R  2  the 
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the  fervants,  very  great.  The  gardens  are 
hot  large,  but  there  is,  perhaps,  the  fineft 
terras  in  the  world  on  the  fide  of  the  foreft, 
two  thoufand  feven  hundred  yards  long,. 
and  fifty  broad,  from  which  you*  have  a 
view  of  the  Seine  and  a  moft  beautiful 
country.  The  foreft  itfelf  is  of  yaft  ex- 
tent, and  finely  wooded,  cut  into  walks 
and  ftars ;  and  is  by  nature  as  mgi^h  fitted 
for  walking  as  any  garden  in  England  is 
by  art.  In  this  palace  the  fucceeding  kings 
of  France  generally  livedo  till  Lewis  XIV 
(who  was  born  here)  built  Verfailles,  much 
more  cxtenfive,  lefs  noble,  and  refigned  this 
to  king  James  II,  fince  the  death  of  whofe 
widow  the  royal  lodgings  have  been  unfur- 
nished, and  it  is  now  of  much  the  fame 
ufe  xhat  Somerfet-houle  is  in  London. 
There  are  ftill  fome  remains  of  that  abdi- 
cated court :  amongft  others  is  lady  Mid- 
dlcton,  filler  to  lady  Wellmoreland,  and 
fwo  years  older  than  herfelf,  in  perf^-ft 
poiTcifion  of  her  health  and  fcnfcs.  She 
followed  her  hulband  *  out  of  England, 

*  The  earl  of  Middieton,  fecretaiy  of  flate  to  king 
James  II. 

was 
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was  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to  qiieen 
Mary,  and  governefs  to  the  princeis  Lou- 
^a,  whole  picture  I  faw,  and,  if  I  had  not 
ieen  it  there,  Ihould  have  taken  it  for  our 
princefs  Caroline.  This  poor  lady,  while  I 
was  at  St  Germain's,  loft  her  youngeft  foa^ 
^i^hofe  ftory  has  fomething  (b  particular, 
that  (as  I  can  anfwer  both  for  the  truth 
.and  knowledge  of  the  perfons  who  told  it 
^e)  believing  it  imy  entertain  you^  I  wilj 
relate  it. 

He  was  born  about  the  time  of  the  re-. 
volution,  and  chriftcned  Charles.  As  foon 
^  his  mother  was  able  to  travel  (as  I  faid 
before)  (he  followed  her  hulband,  taking 
this  boy  along  with  her;  whofe  beauty, 
when  he  grew  up,  was  only  equalled  by  the 
wit,  politenefs,  and  a  thoufand  other  per. 
iedions  that  he  po0efled,  and  that  m-ade 
liim  the  admiration  and  delight  of  all  his 
acquaintance.  When  he  was  old  enough, 
te  entered  into  the  army,  where  his  beha- 
viour  was  anfwcrable  to  all  his  other  merits. 
One  winter  that  his  regiment  was-quarttrcd 
in  Normandy,  he  lodged  in  the  houle  of 

an 
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4il  ofHcer,  who  had  an  only  daughter^ 
young,  pretty,  and  ingenious.  You  will 
eafily  guefs,  the  event  of  this  acquaintance 
was  iirft  a  liking,  and  then  a  lote ;  and  that 
fo  violent  and  open  on  his  fide,  that  the 
father  thought  fit  to  interpofe,  and  tell 
him,  with  all  the  refpefl:  due  from  an  infe- 
rior^ and  all  the  warmth  of  an  alarmed 
parent,  that  ^*  he  knew  his  daughter  un-* 
*^  deferving  of  the  honour  of  being  his 
**  wife,  but  alfo  thought  her  above  being 
*'  his  miftrefs-'*  On  this,  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  the  houfc^  but  could  not  quit  his 
paflloQ ;  and  finding  equal  return  from  the 
young  lady,  he,  to  afiure  her  of  his  faith, 
and  himfelf  of  hers,  gave  and  received  a 
contract.  As  this  affair  could  not  pafs  in 
filence,  lord  Clare  (who  was  his  colonel) 
and  others  of  his  relations,  fent  word  of 
it  to  lady  Middlcton,  who  immediately  or- 
dcred  him  to  return  home  j  inhere  Ihe  made 
life  of  fo  many  arguments,  threats^  and 
perfuafions,  (amongft  others,  that  he  would 
ruin  the  young  woman  he  loved,  as  well 
himfelf)  that,  after  contending  with  them 
for  two  or  three  years,  he  yielded  to  write 
a  letter,  in  which  he  faid,  that  "  he  be- 
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^licved  it  would  be  happier  far  iiertd 
**  think  no  more  of  a  nian  whofe  friendl 
"  were  determined  never  to  receive  her  $ 
'^  and  that  he  might  not  be  a  hindrance  to 
^'  her  fortune  elfewhert,  he  returned  her 
^*^  promife,  and  dcfired  his/*.  The  lady  fmt 
k  direftLy,  alTui-ing  him  fi^e  had  never  tak^li 
it  with  ah  intention  to  injure  him,'  whofe 
happinefs  fhe  preferred  to  her  own,  aftd 
heartily  wilhed  it  him  in  fome  more  worthy 
choice  i  bin  did  aot-  long  outlive  her  gene*- 
rofity,  and  his  change,  falling  ixito  a  con« 
fumption,  and  dying  within  the  year.  The 
news  of  which  made  fuch  an  impreflidn  on 
Mr.  Middieton,  that,  from  the  moft  lively, 
he  became  the  moft  melancholy,  of  men ; 
and,  though  he  lived  fome  years  after,  he 
never  cigoyed  life,  for  the  laft  three  months 
of  which  he  fecluded  himfelf  from  all 
company,  and  died  of  a  fever  that  had  hq 
appearance  of  being  mortal. 

You  fee,  dear  madatn,  by  the  length  o^ 
my  difcourfe,  I  do  not  mean  to  part  foon 
with  you,  whenever  you  com^,  for  I  find 
myfclf  on  the  laft  fid^  of  my  paper^  and 

have 
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htve  not  afked  you  one  of  thofe  minf 
things  I  want  to  know.  The  aftions,  the 
words,  the  dcfigns  of  bur  acqiisintances 
muft  be  agreeable  to  hear  of,  if  you  related 
them;  for  even  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's purchafe,  in  lady  Hertford's  Ict- 
ter,  is  worth  the  money.  Write  me  word 
then,  dear  madam,  what  is  doing  where 
we  do  no  rtiore,  but,  fafe  in  harbour, 
fee  the  main  covered  with  floating  veiTcls, 
fome  failing  with  aufpicious  gales,  fome 
ftruggling  with  adverfe  winds,  fome  crui* 
fing,  ibme  linking.  I  am  not  out  of  hu- 
mour with  the  world,  though  retired  from 
it,  and  therefore  (hould  take  as  much  plea- 
fure  in  hearing  how  it  goes,  as  in  feeing  a 
new  play  ^  where,  though  I  am  no  aftor,  I 
am  as  attentive  to  the  opening,  progrefs, 
and  cataftrophe  of  the  plot.  I  believe, 
you  will  more  than  once  wilh,  (if  you  have 
the  patience  to  read  this  out)  that  I  had 
thought  of  concluding  fooner  -,  but  fince  I 
have  gone  fo  far,  I  muft  detain  you  fo 
much  longer  as  to  fay,  I  am,  dear  madam. 
Your  ladyfliip's  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Henrietta  Louisa  Pomfret. 
LETTER 
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LETTER    CXXV". 
fiilhop  Herring  *  to  Mn  Duncombs^ 

DEAR  SIR,  iiocheftcr  f,  Nov.  3,  1731 

A  THANK  you  moft  aflfeftionately  for 
your  obliging  enquiry  after  me,  and  I  blcft 
God,  have  the  fat]sfa6):ion  to  inform  you 
that  I  am  very  well,  after  the  moft  agree- 
able journey  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  We 
travelled  flowly  and  comnfiodioufly,  and 
found  Wales  a  country  altogether  as  entef^ 
taining  as  it  was  new.  The  face  of  it  is 
grand,  and  befpeaks  the.  magnificence  of 
hature ;  and  fo  enlarged  my  mind,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  ftupendoufnefs  of  tht;  , 

•  **  Thcfc  letters,"  fay  the  Monthly  Reviewers, 
^  are  in  themfelves  very  entertainingy  and  are  more« 
•*  over  a  cnriofity,  as  coming  from  the  pen  of  a  pre- 
'<  late,  who  WIS  not  only  one  of  the  worihieft,  but 
*•  one  of  the  politeft  men  of  the  age  in  which  he 
**  lived."  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  32. 

t  His  lordihip  held  this  deanry  in  fommejiv}/^^ 
wiih  his  bifhopric. 

Vol.  II.  S  oceap 
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ocean  does,  that  it  was  fome  time  before  I 
could  be  reconciled  again  ta  the  level  coun- 
tries: their  beauties  were  all  in  thelitde 
tafie;  andt  I  am  afraid,  if  I  bad  ieen 
Stow  in  my  way  home,  I  fhould  have 
*  thrown  out  fome  very  unmannerly  reflec- 
tions upon  it.  I  (hould  have  fmilcd  at  the 
littie  niceties  of  art,  and  beheld  with  coa- 
tempt  an  artificial  ruin,  after  I  had  been 
i^;reeably  terrified  with  fomethii^  like  the 
rubbifh  of  a  creation.  Not  but  that  Wales 
has  its  little  beauties  too,  in  delighcfiil 
ftreams  and  fine  valleys;  but  the  thii^ 
which  entertained  me  were  the  vafl:  ocean^ 
and  ranges  of  rocks,  whofe  foundations 
are  hid,  and  whofe  tops  reach  the  clouds* 
I  know  fomething  of  your  caft  of  mind,  I 
believe,  and  I  will  therefore  take  the  li^ 
berty  to  give  you  an  account  of  an  airing 
one  fine  evening,  which  I  (hall  never  for- 
get, I  went  out  in  the  cool  of  the  day, 
and  rode  near  four  miles  upon  the  fmooth 
ihore,  with  an  extended  view  of  the  ocean, 
whofe  waves  broke  at  our  feet  in  gentie 
imirmurs:  from  thence  we  turned  into  a 

little 


t    '3«    \ 

little  vSlage,  with  a  neat  church  and  houfeiy 
which  flood  juft  at  the  entrance  of  a  deep 
valley :  the  rocks  rofe  high,  and  near,  at 
each  hand  of  us,  but  were,  on  one  fide, 
covered  with  a  fine  turf  full  of  fheep  and 
goats  and  grazing  herds^  and,  on  the 
other,  varied  with  patches  of  yellow  corn 
and  fpots  of  wood,  and  here  and  there  a 
great  piece  of  a  bare  rock  proje£ting.  At 
our  feet  ran  a  ftream  clear  as  chryftal,  but 
large  and  foaming,  over  vaft  ftones  rudely 
thrown  together,  of  unequal  magnitudes, 
and  over  it  a  wooden  bridge,  which  could 
fcarce  be  faid  to  be  made  by  the  hands  of 
art ;  and  as  it  was  evening,  the  hinds  ap* 
peared,  in  many  parts  of  the  fcene,  retur- 
ning home,  with  pails  upon  their  heads.  I 
proceeded  in  this  agreeable  place  till  our 
profped  was  clofed,  though  much  illumi- 
nated, by  a  prodigious  cataraft  from  a 
mountsdn,  that  did,  as  it  were,  ihut  the 
▼alley.  All  thefe  images  together  put  me 
much  in  mind  of  Pouffin's  drawmgs,  and 
made  me  fancy  tnyfelf  in  Savoy  at  leail, 
if  not    nearer  Rome.    Indeed    both  the 

S  2  journey 
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joUrncy,  and   the  country,   and  the  rcfl- 
dence  were  moft  plcafing  to  njc.  •  . .  ♦ 

t  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  aflured  friend, 

THO.  BANGOR. 


LETTER     CXXVI. 
feilhop  Herring  to  Mr.  Buncombe, 

DEAR  SIR.  Kenfington,  Sept.  ii,  1739. 


I 


J  ...  jL  MET  your  letter  here  on  my 
jeturn  from  Wales.  I  blcfs  God  for  it,  I 
am  come  home  quite  well,  after  a  very 
romantic,  and,  upon  looking  back,  I  think 
it  a  moft  perilous  journey*  It  was  the  year 
of  my  primary  vifitation,  and  I  determined 
to  fee  every  part  of  my  diocefc ;  to  which 
pprpofe,  I  mounted  my  horfe,  and  rode 
Intrepidly,    but    flowly,    through     North 

Wales 


Wales  to  Shrewlbury.  I  am  a  little  afraid^ 
iif  I  (hould  be  particular  in  my  defcrip- 
tion,  you  would  think  I  am  playing  the 
traveller  upon  you;  but  indeed  I  will 
flick  religioufly  to  trutl^  -,  and  becaufe  a 
little  journal  of  my  expedition  may  be  fomc 
minutes  amufement,  I  wiU  take  the  liberty 
to  give  it  you.  I  remember,  on  my  laft 
year's  pidlure  of  North  Wales,  you  com- 
plimented me  with  fomewhat  of  a  poetical 
fancy :  that,  I  am  confident,  you  will  not 
now ;  for  a  man  may  as  well  expedt  poe- 
tical fire  at  Copenhagen,  as  amidft  the 
dreary  rocks  of  Merionethfhirc  *•  You 
find,  by  this  intimation,  that  my  landfcapes 
are  like  to  be  fomething  different  rrom  what 
they  were  before,  for  I  talk  fomewhat  in 
irhe  ftyle  of  Othello, 

— —  **  Of  antrcs  vaft,  and  dcferts  idle, 
**  Rough  qaarriesy  rocks^  and  hills,  whofe  heada 
**  touch  heaven/* 

•  To  this  his  Iordihip*s  letter  is  one  exception, 
atid  Ambrofe  Philips*s  poem  **  froin  Copenhagen," 
publifticd  in  the  *•  Titler,"  is  another. 


t  fet  out  upon  this  adventurous  journey 
on  a  Monday  morntng^  accompanied  (as 
bifliops  ufualiy  are)  by  my  chancellor,  my 
chapl^n,  fecretary,  two  or  three  friends, 
and  our  fervanta.  The  firft  part  of  our 
road  lay  cro6  the  foot  of  a  long  ridge  of 
rocks,  and  was  over  a  dreary  morafs,  with 
here  and  there  a  fmall  dark  cottage^  a  few 
fhccp,  and  more  goats,  in  view,  but  not  a 
bird  to  be  feen,  fave,  now  and  then,  a  fo- 
fitary  hern  watching  for  frogs.  At  the 
end  of  four  of  their  miles  we  got  to  a 
fmall  village,  where  the  view  of  things 
mended  a  little,  and  the  road  and  the  time 
were  beguiled  by  travelling  for  three  miles^ 
along  die  fide  of  a  fine  lake,  full  of  filh, 
and  tranfparent.  as  glafs.  That  pleafurc 
over,  our  work  became  very  arduous,  for 
wje  were  to  mount  a  rock,  and,  in  many 
places  of  the  road,  over  natural  (lairs  of 
ftonc.  I  fubmitted  to  this,  which,  they 
told  me,  was  but  a  tafte  of  the  country, 
and  to  prepare  me  for  worfe  things  to 
com^.     However,    worfe  things    did  not 

come 
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come  that  morning,  for  we  dined,  foon  af- 
tcr,  out  of  our  own  wallet,  and  though 
our  inn  ftood  in  a  place  6t  moft  frightful 
fofitude,  and  the  beft  formed  for  the  habi- 
tation of  monks  (who  once  poffefled  it) 
in  the  world,  yet  we  made  a  chearful  meal. 
The  novelty  of  the  thing  gave  me  fpirits, 
and  the  air  gave  me  appetite  much  keener 
than  the  knife  I  ate  with.  We  had  our 
mufic  too,  for  there  came  in  a  harper,  who 
foon  drew  about  us  a  groupe  of  figures 
that  Hogarth  would  give  any  price  for. 
The  harper  was  in  his  true  place  and  atti- 
tude ;  a  man  and  woman  ftood  before  him, 
ringing  to  his  inftrument  wildly,  but  not 
difagrccably ;  a  little  dirty  child  was  play- 
bg  with  the  bottom  of  the  harp ;  a  wo- 
man, in  a  fick  night-cap,  hanging  over  the 
ftairs  -,  a  boy  with  crutches,  fixed  in  i  fta- 
ring  attention  ;  and  a  girl  carding  wool  in 
the  chimney,  and  rocking  a  cradle  with 
her  naked  feet,  interrupted  in  her  bufinefs 
by  the  charms  of  the  mufic  •;  all  ragged 
and  dirty,  and  all  filently  attentive.  Thcfe 
figures  gave  us  a  moft  entertaining  pifturc, 

and 
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and  would  pleafc  you,  or  any  man  of  oh^ 
fervation :  and  one  refle£tion  gave  me  par* 
ticular  comfort^  That  the  aiTcmbly  before 
us  demonftratcd,  that,  even  here,  the  in- 
fluential fun  warmed  poor  mortals,  and 
infpired  them  with  love  and  mufic^  When 
we  had  difpatched  our  meal,  and  had  ta« 
ken  a  view  of  an  old  church,  very  large 
for  that  country,  we  remounted ;  and  my 
guide  pointed  to  a  narrow  pafa  between 
two  rocks,  through  which,  he  faid,  our 
road  lay.  It  did  fo ;  and  in  a  little  time 
we  came  at  it.  The  inhabitants  call  it,  in 
their  language,  "  The  road  of  kindnels/' 
It  was  made  by  the  Romans  for  their  paf*- 
fage  to  Carnarvon.  It  is  juft  broad  enough 
for  an  horfe,  paved  with  large  flat  ftoncs, 
and  is  not  level,  but  rifes  and  falls  with 
the  rock,  at  whofe  foot  it  lies.  It  is  half 
a  mile  long.  On  the  right  hand,  a  vaft 
rock  hangs  almoft  over  you ;  on  the  left, 
clofc  to  the  path,  is  a  precipice,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  rolls  an  impetuous  tor- 
rent, bounded,  on  the  other  fide,  not  by  a 
|borc>   but   by   a  rock,  as   bare,   not  fo 

fmooth. 
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fmodth,  as  a  whetftone,  which  rifes  half  a 
mik  in  perpendicular  height.  Here  wc 
all  difmounted,  not  only  from  reafons  to 
juft  fear,  but  that  I  might  be  at  leifure  of 
contemplate  in  plcafure,  mixed  with  hor- 
ror, this  ftupcndous  mark  of  the  Creator's 
power.  Having  paffed  over  a  noble  bridge 
of  ftone,  we  found  ourfelves  upon  a  fine 
fand,  then  left  by  the  fea,  which  here  in« 
dents  upon  the  country,  and  arrived  in  the 
evening,  pafling  over  more  rough  country, 
at  our  deftined  inn.  The  actommodations 
there  were  better  than  expefted,  for  we 
had  good  beds  and  a  friendly  hoftefs,  and 
I  flept  well,  though,  by  the  number  of 
beds  in  the  room,  I  could  have  fancied 
myfelf  in  an  hofpital.  The  next  morning 
I  confirmed  at  the  church,  and  after  dinner 
fet  out  for  the  metropolis  of  the  country, 
called  Dolgelle.  There  I  ftaid  and  did 
bufincfs  the  next  day,  and  the  fcene  was 
much  mended.  The  country  1  had  hi- 
therto paflcd  through  was  like  one  not  made 
by  the  Father  of  the  creation,  but  in  the 
wrath  of  power ;  but  here  were  inhabitants, 
a  town  and  church,  a  river,  and  fine  mea- 
VoL.  II.  T  dows. 
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dows.  However,  on  the  Thurfday,  I  had 
one  more  iron  mountain  of  two  miles,  to 
pafs,  and  then  was  entertained  with  the 
green  hills  of  Montgomeryfhire,  high  in- 
deed, but  turfed  up  to  the  top,  and  pro- 
dufbive  of  the  fineft  fheep ;  and  from  this 
time  the  country  and  the  profpe6ls  gradu* 
ally  mended,  and  indeed  the  whole  oeco- 
nomy  of  nature,  as  we  approached  the 
fun ;  and  you  cannot  conceive,  what  an 
air  of  chearfulnefs  it  gave  us,  to  compare 
the  defolations  of  North  Wales  with  the 
fine  valleys  and  hills  of  Montgomeryfliire, 
and  the  fruitful  green  fields  of  fair  War- 
wickfliire.  For  I  made  myfelf  amends 
in  the  following  part  of  my  journey,  di- 
re&ing  my  courfe  through  Shrewftury, 
Woolvcrhampton,  Birmingham,  Warwick,, 
and  Oxford,  fome  of  the  finefi:  towns  and 
counties  in  the  ifland.  But  I  mull  ftop, 
and  not  ufe  you  fo  unmercifully.  ..... 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  obliged  and 

affcflionate  humble  fervant, 

THO.  BANGOR. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXVII. 
Bifliop  RuHDiE  to  the  Rev.  Dean  Ccarke  *. 

MY  DEAR  niEMp«       Barrlngtoii  f,  Sept. 9, 1740< 


I 


F  I  was  not  the  moft  inaftivc  mortal 
Uviog,  I  would  quickly  come  to  you  at 
Winchefter,  to  affure  you  what  ^fteem  and 
affedion  for  you  have  ever  been  in  my 

*  Alured  Clarke,  D.  D.  prebendary  ^f  Weftminr 
iler  and  Winchefler,  and  dean  of  Exeter.  This  laft 
preferment,  to  which  he  was  advanced  May  12^ 
1740,  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  dying,  before  he  had 
completed  the  46th  year  of  his  age,  on  May  3 1 , 
1742.  He  was  interred,  withoot  any  monument,  in 
Wefbninfter-abbey  ;  but  the  (connty-hofpitals  of 
Wincheiier  and  Exeter  (the  firfl  of  the  kind)  which, 
in  a  great  meafure,  owe  their  riie  to  his  -indefadga^ 
ble  affiduity,  are  much  more  durable  memorials  of 
his  benevolence  and  charity. 

t  Lord  Talbot's  feat  in  Gloucefterftiire. 

**  At  Barrington  /hall  Englifli  bounty  iland, 
<^  And  Hejifol's  glory  never  leave  the  land.'' 

PjSpe. 
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heart;  but,  I  believe,  I  muft  defer  my 
vifit  to  you,  till  I  can  pay  it  in  that  city 
[Exeter]  where  I  was  born,  and  which 
ftill  continues  the  delight  of  my  imagina- 
tion.  Though  I  think  it  by  far  the  fineft 
climate,  and  moft  agreeable  place  of  refi- 
dence  in  England,  yet  it  never  appeared  in 
fo  fair  a  light  to  me,  as  it  will,  when  I  fee 
you  prcfiding  in  its  cathedral,  I  have  ftill 
fome  few  valuable  acquaintance  left  in  that 
country,  who  will  think  thcmfelves  happy 
in  your  friendlhip,  and  rejoice  to  perform 
to  you  all  the  felf-rewarding  duties  of  good 
neighbourhood  ;  and,  I  am  confident,  the^ 
will  think  themfclvcs  more  obliged  to  me 
for  making  them  krtbwn  to  you,  than  for 
all  the  other  civilities  it  has  ever  been  m 
my  power  to  (hew  them. 

Your  houfc  •  there,  as  well  as  I  remem^ 
ber,  is  large,  but  gloomily  {ituated  under 
the  fliadow  of  the  church,  crowded  with 
houfes  in  fuch  a  nianner,  as  not  to  fuller 

*  On  the  repair  of  tkis  hovSe  dcaa  Qarke  ex- 
pedlied  a  large  Aim  of  money. 

you 
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yon*  to  have  any  gardefis  of  value ;  but  the 
variety  of  public  walks  round  the  town^ 
and  the  beauty  of  the  landfcapes,  and  the 
warmth  of  the  air»  will  make  ypu  ample 
amends  for  every  inconvenience  at  home, 
if  any  fuch  there  be.  But  I  am  juft  infor- 
med that  you  have  not  yet  taken  pofleffion 
of  it.  Whence  this  delay  ?  I  hope  it  is 
not  from  indifference.  If  you  go  down 
next  fpring,  I  will  offer  you  my  company, 
if  chat  can  make  the  journey  more  agree- 
able. You  will  find  there  every  thing  that 
your  hofpitable  heart  can  defire,  in  greater 
plenty,  greater  elegance,  and  at  lefs  ex- 
pence,  than  in  any  city  in  England,  and  I 
may  almoft  fay  Ireland,  if  I  am  not  decei- 
ved by  my  memory  and  my  friends.  For- 
give my  indulging  myfelf  in  the  praifes  of 
my  firft  love,  to  one  who  is  to  enjoy  her 
beauties,  whild  I  am  banifhed  to  Thule, 
far  from  funfhine,  and  the  converfation  of 
.thofe  friends,  whofe  company  would  make 
even  Thule  pleafant  and  funfhine  forgot- 
ten. If  you  have  any  tafte  for  gardening, 
;ind  cultivating  and  amafling  any  kind  of 
vegetable  riches,  the  trees  there  fhoot  with 
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H  more  luxoriant  verdure;  the  fl^lrer* 
.glow  with  warmer  colours';  and  the  fruits 
ripen  to  a  richer  flavour,  than  in  any  part 
of  this  ifland :  and  the  fig  and  the  grape 
icarce  defure  better  (kies* 

I  am  glad  you  are  pleafed  with  Capt, 
FoUiot  * ;  he  is  a  fenfible,  friendly,  up- 
light  man ;  indefatigable  in  obliging  thofe 
Sor  whom  he  has  conceived  an  elleem ;  and 
•generous  to  the  full  extent  of  his  fortune, 
.He  has  a  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  nature, 
amd  indulges  himfelf  in  the  enjoyment  of 
-every  rational  amufement  of  that  kind, 
which -he  can  purchafe  with  difcretion.  You 
^d  he  have  many  things  in  common  in  the 
^rn  of  your  indefatigable  charity  to  relieve 
jtl.c  difti^lTes  of  mankind ;  and  our  hofpi- 
tal  for  invalids,  by  his  dexterity  and  dili- 
^'f .  ,c^  v'as  raifcd  from  being  vex  £5?  pr^- 
Je/m:  n,-.:  :ntp  a  comfort  to  many  hundreds 
pi  u/iii;':\    •  etches;  and  is  now  an  ho- 

*  A  fi  -r  .V  : ...  .  '.r '-  •:  r.r.  r  c-r  r  eral,  colonel  of  the 
|8ih  nr-irr.c  :  -  [oc:,  ..r  '  member  in  the  Iriih 
ptfiiamcict  i'or  ••♦u:;o.     He  died  la  1762. 

nour 
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fiour  to  our  kingdom ;  and,  whild  k  ton^ 
tibues  fo^  will  prcfcrve  to  pofterity  an  ac- 
count of  the  fortitude,  and  virtue,  and 
wifiiom  of  Follioc. 

I  intend  to  continue  here  till  the  meeting 
of  the  parliament,  and  then  to  remove  ta 
Mr.  John  Talbot's  *,  in  Red-lion-fquare. 
You  know  me  well  enough,  to  be  fure  that 
the  chief  call  I  have  into  England  is  to 
enjoy  the  company  of  thofe  friends,  to 
whofe  family  and  afieftion  I  owe  all  the 
good  fortune  of  my  life.  Inclination  and 
gratitude  united  in  determining  me  to  un« 
dcrtake  my  prefent  journey.  I  defign  to 
continue  the  winter  and  fpring  in  London, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  fe#^ 
my  other  friends,  and  then  return  to  Ire- 
land—for ever.  I  grow  too  old  and  too^ 
inaAive  to  propofe  any  future  expeditions, 
I  have  recovered  my  health  and  fpirits,  but 
not  my  ftrength.    I  am   infinitely  better 

^  Third  Ton  of  the  lord  chanceHor,  afterwards 
ene  of  the  Welch  judges,  member  of  parliament  for 
Ilchefler,  and  a  lord  of  trade.     He  died  in  1756, 

than 
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than  ever  I  expedted,-  or  could  even  hope 
for  without  prefumption ;  but  yet  the  ef- 
fcfts  of  a  diftemper,  as  well  as  the  infirmi- 
ties of  old  age,  will  difable  me  from  any 
profpedt  of  being  hereafter  fit  for  any 
thing,  but  talking  in  an  elbow-chair. 

I  own  to  you,  my  friend,  my  fituatbn 
in  Ireland  is  as  agreeable  to  me  as  any 
poffibly  could  be,  remote  from  the  early 
friendfliips  of  my  life,  I  have  been  ferved 
as  Plato  in  his  commonwealth  would  have 
Homer  treated ;  "  Firft,"  fays  the  philo- 
Ibpher,  **  do  him  honours,  reward  his  me- 
*'  rit,  and  then — banilh  him."  At  Dublin 
I  enjoy  the  moft  delightful  habitation,  the 
^ncft  landfcape,  and  the  mildeft  climate 
that  can  be  defcribed  or  defircd :  I  have  a 
houfe  •  there  rather  too  elegant  and  mag- 
nificent *,  in  the  north,  an  eafy  diocefe  and 
a  large  revenue.  I  have  but  tliirty-five 
beneficed  clergymen  under  my  care  -,  and 
they  all  regular,  decent,  neighbourly :  each 
hath  confiderable  and  commendable  general 


•  On  St.  Stephen's-grecn, 
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learning,  but  not  one  is  eminent  for  an^ 
particular  branch  of  knowledge.  And  I 
have  tather  more  curates,  who  are  allowed 
by  their  feAors  fuch  a  ftipend,  as  hath, 
alas !  tempted  mod  of  them  to  marry ; 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have  curates^ 
that  are  fathers  of  eight  or  ten  children, 
without  any  thing  but  an  allowance  of  forty 
pounds  a  year  to  fuppdrt  them.     . 

The  only  difcipline  that  I  have  as  yet 
exerted,  hath  been  to  difcard  three  out  of 
my  diocefe.  Who,  though  fefufed  certifi- 
cates by  me  and  my  clergy,  have  obtained  • 
good  livings  in  America,  and  found  toorti 
for  repentance*  If  their  former  misfor- 
tunes have  been  a  warning  to  them^  I  re* 
joicc  at  their  fuccefs ;  but  if  they  are  once 
more  negligent  df  their'  conduft,  there  is 
no  farther  beneficial  pardon  for  their  follies 
in  this  life,  though  they  Ihould  finccrely 
ieek  it  with  tears. 


Vol.  ir  U  My 
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My  dean  *,  your  kinfmao,  is  much  bo- 
ioved  at  Derry,  and  is  highly  delighted 
with  the  preferment.  That  place  was  the 
firft  object  of  his  fondnefs^  and  agrees 
with  his  conftitution  -,  his  wife  was  born  in 
it,  and  is  related  to  great  numbers  near  it. 
He  is  very  generous,  and  a  great  oecono- 
mift;  lives  fplendidly,  yet  buys  eftates-, 
and  equally  takes  care  of  his  reputation 
and  his  family.  The  income  is  above 
1300  I.  per  aim.  but  he  hath  fevcn  curates, 
to  whom  he  is  generous.  It  is  a  prefer- 
ment which  will  increafe  daily,  and  the 
out-goings  continue  the  fame.  It  is  .now  a 
clear  1000 1.  and  will  next  year  be  proba- 
bly better.  I  have  only  room  to  afllirc 
you,  that  I  am. 

Yours  nioft  fincerely, 

THO.  DERRY  f. 

*  Mr.  Robert  Downes,  afterwards  fuooeffivel)r 
blOiop  of  Ferns,  Down,  and  Raphoe.  He  died  in 
1763. 

t  BiHiop  Rufldledied  at  Dublin  April  14,  1743* 
and  left  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,  amounting  to 
25,000  i.  to  Mr.  John  Talbot  above-mentioned. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXVIII. 
Rev.  Mr.  Sat  •  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 

]>£AR  SIR,  OOob.  lo,  1740. 


A< 


uCCORDING  to  your  defire,  I  here- 
with  fend  you  my  Latm  verfion  of  ihe  in- 
troduftion  to  Faradife  Loft.  It  was  com- 
pofed  (as,  I  think,  I  told  you)  while  I  lay 
on.  my  bed  in  the  night,  and  fcarce  knew 
whether  I  was  aflecp  or  awake,  writing  or 
hearing  verfesj  and  the  heavenly  mufe 
gave  me,  in  the  words  of  Milton, 

Her  nightly  vifitation  unimplor'd, 

And  whifper'd  to  me  flumb'ring,  and  infplr'd 

£afy  my  unpremediuted  verfe  : 

Or,  in  plain  profe,  fuggeftcd  k  to  one 
who  does  not  remember  to  have  made  ten 
Latin  hexameters  together  in  his  whole  life 
at  any  other  time,  nor  defigns  ever  to  make 

•  See  note  *  on  letter  iv,  vol.  i,  p.  19. 
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ten  more.  For  you  will  eafily  believe,  be 
can  lay  very  little  ftrefs  on  the  infpijation, 
who  has  fmce  attempted  to  make  fo  many 
improvements  by  a  mere  human  judgment 
or  induftry. 

The  reading  over  a  Latin  manufcript- 
verfion  of  the  firft  book  of  Paradife  Loft^ 
which  had  been  put  into  my  hands  a  little 
before,  gave  my  thoughts,  as  I  imagine^ 
this  turn ;  for  I  was  endeavouring  to  con- 
vince the  author,  that  Milton  would  be 
but  half-tranflared,  if  his  numbers  were 
not  transfufed,  as  well  as  his  general  fenfe 
given  i  and  if  there  was  not  the  fame  ftu- 
died,  or  happy  negledb,  or  choice  of  founds, 
either  harfti  or  indifferent,  or  fweet  apd 
foothing  to  the  ear^  in  the  copy  as  in  the 
original. 

Humam  generis  lafjum,  mtijjima  rufta 
Feedera^  lethtfera  fru^um  arhcrit^  wuU  nudomm 
Dira  cobwrs^  cum  mortt  Jumd^  mwtaiihti  ^gris 
Incubuit^  Paradifi  Amijfo  ;  major  Adamut 
Dum  *  martens  mortem  *vincat^  fedem^ue  beatmm 

•  Eodem  fcilicet  fenfu,  quo  Virgilius  dc  Nifo  : 
■  *  et  mmens  amnum  abfttdit  bofti. 

^neid  ix,  ?er.  445. 
£t 


Refiituatt  *€ane  Muja  :  Sina  qua  nwtki  fumm^ 
Orehive  olim^  fecrefo  numine  nuntem 
Iliiut  etffl&fti  Paftoris^  /men  Airmd 
^ifanBum  docuit^  quo  motu  terra fretumque^ 
^uOf  frinmm  e  ceeco  lux  ipfa  H  fidera  ea& 
Emersere  Chao — Vel  fijuga  faera  Sionis, 
Seu  Silo/e  magt  flunun  ames,  erae*la  Jebome 
^U€e  pladde  pr^ettr^ehHury  'oemranda,  Ofocaia, 
ExMuliy  Uranie^  atque  ingentibus  auuue  caeptis  : 
Du0  nifu  infoUto  fur  gens  fuper  dtthera  pmm$^  ' 

Supra  ojuii  foltfque  <vias^  fublims  Oljmpum 
De/piciam  ;  dicamque,  audax^  mractda  rerum 
Non  audita  aHas^  neque  n/atum  diQa  prior um 
CarmmhiUj  mumtris  unptam  neque  lege  filutis. 

Tuque  aJeOf  tibi  dileBas  qm  diUgis  sedee 
Cor  furuMy  fceleri/que  *vacaHSy  tu^  Spiritut,  a^ ! 
Omnia  not  a  tibi — Nafcentis  femina  muudi 
Fo*viJlij  prajensy  n/ajlumper  inane  cooBa^ 
it  paj/is  magnum t  omrnparens^  geniatibus  alts 
Maturafti  o*vum>     Tenebras  de  peSore^  Di^a, 
Di/cutias  ;  hundUmque  leves^  H  talibus  aufis 
EJfeparem  jubeas^  dumjuftum  atque  cmmbus  aqftnnt, 
JEternum  ojitndam  Patrem^  rerumque  potentem, 

S.   SAY. 

Et  Apoft.  adHcbraeos,  H,  9— —if. 
Et  imperiuM  morienj  marfi  abjlulit. 
P/ing  ho  flew.         ■     Dryckn^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CXXlX. 
ReVi  Mr.  Sav  to  Mr. 1. 

DEAR  SIR,  Match,  i7^Z'S- 


I 


F  you  remembdr  3t<  convcrfation  wc  had 
once  at  our  common  friend  Mr.  H-- — 's, 
you  will  never  put  any  queftion  to  me  con- 
cerning a  fubjedt  of  which  I  am  unwilling 
ever  to  think  more,  unlefs  it  be  in  reflec- 
tions on  the  difproportion  between  a  finite 
and  an  infinite'  mind,  and  the  improbabi- 
lity, that  the  one  fliould  ever  be  in  circum- 
ftances^  to  judge  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  other. 

I  was  glad,  therefore,  that  in  the  letttr 
you  fent  me,  you  put  the  queftion  in  terms 
which  made  it  eafier  to  fend  you  fome  kind 
of  anfwer ;  for  it  will  never  be  difiiculc  to 
me,  that  an  innocent  being  IhouW  fuffer, 
if  the  difficulty  arifes  merely  from  the  in- 
nocence, unlefs  you  fuppofc  its  fufferings, 

upon 
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upon  the  whole,  to  be  greater  than  icsen* 
joyments,  or  rewards. 

As  for  the  brute-creation,  we  know  £0 
little  of  their  fenfations,  or  the  laws  of 
Providence,  by  which  they  arc  governed, 
that  I  think  it  impdffible  for  us  to  deter* 
mine,  whether  this  be  the- cafe  with  them, 
confidefed  in  the  general.  As  to  indivi- 
duals, I  think  I  ihould  chufe  to  be  a  ma- 
naged  horfe,  or  a  difciplmed  dog,  for  a 
few  months,  that  I  might  be  the  favourite 
of  my  matter  for  all  the  reft  of  my  life :  ifi 
the  fame  manner  as  Paul  of  Tarfus  faith  to 
his  young  converts,  expofcd  to  fome  degrees 
of  perfecution,  If  ye  endure  cbaftifetnent^  (or  as 
his  words  intend,)  if  ye  are  under  paternal 
difcipline,  mijbia,  God  deaktb  with  you  as 
with  fotts.  And  in  fad,  we  fee  among 
ourfclves  that  the  future  and  greater  hapn 
pinefs  of  the  life  of  many  a  youth  is  x>wing 
to  this  wife  and  ufeful  difcipline. 

There  was  a  time,  indeed,  when  under 
a  wreck  of  every  delightful  idea,  I  was 
willing  to  catch  at  any  fragment  that  might 

lave 
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fire  me  from  Jinking,  aid  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  myfclf  that  there  never  was  a  fen-* 
fible  or  confcious  being,  who,  upon  the 
whole  of  his  exigence,  ihould  not  pofTefs 
an  over-balance  of  good  to  his  evil,  not- 
withftanding  the  two  different  ftates  of 
good  and  bad  men,  which  we  believe  here- 
after-, and  I  pleafed  myfelf  with  thele 
lines : 


For  who  would  lofs. 


Though  full  of  pain>  this  intelleftual  being, 
Thofe  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity  ; 
To  periih  rather ;  fwallow'd  up  and  loH 
In  the  wide  .womb  of  uncreated  night. 
Devoid  of  fenfe  and  motion  I 

ParadifeLoft,  b.  u. 

And  yet  (if  we  underftand  the  words 
aright,)  we  muft  except  one  perfon  at 
lead:,  concerning  whom  it  is  faid  *,  Good 
xpere  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  been 
lorn.  B«t  this  fingle  inftance,  I  perceive, 
you  would  not  have  allowed. 


But  whatever  difficulties  there  are  (as 

of 


there  arc  difficulties  never  to  be  thought 
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tt  again  by  me)  as  to  the  general  co6dil^ 
of  Providence,  I  could  never  think  with 
you,  that  pain  and  fufferings  ought  never, 
no,  not  in  any  oHe  itiftance,  to  befall  an 
innocent  being,  not  though  the  joy,  that 
fhould  be  let  before  him  as  the  reward  of 
it,  fhould  be  his  owd<  add  the  joy  of  mil- 
lions of  other  beings  in  confequence  of  ir, 
the  higheft  pleature  that  a  generous  ahd 
god-like  mind  could  prc^ofe  to  itfelf  j  or, 
to  defcend  lower,  while  I  am  conscious  1 
owe  the  ftrongeft  plcafures  of  my  life  fo 
preceding  pains,  and  which  nothing  but 
fhofe  pains  could  have  put  me  into  a  ca- 
pacity to  engoy.  And  with  what  reluftance 
ibever  I  may  fuflPer  Ibme  prefent  painful 
or  ungrateful  things,-  may  I  not  have  the 
fame  reafon  to  fay, 

*- —  F^/an  et  haec  olim  fneminiJfeJHvahit  * 

riunger  is  pain,  Iwft  a  pain  which  tltc 
ibftell  epicure  would  hardly  be  without. 
And  the  bellno  Ubrorum^  the  ifia'n  that  is 
greedy  of  varidus  knowledge,  or  ambitious 

Vol.  II.  X  «f 
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of  the  higheft  polls  in  the  church  or  in  the 
fiate^ 

Mulia  tulit  fecit^ui  puer^  fudavit  &  alfiii 

So  that  you  feetn  to  reafon  here]  ag^nft 
common  fenfe^  and  common  pradice; 

Cum  ventum  ad  verum  efty  fenfus  morefque 
repugnant. 

But  to  come  nearer  to  youy  let  me  only 
remind  you,  that  nothing  gives  a  greater, 
nothing)  perhaps^  an  equal  pkafure,  to 
a6ts  of  virtue,  and  the  more  fo,  the  more 
difficult  they  are  to  be  exerted,  as  in  the 
nobler  inftances  of  continence,  refolution, 
fortitude,  and  a  command  over  our  ftron- 
geil  inclinations  and  paflions;  without 
ivhich  there  could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  vir- 
tu^, or  the  inward  and  eternal  reward  of  a 
felf-approving  mind ; . 

^ —  Pulcberrima  pramia  pritnum^ 
Dii  morefque  dahunt  veftri, 

Virg. 

I 
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I  cannot  confent  therefore  that  "  jufticc" 
cr  "  goodncfs"  fhould  not  permit  the  in- 
nocent to  fuffer  in  any  inftance  whatever, 
or  for  any  confiderations. 

Whether  the  Governor  of  the  world 
could  have  attained  the  fame  ends,  or  given 
the  fame  pleafure,  without  the  fame  pre-r 
yious  pain  in  other  inftances,  I  know  not  -, 
but  not  the  fame  virtuous  pleafure,  I  ima- 
gine, without  the  fame  excrcife  of  virtue, 
which,  in  fonie  inftances  at  leaft,  is  its 
own  reward* 

Thus  far  I  can  venture  to  think,  but 
no  farther. 

Tours,  &c. 


X  2  IN 
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May«7»  «74J» 


N  confirmation  of  what  is  advanced  bjf 
the  learned  and  pious  author  of  the  fore- 
going lettpr,  (whom  it  pleafed  God  to  take 
po  himfelf  foon  after  the  writing  it  *,)  it 
may  be  farther  obferved  j  that  tf>crc  pan  bf 
no  temporal  evil,  but  whaf  njay,  upon  the 
.  whole,  tend  to  the  advantage  and  happi- 
ncfs  of  the  fufFercr,  fuppofing  a  Provi- 
jlcncc,  a  future  ftate,  and  the  immortality 
of  the  foul.  But,  without  thofe  princi- 
ples, the  ilate  and  condition  of  mankind 
|eem  to  be  the  n\oti  wrpprhed  and  forlorn 
of  all  creatures ;  and,  if  not  true,  the  be- 
lief of  them  contributes  at  lead  to  our 
prefent  happineft.  They,  therefore,  who 
endeavour  to  fubvert  thefc  animating  prift* 
ciples,  deferve  to  be  treated  as  enemies  to 
human  focicty.  Perhap?  a|l  thofe  natural 
evils,  or  moral  obliquities,  of  which  we  fo 
grievoufly  complain,  may  b^  no  ftrongev 

•  April  1?,  1743. 
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an  objedion  to  the  reftitude  of  the  whole 
fyitem,  than  hills  and  mountains  are  to  the 
rotundity  of  the  globe ;  and  may  anfwer 
various  excellent  purpofes^  though  we  are 
too  (hort-fighted  to  difcover  them.  **  Vin- 
^*  diftive  juftice"  in  the  Deity  is,  I  own^ 
no  article  of  my  creed.  All  punifhment 
in  the  hands  of  an  infinitely  wife  and  good 
Being,  I  think,  muft  be  medicinal,  or  what 
<we  call  chailifement. 

Tiierc  is  a  pafTage  in  Milton's  mafk  of 
Comus,  which  feems  to  coi>iprife  the  mai^ 
row  of  theology  -, 

Virtne  may  be  aflailM,  but  never  bait, 
Siirprif  M  by  nnjaft  force,  bat  not  intbrall'd ; 
Yea  eveo  that,  which  mifchief  meant  moft  harm. 
Shall  in  the  happy  trial  prove  moil  glory* 
But  evil  on  itfelf  iball  back  xecoil, 
And  mix  no  more  with  goodneis,  when  at  |a$ 
Gathered  4ike  fcam,  and  fettled  to  itfelf. 
It  (hall  be  in  eternal  reftlefs  change, 
Self-fed,  and  felf-confumed:  if  this  £ul, 
7he  pillared  firmament  is  rottencfs, 
^nd  earth's  bafe  built  on  ftabUc* 

Whatf 
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'%Vhat  St,  Paul  fpeaks  more  diredty  of  the 
icconciliation  bo|ii  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  to 
God  by  Jesus  CnaisT,  Romans  xii  32^ 
]p9r  God  bath  confkded  them  aU  in  mhelief^ 
fbat  hi  might  have  mp-cj  uf^n  ^  I  am  wil- 
ling to  underftand  in  a  more  extenfive 
fcnfe,  of  the  general  redemption  of  man- 
kind, at  the  confummadon  of  all  things* 
With  what  raptures  of  devotion  muft  everf 
one,  who  cherilhes  this  generous  dodlrine, 
join  with  the  apoftje  in  the  following  pa- 
thetic exclamation  \  0  tbt  depth  $f  the  riches 
Potb  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God ! 
How  unfearcbabk  are  his  judgments^  find  bis 
ivays  faji finding  out! 

Nor  will  thefe  fpntimcnts  appear,  on  re^- 
6e&ion,  fi>  contradi&ory  to  revelation,  as 
they  may  perhaps,  at  firft,  be  thought;  for 
(as  has  been  obferved  by  a  moft  excellent 
fiujthor  *,)  "  he  that  threatens  hath  ftill  the 
^'  power  of  execution  in  his  own  hands. 
*'  And  there  is  this  remarkable  difference 
^^  between  promifes  and  threatenings,  th^t 

*  Archblihop  Tillotfon,  vol.  ij  foL  p.  413* 

*^hp 
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**  he  who  promifcs  paffeth  over  a  right  to' 
*^  another,  and  thereby;  ftantls  obliged  to 
^*  him  in  judice  and  faithfubei^  to  make 
^  good  his  promife ;  and  if  he  do  not,  the 
^.  party  to  whom  the  promife  is  made  is 
**  not  only  difappointed,  but  injurioufly 
^^  dealt  wkhal:  but  in  threatenings  it  is 
^*  quite  otherwife.  He  that  threatens  keeps 
^'  the  right,  of  puniibing  in  his  own  hand, 
'^  and  is  not  obliged  to  execute  what  he 
^*  hath  threatened  any  farther  than  the  rea^- 
^  fons  and  ends  <rf  gpvemment  do  require : 
^*  and  he  may,  without  any  injury  to  the 
''  party  threatened,  .remit  and  abate  a$ 
^  much  as  he  pleafeth  of  the  puni&piem 
^^  that  he  hath  threatened :  aaid  becaufe  m 
^^  fo  doing  he  is  not  worfe  but  better  than 
^'  his  word,  nobody  can  find  fault,  or  com« 
''  plain  of  any  wrong  or  injuftice  thereby 
"  done  to  him*. 


*  Some  hare  cltought  that  the  good  archbtfliop 
went  iiere  farther  than  *'  is  written/'  the  great  Go» 
having  thought  fit  to  make  his  ^*  threats"  as  pofitive 
as  bis  '*  prdmiTes ;"  and  if  this  leafoning  be  admits 
ted,  it   is  not  eafily  feen  how  it  can  be  confident 

with 


**  Nbr  is  this  any  impeachment  of  God^s 
•*  truth  and  faithfulnefs,  arly  more  than  it 
"  is  eftecmed  among  men  a  piece  of  faUhood 
**  riot  to  do  what  thdy  have  threatened. 
"  God  did  abfoltitely  threaten  the  deftruc- 
**  tioil  of  the  city  of  Nineveh,  and  his 
*'  pecvifti  prophet  did  underftand  the  thrca- 
^  tening  td  be  abfolute,  and  was  very  an- 
••  gry  with  GoD  for  employing  him  in  a 
**  meflage  that  was  riot  made  good.  6ut 
**  God  underftood  his  own  right,  and  did 
**  what  he  pleafed,  notwithftanding  the 
*^  threatening  he  had  denounced,  and  for 
^*  all  Jonah  was  fo  touched,  in  honour,  that 
«*  he  had  rather  have  died  himfctf  than  that 
**  Nineveh  (hould  not  have  been  deftroyed, 
**  only  to  have  verified  his  meflage.** 

No  Certain  judgment  can  be  formed  of 
the  juftnefe  and  goodnefs  of  God  (more 
than  of  any  other  governor,)  by  a  partial 
view  of  his  difpenlations.    Before  we  can 

M(k  perfefttntthi  aifd  no  degree  of  fallhODd  j»n 
be  admicted  into  ^  pcrfcGk  chara^r. 

be 


r 
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be  qualified  to  cenfure  his  ways,  we  mufl: 
take  into'  the  account  not  only  the  prefent 
fliort  duration,  but  likewife  the  paft  and* 
the  future ;  and  then  it  will  be  found,  on 
fumming  up  the  whole,  that  his  throne  is 
founded  on  equity,  and  all  his  ways  arc 
righteoufnefs  and  truth. 

If  we  take  a  fummary  view  of  the  dif- 
pcnfations  of  God  to  mankind,  it  will  evi- 
dently appear  what  little  ground  we  have 
to  complain  of  any  want  of  goodnefs  to* 
wards  us. 

He  called  us  into  being  of  his  mere 
bounty,  and  has  made  us  capable  of  a 
thoufand  excellent  qualities.  He  has  fpread 
all  around  us  a  great  variety  of  fenfible 
goods,  which,  when  ufcd  with  moderation, 
tend  to  prolong  our  lives,  and  give  us,  at 
the  fame  time;,  the  moft  agreeable  fenfa* 
tions.  So  indulgently  has  he  blended  the 
delightful  with  the  ufeful !  He  hath  made 
known  to  us,  both  bv  reafon  and  reveia- 
tion,  die  methods  whereby  we  may  render 
ourfelves  acceptable  to  him,  and  become 

Vol.  il.  y  happy 
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happy  both  here  and  hereafter.  The  com- 
mandments, to  which  he  enjoins  our  obe- 
dience^  are  all  calculated  for  our  benefit ; 
for  a  man  camot  be  profitable  to  bis  Maker. 
Thefe  commandments  require  little  more 
of  us  than  what  the  voice  of  reafon  die- 
tates ;  and  are  all  eafy  to  be  performed, 
'till  we  have  corrupted  ourfelves  by  vicious 
habits*  Thefc  depraved  habits  may  be 
reformed  ;  and  God  is  not  implacable,  but 
will  accept  of  our  fincere  repentance :  and, 
after  this  life  is  ended,  he  will  convey  the 
virtuous  and  truly  penitent  to  manfions  of 
cverlafting  glory.  They  indeed,  who  ob- 
ftinately  refufe  to  be  converted,  (hall  fuffer 
puniflimcnt  proportionable  to  their  offen- 
ces, and  fuch  as  the  rules  of  juftice  and 
equity  diftate.  And  this  the  order  of  God's 
government,  the  reverence  due  to  his  laws, 
the  benefit  and  final  converfion  of  the  of- 
fenders themfelvcis,  and  the  improvement  of 
other  moral  agents,  manifellly  require. 

Abfolute  indefeftibility,  or  an  incapacity 
of  deviating  in  any  inftance  from  the  rule 
of  right,  is  probably   one   of  the  incom- 
municable 
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municable  perfeftions  o£  the  Deity  -,  and, 
if  that  be  the  cafe,  tQ  require  a  creature 
not  fubjeft  to  error,  grief,  or  pain,  is  to 
require  an  impoflibility :  but  if,  upon  the 
whole,  the  good  overbalances  the  evil,  that 
furplus  of  happinefs  muft  be  afcribed  to 
the  free  grace  or  benevolence  of  God. 

The  celebrated  Bayle  employed  his  laft 
hours  in  raifing  objeftions  againft  the  juf- 
tice  and  goodnefs  of  the  Governor  of  the 
world,  which  he  has  difplayed  in  the.moft 
artful  manner  imaginable  *,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  his  writings  have  contributed 
to  drive  many  a  thoughtful  man,  of  a  me« 
lancholy  completion,  into  defpair.  In 
how  different  a  ftrain  does  the  divine  Epic- 
tetus  (for  fo,  I  think,  he  may  be  juftly 
called,)  difcourfe  of  the  ways  of  God,  of 
the  difpofition  of  his  own  heart,  of  the 
thoughts  and  employments  in  which  he 
would  be  glad  to  be  fcized  by  death !  "  For 
**  my  own  part,  (fays  he,)  I  wifli  death 
^*  may  overtake  me  wholly  employed  in  cor- 
"  reding  my  will,  that  I  may  be  free  fronji 
*'  all  terror,  difentangled  from  all  cares  and 
**  paflions,  and  ready  to  obey  his  fummons 
Y  2  *'  without 
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"  without  relu6tancc.    So  that  I  may  then 
"  be  able  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  God  in  this 


"  Have  I,  in  any  inftance,  tranfgfefled 
"  thy  laws  ?  Have  I  neglcftcd  the  oppor- 
**  tunities  of  doing  good,  which  thou  haft 
**  afforded  me  ?  Have  I  mifemployed  my 
*'  faculties  or  my  underftanding  ?  Did  I 
**  ever  accufe  thee,  or  arraign  thy  govern- 
**  ment  ?  I  have  been  fick,  becaufe  it  was 
*'  thy  pleafure :  others  have  been  fick  too, 
"  but  I  without  repining.  I  have  lived  in 
"  a  ftate  of  poverty,  becaufe  it  was  thy 
"  will ;  but  content  and  eafy.  I  have 
♦*  not  been  a  magiftrate,  becaufe  thou  didft 
*'  not  fee  fit  it  Ihould  be  fo ;  nor  have  I 
"  defired  to  be  one.  Didft  thou  ever  be- 
"  hold  me  more  melancholy  on  this  ac- 
"  count,  or  have  I  ever  addrefled  thee  with 
**  a  countenance  lefs  chearful  ?  I  am  ready 
"  to  obey,  or  to  fufier  whatever  thou  Ihalt 
"  ordain.  Is  it  thy  will,  that  I  fhould  now 
"  quit  this  grand  theatre  ?  I  am  content  to 
*'  quit  it ;  and  return  thee  all  poffiblc 
**  thanks  for  deigning  to  admit  me  to  h^  a 

"  fpcc* 
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**  fpeftator  of  this  glorious  fccne  of  thy 
"  works,  and  for  giving  me  fuch  a  fenfc  of 
"  thy  over-ruling  Providence.  May  death 
•*  feize  me  mediuting,  writing,  or  reading 
*'  fuch  things  as  thefe !" 
Epiftetus,  as  quoted  by  Arrian,  b.  iii,  c.  5. 

Abftrafting  from  thefe  words  a  little  of 
the  Stoical  pride,  with  which  they  arc  tinc- 
tured, and  underftanding  them  in  a  quali- 
fied fenfe,  there  is  ho  confiderate  man  but 
would  wifh  to  die  with  fuch  fentiments.  At 
leaft,  nothing  can  be  more  juft  than  the 
general  maxim  of  this  philofopher,  that  it 
is  the  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  of  every 
one  to  be  found  at  the  hour  of  death,  ful- 
filling the  tafk  alfigned  him  by  Providence, 
grateful  for  the  bleffings  he  has  received  in 
life,  and  entirely  refigned  to  the  will  of 
his  wife  Creator, 

W.  DUNCOMBE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXX. 

Countcfs  of  Hertford  •to  the  Rcv# 
Dr.  Burnet  f.  - 

SIR,  Oa.  1744* 

A  A  M  very  fenfibly  obliged  by  the  very 
kind  compaffion  you  cxprcfs  for  me  under 
my  heavy  afRidion  J-  The  meditation$ 
you  have  favoured  me  with  afford  the 
ftrongeft  motives  for  confolation  that  can 
be  offered  to  a  perfon  under  my  unhappy 
circumftances.  The  dear  lamented  fon  I 
have  loft,  was  the  pride  and  joy  of  my 
heart,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  the  more  eafily 
cxcufed  for  having  looked  on  him  in  this 

•  Sec  note  f  on  letter  cxxiii,  p.  117, 

f  Prebendary  of  Salifbury,  and  redlor  of  Weft^ 
klngton,  Wilts, 

t  The  death  of  her  ladyfhip's  only  fon,  George 
lord  vifcount  Beauchamp,  at  Bologna  in  Italy,  Sept. 
iW  >744- 

light, 
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lights  fincc  he  was  not  fo  from  the  outwani 
advantages,  he  poffeffed,  but  from  the  vir- 
tues and  redlitude  of  his  mind.  The  prof- 
pcfts  which  flattered  me  in  regard  to  him, 
were  not  drawn  from  his  diftinguifhed 
rank,  or  from  the  beauty  of  his  perfon, 
but  from  the  hopes  that  his  example  would 
have  been  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of  vir- 
tue, and  would  have  (hewn  the  younger 
part .  of  the  world,  that  it  was  poflible  to 
be  chearful  without  being  foolifh  or  vici- 
ous, and  to  be  reh^gious-  without  feverity' 
or  melancholy.  His  whole  life  was  one 
Uninterrupted  couffe  of  duty  isxid  obedi- 
ence to  his  parents,  arid  when  he  found 
the  hand  of  death  upon  him,  his  only  re- 
gret was  to  think  of  thei  agonies  which 
muft  rend  their  hearts  •,  for  he  was  perfedly 
contented  to  leave  the  world,  as  his  con- 
fcience  did  not  reproach  him  with  any 
prefumptuous  fins,  and  he  hoped  his  errors 
would  be  forgiven.  Thus  he  refigned  his 
innocent  foul  into  the  hands  of  his  merci- 
ful Creator,  on  the  evening  of  the  birth- 
day which  completed  him  nineteen.  You 
will  not  be  furprifcd,  Sir,  that  the  death  of 

fuck 
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fuch  a  fon  ftiould  occafion  the  decpeft 
forrow,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  it  leaves  us 
the  tnoft  comfortable  aflfurance  that  he  is 
far  happier  than  our  fondeft  wifhes  could 
have  made  him ;  which  muft  enable  us  to 
fupport  the  remainder  of  years,  which  it 
fliall  pleafe  God  to  allot  for  us  here,  with, 
out  murmuring  or  difcontent,  and, quicken 
our  endeavours  to  prepare  ourfelvcs  to  fol- 
low him  in  that  happy  place  whither  our 
deaf  valuable  child  is  gone  before  us. 

I  beg  the  continuance  of  your  prayers  j 
and  am.  Sir, 

Yours, 

F,  HERTFORD. 


LETTER 
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♦LETTER    CXXXI. 

Archbiihop   Herring  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
George   Benson  f. 


KEVBREKD  sin,  Kcnfington^  Feb.  2,  1747-3. 


I 


CANNOT  fatisfy  myfclf  with  having 
fent  a  cold  and  common  anfwer  of  thanks, 
for  your  volume  of  moft  excellent  and  \ife- 

f  A  learned  and  eminent  diiTenting  teacher,  firft 
cp-adjutor  and  afterwards  fucceffor  to  Dr.  Lardner, 
in  Cratched-fryars,  author  of  the  **  Reafonablenefs 
*^  of  the  chriftian  religion,"  the  **  Life  of  Jefas 
"  Chrift,  &c."  In  1747*  having  printed]  a  volume 
of  fermons,  on  various  important  fubjedts,  he  pre* 
fented  it  to  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  with 
congratulations  on  his  elevation  to  that  fee.  This 
occafioned  his  grace's  writing  him  the  above  letter, 
which  Mr*  Amory,  the  e^iitor,  *<  as  a  friend  to  liberty 
**  and  mankind,"  has  inserted  in  his  '*  Memoirs  of  the 
•«  life  of  Dr.  Bcnfon,"  prefixed  to  his  "  life  of  Chrift;" 
and  which  for  the  fame  reafon  is-  re-publifhed  here ; 
'*  becauifi  it  breathes  fo  flroagly  that  chriftian  fpirit, 
**  which,  did  it  generally  prevail  in  the  governors 
'^  of  the.chrifiian  church,  would  produce  moft  ex<r 

Vol.  U.  Z  *'  tenfiw 
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ful  fermons,  .  I  do  it  in  this  manner  with 
great'  eftecm  and  cordiality.  I  thank  you, 
at  the  feme  time,  as  it  becomes  me  to  do, 
for  your  very  obliging  good  wishes.  The 
fubjed,  on  which  my  friends  congratulate 
me,  is,  in  truth,  matter  of  conftant  anxiety 
to  me.  I  hope  I  have  an  honeft  intention, 
and  for  the  reft  I '  muft  rely  on  the  good 
grace  of  God,  and  the  counfel  and  affif- 
tancc  of  my  friends. 

*  L  think  it  happy,  that  I  am  called  up 
to  this  high  .ftation  at  a  time,  when  fpite, 
and  rancour,  and  narrownefs  of  fpirit  are 
out  of  countenance  -,  when  we  breathe  the 
benign  and  comfortable  air  of  liberty  and 
toleration  ;  and  the  teachers  of  our  com- 
mon religion  m?ke  it  their  bufinefs  to  ex- 
tend its  cflential  infiuence,  arid  join  in  fup- 
portirig  its  true  intereft  and  honour.  Nq 
times  ever  called  more  loudly  upon  protef- 
tants  for  zeal,  and  unity,  and  charity. 
1  am,  Rev.  Sir, 

Your  afflired  friend, 

T.  CANTUAR, 

«•  ten  five  good  cffe£ls,  in  regard  to  the  prcfent  as 
«*  well  as  final  happinefs  of  mankind/'  He  died  in 
i76ij,  a^ed  61.  •  LETTER 
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f  •LETTER     CXXXIL 


Bifhop  Benson  f  to  Dr.  Benson. 


''  g  J  ^  'Bcrry.ftteet,  Wefexninflcr, 

*  Jan. 10,  1748-9. 


I 


RECEIVED,  at  my  coming  to  town 
upon  Saturday  kft,  what  you  arc  pleafed 
to  flylc  a  fmall,  bait   muft   allow  mc  to 


t  This  excellent  prelate  was,  from  his  yodth  to 
bis  lutefl  age,  the  d/slight  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
accompanied  the  late  earl  of  Pomfret  in  his  travels, 
and  in  Italy  became  acquainted  with  tlie  late  bifhop 
Berkeley,  as  he  did  at  Paris  with  the  late  archbifhop 
Seeker,  who  aftehvards  married  his  filler.  It  was 
much  againil  his  will  that  he  was  appointed  bilhop 
of  Gloucefter,  in  1734,  [fee  letter  cii,  p.  57.] 
and  from  that  fee  he  would  never  remove.  For  a 
farther  account  of  him,  drawn  up  by  a  maderly 
hand,  and  con  amortt  fee  the  •*  life  of  arch- 
••  bifliop  Seeker,"  prefixed  to  the  1  ft  volume  of  his 
iermoQs,  p.  xxiix — 1^. 

Let  me  add,  that  fo  nnblemiihed  was  bifhop  Ben*- 

fon's  charafter,  that  Mr.  Pope  allowed  him  to  have 

Z  2  ♦*.  manners 
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« 

eftcem  a  very  valuable  prefent ;  your  **  Pa- 
**  raphrafe  and  notes  on  .the  leven  catholic 
*'  epiftles  •/*  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
perufe  them,  but  I  could  not,  till  I  had, 
delay  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  great 
favour  which  you  have  done  me ;  and  to 
which  I  wifh  I  could  think  myfelf  entitled 
Upon  any  of  the  other  accounts  you  men- 
tion; befides  that  only  of  wearing  a 
name,  to  which  you,  by  your  learning, 
have  done  honour. 

<'  manners  with  candonr^^^  and  even  the  author  of 
the  **  Epifcopade/'  a  fatire  on  the  whole  epifcopal 
bench,  could  not  find  a  flaw  in  it.  On  the  oontraiy^ 
he  faysy 

Let  Ifim  walk  with  his  God  in  the  dty  of  Gloncefter. 
He  died  in  17 $2. 

This  letter  is  added  for  the  reafon  given  in  the 
preceding  note ;  *^  becaufe  (in  Mn  Amory's  words) 
**  it  is  fall  of  the  fanie  chriftian  and  catholic  fpirit^ 
«*  and  is  likely  to  promote  it  in  the  attentive  reader.** 

•  Dr.  Benfon,  in  a  former  volume,  had  written  on 
Philemon,  i  &  ii  Thcflalonians,  i  Timothy,  Titus,  and 
ii  Timothy.  So  that  his  2d  volume,  together  with  the 
Paraphrafes  of  Mr.  Locke  and  Mr.  Pierce,  finiflied  the 
epifUes  in  the  manner  propofed  and  begun  by  Mr. 
Locke« 

I 


r 
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I  can  only  fay  for  myfelf,  that  I  have 
a  iincere  defire  to  do  all  the  good  which 
my  abilities  will  capacitate  me  for,  in  the 
ftation  in  which  it  has  plcafed  Providence 
to  place  me ;  and  a  fincere  delight  to  fee 
virtue  and  religion  defended,  in  an  age 
which  fo  much  wants  it,  by  able  hands. 
And  no  one  can  be  more  ready  than  myfclf 
to  acknowledge,  how  much,  upon  this 
account,  we  are  indebted  to  the. learned 
labours,  and  admirable  writings,  of  feveral 
of  thofe  whom  we  have  the  unhappincfs  to 
have  differing  from  us  in  fome  le&  impor- 
tant particulars. 

I  beg  of  God  to  blefs  your  and  their 
labours  for  his  fervice,  and  to  unite  us  all 
in  love  and  charity  here,  and  glory  here- 
after. And  yourfclf  I  beg  with  much  ve^ 
gard  to  believe  me  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  faithful  and 

niuch  obliged  humble  fervant, 
M.  GLOUCESTER. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CXXXin. 

Mr,  DuNcoMBE  to  Mr.  Highmore. 

DEAR  SIR,         Frith-llreet,  January  17,  1748-9. 


T 


HE  laft  time  I  was  with  you,  I  took 
notice,  that  Mr.  Addifon  (in  the  SpeSatorj 
numb.  40,)  had,  to  the  beft  of  my  remem- 
brance, mifreprefented  Ariftotle^s  fcnti* 
ments,  in  fome  particulars,  relating  to  tra- 
gedy. 

Now,  that  you  may  judge  for  yourfelf; 
I  will  tranfcribc  Ariftotle's  words,  with  the 
remark  of  M.  Dacier  %  which  you  may,  at 
your  leifure,  compare  with  the  above-men- 
tioned SpeSator.  *'  The  end  and  defign  of 
"  tragedy  (fays  he)  is  to  excite  pity  and 
*'  terror.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  wc 
**  ought  not  to  reprefcnt  a  *  very  good 
*•  man*  as  falling  from  profpcrity  into 
"  great  affiiftions-,  for  this,  inftead  of  ex- 
*'  citing  pity  and  terror,  will  raife  horror ; 

"  which 
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«  *bich  is  conderriBed  by  all.  Moreover, 
*'  we  ought  not, to  reptefent  the  misfor* 
**  tunes  of  a  *  very  wicked  man/  This, 
*'  indeed,  may  give  us  fome  pleafure,  but 
*'  it  will  neither  raifc  fear  nor  pity,  in  per- 
"  fons  of  a  virtuous  charafter :  for  the 
**  firft  is  chiefly  raifed  by  the  misfortunes 
**  of  thofe^who  are  like  ourfelves;  and  the 
^*  latter  by  the  affliftions  of  fuch  as  feem 
•*  to-dcfcrvc  a  better  fate.  The  only  pro- 
"  per  fubjeft  then  for  tragedy  is  a  perfon 
**  of  a  mixed  ch^rafter,  neither  very  good, 
*'  nor  very  bad ;  who  does  not  draw  his 
*'  misfortunes  on  himfelf  by  any  enormous 
**  crime ;  but  becomes  unhappy  by  infir- 
**  mities,  or  fome  involuntary  fault. 

"  It  follows  from  hence,  that  tragedy 
•*  ought  rather  to  end  with  the  ill,  than 
**  with  •  the  good,  fortune  of  the  princioal 
"  charafters,  provided  this  unhappinefs  oc 
**  the  confequence  of  fome  great  fault,  and 
**  not  the  natural  efFeft  of  notorious  crimes, 
*'  In  a  word,  the  fum  of  what  I  have  been 
**  faying  is,  that  the  poet  (hould  defcribe* 

«  the 
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•*  the  misfortunes  of  a  man,  who  is  neither 
"  bad  nor  good,  but  if  he  cannot  find  a 
**  charafter  cxaftly  fuch,  let  his  good  qua- 
^*  lities  preponderate  his  bad  ones  *." 

Ariftotle's  Poetics,  c.  ij, 

DACIER's    REMARK. 

**  Ariftotle  rightly  here  obferves,  that 
*'  the  misfortunes  of  a  man  fuperior  to 

*  No  one  has  done  more  juftice  to^  this  firft  and 
beft  of  critics  than  a  late  efTayifly  in  oppofition  to 
**  the  falhionable  and  naufeous  petulance  of  feveral 
^*  impertinent  moderns,  who  have  attempted  to  dif« 
'*  credit  this  great  and  nfefal  writer."  Of  the  Po- 
**  etics  in  particular  he  obferves,  that  <<  they  feem 
**  to  have  been  written  for  the  ufe  of  that  prince  with 
**  whofe  education  Ariftotle  was  honoured^  to  give 
*<  him  a  juft  tafte  in  reading  Homer  and  the  trage- 

**  dians .To  attempt  to  underftand  poetry, 

'<  without  having   diligent]/  digefted    this*  treatife, 
/  <*  would  be  as  abfurd  and  impollible,  as  to  pretend 

**  ioz  ikill  in  geometiy,  without  having  ftudied  £u* 
•*  did.  The  14th,  15  th,  and  i6th  chapters,  wherein 
**  he  has  pointed  out  the  propercfl  methods  of 
**  exciting  terror  and  pity,  convince  us,  that 
**  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  thofe  ob* 
*^}c€L$  which  moft  forcibly  affed  the  heart.     The 

"  prime 
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**  others  in  virtue  cannot  excite  either  feaf 
"  or  pity,  but  will  faife  horror.  Coilfe- 
•*  quently,  the  misfortunes  of  fuch  a  one 
**  cannot  refine  the  paflions  •,  for  the  audi* 
*'  ence,  when  they  find  that  virtue  makes 
*'  us  unhappy,  will  be  driven  into  defpair. 
*'  Why,  indeed,  (hould  we  take  pains  to 
"  corrc6t  the  paflions,  if  thofe  who  guide 
''  them  by  reafon,  are  no  Icfs  wretched 
**  than  the  vicious  ;  and  if  virtue  itfelf 
**  plunges  us  into  mifcry  ?  . 

"  Surely,  therefore,  this  precept  of  Ari- 
"  ftotle,  by  which  he  forbids  his  poet  to 
'*  make  a  very  good  man  unhappy,  is  juft 
"  aiid  true." 

Thus  far  Dacier. 

**  prime  excellence  of  this  precious  trektife  is,  the 
'*  fcholaftic  preciiidn,  and  philofophical  clofenefsy 
«'  with  which  the  Aibjed  is  handled,  without  any 
'*  addrefs  to  the  paffions  or  imagination.  It  is  to  be 
'*  lamented,  that  the  part  of  the  Poetics  in  which 
•*  he  had  given  precepts  for  comedy,  did  not  Hkewife 
••  defcend  to  poftcrity.'^ 

Eflay  on  the  writings  and  genius  of  Pope,  p.  170. 

Vol.  II.  A  a  In 
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In  regard  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
between  Ariftotle  and  Addifon,  I  Ihall 
only  fay,  with  the  ftiepherd  in  Virgil, 

Ncn  nojirum  inttr  vos  $  ant  as  componere  Utes. 

However,  though  Addifon  was  at  liberty 
to  have  (hewn  (if  he  could)  that  the  rule 
here  laid  dov^^n  by  the  philofopher,  has  no 
foundation  in  nature  or  in  reafon,  (for 
though  his  ipfe  dixit  formerly  fwayed  the 
whole  chriftian  world,  authors  cannot  now 
avail  themfelves  of  it,)  yet,  I  think,  it  is 
by  no  means  allowable  to  prcfs  (if  I  may 
fo  fpeak)  a  venerable  name  into  our  party^ 
agaznft  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of 
his  own  words. 


The  late  duke  of  Buckingham  has  co- 
pied, in  his  EJfay  on  Poetry^  the  rule  here 
laid  down  by  Ariftotle ; 

Rej«A  that  vulgar  error>  which  appears 
So  fair,  of  making  perfeA  chara^ers : 

There's 


[ 


I  179  1 

Tkere's  no  Aich  thiag  in  natare,  and  too'H  draw 
A  fanltkfs  monfter>  which  the  world  ne'er  iaw ; 
There  muft  be  faults  that  his  misfortanes  drew  ; 
But  fach  as  may  deferve  compaffion  too. 

The  players,  in  general,  are  very  fond  of 
this  ^  pcrfeft  charafter**  (as  the  duke  of 
B/calls  it)  becaufe  it  makes  them  ihine, 
as  they  think,  in  the  eyes  of  the  audience. 

Yours  fincerely, 

W.  BUNCOMBE. 


LETTER      CXXXIV. 
Mr.  DuNCOMBE  to  Mr»  Jeffreys  *• 

DEAR  SIR,  Feb,  3,  1748-9. 

X  HE  ingenious  author  of  ClariiTa  ha^ 
in  a  poftfcript  annexed  to  his  laft  volume, 
endeavoured  to  juftify  his  conduft  in  ma- 

*  See  note  t  on  letter  xcii,  p.  17^ 

A  a  2.  king 
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king  a  very  virtuous  charafter  unhappy, 
by  the  authority  of  Ariftotle  and  Addifon ; 
on  which  occafion,  I  fent  the  inclofed  let- 
ter* to  our  conimon  friend^  Mr.  High- 
more.  But  there  are  fome  paffages  in  Arj- 
^otle  himfelf,  which,  if  rightly  tranflated, 
(for  I  have  not  the  original  by  me,)  I  am 
at  a  lofs  to  reconcile. 

For  example :  "  A  pcrfon  of  fuch  a 
"  character  as  is  a  proper  fubjeft  for  tra- 
"  g^y>  ^^^  (he  faysj  draw  his  misfor^ 
"  tunes  on  himfelf  by  fome  involuntary 
«  fault,'* 

Now,  I  think,  there  can  be  no  **  fault'* 
at  all,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  will; 
and  confequcntly,  that  an  **  involuntary 
*'  fault'*  is  a  contradiftion  in  terms. 

Afterwards  he  fays,  that  "  this  unhap- 
**  pinefs  muft  be  the  confequencc  of  fome 
^-  great  fault,  but  not  of  a  notorious 
**  crime,'*    As  you  have  formerly  read  lee* 

*  See  the  foregoing. 


turcs  on  Horace,  I  beg  you*ll  read  a  lefture 
to  mc  on  Ariftotle,  and  explain  the  precilt 
difference  between  **  fault**  and  "  crime." 
Ariftotle  afferts,  that  '^  the  end  of  tragedy- 
**  is  to  purge  and  refipe  the  paflions  •/'  and 
afterwards  adds,  that  "  this  can  be  no  other 
**  way  effcfted  than  by  exciting  pity  or  terr 
**  ror  •,'*  but  why  is  not  ^*  admiration**  a 
fit  objeft  of  tragedy  ?  Surely  this  tends 
to  difcountenaqce  all  low  purfuits,  and  to 
excite  a  noble  emulation,  which  I  fhould 
call  "  refining  of  the  paflions.** 

But  if  (upon  the  authority  of  Ariftotle) 
we  muft  not  flyle  fuch  plays  as  Cato  and 
Heroic  Love,  tragedies ;  they  are,  at  leaft, 
(as  Mr.  Pope  fpeaks  of  his  own  paftorals  *) 
^*  fomeching  better.** 

As  Ariftotle  formed  his  rules  for  epie 
poetry  from  the  Iliad  and  Odyfley,  I  am 
apt  to  think,  his  canons  for  the  dranu 
-were  drawn  from  the  tragedies  then  extant  ^ 

which  he  confidcred  as  ftandards  of  per- 

» 

^  In  the  Guardiaoy  vol.  i,  namb.  40. 

feifbion*. 
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fdJtort*  He  fays,  that  "  to  reprelcnt  a 
**  very  good  man  as  falling  from  profpcrity 
^^Into  great  affliftions,  is  apt  to  excite 
**  horror,  and  therefore  condemned  by 
•*  aH."  The  reafon  of  its  exciting  "  hor- 
"for**  I  take  to  be,  that  fuch  fubjefts 
tend  to  impeach  the  juflice  of  Providence* 
This  is  very  rational ;  but  how  (hall  we 
reconcile  his  recommending  the  charafter  of 
Oedipus,  as  a  perfe&  model  foj  tragedy, 
with  th^s  maxim  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more 
apt  to  excite  "  horror,"  and  to  drive  men 
into  defpair,  than  to  fee  fo  virtuous  a  per- 
son, as  Oedipus  is  reprefented  to  be,  (a 
man  adorned  with  every  princely  and  he- 
roic quality)  plunged  into  fuch  terrible  ca- 
lamities by  an  abfolute  decree  of  the  gods, 
made  before  he  was  born,  and  without  any 
fault  of  his  own  ?  He  killed  his  father  in- 
deed ;  but  ignorantiy,  in  a  rencounter,  and 
merely  in  his  own  defence.  He  married 
his  mother  %  but  did  not  fufpeA  fhe  was  his 
mother,  nor  had  any  reafon  to  think  fo. 
"What  juft  grounds,  therefore,  can  there 
be  for  thofe  terrible  complaints  of  hii 
Wickcdncfs?    The   reproach   he  cafts    oa 

the 
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the  godsi  in  Dryden,  is  finely  more  rea* 
fonable : 

*<  Impute  my  errors  to  yoar  own  decree; 
**  My  handi  are  gailty,  but  my  heart  is  free  }^ 

which  is  juft  fuch  a  fort  of  guilt,  as  the 
knife,  that  had  killed  an  ox, .  offered  as  4 
viftim  to  the  gods,  was  punifhed  for,  of 
old,  by  the  Cretans  and  Athenians,  as  Por* 
phyry  relates  -,  and  becaufc  there  is  fomc^. 
thing  droll  in  the  ftory,  I  will  ftop  and 
tell  it  you.     "  Preparatory  to  the  facrificc^ 
^^  they  chofe  fonie  maids  of  an  unbleintflied 
•*  charadter,  to  carrv  a  veflel  of  water,  to 
**  moiften  the  grind-ftone,  on  whicti   the  / 
"  axe  and  knife  were  to  be  ground  an4  - 
"  fharpened.    After  they,  were  whet  by  ^' 
**  man  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  he  deli- 
^  vered  the  axe  to  a  fecond,  and  the  knife 
"  to  a  third,  perfon.     The  fecond  ftnick  - 
**  down  the  ox,  and  the  third  cut  his  throat* 
"  Afterwards,   flaying  the    beaft,  they  all 
«  fed  upon  the  fle0i.     Then  they  ftufied 
"  the  fkin  with  hay,  and,  tacking  it  toge- 
"  ther,  fct  huTi  upon  his  feet  in  an  ered 

*'  pofture. 
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**  pofture^  and  fattened  a  plough  to  him^ 
*'  as  if  he  were  going  to  work.  A  formal 
'*  proccfs  was  now  carried  on  againft  all  the 
**  perfons  acccffaiy  to  his  death,  and  they 

'  **  were  called  upon  to  defend  thethfelves. 
**  The  virgins  pleaded  that  they  only  car- 
**  ried  the  water,  and  accufed  the  man  that 
*'  delivered  the  inftruments ;  he,  the  man 
"  that  knocked  down  the  ox  -,  and  he,  the 
**  man  that  cut  his  throat-,  and  the  laft 
**  perfon  impeached  the  knife  itfelf ;  which, 
**  bccaufe  it  was  refradory,  and  refufed  to 
**  plead,  was  unanimoufly  found  guilty,  and 
**  accordingly  condemned  to  be  plunged 
**  into  the  fea  and  drowned." 
^        Porpbyrius  de  abftinentid  ab  animaliffus 

\  ^  necandiSy  lib.  ii^  /  30- 

\ 

Porphyry  relates  this  ftory  to  fliew,  that 
thofe,  who  firft  flew  tame  animals,  were 
coivfcious  they  had  committed  a  wicked 
and  immoral  aftion,  and  therefore  made 
ufe  of  this  fantaftical  expedient  to  acquit 
thcmfclvcs  of  the  guilt  of  it. 


But 
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But  to  return  to  Oedipus ;  the  ills  that , 
he  commits  are,  throughout  the  whole  play, 
afcribed  entirely  to  the  uncontroulable  de- 
cree of  fate.    Thus,  aft  ii,  fcene  2d,  Ti- 
refias  iays  to  him, 

««     >    ■  Thou  art  entangled  in  the  fnare 
"  Of  winding  fate," 

^ain,  in  the  fame  fcene, 

*?  The  fate  thaMraird  thee,  but  prepar'd  thy  ruin." 

To  which  Oedipus  generoufly  anfwcrs, 
•<  if  faying  Thebes  I  fall,  then  welcome  ruin.'* 

But  fuch  noble  fentiments  make  his  fuflFer- 
ings  appear  the  more  fhoclcing. 

Oedipus  himlelf  fays,  in  aft  iii,  fcene  4th, 

'«  Whoever  dares  think  freely,  all  the  guilt 
**  Muft  to  the  partial  gods  and  fate  afciibe, 
"  And  xse  acquit  as  goiltlefi*" 

Vol.il  Bb  This 
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This  is  no  rant,  but  fober  truth. 

In  the  laft  ad,  fcene  the  3<1,  Oedipus 
declares,  "  he  is  well  afTured,  it  was  not 
*'  in  the  power  of  ficknefs»  or  any  acci- 
"  dent,  to  cut  him  off,  'till  he  had  accom- 
"  pliflied  all  the  ills  he  was  born  to  fulfill/* 
/  Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  (as  was  obferved 
before,)  that  "  Oedipus"  and  the  '*  knife** 
were  equally  guilty  ?  All  the  difference  is, 
one  was  an  "  inanimate,"  and  the. other  a 
**  confcious'*  machine.  And  what  rational 
ground  can  there  be  for  all  thofe  repeated 
complaints  of  his  enormous  crimes  ? 

It  may  now  perhaps  be  afked,  •*  What 
"  then  is  the  moral  of  this  play  ?"  Plainly 
no  more  than  this,  viz.  To  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  the  populace  the  higheft  venera- 
^  tion  for  the  truth  and  ^  veracity  of  oracles, 
by  fhewing  the  'fatal  iffefts  of  neglefting 
to  obey  their  facred  commands. 

The  magiflratcs  C^adgr  whofe  dircftion 

the  flage  then  was,)  might  probably  think 

•  .         this 
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^bis  a  very  important  "  poliiicar*  moral ; 
and  (o  Meed,  I  believe,  it  was,  in  thole 
jimes :  for  it  is  to  be  prefumed, .  from  fcVe- 
ral  ftories  in  hiftoiy,  that  the  civil  govern- 
ment jiad  a  great  influence  over  the  priefts, 
wifo  prelided  in  the  temples,  where  oracles 
weir  deliver^,  and  by  thefe  ^eans,  they 
-became  ufc/>il  inftruments  to  kef  p  the  peo- 
ple in  due  ob^ctie^e^.  How  liable  the  ora- 
cles were  to^  be  corrupted  by.  wealth  and 
power,  is  evident  from  ancient  hiftory. 

Demofthenes,  fenfible  of  this  great  truth, 
%s,  "The  Pythian  Phiiippifcs;"  corr>- 
jplainjng,  .that,  the  oraqle  of  Apollo  at  Del- 
phi was  always  partial  to  Philip. 

"  Cleomeqes,  one  of  the  kings  of  Sparta, 
•{as  Herodotus  relates  in  his  6th  book) 
"  being  defirous  to  have  Demaratus,  the 
"  other  king,  depofed,  pretended  f hat  he 
"  w^s  not;  the  fon  of  Arifton,  his  prede- 
*'  ccffor>;  and  that  Arifton  himfelf  had 
**  confeiTed  that  his  wife  was.  delivered  of 
him  before;  her  time.  Hereupon  the 
\  Spartans  determined  to  enquire  of  the 
B  b  2  "  oracle 


cc 


t     »88    ] 

**  oracle  at  Delphi,  whether  Dcmaratus  were 
"  the  Ton  of  Arifton,  or  not.  But,  before 
*•  this  refolution  was  divulged,  Cleomcnes 
**  had  pre-engaged  Cobon,  the  fon  of  Arift- 
**  ophantus ;  who,  being  a  perfon  of  great 
•*  authority  in  Delphi,  prevailed  upon  Pe- 
."  rialla,  the  arch-pricftefs,  to  give  fuch  an 
*•  anfwcr  as  Cleomcnes  deflred.  So  that 
*•  when  the  Spartans  came  toconfult  the 
**  oracle,  the  Pythian  pronounced  Dema- 
"  ratus  not  to  be  the  fon  of  Arifton.  By 
**  thcfe  artifices,  Cleomcnes  carried  his 
**  point,  and  Demaratus  was  depofed.  The 
"  coUufion  being  afterwards  difcovcred, 
**  Gobon  fled  from  Delphi,  and  Perialli 
**  was  deprived  of  her  dignity.** 

Many  other  ftories  of  the  like  kind  might 
be  cited  from  hiftory.  But  the  fatality  of 
events,  fo  ftrongly  inculcated  in  Oedipus, 
(how  well  foevcr  it  may  fervc  the  purpofc 
of  the  Athenians j  is  utterly  fubverfive  of 
all  true  religion  and  virtue.  "  How  then 
J  **  comes  this  play  to  be  {o  generally  ap. 

**  plaudcd  ?"  I  doubt,  we   are  apt  to  ad- 
mire  the  writings  of  the   ancients  impli- 

citly 
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citly  and  in  the  lump,  as  we  take  the  prin- 
ciplea  of  our  religion  from  oUr  fore-father& 
iipon  truft,  and  without  fifting  too  nar- 
rowly into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  them. 
However,  though  thd  moral  is  wrong,  it 
muft  be  allowed  that  the  denoHmenty  as  the 
French  call  it,  or  the  unravelling  of  the 
plot,  in  this  play,  is  conduced  with  great 
drtand  addrefs;  particularly,  in  the  4th 
fccne  of  aft  iii,  between  Oedipus  and  jo- 
cafta,  where  all  the  circumftances  flid  pro- 
duces to  fatisfy  him  it  was  impoffibfe  he 
Ihould  be  the  perfon  who  had  killed  Laius, 
tend  to  raife  and  confirm  his  jealoufy  ani 
fjfpicion  of  it :  and  alfo  in  the  5th  fcenc 
of  atl  IV,  between  Oedipus  and  the  fliep- 
hcrd,' which  no  one  can  fee  or  read  without 
being  extremely  affcfted,  and  fympathifin^ 
Avith  the  virtuoufly- wretched  king. 

I  would  not  have  you  think,  that  1  af- 
ftft  po  dogmatife  in  this  letter:  on  the 
contrary,  I  only  open  my  thoughts  freely, 
that  you  may  be  tempted  to  fet  me  right, 
and  correft  the  errors  of,  dear  Sir, 
Your  tffcftionatc  humble  fervant, 

W.D. 
P.S. 


/. 
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.  P,  $.  In  the  Ajaac  of  Sophocles,  aft 
iv,  fcene  4,  Xccibefla,  the  miftrefs  of  A- 
jax>  00  occafion  of  his  terrible  calamities, 
makes  this  reflexion, 

:    f*  The  daagbter.i>fgrea€  Jovc^  avenging  nillas, 

..^  ••  Inflias  tbefo  ills  ta  gratify  Ulyflci." 

:    '.    •  .  ■  /    • 

pn  this  Mr.  Jackfon,  the  tranflator,  makes 

the  following jull  remark:  *'  It  fcems  un- 

"  worthy  of  the   Divine  Nature,  that  the 

•'  gods  Ihould  take  fuch  part  with  the  per- 

.**,verfenpfs  of  opr  pafllons,  as  to  punifh 

**  one  nian  only  to  gratify  the  malice  of  an- 

"  other..   But  this  is  one  ill  efFcd  of  the  , 

y  machinery  of  the  ancient  poets,  (though  | 

•'  very  ornamental)  where  the  gods  are  re-  j 

*'  prefented  every  moment  dclccnding  and 

**  mixing  with  the  affairs  of  human  life, 

**  In  Homer  there  is  fcarce  a  ftone  orja- 

•*  velin  caft,  or  an  arrow  fliot,  that  is  not 

«'  dircfted/or  '  turned  afide,*  by  fon;e  god. 

*•  What   mifcrable  wooden  puppets  upon 

"  wires  are  the  heroes  all  the  while !  How 

•*  much  more  noble  is  the  Chriftian  fyftcm 

"of 
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•*  of  Providence,  where  though  therfc  is  a 
^^  cooftant  care  of  us,  that  accompianies 
"  the  whole  courfe  of  our  lives,  yet  maa 
**  is  ftill  left,  in  the  dignity  of  a  free  agent!** 

The  devout  madam  Dacier  would  have 
curled  Mr.  Jackfon  by  bell,  book,  and 
candle,  for  daring  thus  to  blafpheme  her 
adored  Homer ;  nor  would  fhe  have  beea 
inuch  more  favourable  to  the  earl  of  Rof* 
common  for  thefe  lines, 

**  Whofe  railing  heroes,  and  whofe  wounded  gods,  * 
**  Make  fomc  foTpea  he/fnores,'  as  well  as   *  nodi.** 


LETTER     CXXXV. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr,  Duncombe. 


DBAR  SIR,  Brook^'ftreet,  Feb.  ai,  1748-9. 

JL  OURS  of  the  third  inftant  has  been 
unanfwered  *till  now,  on  the  accoupt  oif 
many  more  avocations  than  I  could  have 

expeded. 
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.fxpeded.  If  Clariffa  is  unfortunate^  with- 
out being  criminal,  or  fo  much  as  faulty, 
{/'  flic  ftands  condemned^  in  my  opinion, 
by  right  reafon,  no  Icls  than  by  the 
doftrinc  of  Ariftotlc,  fo  well  explained 
in  your  letter  *  to  Mr.  Highmore ;  for 
I  fhould  think  that  thofe  difpenfadons 
which  confirm  fome  atheifls,  make  others, 
puzzle  the  wife,  and  ihock  the  good,  caa 
anfwerno  defirable  end  in  books  calculated 
(as  all  works  of  invention  ihould  be)  for 
delight,  or  inftruftion,  or  both.  We  muft 
account,  in  the  heft  manner  we  can,  for 
the  dark  difpenfations  of  Providence  re- 
corded in  hiftory,  which  we  find  too  often 
tlicre,  to  wifli  for  them  elfc where :  how. 
ever,  as  misfortunes  are  the  proper  fubjed 
for  tragedy,  and  the  innocent  are  protefted 
from  them  by  poetical  juftice,  they  muft 
be  the  natural  rcfuk  of  faults,  and  Ibme- 
times  of  crimes,  provided  thofe  crimes  are 
not  flagitious.  The  fufFs^rer  therefore  is  to 
be  virtuous,  but  frail,  or,  at  the  worft, 
partly  bad,  and  partly  good,  and,  upon 
the  whole,  more  good  than  bad ;  and,  if 

this 


• 


Sec  letter  cxxxiii,  p.  174. 
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this  mixed  charaftcr  is  required  to  move 
picjr  and  terror,  there  fcems  to  be  no  occa- 
fion  for  the  diftinftion  between  "  fault'' 
and  "  crime,*^  explained  as  above;  the 
difference  between  them  (though  poffibly 
not  fb  precifc  as  ycu  may  expcft)  I  appre- 
hend to  be  this :  The  intention  of  the  will 
is  eflcntial  to  a  crime ;  for  example :  if  I 
kill'  a  man,  walking  under  my  window,  by 
dropping  a  ftone  out  of  it,  at  a  venture, 
<)r  an  offending  fervarnt,  by  ftriking  him  an 
unlucky  blow,  the  fault,  in  both  cafes,  is 
obvious ;  Uit  as,  in  the  firft,  I  did  not 
<le(ign  fo  much  as  the  ftroke,  and,  in  the 
laft,  I  defigned  the  ftroke  only,  but  not  10 
cffcft,  I  have  not,  ftridly  fpeaking,  com- 
mitted a  **  crime/*  but  an  "  involuntary 
**  fault  ;*•  that  is,  the  anions  themfclves 
were  voluntary,  but  not  their  confequences. 
If,  (to  proceed  a  ftep  farther)  tranfported 
with  rage,  upon  fome  fudden  and  grievous 
provocation,  I  kill  the  offender  defign- 
ediy,  afterwards  repent  very  heartily,  and 
am  a  good  man  in  the  main,  and  more  un* 
happy^  in  the  fenfe  of  my  guilt,  than,  the 
fentence  of  the  law  can  make  me,  this  is 
Vol,  II,  C  c  ccr- 
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certainly  a  "  crime/*  but  not  a  *'  notorious 
*'  one  ;**  and,  being  attended  with  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  above-named,  dcfcrves  compaf- 
fion.  The  cafe  is  ptherwife,  if  I  dcftroy  ^ 
man  in  cold  blood ;  fo  that,  to  fpeak  in 
the  language  of  our  law,  chance-medley, 
or  man>flaughter,  may  be  an  objed  of  pi* 
ty,  but  not  murder ;  and  in  all  cafes  what- 
foever,  as  well  as  in  thole  I  have  fpecificd, 
it  will  depend  upon  the  circumftances  of 
the  faiCk,  call  it  **  fault,"  "  crime,"  or  what 
you  pleafe,  to  determine  the  compaffion 
due  to  him  who  has  committed  it,  and  the 
terror  naturally  ariUng  from  its  puniih- 
ment. 

You  afk,  "  why  *  admiration*  (which 
**  Ariftotle  chufes  to  derive  from  *  heroic 
*•  poetry*)  is  not  a  proper  object  of  trage- 
*•  dy  ?"  The  anfwer  is,  that,  excited,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  by  great  and  worthy  a&ions, 
it  gives  our  imagination  a  "  lofty"  turn, 
whereas  tragedy  is  a  leflbn  of  "  humility," 
by  cxpofing  the  foibles  of  our  nature, 
bringing  the  misfortunes  of  others  home  to 
ourfelvcs,  exciting-  terror  and  compaffion, 

and 
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and  thereby  ftriking  at  the  root  of  fin  and      \^ 
mtfery,  which  is  "  pride  •,^*  of  which  it  is 
trulf  faid  by  Rofcommon, 

•y  Pride,  of  all  othera  the  moft  dangerous  fault, 
**  Prooecds  from  wsnt  of  fenfe  or  want  of  thought.^' 

Under  the  dominion  of  this  fault  we  can 
never  judge  righteoufly  bctwcca  ourfelves 
and  others,  or  fct  a  true  value  upon  per- 
ions  and  things;  we  are  felfiih,  unjuft^ 
blind»  and  hard-hearted  i  engage  in  abfurd 
purfuits,  and  miftafce  wealth,  equipage, 
titles,  and  rank,  for  happinefs ;  in  a  word, 
our  admiration  has  taken  an  immoral  turn, 
and. wc  cannot  be  edified  by  Cato  or  Heroic 
Love,  till  we  arc^firft  humbled  by  the  Or- 
phan. 

If  "  refining  the  paffions"  means  fas  I 
underftand  it)  regulating  the  mcafurcs  of 
them,  and  fixing  them  on  their  proper  ob- 
jefts  5  and  if  pride  is  an  invincible  obftaclc 
to  our  obtaining  that  falutary  end,  it  fol- 
lows, that  the  correftion  of  that  pride,  by 
pity  and  terror,  is  the  beft,  if  not  the  only, 
C  c  2  method 
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itjethod  of  refining  our  pafliorts  Wl  general, 
and  thofe  two  in  particular*  Xodo  Ariftailci 
jufticc,  he  feems  to  have  kid  his  founda-i 
tion  very  deep ;  and  the  whole  moral  dif- 
penfatory  afibrds  no  reniedy  fo'  univerfAl 
and  efficacious,  as  his  recipe  for  purging 
the  paffions ;  fo  that  if  the  regimen,  which 
fubdues  an  ill  habit  of  1x)dy,  and  eftablifheit 
its  health,  is  preferable  to  the  cure  of  a 
fever,  a  dropfy,  or  any  particular  difeafe, 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  what  extirpates 
pride,  and  inftills  humanity,  is  more  meri- 
torious than  the  punifliment  of  vice,  or  the 
moft  illuftrious  patterns  of  virtue.  ,  It  is 
admitted,  that,  upon  this  plan,  many  excel- 
lent tragedies  have  been  written,  but  they 
arc  not  the  tragedies,  for  which  Ariftotlc 
has  laid  down  his  rules  •,  on  the  contrary, 
they  belong,  as  I  obfcrved  before,  to  ano- 
ther fpecies  of  poetry;  and  accordingly 
our  Englilh  tragedies  ih  rhyme,  which  fre- 
quently deal  in  charafters  of  that  ftamp, 
are  ft y  led  "  heroic,*'  and  were  formerly  the 
favourite  entert  linments  on  our  ftage,  as 
they  ftill  are  on  the  French ;  where  you 
often  meet  with  a  young  heroine,  facrificing 
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a  true  and  tender  paflion  to  the  duty  (he 
owes  her  king,  her  couAtF]^  or  {lerparents. 
And  to  thefe  "  triumphs  over  nature/*  (as 
lord  Bacon  calls  them)  our  neighbours, 
now  and  then,  add  the  triumphs  of  "  grace/' 
but  furely  with  no  defign  to  move  pity  or 
.terror ;  for  who  can  pity,  in  La  Motte,  tke 
Maccabees  and  their  mother,  or  be  terrifi#d 
by  the  torments  to  which  they  fubmit  wifli 
itlacrity  ?  And  if  fuch  tranfccndent  efforts 
of  rdigioh  arc  propofed  as  examples  to  be 
followed  by  an  audience  under  die  like  cii'- 
cumftances,  I  fear'  the  poet  had  a  better 
opinion  of  his  countrymen,,  than  we  have 
reafoh  to  h^ve  of  Oufs.  But  not  to  digrefs 
any  longer,  I  find  my  letter  of  fuch  a 
length,  that  I  (hall  defer  for  a  few  days 
what  rixave  to  fay  to  your  objedkion^  againft 
Oedipus :  they  make  the  greateft  part  oSf 
your  letter,  but  mine  in  anfwer  to  them 
will,  I  believe,  take  up  much  Icfs  room 
than  that  which  I  now  end,  by  affuring  you 
that  I  am,  de.  r  Sir,, 

Yours  moft  affcftionately, 

*  G.  JEFFREYS, 

LETTER 
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LETTER    CXXXVI. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Dukcombc. 

DEAR  SIR,  BiDok.llmt,  Feb.  28,  ij^.^. 

X  N  anfwer  to  part  of  your  very  cntcrtai* 
ning  letter^  I  wrote  to  you  laft  wcek^  an4 
am  now,  according  to  promifc^  to  cbnfidcr 
the  remainder.  As  feyeral  of  the  ancient 
tragedies  will  not  ftand  the  teft  of  Ariftotle'? 
rules,  they  could' fcarce  be  regarded  by  him 
as  "  ftandards  of  perfeftion ;"  but  others 
again  were  written  more  or.  Icfs  according 
to  thofe  rules,  or  rather  gave  birth  to  them, 
as  every  language  does  to  its  own  grammar. 
And,  I  think,  Oedipus  is  fingled  out  by 
him  as  a  mafter-piece,  fo  that  if  your  ob- 
jcftions  againft  it  hold  good^  he  is  demo- 
lifhed  all  at  once,  for  recommending  a 
piece  written  in  violation  of  his  own  doc- 
trine. But  in  order,  to  clear  this  point,  I 
Would  obferve,  that,  upon  all  theatres,  the 
received  fyftem  of  religion  and  morality, 

however. 
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however  erroneous,  abfurd,  or  impious,  in 
a  phiiofophical  view,  is  the  only  rule  by 
which  a  tragic  poet  can  walk,  for  the  fame 
reafon  that  the  only  way  to  convince  a  man^ 
is  by  arguing  with  him  upon  his  own  prin* 
ciples.  The  ancient  oracles  are  now  ex« 
ploded  as  fo  many  impoftures,  and  yet  were 
held  m  the  higheft  veneration  for  ieveral 
ages,  infomuch  that  the  contempt  of  them 
was  accounted  a  fin  of  the  deepeft  die* 
The  doftrine  of  abfolute  prcdcftination  is 
utterly  fubverfive  of  all  true  religion  and 
virtue,  and  yet  it  was  a  received  doftrin^ 
among  the  heathens  ^  the  Mahometans  em* 
brace  it  univerfally ;  feveral  Chriftians  do 
the  fame ;  and  you  will  meet  with  fome. 
thing  a-kin  to  it  in  the  nke  and  thirty  arti- 
cles. The  difficulty  of  reconciling  it  with 
the  morality  of  human  actions  is  a  riddje 
which  Oedipus  himfelf  could  not  have 
folved :  and  yet  a  jury  of  predeftinarians, 
inftead  of  acquitting  a  murderer,  would 
alledge,  that  the  fame  neceiHty  which  made 
hipfi  offend,  obliged  them  to  find  him 
guilty.  Another  ftumbling-block  to  rea- 
fon is,  that  God  Ihould  vifit  the  fins  of  the 

fathers 
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fathers  upon  the  children  to  the  third  and 
fourth  generation  ♦ ;  and  **  'who  could  bear 
(fays  TuMy)  "  a  legiflator  who  fhould  be 
**  the  author  of  ftich  a  law  ?**  The  fupreme 
Legiflator  himfelf  is  that  author,  accor- 
ding to  the  ancients ;  and  the  fame  doftrine 
biiftculcsrced  every  Sunday  upon  us,  though 
particularly  levelled  (as  I  take  it)  at  fuch 
oi&nces,  as  maybe  conflrued  affronts  to 
the  Divine  Majefty,  fuch  as  idolatry,  blaf- 
jAemy,  facrilcge,  peijury,  &c.  By  thefe 
laws,  let  us  try  Oedipus :  his  farfier,  Lai- 
us,  marries  in  cbntradiftion  to  the  oracle ; 
his  mother,  Jocafta,  deternTiines  to  defeat 
kf  by  expofing  him  to  be  devoured  by  wild 
beafts ;  he  fulHIls  it,  by  killing  him,  and 
marrymg  her,  without  knowing  his  relation 
to  them ;  knows  it  afterwards,  kills  him- 
felf, and  thereby  frees  his  country  from 
die  plague,  that  had  long  annoyed  it  on  thq 
account  of  his  involuntary  parricide  and 
inceft.  In  this  fketch,  the  firft  objcft  that 
ftrikes  one,  is  that  terrible  doftrine  of  ab- 
folute  prcdeftination  :  thefe  events  were  to 

*  aeea  note  on  letter  ix,  vol.  i,  p.  43. 

take 
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take  place  by  fome  means  or  other,  if  not 
hy  thofe  which  a&ually  brought  them 
•about }  &s  if  thofe  very  means  were  de- 
creed, as  well  as  their  end^  we  are  to  look 
/or  the  neceffity  of  that  end  in  its  equally 
neceflary  means;  whence  it  follows^  that 
the  publication  of  this  oracle  was  the  fok 
caufe  of  its  accompli0iment ;  foe  if  Jo- 
cafta.had  hten  a  ftranger  to  it,  (be  would 
not  have  taken  the  meafures  fhe  did  to 
dude  it;  by  devoting  her  infant-fon  to  de* 
ftrtiftion;  the  (hepherd  would  not  have 
found  him  ;  and  fo  on  to  (he  death  of  Lai- 
us,  &c.  This  fuppodtion  perplexes  tlic 
'cafe  not  a  little ;  and  yet  without  it,  and 
admitting  Oedipus  to  be  brought  up  under 
his  father's  eye,  it  is  inconceivable  that  a 
man  of  his  character  fhould  kill  him,  and 
much  more  fo,  that  he  fhould  marry  his 
mother.  But^  not  to  lot  ourfclvcs  in 
*'  winding  fate,"  Laius  marrying  in  con- 
tempt of  the  oracle,  and  Jocafta  preten* 
^ing  to  get  the  better  of  deftiny  itfelf, 
though  at  the  expence  of  murdering  \ict 
own  fon»  are  grievous  offenders,  and  pur 
niflied  both  in  themfelves,  and  in  that  fon. 
Vol.  IL  D  d  who. 
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who,  notwithfianding  hia  innocence,  is  con* 
demned  by  die  laws,  that  is,  by  the  reli- 
^n  of  his  country,  even  though  his  cala- 
mity had,  in  the  courie  of  affairs,  been 
independent  on  the  guilt  of  his  parents ; 
¥^her«as  here,  to  qualify  it  ftrll  more,  thei^ 
is  fo  clofe  a  connexion  between  them,  that 
they  cainnot  be  feparated ;  a  confideration, 
w/hich,  in  other  cafes,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
parents  and  children,  will,  by  way  of  ex- 
ception to  a  general  rule,  reconcile  us  to 
the  diftrefi  of  the  innocent,  occafioned  by 
their  attachment  to  the  guilty :  Monimia, 
for  inftance,  b  entirely  inhoccnt,  and  yet^ 
though  her  death  moves  pity,  and  ftrikcs. 
terror,  we  behold  it  without  repining  at 
Providence ;  her  deftiny  is  united  to  that 
of  Caftalio;  fo  that  the  natural  confe- 
quences  of  his  fault  are  the  ruin  of  both  ; 
by  involving  her  in  that  ruin,  he  is  pu- 
nifhed  ftill  more  feverely,  than  if  he  had 
fufiered  alone ;  the  f<fnfe  of  her  misfortunes 
is  more  grievous  to  her  than  death  itfelf, 
which  ihe  therefore  chufcs  as  the  leaf):  of 
two  evils ;  it  is  her  refuge,  and  not  her  pu- 
niihment.    But,  without  fomc  fuch  reafofi 

as  • 


as  this,  and  in  utter  defiance  of  poetical       ^ 
juftice,  to  kill  an  innocent  peiibn,  as  Shake- 
Ipcar  does  Cordelia,  is  *'  murder,"  pro- 
perly fo  called ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  help 
thiiJcing  it    horrible  and   (hocking.     To 
proceed;    if  Monimia  had  reaion   to  be 
weary  of  life,  Oedipus  had  iliU  naore,  and 
f hough  youihould  truly  fay  that  the  a£t  of 
killing  his  father  was  no  crime  in  him,  nei- 
ther was  it  a  reflexion  upon  Providence  to 
fuffcr  it  i  for  Providence  had  given  warn- 
ing, which  Laius  neglefting,  fell  by  the 
hand  of  his  fon :  the  fon,  indeed,  finding 
what  he  had  done,  breaks  out,  as  you  ob- 
ferve,   into  "  terrible  complaints  of  his 
"  wickednefs,'!  but  not  in  cold  blood  ;  he 
fpeaks  the  language  of  defpair  and  diftrac- 
tion,  and  is  fo  much  the  more  ready  to 
accufe  himfelf,  as  a  cafuift  will  be  to  acquit 
him  \  for  let  any  man  of  virtue  and  fenfi- 
bility  refledt,  what  it  would  be  to  imbrue 
his    hands,    though   by   miftake,    in   the 
blood  of  his  father;  and  then  for  feve- 
ral  years  to  live  in  inceft  with   his  mo- 
ther ^  fuch  a  one  will  eafily  imagine,  that, 
the   remorfc  and   anguifli  attending  thcfe 
D  d  2  (hocking 
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locking  fafts  would  purftie  him  to  bit 
grave.  Here  then  we  have  an  innocent 
man  not  punifhed  as  guilty,  but  unhappy 
by  a  natural  confequence  of  guilt  in  hia 
parents,  and  relieved  from  his  fufierings  by 
death,  which  at  the  fame  time  relieves  his 
affliftcd  country.  To  your  better  judg* 
ment  I  fubmit  how  far  thefe  confiderations 
ought  to  juftify  the  misfortunes  of  Oedi* 
pus,  blamelefs  as  he  is  in  Dryden,  in  La 
Motte,  and,  I  believe,  in  Comeille ;  but  I 
much  queftion  whether  he  be  fo  in  Sopho- 
cles, for  Rymer,  fpeaking  of  him  there, 
cries,  ^'  ^antum  mutatui  in  Comeille  and 
**  Dryden  T*  "  He  is  changed,  (fays  Den- 
nis)  **  and  for  the  worfe,  in  regard  to  the 
*•  laws  of  tragedy,  by  being  reprefented, 
**  (what  he  calls)  fovercignly  virtuous  j** 
whereas,  in  Sophocles,  he  is  made  refpon- 
fible  for  great  foibles  and  blemifhes  of  his 
own,  and  more  particularly  (if  I  rcmem. 
ber  right)  is  charged  with  having  mifbe- 
haved  himfelf  in  the  very  rencounter  with 
Laius :  and  that  (if  it  be  the  cafe)  will 
probably  be  of   more  weight,  than  any 

thing 
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thing  I  have  written,    to  invalidate  youf 
objcdions. 

At  otir  leifure,  we  will  exanriine  Sopho- 
cles as  to  this  point ;  in  the  mean  time  I 
am  to  afk  your  pardon  for  a  letter  fo  much 
longer  than  that  with  which  I  threatened 
you,  but  I  wanted  time  to  make  it  fhorter. 
•  • «  • 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  afieftionately, 

G.  JEFFREYS, 

REMARKS, 

Occafioned  by  the  three  foregoing  letficn^ 
Sy  Mr.   HiGHMOns. 

XVjLr.  Duncombe  fuppoies  Oedipus  a 
man  of  great  and  emment  virtues  in  genc^ 
ral,  and  alfo  to  have  a£ted  worthily,  even 
commendably,  in  the  rencounter  with  Lai- 
)]s,  and  not  inconfifteptly  wi(h  the  ftrideft 

morality- 
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morality  in  his  marriage  with  Jocafta ;  in 
the  former  cafe,  defending  himfelf  againft 
the  unmerited  infult  of  a  ilranger,  as  he 
thought ;  ia  the  latter,  elpoufing  a  perfon 
of  fuitablc  rank,  and  ignorant  of  her  rela« 
tionfhip.  According  to  this  reprefentation, 
he  feems  no  way  guilty,  and  ought  to  be 
treated  by  all  the  world,  as  an  innocent 
perfon,  and,  in  right  reafon>  to  efteem  him- 
felf as  fuch. 

That  he  killed  his  father  and  married 
his  mother,  were  after-difcoveries  ;  fo  that 
the  parricide  and  inceft,  with  which  he  is 
charged,  were  fa6tS,  in  which  he  was  no 
more  concerned,  as  a  moral  and  accounta- 
ble agent,  than  any  indifferent  perfon,  who 
bope  no  relation  to  them.  Thus  far  I  ap- 
prehend to  be  clear  and  indifputable,  on 
the  genuine  principles  of  natural  and  ra- 
tional religion ;  for  otherwife,  the  mod  up- 
right, the  moft  religious,  and  even  the 
moft  circumfpcd  perfon  in  the  world  may 
not  be  able  to  prcfervc  his  innocence,  but 
may  become  culpable  by  accidents,  wholly 
out  of  bis  power,  and  impoBible  for  him 

to 
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to  know  or  forefec:  than  "which  nothing 
can  be*  more  difcouraging  to  a  man  refoi^^ 
▼ed  on  virtue,  and  endeavouring  to  render 
himfelf  acceptable  to  the  Deity :  for  if  the 
befl:  intentions,  and  an  uniform  courfe  of 
a&iori  on  the  beft  principles,  are  not  fulfil 
cient,  virtue  becomes  impra&icable. 

If  Mf.   D's  be  not  ^   true  rcpftfcrita^ 
tion  of  the  cafe  and  circumftances  o(  Oc^      -^ 
dipus,  that  does   not  afied  the  reaibninj^ 
above,'  which  will  neverthelefs  be  applica- 
ble to' the  cafe  here  reprefented/  ' 

Mr.  JefFreys*s  reprefentation  takes  in  all 
the  cirdumftances,  and  fituation  of  Oedi-  ^ 
pus;  as,  the  predtdkioA  of  the  oradCi  his 
father's  marrying  in  defiance  of  it,  his  mo- 
ther's attfeiifipt  fo  elude  it,  aild  prevent  the 
threatened  confequences,  by  crpofing  him 
to  ddlruftion.  And,  after  thefe  crimes  of 
his  parents,  follow,  his  killing  Laius,  and 
living  in  inceft  with  Jocafta,  whom  he  now 
dlfcovers  to  be  his  father  and  mother.  All 
this  overwhelms  him,  and  he  fees  his  mif- 
fortunes  to  be  ineviuble,  on  the  principles 

of 


[    2a8    ] 

of  tbc  rdigioirand  laws  of  his  coantiy,  in 
which  be  had  been  educated,  aiid  for  which 
he  (as  well  as  his  fdlow  citizens)  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  the  higkeft  Veneration.  Thus 
fituated^  and  entan^d  in  thefe  calamities^ 
perhaps  he  could  not  a£fc  othcrwife  than  he 
did,  efpecially  as  his  death  was  thought  a 
neceflary  expiatory  facrificc  to  relieve  his 
country  from  the  plague.  Bot  furily  thefe 
coafideradons  ought  not  to  have  we^ht 
el&where,  under  other  and  more  rational 
principles,  or  become  ^  rule  aa4  .-ftwdard 
univerfally.  His  conduft,  in  thcfe.  U& 
fcenes,  was  evidently  owing  to  prejudices 
of  education,  &c. — tor,  fuppofing  ^  ifich 
removed,  and  that  an  innocent  man  (as  h^ 
really  was)  reiblved  to  a&  on  the  principles 
of  right  reafon,  might  he  not  confider  thie 
death  of  bis.father  as  providential,  or  as  a 
puniCbment  from  heaven  for  his  crimeis^ 
and  as  efieAed  by  the  hand  of  a  ftranger ; 
and,  with  refpefb  to  himfelf,  as  a  natural 
lofs  only  ?  As  for  Jocafta^  ftie  was  his  law- 
ful wife  while  he  was  ignorant  of  the  rela* 
tionlhip ;  and,  as  loon  as  he  became  fenfi^ 
bk  of  it,  he  fliould  have  quitted  her.    Q^ 

Whether, 
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Whether,  all  prejudice  ahd  cuftoms  laid  u/ 
,  afide,  he  m^t  not  have  adled  thus  ?  And, 
though  he  could  not  have  been  fo  happy 
as  if  none  of.thefc  events  had  come  to 
pafs,  yet  he  might  have  been  lefs  unhappy 
than  many  others  of  the  human  fpecics, 
particularly  than  fuch  as  are  confctous  of 
real  guilt,  and  whofe  misfortunes  do  not 
make  them  think  death  preferable  to  life. 
The  opinion  of  the  world  is  out  of  the 
cafe ;  for  that  is  fuppofed  here,  as  confor- 
mable  to  the  reafon  of  things,  as  is  the 
opinion  of  the  perfon  in  qucftion;  and,  for 
the  fame  reafon,  glory  will  not  be  any  mo- 
tive to  quit  life. 

As  for  Monimia,  and  others  abfolutely 
innocent,  being  involved  in  the  mifery, 
procured  by  the  guilt  of  thofe,  to  whom 
they  may  be  cither  by  nature,  choice,  or 
otherwife  indiflblubly  attached,  thcfe  are, 
of  all  others,  the  mod  to  be  pitied,  and 
lamented ;  but  are  no  examples  from  which 
any  moral  can  be  drawn  of  ufe  to  fuch  as 
may  be  in  .like  circumftances,  becaufe  their 
misfortunes   being  utterly  inevitable,   and 

Vol.  II.  E  e  brought 
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brought   on  them   by  no  crime  of  their 
own,  can  be  no  proper  warning  to  any ; 
and  to  fay  that  ^  Caftalio  and  other  guilty 
^  **  peribns  are  more  fcvercly  puni(hed  by  the 

**  effcds  of  their  crimes,  reaching  to  the  ior 
*'  nocent,"  how  true  foever  this  may  be  in 
fad,  yet  equity  would  revolt  at  it,  and 
'  chufe  fome  other  means  of  puniftiing  the 
criminal  with  the  feverity  he  may  deferve, 
rather  than  involve  the  guiltlefs,  if  the  na- 
ture of  things  will  admit  of  it ;  and,  if  it 
will  not,  that  is  another  topic,  to  which 
this  argument'  does  not  ncceflarily  lead, 
fmce  we  are  here  confidering  only  poetical 
juftice.  But  this  may  naturally  occafion  a 
rctrofpetfl  to  the  cafe  of  Clarifla,  men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  of  the  former  let- 
ter, where  it  is  faid,  that,  "  if  (he  is  un- 
"  fortunate  without  being  criminal,  her 
**  cataftrophe  ftands  condemned,  &c.  *" 
Not  furely  on  "  Chriftian"  principles,  for 
(he  will  be  made  ample  amends  in  another 
world.  She  does  not  finifh  unfortunately, 
in  the  author's  own  opinion,  but  glorioufly 

•  Sec  p.  192. 
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and  triumphantly,  and  is  exceedingly  happy 
in  her  affured  expectation  of  eternal  feli- 
city 5  the  confideration  of  which  not  only 
alleviates  her  prefent  misfortunes,  and  com- 
forts her  under  them,  but,  according  to 
her  own  fentiments,  renders  her  fituation 
rather  to  be  envied,  than  pitied.  Not  to 
infift  on  what  the  fame  gentleman  fays  of 
**  the  dark  difpenfations  of  Providence  re- 
**  corded  in  hiftory,  which  we  find  too 
"  often  there,  to  wilh  for  them  elfcwbere ; 
"  and  for  which  (he  fays)  wemuft  account 
**  in  the  bed  manner  we  can  •,"  perhaps  ^ 
Clariffa's  is  the  **  bed  manner"  of  accoun- 
ting for  them  ;  that  is,  on  the  principles 
of  revelation,  referring  to  a  future  (late. 
But  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  thefe  things 
are  in  the  courfe  of  Providence  confcficd 
by  thefe  very  records,  and  fiiould  not  V 
morals  be  rather  drawn  from  things  as 
they  are,  than  as  they  may  be  imagined  ? 
Thefe  latter  refleftions  arife  from  the  prin-  / 
ciples  of  our  religion,  and  are  propofed  as 
to  Chriftians,  who  are  taught  in  this  man- 
ner to  account  for  all  fuch  difpenfations ; 
and,  if  it  be  not  thought  iatisfadlory,  we 
E  e  2  have 
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have  no  way  left  but  that  of  univerfal  rea- 
fon,  or  the  light  of  nature,  to  direft  our 
rcafonings  and  our  condud. 

J.  H. 


LETTER      CXXXVII. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 


I 


Sept.  2iy  1749. 


HAVE  juft  finilhed  Clariffa, 
and  am  extremely  pleafed  with  it.  By  what 
I  have  heard  of  the  author's  ftation  in  life, 
one  would  wonder  how  he  could  enter  fo 
well  into  charafters  fo  much  above  it,  and 
fupport  that  of  Lqvelace,  for  inftance, 
with  fo  much  wit  and  humour,  fuch  fpirit 
and  gaiety  throughout.  Clariffa  herfelf, 
in  my  opiiion,  does  not  do  him  fo  much 
credit  as  a  painter.  But,  after  all,  the 
ftory  is  too  melancholy  for  me.     I  admire 

,  the 
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the  execution  of  his  plan,  but  not  the 
plan  itfelf.     I  wilh  I  did  "  admire'*  it,  for 
then  I  (hould  be  as  much  a  faint  as  Clarifia 
was-,  a  Chriftian  in  earneft,  I  hope,  I  am; 
and  therefore,  with  the  author  in  his  poft- 
fcript,  will  **  envy,"  if  he  pleafcs,  the  tri- 
umphant death  of  Clarifla,   as  the  moft 
defirabk  conclufion  of  a  life  fo  unfortunate 
as   hers;    but   the  queftion   is,    whether, 
taking  her  misfortunes  and  her  death  toge- 
ther, fhe  is  to   be  envied;    or,  in   other 
words,  how  many  there  are  who  would  wilh 
thefnfelves  in  her  place.     What  I  mean  by 
this  is,  that  the  work  can  be  of'  no  general 
ufe,  as  the  majority  of  readers  (not  excep- 
ting the  clergy  themfelves,)  can  never  be 
reconciled  to  the  fufferings  of  Clarifla  in 
this  life;  by  the  profpeft  of  her  happinefs 
in  another;  though  there  may  be  many, 
both  among  the  clergy  and  laity,  who  arc 
hypocrites    enough  to  pretend    the  con- 
trary. 

Another  objcftion  is,  that  the  ftory  does 
not  make  good  the  title-page,  and  is  *'  no 
"  caution"   againft  mifconduft    either    in 

parents 
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parents  or  children  with  regard  to  marri* 
age ;  for  if  a  daughter,  whom  her  parents 
would  oblige  to  marry  againft  her  inclinap 
tion,  were  to  remind  them  of  Clariffa's  fa^ 
ther,  the  anfwer,  I  fuppofe,  would  be, 
•'  that  flie  herlclf  was  no  Clariffa,  and  there- 
•*  fore  had  no  title  to  cite  the  precedent  j'* 
and  if  Ihe  fhould  run  away  with  her  lover ; 
•'  what  fignifies  duty  ((he  might  fay,)  and 
**  every  other  good  quality  in  woman,  fince 
"  Clarifla,  dutiful  as  flic  was  and  every 
"  way  excellent,  met  with  fo  fevere  a  de- 
**  ftiny  ?"  I  think,  the  cafe  is  fairjy  ftated, 
for  Clarifla,  confidering  her  great  delicacy, 
was  not  difobedient  in  refufing  two  or  three 
matches  which  ftie  could  not  like :  it  was 
enough,  that  flie  had  no  great  inclination  to 
marriage,  and  was  refolved  "  never"  to 
marry  without  the  confcnt  of  her  parents, . 
Her  judgment  might  be  wrong,  (and  was 
fo  in  fome  crhcr  material  inftancesj  but 
her  heart  was  entirely  fight,  and  no  dilo- 
bedicnce  lies  at  her  door. 

But  farther :    In  Clarifla,  who  was  all 
perfcftbn,  it  was  delicacy,  not  judgn^cnt, 

to 


to  expeft  the  fame  pcrfedion,  or  to  cenfure 
tbe  want  of  it,  in  Mils  Howe,  and  others. 

To  that  delicacy,  and  to  her  fincerity, 
fhe  facrifices  her  prudence,  by  adiftg,  in  a 
fituation  of  fo  much  diftrefs,  as  if  flie 
were  in  none,  and  thereby  lofes  the  only 
opportunity  of  faving  herfelf  by  taking 
refuge  among  the  ladies  of  Lovelace's  fa- 
mily, becaufe  (he  aimed  at  fomething  betr 
ter,  without  fufpcfting  a  great  deal  worfe, 
as  Ihe  had  reafon  to  do,  though  not  the 
very  word:  which  might  and  did  a&ually 
happen  to  her. 

Her  playing  fafl:  and  loofe  with  her  lo- 
ver, in  regard  to  her  appointments  for 
meeting,  before  he  carried  her  off,  are. out 
of  charafter,  and  particularly  where  (he 
writes  him  word,  that  "  (he  will  meet  him 
"  unlefsjhe  alters  her  mind** 

Her  apprehenfions  of  the  ill  effcfts  at- 
tending her  Lther*s  curfe,  have  a  leaven  of 
fuperftition. 

Her 
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Her  lover^  generous  behaviour  to  the 
Rofe-budj  whofc  mother  confided  in  his  ho- 
diour,  was  known  to  ClariflTa  j  and,  enfor- 
ced as  it  was  by  the  power  her  going  off 
with  him  had  given  him  over  her,  fhould, 
in  all  reafon,  have  made  her  place  that 
;timely  confidence  in  him  which  would  have 
fet  him  right,  and  might  have  ended  in  a 
happy  marriage. 

Befides  the  intrinfic  merit  of  the  work, 
the  author  has  fecured  the  patronage  of  the 
ladies,  by  the  perfeftion  he  afcribes  to  Cla- 
riflTa, (as  he  did  before  to  Pamela,)  and  of 
the; clergy,  by  the  religious  turn  of  his 
-work,  her  afpirations,  and  multiplied  texts 
oi  fcripture  on  every  occafion. 

G.J. 


LETTER 
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'LETTER    CXXXVm. 
Mr.  Jeffreys  tx)  Mr.  Dui^combe. 

DEAR  SIR; 


M 


R,  Highmore's  letter  *  entertained 
me  very  agreeably^  and  I  wifh  you  could, 
have  left  it  in  my  hands  for  fomc  time, 
that  I  might  have  confidered  it  with  the 
attention  it  dcfervcs.  The  tranfient  view  I 
had  of  it  allows  me  nothing  more^  than  to 
make  a  few  curfory  remarks  upon  fuch 
paflages  in  it  as  I  can  recoUedt ;  in  order  to 
which  I  fhall  premife,  that  as  far  as  I  uil^ 
derftand  poetical  juftice,  for  which  I  am 
an  advocate,  it  is  by  no  means  a  puniih- 
ment  juft  adequate  to  the  crime,  and  no- 
thing fanher ;  for,  at  that  rate,  the  offen- 
der could  have  little  or  no  title  to  compaf- 
fion,  and  the  examples  of  juftice'in  our 
circuits   and  felfions  would  be  upon  the 

•  See  p.  143. 
Vol.  IL  F  f  fame 
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fame  foot  with  thofe  of  the  theatre ;  wherca> 
it  is  the  province  of  tragedy  to  humble  our 
pride,  arid  awaken  our  caution,  by  punifh- 
ing  traofgrcflipns  out  of  the  reach  of  hu- 
man laws ;  andj  to  that  end,  the  hand  of 
Providence  is  to  be  vifiblc  in  conducting 
**  venial  offenders,"  by  nati\ral  and  necef- 
fary  fteps  to  the  extremity  of  misfortune : 
by  this  means  the  fuffcrer,  who  is  puniQied 
fo  much  beyond  themeafurc  of  his  offence, 
becomes  the  objeft  oS  pity,  and  withal 
ilrikes  terror,  by  bringing  the  example 
home  in  the  punifhnient  of  thofe  faults  and 
iTiiilake^  to  which  we  ai*e  all  liable.  Upon 
this  foundation  I  mull  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  Mn  H.  where  he  fays,  that "  equity 
**  would  revolt  at  it,  and  chu^  ibme  other 
'*  means  of  punilhing  the  criminal  with  the 
**  feverity  he  may  defcrve,  rather  tlian  inj. 
**  volve  the  guiltlefe,  if  the  nature  of 
"  things  wjU  admit  of  it  \^  to  which  I  zoy 
"  Iwer,  that  according  to  the  ftory  "  it 
'*  cannot  be  avoided ;"  wd  I  am  not  fbrry 
for  it  5  for  involving  the  innoceot  Monimia 
in  his  misfortune,  adds  to  his  punifhment, 
which  is  the  point  in  view,  and  makes  it 

the 
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the  more  exemplary ;  and  her  death,  being  - 
her  own  choice,  as  I  obferved  in  my  former 
letter,  is  no  "  punifliment,"  but  her  "  re* 
"  lief"  from  a  misfortune  unavoidably 
brought  upon  her  by  Caftalio^s  fault.  I 
confider  the  death  of  Oedipus  in  the  fame 
fight,  viz.  as  the  punifhment  of  his  own 
offence,  or  of  the  offences  of  his  parents 
in  him ;  of  his  own  offence,  if  he  miibe- 
haved  in  his  rencounter  with  Laius ;  of 
theirs,  in  tranfgrcffing  die  religion  of 
their  country.  Mr.  H.  thinks  that  "  Oe- 
**  dipus,    not    intending    either    inceft  or 

.  •^  parricide,  was  under  no  neccffity  of 
*'  killing  himfelf  upon  the  difcovery  of 
"  what  he  had  done,  but  might  have  lived 
**  afterwards  with  a  fafe  conJcience  •/*  and 
fo  he  might  under  the  torture  of  the  ftone^ 

.  but  is  life  to  be  wifhed  upon  fuch  terms  ? 
Or  rather,  docs  not  the  remorfe  attending 
fuch  fafts,  however  ignorantly  committed, 
bear  too  hard  upon  human  nature  to  make- 
that  choice  poffible,  which  Oedipus  ftiould 
have  made,  According  to  Mn  H.  ?  An- 
other thing  advanced  by  him  is,  that 
*'  morals  fliould  be  drawn  from  incidents 
"  in  Kfe  as  they  really  happen,  rather  than 
P"f2  **  as 
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^*  as  they  may  be  imagined  •,'*  and  fo  far 
Ariftotlc  agrees  with  him,  as  to  fay,  that 
•'  (lories  on  the  ftage  fhould  be  told  as  they 
*'  were  reported  to  have  been,  or  as  they 
"  fhould  have  been  ;**  by  the  laft  divifion 
he  is  underflood  to  mean,  **  as  good  men 
•*  could  have  wifhed  them  to  have  happened 
"  for  the  fcrvice  of  virtue/*  But  this  re- 
lates to  hiftory.  If  Mr.  H,  means  that 
ilories  may  be  invented  to  cafl;  a  damp  upon 
virtue,  as  well  as  to  encourage  it,  becaufe 
fuch  things  happen  in  real  life,  I  believe  he 
will  meet  with  few  fiftions  upon  that  plan, 
nor  can  I  well  conceive  what  good  end  they 
can  anfwcr,  I  mean,  within  the  fphere  of 
mortality,  for  to  that  I  confine  my  doc- 
trine. The  cafe  is  altered  if  you  take  in 
another  world,  and  entertain  ah  audience 
or  a  reader,  with  examples  of  martyrdom, 
I  agree  therefore  with  Mr.  H.  that  "  revc- 
*'  lation  reconciles  us  to  the  fufFerings  of 
•'  Clarifla,"  of  whom  I  faid,  in  a  former 
letter,  that  "  fhe  flands  condemned  by  the 
"  rules  of  poetical  juftice,  if*  fhe  is  pu- 
**  niftied  without  bcbg  faulty ;"  but  upon 
reading  tl;c  book,  which  I  had  not  done 
then,  I  ^nd  that  fhe  is  not  punifhed,  or, 

in 
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in  a  chriftian  fenfe,  unfortunate ;  the  full 
afiiirr-nce,  that  (he  fhall  be  happjr  hereafter, 
makes  her  fo  before-hand ;  flic  enjoys,  as 
l|iefays  herfelf,  the  profpeftof  death;  and 
a- triumphant  one  it  is,  asMr.fl.  exprefles 
it,  for  it  is  the  death  of  a  martyr  to  the 
inhumanity  of  her  relations  and  her  lovcr^ 
and  to  her  own  chaftky  and  virtue.  In  this 
view  I  could  almoft  fay,  I  pity  Lovelace, 
with  all  his  guilt,  more  than  the  divine 
ClarifTa.  Perhaps  I  Ihould  have  been  bet- 
ter pleafed,  with  lady  Bradftiaigh  *  and 
numbers  niore,  if  the  fl:ory  had  taken  a 
happy  turn  *,  but  de  gujlibus  non  eft  difpu- 
tandum  -,  and  never  did  any  author  receive 
fo  much  credit  from  oppoficion  to  his  plan, 
as  Mr.  Richardfon  •,  for  if  the  lady  I  have 
mentioned  had  acquiefced  in  the  original 
fcheme,  flie  could  not  have  difcovered  that 
high  opinion  of  the  merit  of  the  work  in  ge- 
neral,  which  is  fb  apparent  in  her  uncommon 
zeal  to  adapt  it  to  her  own  tafte.  "  To  be 
f*  envied,  not  imitated,"  was  the  motto  of 

•    The  lady  of  fir  Roger  Bradfliaigb,  bart.  of 
jHaigh  in  Lancafhire. 
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a  celebrated  artiil  upon  his  ftatue.  I  ap> 
ply  the  fame  to  Clarifla,  not  to  cenfure  thcf 
defign,.but  to  dojuftice  to  the  execution 
of  it,  and  am,  mtli  compliments  to  tbc 
author  when  you  fee  him,  dear  Sir, 

AfFeftionately  yours, 

G.J. 


LETTER     CXXXIX. 
Mr,.  DuNcoMBJs  to  Mr.  JsppftBYs. 

DEAR  SIR,  Aug.  2,  1750, 

OI^TCE  it  has  been  furmifed  that  Oedi- 
pus killed  Laius  in  a  dilhonourable  man- 
ner, which,  if  true,  would  in  feme  me^- 
fure  reconcile  the  punifliment  of  him  with 
poetical  juftice,  I  beg  leave  to  fct  down 
the  account  of  that  aftion  as  it  is  related 
by  Oedipus  himfelf  in  Sophocles,  aft  iii, 
fcene  4. 

«  The 
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^*  The  man,"  fays  he,  "  who  preceded 
*^  his  mafter,  endeavowed  forcibly  to  drive 
**  me  out  of  the  road ;  upon  which  I  ftruek 
**  the  forward  flave ;  and  advancing^  the 
•*  old  man  in  a  fury  liflied  me  twice  over 
**  the  head  with  his  rowelled  whip.  Thus 
*'  provoked,  with  a  fingle  Mow  I  brought 
*'  him  from  his  chariot,  and  he  dropped 
**  down  dead  at  my  feet/* 

This  is  the  whole  account,  which  I  trfer 
to  your  farther  confideration.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  extravagant  anguifh  and 
Ihocking  punilhment  of  Oedipus  cannot  be 
juftified  but  by  topical  arguments,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak.  I  think  you  have  ofiered. 
as  much  as  can  be  urged  on  that  fide  of 
the  queftion.  I  am  plcafed  with  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  advocatej  but  not  convinced. 

What  you  fay  about  "  poetical  juftice  in 
**  general'*  fecms  to  me  precifcly  right  and 
confonant  to  reafon ;  but  as  to  the  parti- 
cular cafe  of  Oedipus,.  I  will  only  offer  one 
remark  on  a  fingle  paffage  Li  your  letter. 

By 
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By  your  comparing  the  anguifli  of  Oc- 
dipus's  mind,  unckr  the  commiflSon  of  an 
involuntary  fault,  to  the  torture  fuffered 
by  a  man  in  a  fit  of  xht  ftone,  it  Ihould 
fccm  as  if  you  thought  the  one  as  neceflary 
and  unavoidable  as  the  other ;  x^hich  I 
hope  and  believe  is  not  the  cafe. 

With  regard  to  the  body,  it  muft  indeed 
be  allowed,  as  one  of  the  charadcrs  in 
Milton  jultly  argues^ 

*'  That  pain  is  pcrfeft  mifeiyy  the  worft 
**  Of  evils,  and  exceiCve  overturns 
«*  All  patience* 

But  God  forbid,  we  fliould  be  fo  little  indeb- 
ted to  Providence,  and  of  fuch  a  wretched 
frame,  as  at  any  time  to  fufftr  neccflarily 
extreme  anguilh  of  mind  without  any  guilt 
or  moral  blemiih! 

.  The  opinion  of  the  Stoics  is  well  known* 
and  thus  exprefled  by  Horace, 
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aoc/atts  eft  wan  Jovemt  qui  donat  it  au/erif 
Dit  *i;itam,  diet  opu  ;  aquum  mt  dnimum  ipfi  paraba. 

Let  heaven  llut  life  and  riches  for  me  £nd. 
And  to  myfelf  I'll  give  an  eafy  mind. 

And  though  the  dominion  over  the  pafT" 
jGons  may  not  extend  fb  far  as  the  Stoics 
imagiAed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  nature  has 
at  icaft  put  it  into  erery  man's  power,  bjr 
the  due  ufe  of  his  rational  faculties,  to 
corred  fuch  evils  as  arife  merely  from  fu- 
perftitioUs  notions. 

I  am,  dear  Sir^ 

Yours  affcAionately, 


Vou  If.  G  g  lETTEFJ 
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LETTER      CXL. 

Mr.  Jeffrevs  to  Mr.  Dun  com  w 

DEAR  SIR,  Biddefden  •,  Aug.  30,  1750. 

X  OU  expcft  this  letter  from  myhftta 
your  fon.  Upon  a  review  of  Mr/  High- 
more's  letter,  I  find  the  thoughts  to  be 
very  well  digcfted,  and  clearly  expreflcd, 
and  withal  that  I  have  already  anfwered  him 
in  the  main,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  do- 
ing it:  fo  that  I  fhall  take  my  leave  of 
him  with  one  or  two  fhort  remarks.  Spea- 
king of  the  falfe  notions  which  prevailed 
at  Thebes,  he  adds  f,  (what  I  readily  ad- 
mit) "  But  furely  thefe  confiderations  ought 
*'  not  to  have  w^^ight  elfcwhere,  under 
"  other  and  more  rational  principles,  or 
"  become  a  rule  and  ftandard  univerfally;** 

•  Near  Andovcr,  Hants,  a  feat  of  the  late  duke 
of  Chan d OS. 

t  Seep.  145. 

and 
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and  a  Kttle  farther,  '*  Q^  Whether,  all 
^^  cuftoms  and  prejudices  laid  afide,  he 
"might  nox  have  •  aded  thus?"  The  an- 
fwcr  is,  that  "  cuftonnis  and  prejudices"  are 
not  to  be  "  laid  afide,"  but  adopted,  in  a 
tragedy  calculated  to  inftruft  people  by 
ftriking  in  with  their  "  cuftoms  and  preju- 
*'  dices."  The  Greeks  told  Darius,  that 
they  abborfed  the  thought  of  fwallowing 
the  remains  of  their  parents,  as  the  Barba- 
rians did;  and  thofe  Barbarians  equally 
abhorred  the  praftice  of  the  Greeks  in  re- 
ducing .  theirs  to  a(hcs,  and  inclofing  them 
in  urns.  Neither  of  thefe  opinions  is  of 
any  weight  with  us;  but  we  will  take  the 
firxl  of  them,  and  fiippofe  that  in  a  tra- 
gedy reprefented  to  an  audience  of  thefe 
Barbarians,  tlie  *  principal  charafter  tranf- 
greffing  the  law  and  cuftom  of  his  coun- 
try, by  burning  his  father's  remains,  in- 
ftead  of  fwallowing  them,  were  to  meet 
with  forae  ^grievous  misfortune  -,  this  mif- 
fortune  attending  the  breach  of  a  fuppofed 
duty,  would  be  a  proper  leffon  of  filial 
reverence  to  fuch  an  audience ;  and  even 
the  Greeks,  who  allowed  the  aftion  to  be 
G  g  2  right 
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light  in  itfclf,  would  condemn  it  for  being 
committed  in  oppofitioh  to  the  law  and  be* 
lief  of  the  country,  where  the  fccnc  lay. 
In  regard  to  Monimia  and  others  in  her 
circumftances,  *'  np  nioral  can  be  drawn 
"  of  ufe  to  them/*  fays  Mn  H.  and  there 
likewife  I  agree  with  him ;  bpt  th^  moral 
ufe  of  misfortunes  b^falljng  the  "  inno- 
"  cent,"  is  a  caution  to  the  "  guilty,"  as 
often  as  the*  innocent  are  unavoidably  in- 
volved in  tragical  confequences  of  their 
guilt  i  and  fo  much  added  to  what  I  wrote 
before  for  the  controyerfy  between  me  and 
Mr.  H.  who  fuppofes  Oedipus  to  be  "  en- 
"  tirely  innocent,"  according  to  your  reprc- 
fentation  of  the  rencounter  with  Laius; 
"  but,"  adds  ^e,  "  if  this  reprefcntation 
^'  is  not  a  tfue  pne,  that  does  not  aflFeft 
^*  the  reafoning  above  j"  which  brings  mo 
to  your  account  of  \t  froqi  Sophocles.  Oe- 
dipus, ^  foundling  of  no  rank  whatfoevcr, 
.^nd  travelling  by  himfelf,  meets  Laius,  a 
perfon  of  diftin^ion,  as  appears  by  his  be- 
ing attended  by  three  or  four  feryants ;  one 
of  them,  in  right  of  his  matter,  endea- 
ypurs  to  force  Oedipus  out  of  the  road  | 

pcdipw 
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Oedipus  ftrikes  him,  and  advances  to  Lai- 
us,  who  being  enraged  at  the  blow  given 
his  iervant,  lafhes  Oedipus  twice  over  the 
head  with  his  rowelledwhip;  upon  which 
Oedjpus  firil  kills  him,  and  then  his  fer- 
vants  who  endeavoured  to  revenge  him. 
This  (you  fay)  is  Oedipus's  own  ftory  5 
and  it  appears  hereby,  that  the  quarrel  be- 
gan by  his  difputing  the  road,  where  he 
had  no  fort  of  title  to  it ;  fo  that  all  the 
mifchief  which  enfued,  lies  at  his  door : 
he  was  the  aggreflbr,  and  Laius  only  upon 
the  defenfive,  when  he  lalhed  him  with  his 
whip.  In  a  word,  I  can  view  him  in  no 
jother  light  than  that  of  a  boifterous  ruf- 
pan,  not  intending  indeed  to  commit  mur- 
der, but  hurried  into  it  from  the  violence 
of  his  temper,  and  fuch  a  mixture  of  re- 
fentment  and  infolence  as  made  him  tref- 
pafs  upon  all  the  rules  of  decency  and 
common  prudence,  and,  allowing  him  a 
Ihare  of  humanity  and  reflefliion,  we  muft 
fuppofe  that  this  day's  work  was  a  dead 
weight  upon  his  Ipirits  from  the  time  it 
happened,  without  waiting  for  the  dilco* 
ycry  afterwards  made  of  his  having  mur- 
dered 


^cred .  his  father ;  fo  that  inftead  of  being  i 

**  entirely  innocent/'  he  is  guilty  to  a  dc-  | 

gree  almoft  out  of  the  reach  of  pity :  to 
vhich  his  chief  title  is,  that  the  faft  was 
conamitted  fome  years  before  his  appea- 
rance on  the  ftaj^e^  under  all  the  diftrcfs  j 
anC  compunfaon  \.hich  k  would  naturally  ' 
create  in  him,  upon  tiriui'i<j  out  the  rcla- 
tionfliip  D^t\ycc"i  hi  i  ?pd  Laius  :  in  this 
light  we  IvuV^  i)w>  (cc-l^n  to  juftify  hi$ 
misfortunes  by  the  third  commandnaent ; 
his  parents  are  out  of  the  queilion,  and 
out  of  his  ov'i  moiuh  lie  is  juftly  and 
heayily  charged  for  '  i'.  own  crimes. 

Not  that  I  can  give  up  my  comparifon 
between  an  involuntary  fault  and  a  fit  of 
the  ftone,  after  explaining  myfelf,  by  al- 
lowing that  fome  involuntary  faults  occa- 
fion  no  anguifh  at  all,  nor  can  I  imagine 
the  very  word  of  them  to  occafion  it  in 
any  degree  equal  to  a  fit  of  the  ftone-, 
though  they  may  have  in  common  the  qua- 
lity of  making  a  man  heartily  tired  of  life^ 
as  lome  among  us  have  been,  not  that  life 
was  a  torment,  but  purely  becaufe  it  was 

become 


ijecTOic'infipid.  *'  It  is  to  be  hoped/*  (fay 
•you^  ratbdr  ♦'  mOatd-'  fay:!)  «  tl^ac  every 
«*  man  has  it  in  his  pow<Wi  by  the.  d\ie 
*•  ufei  of  his  -  rational  •  feotMtiea,*  to  c6rnr£l 
"  foch  6vi!s  as  arifc-  nfie^ly  from  fupcrfti- 
^  tioii^  notions  ;^  ahd  c<inftriucntly  it 
would  be  a  (hame  for  any  one  to  be  made 
unhappy  (though  many  are  fo)  by  omens, 
dreams,  &c.  as  all  fears,  arifing  from  fuch 
caufcs,-  ate^  or  oug^htto  be,  fubjeft  to  the 
controtilof  rcafon,  which,'  in  regard  to 
liiatters  within  its  fpher^,  is  a  proper  guide, 
ilotwithftahding  the  pains  taken  to  decry 
it  by^ome  authors,  and  particularly  Cicero, 
who  queftions  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  more  eligible  for  mankind  to  have 
been  wholly  without  the  ufc  of  it,  than  to 
have  had  it  attended  .with  fuch  pernicious 
confequences.  But,  without  running  into 
this  extreme,  it  muft  be  owned  that  there 
are  myftcries  above  it  in  philofophy  as  well 
as  in  religion ;  in  regard  to  which  the  befl: 
fervice  it  can  do  us,  is  to  quit  the  field,  in- 
ftead  of  contending  where  it  is  fure  to  be 
overcome.  What  I  here  mean  are  the  fe- 
crct  operations  of  nature  '  upon  jparticular 

confti- 
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conftiturions,  fomctimes  thrbugh  the  whofe 
courfc  of  a  man's  life,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
antipathies;  and  fometimes  in  fingle  m- 
ftances  only,  as  when  a  lady  of  my  ac- 
quaintance fainted  away  at  the  fight  of 
her  father's  murderer,  without  hearing  him 
named,  without  knowing  him,  and  without 
any  expedtadon  of  feeing  him.  I  have 
more  than  once  heard  the  ftory,  with  all 
thefe  circumftances,  from  die  lady's  own 
mouth,  and,  confidering  the  natural  con- 
nexion between  her  and  her  father,  I  can 
account  for  it  better  than  I  could  for  her 
falling  into  a  cold  fweat  at  the  fight  of  a 
cat,  or  on  a  cat's  being  in  the  room,  whe- 
ther ihe  had  feen  it  or  no :  nor  can  I  doubt 
but  that  the  fame  connexion  would  have 
operated  as  ftrongly  by  fympathy,  if  it 
had  been  this  lady's  misfortune  to  kill  her 
father  by  an  accident  entirely  innocent. 
There  are  tempers  fo  tender  and  fenfible  as 
to  fink  under  fuch  a  calamity,  and  never 
recover  themfelves  afterwards.  The  perfon 
whom  I  fuppofe  in  this  fituation^  would 
admit  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  no  fault, 
and  apprehended  no  punifliment ;  his  cha- 
grin 
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grin  therefore  would  not  be  the  cflFea  of  li 
fuperftitious  unrealbnable  notion,  but  of  a 
natural  impreflion  prevailing  againfl:  his 
reafon^  There  is  no  accounting  for  fym- 
pathy  and  antipathy  ;  but  they  are  as  little 
to  be  queitioned  or  refilled,  as  they  are  to 
be  explained :  fomc  of  our  moft  received 
opinions  are  cbieSy  fupported  by  them^ 
Nature  (for  example)  has  implanted  in  us 
a  principle  of  felf  prefcrvation,  or  itflirinks 
at  the  thought  of  diffolution  \  and  hence 
arife  the  general  abhorrence  and  condemna* 
.tion  of  fclf-murdcr,  though  in  feveral  cafes 
that  might  be  put  by  a  rational  man,  the 
reafon  of  the  thing  is  for  it :  but  "  nature," 
fays  Thucydides,  "  is  a  higher  principle 
*•  than  reafon;**  on  which fentimerit  Father 
Rapin  exclaims^  in  a  kind  of  rapture, 
•*  There  is  admirable  fcnfe !  a  profound 
*  reflcaion  V 

Some  pift  of  this  kttef  may  want  aa 
apology,  as,  to  the  bcft  of  my  remem- 
brance, it  is  little  more  than  a  repetition  of 
what  I  wrote  formerly  in  vindication  of 
thofe  poets  who  have  reprcfented  Oedipus- 

Vol.  IL  H  h*  innocent. 
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innocent,  and  yet  have  fcnt  him  out  of  the 
world,  partly  in  mercy  to  a  wretch  who 
could  no  longer  live  comfortably  in  it,  and 
partly  as  a  facrifice  to  the  fins  of  his  pa- 
rents. As  for  Sophocles,  I  take  his  con- 
dud  to  be  unqueftionablyjuftified  in  pu- 
nifliing  Oedipus  for  a  heinous  offence  of 
his  own,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  makel 
him  a  proper  objed  of  terror  and  compaf- 
iion 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  affcftionat?  humble  fcrvant, 

G-  JEFFREYS. 


1-ETTER 
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LETTER      CXLL 
Mr.  DuNcoMBE  to  Mr.  Jeffreys. 

DEAR  SIR,  Stocks  *»  Sept.  4,  1750. 

X  HAVE  read  yours  of  the  30th  ult* 
witR  great  pleafurc,  on  which  I  ihall  only 
make  a  few  remark$  en  ^ajfant^ 

The  inftance  you  give,  from  the  Greek 
hiftory,  of  the  different  fentiments  of  the 
Greeks  and  Barbarians  f  is  extremely  well 
adapted  to  (hew  the  juftnefs  and  propriety 
of  what  I  call  '♦  topical  reafoning'*  in  tra^ 
gcdy. 

The  cafe  is  not  quite  fairly  ftated  with 
regard  to  "  Oedipus,  a  foundling,  of  no 
"  rank  whatfoever,  &c.  %  "    Though  this 

^  In  Hertfordihire^  the  feat  of  Arnold  Diuicombe, 

+  Seep.  163.  t  p.  164, 

H  h  2  was 


was  the  fad,  he  thought  himfelf  the  fon  of 
jhe  king  and  queen  of  Corinth,  which  might 
naturally  raifc  his  fpirits,  for  he  eould  not 
divine  his  own  hillory.  He  feems  to  have 
been  too  ralh  and  violent,  and  was  fb  far 
culpable.  But  to  fay,  that,  in  this  finglc 
inftance,  he  is  guilty  "  to  a  degree,  alrtioft 
^*  out  of  the  reach  of  pity  V*  is  putting 
the  argument  to  the  torture. 

^n  ofience  of  this  kind,  if  tried  by  ao 
Englifli  jury,  would,  I  believe,  have  been 
deemed  only  "  man-flaughter,"  fincc  it  is 
plain  there  could  be  no  "  malice  prepenfe.** 

Cicero  is  fo  thoroughly  an  academic, 
that  his  opinion  Jias  no  n)ore  weight  with' 
me  than  tne  reafons  he  alledges  will  give  it. 
There  feems  to  be  fomething  very  curious 
jn  the  ftory  you  allude  to  f .  I  (hould  be 
glad  to  have  a  more  particular  account  of 
it,  and  the  name  of  the  Jady,  fi  Uctt, 


p.  ifA.  •(•  p.  i6^. 

As 
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As  to  the  doftrine  of  fympathics  and  '"'^^ 

antipathies,  I  muft  leave  it  under  the  cloud  ^:f 

with  which  it  is  envelopped.    Yet  as  to  -'Mf^ 

real"  (not  "  affefted-)  antipathies,  I  be-  f  \' 

licve  they  may  be  accounted  for  in  a  me-  ^ikr 

chanical  way.     I   do   not  undetftand  the  f- 

meaning  of  the  word  *•  fympathy,"  and  /X 

can  therefore  fay  nothing  to  that;  nor  do  I  J^  •^ 

underftand  this  fentcnce   in  your    letter,  '^-^ 

^  Sonie  of  our    moft    received   opinions  ;? 

*'  are  fupported  by  fympathy  and  antipa-  '  t 

**thy/'  •  ^  4;: 

As  to  what  you  inftance  in  fuicide,  it  is  y;  : 

«  tender  fiibjeft  to  difcufs.    **  Nature  (you  \^t 

"lay)  Ihrinks  at  the  thought  of  diflblu-  ;f/ 

*^  tion/'    It  does  fo,  while  we  arc  in  a  i 

ftate  of  eafe  and  pleafurc,  but  not  furcly  f 
if  we  were  in  a  flate  of  exquifite  pain,  and 
there  appeared  nopoflible  way  of  efcaping  ' 
frQm  it  but  by  diliblution :  for -nature,  in 
that  caie,  would  fly  to  death  as  an  afylum ; 
and  if  (as  you  fay)  ,  *'  feveral  inftances 
(^  might  be  put,  in  which  the  rcafon  of  the 

t^  thing 
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••  thing  is  for  fuicidc  *,"  (and  in  this  I 
Agree  with  you,)  nature  cannot  be  a^sunft 
it;  for  (notwithftanding  the  profound  re- 
flc6kion  of  Thucydides)  nature  and  reafbn 
(ftridly  fpeaking)  are  never  at  variance, 
fince  it  is  the  bi^nefs  of  reafbn  to  regulate 
only,  and  not  excingyiih,  our  natural  affec^ 
lions.  But  if  they  muft  be  fuppofed  to 
differ,  the  making  nature  a  higher  principlQ 

*  Let  it  be  remembered^  that  this  \9  CM  wiA  « 

refisrence  to  this  life  only :  for  extending  our  views 
to  a  future,  an  eternal  (late,  what  can  be  more  cow-r 
mrdly  than  to  abandon  the  Nation  (however  irlcfome) 
in  which  Providence  has  placed  us,  and  what  ven- 
geance mnfi  be  expelled  to  await  die  deferter^  who 
rii(H  unfummoned^  unprepared^  into  die  preiieiiQi 
cf  their  M4ker ! 

"  ^am  i/ellent  athtn  iti  altp 

ifunc  et  fauperiem  et  duros  ferfirrt  laioraf 


.How  would  they  joy 


Once  more  to  vifit  earth  ^  and  though  opprefs'd 
IVith  all  that  pain  and  famine  can  infli^i 
pant  up  the  hill  of  life !  — — 

Dr.  Glynn's  Pay  of  Judgment* 

than 


^n 
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than  reafon,  is  fetting  the  cart  before  tlic 
liorfe.  Reafon  is  allowed  by  Hobbes  him- 
felf  to  be  "  a  part  of  nature/' — Reffa  ra- 
tiOy  cum  noH  minus  Jit  pars  natura  humane 
quaiH  qualibtt  alia  facultas  vel  affeSlus  animi^ 
naturalis  quoque  diciiur. 

De  Gve^  UK  iii^  c.  2. 

In  other  places*  indeed*  he  confinea 
**  nature'*  to  the  animal  afFeftions  of  fear, 
defire,  anger*  and  the  like,  which  are  born 
with  us* 

Ihii.  in  fraf. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  reconcile  this 
author  with  himfeif.  Cafes  may  poffibly 
arife  in  which  wife  and  good  men  will,  with 
Brutus,  be  forced  to  renounce  the  princi- 
ples they  embraced  in  a  full  flow  of  health 
and  fpirits ;  we  Ihould  therefore  be  cau- 
tious in  cenfuring  the  conduft  of  others. 
^0  their  own  mafter  they  Jiand  or  fallr 

I  muft  repeat  what  I  have  faid  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  that  Oedipus  could  be  no  pro- 
per example  to  deter  others  in  the  like  cir- 

cumftances 


1:^^ 
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cumllance9  from  the  like  crimes^i  because 
he  is  every  where  reprefcnted  by  the  poet 
as  acting  under  the  influence  of  an  inevi- 
table decree  of  the  gods,  or,  in  other 
words,  as  a  mere  machine  or  puppet. 

I  am,  my  good  friend, 

Moft  affcftionatcly  yours,     ^ 

W.D. 

If  "  punifliment**  be  rightly  defined,  by 
PuflfcndorfF*,  (as  I  think  it  is)  to  be  '*  the 
^'  pain  or  anguifh  which  a  perfon  fuffers  by 
**  the  command  of  a  fuperior,  on  accouni 
•*  of  fome  evil  deed,  which  he  has  volun-» 
^^  tarily  committed,''  it  is  plain,  that  a 
perfon  who  is  afted  upon^  or  driven,  by  an 
irrefiftible  decree  of  the  gods,  can  be  no 
objed  of  **  punilhment.** 

•  De  officio  bmtms  et  dvit,  Ub.  it,  r.  13,  /.  4^ 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXLU. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Duncombe* 

DEAR   SiRi 

X  HIS  anfwer  to  your  laft  has  been  due 
fome  time.  I  did  {z%  you  fay)  "  put  the 
••  argument  td  the  torture,"  by  having  for- 
gotten, that  Oedipus  was  the  king  of  Co- 
rinth's fuppofed  fon,  and  therefore  a  pro- 
per objea  of  pity,  by  not  being  "  inexcu* 
"  fably  ralh"  (though  rafli  enough  in  all 
confeicnce)  in. not  giving  way,  as  he  cer- 
tainly fhould  have  done,  and  as,  I  believe, 
his  majefty  himfelf  on  horfeback  would  do 
to  you,  or  any  other  of  bis  loving  fubjeft'^ 
in  a  chariot :  as  the  cafe  ftands,  Oedipus 
(as  ypu  fay)  would  have  been  found  guilty 
of  *'  man-flaughter*'  only,  and  could  not 
have  pkaded  in  arreil  of  judgment,  that 
he  was  a  puppet ;  for,  as  I,  have  formerly 
obfcrvcd,  jufticc  muft  have  its  courfe  •,  and 
if  I  rob  yOu  on  the  highway,^  the  judge 

YoL.  II.  I  i  will 
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%ill  give  his  charge,  and  the  jury  bring  m 
their  ver^ift,  to  hang  mcy  by  tho  fame  nc- 
ceflity  which  made  me  a  felon. 

The  inftancc  I  gave,  fupported  by  fym- 
pathy  and  antipathy,  was  the  opinion,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  live  as  long  as  we  can  by 
the  courfe  of  nature  and  Providence,  and  a 
fin  to  put  an  end  to  that  beings' which  God 
has  bellowed  upon  us,  by  a  violent  death  i 
dnd  this  opinion  being  b\it  lamely  fuppof- 
ted  by  reafon  \h  fcveral  cafes  that  may  hap- 
pen, I  rcfolve  it  into  fympathy  and  an- 
tipathy, by  which  I  do  not  mean,  iii 
this  place,  what  is  ftriftly  underftood  by 
them;  but  take  thefe  words  in  a  largef 
fcnfe,  as  they  import  any  ftronfg  and  natu- 
ral inclination  or  averfion :  it  ii  true,  the 
natural  averfion  to  lofs  of  being  may  giire 
way  to  that  excels  of  torture,  which  fliall 
make  a  man  Ihoot  himfelf  in  a  fit  <^  the 
ftone ;  but  it  will  hold  good  againft  reafon, 
and  does  fo  every  day  In  feveral  inftaBces 
between  your  two  extremes  of  eafe  and 
|:)]earure  on  the  one  hand,^  and  eixquifite 
pain  on  the  other ;  and  as  often  as  thi»  is 

faa, 
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faft,  that  natiire  makes  unhappy  men  pro- 
long their  being,  where  reafon  prompts 
them  to  put  an  end  to  it,  {q  often,  with 
fpbmiiflion,  they  are,  ftridtly  fpcaking,  at 
yariance ;  nor  is  it  an  argument  to  the 
contrary  to  fay,  that  "  it  is.  the  bufmefs  of 
^  rQf^pR  to  r^gql^e,  not  cxtinguifb,  oqr 
*•  fipjtuml  aflfeftions,*'  uqlefs  you  can  like- 
wife  fay,  that  reafon  is  ^qgal  to  its  bufinefa, 
which)  I  am  a|rai4»  is  far  fiom  being  the 
caie.  I  doubr,  the  afTcftions,  inftead  of 
being  ^*  the  cart  before  the  horfe,"  are  the 
wild  horfe  running  away  with  the  cart,  and 
ti$ffing  the  poor  carter,  reafon,  into  the 
mipc  ;  or  fuppofing  the  horfe  to  be  tolera- 
bly quiet  and  tradable,  yet  if  the  carter  i? 
unfkilful,  he  overturns  his  machine  by  dri- 
ving it  againft  a  bank,  or  into  a  ditch  •,  or> 
in  other  words,  if  reafon  is  not  cxtin- 
guiftied  by  the  prions,  it  is  in  many  fp 
weak  and  defedive  as  to  be  fubfcrvient  to 
them,  and  to  take  its  bias,  though  impcr* 
ceptibly,  from  them.  A  man  the  moft  free 
from  paffions  in  appearance  may  call  his 
phlegm  wifdom,  and  yet  ihall  be  deceived 
by  the  fecret  motions  of  fclf-love,  and 
I  i  z  plume 
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plume  himfelf  upon  a  real  vice  under  the 
fhow  of  virtue ;  as  when  a  preacher  grati- 
fies his  own  vanity,  by  an  excellent  fermon 
againft  the  vanity  of  others.  Right  reafon 
is  a  very  valuable  trcafure,  and  every  man 
has  it,  if  you  believe  him ;  but  quot  homi- 
nes^ tot  fententia,  difproves  the  claim.  I 
would,  with  a  certain  emperor  *,  worihip 
a  reafonable  man,  but  firft  (hew  me  where 
he  is.  Reafon,  commonly  fo  called,  is 
nothing  more  than  opinion, 

■■         *^  the  twinkling  lamp 
^«  Of  wand 'ring  life,  that  wifiks  and  wakes  by  tttni$, 
**  Fooling  the  follower  between  fliade  and  fhiningf; 

Or,  as  another  author  j;  defcribes  it,  "  A 
**^  double-edged  weapon,  wounding  either 
**  way  in  the  hands  of  its  greatcft  mailers ; 
"  a  tindure  almoft  equally  infufed  into  all 
"  our  opinions ;"  and  then  for  its  influence, 

•  An  inca  of  Peru. 

t  Moarning  Bride,  adt  iii,  fcene  i. 

I  Montaigne's  eflays. 

confider 
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confider  how  little  it  has  been  from  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  world  to  this  day;  and 
where  is  the  diflFerence  between  faying  a 
man  never  "  is**  well,  and  faying  he  never 
*'  can**  be  well  ?  Or  between  faying,  the 
paflions  of  mankind  in  general  never' 
•'  were,**  or  "  will  be,**  regulated,  by  rea- 
fon  ;  and  faying,  they  never  "  can  be'*  re- 
gulated by  it  ?  And  fo  much  for  reafon  as  a 
regulator  of  the  affeftions ;  but  fuppofing, 
not  allowing,  it  to  be  fo  in  the  main,,  the 
queftion  between  you  and  me  remains  as  it 
was:  for  in  joining  with  Thucydides  to 
call  nature  "  a  higher  principle  than  rea- 
**  fon,**  I  did  not  mean  thofe  paffions 
**  which,**  you  fay,  ''  it  is  the  bufmefs  of 
*'  rcafbn  to  regulate,**  and  which,  I  owrij 
it  does  regulate  now  and  then,  but  thofe 
"  fecret  operations**  (as  Lexpreffed  myfelf ) 
which  are  entirely  out  of  its  reach ;  for 
not  to  repeat  wh^it  I  faid  of  fympathy  aind 
antipathy,  not  affeded  but  real,  as  un- 
doubtedly they  often  arc,  I  would  obferye 
to  you,  that  a  man  trying  to  walk  over  a 
plank,  two  foot  broad,  laid  acrofs  a  bro- 
ken arch  of  a  bridge  very  high,  would  fall 

into 
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ifito  the  river,  and  yet  had  room  enough  ta 
ivalk  direftly  forward,  and  accordingly 
pould  have  done  it  with  cafe,  for  a  mile 
together^  upon  a  path  half  as  broi^d  through 
a  level  ground ;  yet  it  would  be  hard  to 
cenfure  this  poor  creature  for  lofing  his  life 
through  fear,  which  he  ought  to  have  re- 
gulated by  rf  albn,  cfpecially  as  he  was  a 
philofophcr,  which  we  will  fuppofc  to  be 
the  cafe.  The  love  of  children  to  parents,^ 
and  ftill  mtore  that  of  parents  to  children, 
muft  be  allowed  to  baffle  reafon  jn  gene- 
ral, and,  over  and  above  fuch  furprizing 
cffefts  of  that  relation,  as  that  which  X 
mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  add  to  this 
.a  natural  connection,  as  it  wercj  between 
grief  and  misfortune,  when  a  m*n  has  been 
linown  to  be  dcjefted  to  the  laft  degree^  at 
the  very  inftant  of  a  fricnd*s  or  relation's 
death  a  hundred  miles  off,  and  wivhout 
;iny  previous  notice  of  his  being  in  danger 
of  it;  add  likewifc  an  extraordinary  power 
of  divination  in  fome  people  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  and  more  cfpecially  on  a  death-bed : 
but  above  all,  add  the  fuperiority  of  na- 
ture, where  it  fUpplies  the  want  of  reafon, 

'  as 
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as  in  brutes  by  way  of  inftinft,  to  which 
we  owe  much  more  valuable  difcovtfries  in 
phyfic  than  to  human  fagaclty.  As  there- 
fore nature,  in  fome  of  thefe  inftanced,-  ab. 
folutcly  controuls  and  fuperfedes  reafon,  as 
in  others,  it  goes  mcich  farther,  and  a^  i^ 
all  it  is  wholly  incomprehenfible  by  it,  giv^ 
nie  leave  to  conclude,  that  **  nature  is  a 
**  higher  principle  than  reafon." 

If  you  (hould  be  of  opinion,  that  what 
I  have  delivered  is  erroneous,  or  even  ab- 
furd,  you  muft  remember,  in  my  excufe^ 
that  bumanum  eft  trtart^  and  that  **  abfur- 
**  dity  is  the  privilege  of  a  reafonable  crca- 
«  tur<?/* 

I  am. 

My  dear  Mr.  Duncombc's 

moft  affeftionately,. 

G.  JEFFREYS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CXLIII. 
Mr*  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 

DEAR  SIR»  Bidd^fdon,  Sept.  23, 175OV 


I 


I 


THANK  you  for  tlie  papers,  and 
have  read  them  with  pleafure ;  as  you  de- 
fire  my  fcntiments  upon  them,  they  are  as 
follows : 

In  regard  to  my  former  letters,  "  invo- 
*'  luntary  faults,"  an  expreffion  not  origi- 
nally mine,  are,  to  the  beft  of  my  remem- 
brance, obfervcd  by  me,  to  imply  a  con-. 
iradiftion,  unlefs  "  involuntary"  be  ap- 
plied to  the  unforefeen  confequences  of  the 
fad,  and  not  to  the  faft  itfelf,  which  muft 
be  "  voluntary"  to  be  a  fault. 

After  the  firft  quotation  from  Ariftotle, 
follows  what  Mr.  Sharp  •  calls  a  "  literal 

•  Of  C.  C.  C.  Cambridge,  afterwards  D.  D.  and 
reftor  of  St.  Mary  Abchurch  and  St.  Laurence  Pount- 
ney,  London.     He  died  March  27,  1772.     . 

"  tran- 
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^  tranflation :"  but  to  begin  with  mmm,  1 
will  not  be  pofitive,  after  having  dropped 
my  acquaintance  with  Greek,  I  (hall  not 
fay,  for  how  many  years,  but  I  take  it 
properly  to  fignify  **  meek*'  or  "  gentle/* 
However,  what  Ariftotle  means  by  it,  in 
this  place,  ought  to  be  perfcftly  under- 
ftood,  and  therefore  Q^  if  it  be  rightly 
tranflated  "  remarkably  good  men  ?"  Mr. 
Sharp  fays,  that  "  punilhing  a  very  wicked 
*•  man  may  give  mankind  fome  pleafure," 
wherea?  AViftotle  fays,  '*  it  may  (hew  a 
••  love  to  mankind,**  to  (piKa^^^uvop.  Again, 
I  take  Ariftotle's  Aa^i/>or  to  mean ,"  excel- 
*'  ling,**  without  "  remarkably,**  which 
feems  to  be  added  as  an  authority  from 
Ariftotle  for  murdering  good  men  upon 
the  ftage,  provided  they  are  not  "  remark- 
*•  ably**  good.  Laftly,  what  is  «ftafT««  ?  If 
"  error,**  is  it  of  that  fort,  which,  being 
unavoidable,  fhall  not  in  the  Icaft  difcredit 
a  man*s  under ftanding  or  honefty  ?  Or  is  it 
an  error  in  judgment  only  ?  It  can  be  nei- 
ther of  thefc,  as  they  are  both  compatible 
with  the  charafter  of  ix»«x«o  and  the  misfor- 
tunes attending  them  will  not  produce 
Vol.  II.  K  k  the 
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the  ro  ^jSifoy^  or  the  •Xis»i>F,  but  the  pApbv :  hf 
afjMfTM  therefore,  Ariftotle,  to  be  confiftent 
with  himfelf,  muft  mean  "  faulty"  errors, 
as  derived  from  that  faulty  charader,  whicht 
being  in  the  middle  between  virtue  and 
vice,  he  makes  the  foundation  of  pity  and 
fear :  but  "  error,"  without  any  addition, 
is  fo  far  from  fuperfeding  **  involuntary 
^^  fault,"  as  an  adequate,  clear,  and  precife 
idea,  that  nothing  more  indefinite  and  vague 
can  be  well  imagined.  Mn  Sharp  pro- 
mifes  indeed  to  illultrate  his  meaning  in  the 
tragedies  mentioned  by  Mr.  Addifon,  and 
does  it  in  the  Orphan,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  would  very  much  miQead  any  per- 
fon  who  had  not  read  the  play :  for,  ac- 
cording to  him,  here  are  two  very  honeft 
young  gentlemen,  one  of  them  guilty  of 
an  inconliderable  error,  in  not  acquainting 
his  brother  that  he  was  married,  and  the 
other,  properly  fpeaking,  guilty  of  no  er- 
ror at  all,  though  under  a  miftake  indeed 
in  believing,  what  any  one  in  his  circum- 
ftanccs  muft  have  believed,  that  he  was 
only  beforehand  with  his  double-dealing 
brother  in   lying  with   a   proftitute.     But 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sharp  forgets,  that  there  was  a  time 
when  this  Polydorc  had  reafon  to  think 
better  of  her,  and  yet  endeavoured  to  de- 
bauch her  under  his  father's  roof  and  pro- 
teftion,  in  defiance  of  duty,  hofpitality, 
and  honour;  and,  as  to'Caftalio's  *'  incon- 
*'  fidcrablc  error,**  he  himfelf  was  fo  far 
from  quieting  his  confcience  under  that 
notion,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  that  fcene 
where  he  kills  Polydore,  he  takes  fhame 
to  himfelf  very  plentifully, 

**  I  made  a  contrad  I  ne'er  meant  to  keep  ;'* 

and  a  little  farther^ 

"  Still  new  ways  I  ftudy'd  to  abufe  thee/* 

How  candid  is  your  friend  to  call  thefe 
**  inconfidcrablc  errors !"  In  Ihort,  both 
brothers  arc  fo  faulty,  with  all  their  good 
qualities,  as  to  anfwer  Arift©tle*s  defign  of 
exciting  pity  and  fear  very  happily :  and 
if,  notwithftanding  this,  Mr.  Addifon 
thought  Caftalio  a  virtuous  innocent  cha- 
rafter,  no  body  will  difpute  it  with  him 
but  a  dealer  in  verbal  diftinftions. 

Ariftotle 


[     *52     ] 

.  Ariftotle,  in  the  fecond  quotation  from 
him,  is  quite  confiftent  with  what  he  ad- 
vanced in  the  firft,  and  declares  for  trage- 
dies compofcd  on  a  few  family  events 
^'  according  to  art."  Then  follows  the 
point  in  view,  which  is^  to  reconcile  Ari- 
ftotle  arid  Addifon:  they  agree  in  prefer- 
ring fome  of  thofe  tragedies  which  are 
quoted  by  Addifon,  and  end  unfortunately  j 
becaufc  I  take  them  to  be  built  on  Arifto- 
tle*s  model,  viz-  the  Orphan,  ■  Theodofius, ' 
and  AU  for  Love  5  but  they  differ. in  regard 
to  thofe  tragedies  which  end  not  only  un- 
fortunately, but  iniquitoufly  and  fliock- 
ingly ;  for  Ariftotle,  by  his  own  doftrine, 
is  bound  to  rejed  them,  and  Addifon  has 
manifellly  efpoufed  them  in  the  cafe  of 
Defdemona,  who  is  quite  innocent,  and 
more  flagrantly  ftill  in  th^t  of  Cordelia, 
who  is  not  only  innocent,  but  exemplary 
for  filial  duty,  and  not  even  the  leaft  Iha- 
dow  of  an  error  (if  that  were  of  any  con- 
fcquence)  appears  againft  her,  but  a  mon- 
^rous  one  in  Shakefpear  for  dealing  fo  in- 
humanly by  her.  In  a  word,  there  neither 
js  nor  call  be  any  thing  of  t;he  re  fi»«foK  in 

the 
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the  condufl:  of  a  tragic  poet,  if  this  is  not 
fo  ahnoft  beyond  example.  But  what  lays 
Mr.  Addifon  ?  Why  truly,  "  the  play  i& 
•*  fpoiled  by  Tate*s  alteration,  becaufe  it 
*'  faves  and  rewards  Cordelia,  by  a  chime- 
•*  rical  notion  of  poetical  juftice."  Under 
favour,  poetical  juftice  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing **  a  chimera,"  that  it  fparcs,  or  ought 
to  fpare,  every  innocent  perfdn.  Indeed, 
where  a  fault  is  committed,  poetical  juftrte 
Ihall  go  much  farther,  though  by  natural 
fteps,  in  its  punifhment,  than  the  meafure 
of  it  requires ;  otherwife,  there  would  be 
no  room  for  that  pity,  which  is  due  tothofe 
**  who  bear  misfortunes  which  they  do  not 
**  deferve  •,"  in  which  paffage,  Ariftotle,  to 
agree  with  himfelf,  mufl  not  mean  the  in- 
nocent, but  thofe  whofc  misfortunes  are 
far  Ihort  of  their  fufferings.  To  conclude; 
what  I  have  here  faid  may  be  fummed  up 
in  the  two  following  propofitions :    • 

PROP.       I. 

No  two  things  can  be  more  diametri- 
cally oppofite  than  Ariftotle*s  doftrine  and 
Addifon's  declaration  for  Shakefpear's  Lear. 

PROP. 
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F  R  O  P.      2. 

Ariftotle  does  not  differ  more  from  Ad* 
difbn  than  from  himfclf,  if  "error,"  qua^ 
tinus  error,  is  a  literal  tranflation  of  afAo^rw^ 
and  confequently,  a  proper  ground  of  tra-. 
gical  events,  as  it  deftroys  his  doftrine  at 
once,  by  confounding,  what  he  has  fo  er- 
prefsly  diftinguilhed,  the  "  terrible  and 
"  pitiable'*  with  the  "  iniquitous; 


n 


Yours,  &c. 

G.J. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXLIV. 
Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Duncombi> 

Part  of  a  letter. 


. .  .B^ 


Nov.  S,  i75«. 


>Y  "  a  rcafonablc  man"  I  mean 
him,  whofe  words,  thoughts,  and  aftions 
arc  regulated  in  the  main  by  reafon :  he  is 
no  flave  to  paQion  or  humour,  and  diftin- 
guilhes  between  opinion  and  demonftration: 
he  may  lean  to  one  fide  of  the  queftion, 
but  is  never  pofitive,  without  being  cer- 
tain ;  and  that  he  is  certain  is  no  eafy  mat- 
ter for  him  to  believe,  as  he  is  fenfible  what 
a  mixture  of  obfcurity  there  is  even  in  our 
cleareft  conceptions.  To  confine  reafon  in 
its  proper  bounds,  is  a  point  he  has  much 
at  heart.  He  difcovers  the  fuperiority  of 
his  underftanding  in  nothing  more,  than 
by  doubting  its  fufficiencjj  •,  and  is  often  at 
a  ftand,  where  others,  not  half  fo  much 

enligh- 
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enlightened,  think  themfclves  quite  fufe. 
To  conclude,  he  is  a  difciple  of  Socrates, 
and  deferves.the  title  of  wife  by  confefling 
that  he  knows  nothing,  not  even  himfelf 
thoroughly,  though  the  .  moft  valuable  of 
all  knowledge  is  that  of  a  man's  felf ;  and 
what,  confequently,  he  labours  chiefly  to 
attain. 

G.J- 


I.ETXER    CXLV. 
Mr.  Buncombe  to  Mr.  Jeffreys.   . 

DEAR  SIR,  Spring-grove  •,  May  6,4751. 


I 


HAVE  long  defigned  to  make  fome 
remarks  on  a  letter  I  received  from  you  lalt 
autumn,  but  could  not  get  leifure  till  now> 
to  recoUedt  my  thoughts. 

•  Near  Hounflow,  Middlefex,  the  feat  of  Mrs. 
Offiey,  (rclidl  of  John  OiHey,  cfq;)  and  after  her 
death  (in  1753)  purchafed  and  rebnilt  by  Eliiha 
Bifcoe^  efq; 

If 
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If  we  define  the  terms  we  make  ule  o4 
l¥e  fli^U  not,  I  believe,  differ  fo  widely  as 
we  feem  to  do  at  prefent. 

By  **  nature,**  may  be  underftood,  the 
God  of  nature,  or  the  regular  operation  of 
his  will,  in  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bo- 
dies, the  inftin^b  of  afnimals,  the  vegeta<r 
tion  of  plant*,  &c.  or  (as  applied  to  man- 
kind) it  may  mean,  that  particular  framd 
and  conftituiion  of  mind  and  body,  which 
<}iftingui(hes  him  from  every  other  fpecies 
of  intelligent  creatures. 

This  is  what  1  mean  by  it  in  the  prefent 
controverfy.  By  "  feafon,**  I  underftand 
that  faculty  by  which  we  are  enabled  to 
diftioguifh  truth  and  faUhood,  right  and 
wrong.  Reafon  may  alfo  fignifj^  the  exer- 
cife  or  operations  of  the  rational  faculty,  or 
ratiocination.  In  this  fenfc  I  underftand 
by  it,  the  juft  and  proper  ufe  of  it. 

I  think  there  is  no  occafibn  for  the  dif- 

liaftion  of  "  true"   and  "  falfc"  reafonir 

Vou  U.  L 1  Kcafon 


Rcafon  is  ftcady,  uniform,  and  invariable  as 
the  fun.  Reafon  and  fophiftry  (and  \?hat 
is  falfc  reafoning  biit  fophiftry?)  are  as 
widely  different  as  gold  and  copper,  light 
and  darknefs. 

«  Opinion,"  I  think,  means  a  wavering 
affcnt  of  the  mind,  founded  on  doubtful 
evidence.  Opnionum  commenta  delet  dies* 
judicia  natura  confirmat^  fays  Cicero ;  "  time 
••  defaces  the  glofles  of  opinion,  but  con- 
**  firms  the  diftates  of  nature."  By  nature 
he  here  feems  to  mean  reafont  and  by  opi- 
nion, popular  prejudice. 

By  a  "  reafonable  man*'  I  mean  one, 
who,  in  the  general  tenor  of  his  fentiments 
and  a<5lions,  is  guided  by  the  rules  of  com- 
mon-fenie  and  reafon.  And  that  this  is  a 
natural  dcfcription,  appears  from  your  be- 
ing furprifed,  when  the  queftion  was  firft 
put  to  you,  "  who  is  a  reafonable  man  ?'* 
Forgetting  you  had  fuppofed  it  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty  to  find  fuch  a  one :  which 
made  it  neceifary  for  you,  in  order  to  be 
confiftent  with  yourfelf,  to  give  us  the  idea 

of 
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of  a  **  complete  philofopher  *,*'  inftead  of 
a  "  rwfoniibk  inapj*'  who  alone  was  afked 
for,  .and  to  degrade  yourfelf  and  your  friend 
intQ  the  clafs  of  **' mireafonabl.es," 

;  .,8y  '*  fyoip.^thy"  you  feem  to  undcrftand 
SiHat  I.wopld  chufe  to  exprefs  by  "  in- 
**  ftioft-"  1  l?cg  you  to  give  me  an  ac- 
/^ou^t  of  all  the  inftiafts  you  take  to  be 
implanted  in  human  nature.  You  fliall 
then    havic  my  farther  thoughts  on  that 

You  fay,  "  the  opinion,  that  it  is  finful, 
**  ip  all  pojpSble  cafes,  to  put  an  end  to  our 
*'  being,  is  but  lamely  fupportcd  by  teafori." 
This  is  granting  as  much  as  I  would  defire. 
.How  then  is  this  opinion  fupported  ?  You 
reply,  "  by  fy^pathy  and  antipathy  :"  by 
.which,  you  mean  the  natural  love  of  life, 
and  the  fear  of  death,  (if  I  take  your 
meani^g  right)  which  often  make  unhappy 
roen  bear  the  misfortunes  of  life,  when  rea- 
fon  prompts  them  to  take  another  courk\ 

•  Sec  p.  255. 
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But  what  docs  this  prove  ?  Only  that  our 
palTions  are  foipetimes  too  ftrong  for  our 
reafon,  which,  I  believe,  no  one  will  deny-, 
but  it  will  not  follow  from  hence,  that  rca- 
fon  ought  to  be  degrade^!,  and  paflion  af- 
fame  the  reins,  who  would  be  but  a  blind 
and  headftrong  driver ;  or  that  reafon  and 
nature  (in  mv  fenfe  of  that  word,)  are  at 
variance;  indeed,  I  thought  it  had  been 
agreed  by  all  philofophers,  that  reafon  is  a 
principle  fuperior  to  paffion  and  appetite ; 
and  chac  the  former  ought  to  controul  the 
latter.    . 

By  prefacing  the  witty  paflages  you  quote 
from  Congreye  and  Montaigne  with  thefc 
words,  "  Reafon,  *  commonly*  fo  callec), 
**  is  nothing  more'  than  opinion," .  you  feem 
fenfible  that  they  cannot  be  juftly  applied 
to  reafon,  "  truly"  fo  called ;  as  certainly 
they  cannot,  and  I  am  npt  concerned  to  de- 
Zend  the  chicanefies  of  opinion,  or  fas  I 
fliould  chufe  to  call  it)  of  fophiftry.  No 
wonder  ;he  wits  delight  to  cavil  at  reafon, 
fmce  fhc  often  dcteds  their  fallacies  bv  the 
ccrch  of  truth. 

As 
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As  to  the  influence  of  reafon  over  the 
a£Vions  of  n:)ankind,  it  has,  I  am  fatisfied, 
teen  very  great,  from  the  beginning  oJF  the 
world  to  this  day,  and  is  fo  ftill,  whatever 
melancholy  or  fuperftitious  writers  may 
pretend  to  the  contrary. .  Were  it  other- 
wife,  fociety  mufl:  dilband,  and  the  world 
would  be  turned  into  a  howling  wildernefs ; 
nor  fliould  we  fee  fo  much  peace,  order, 
harmony,  and  happinefs,  as  are  to  be  met 
with  in  every  civilifed  country.  The  in^ 
ftances  to  the  contrary  can  be  no  more 
juftly  alledged  againft  the  prevalence  of 
reafon  thab  the  birth  of  a  monfter,  now  and 
tlien,  is  a  proof  that  there  is  no  regular 
procefs  of  nature  in  the  produftion  of 
animals.  I  am  fenfible,  it  would  be  an 
eafy  matter  for  a  man  of  a  ftrong  imagina- 
tion, aiid  gloomy  call  of  mind,  to  declaim 
on  the  other  (ide  of  the  queftion,  as  Dr. 
Yoimg  has  fhewn  in  his  difcourfes  **0(i 
**  the  miferies  of  human  life,**  and  in  his 
"  Night-Thoughts."  But  fuch  declama- 
mations  will  have  little  weight  with  perfons 
pf  fober  judgment,  accuftomed  to  a  dole 

way 


Way  of  reafoning ;  and  are  of  pernicious 
copfcqi^nce,,  as  they  give  us  unworthy  no- 
tions of  (jOd,  chfirifti  the  fpirit  of  fcepti- 
ciiin^  and  fill  the  fou)  with  melancholy,,  in- 
Itcfadof  that  grateful  chearfulnefs,  which  is 
a  tribute  due  to  the  bountiful  Creator.  The- 
lanic'autnor  inveighs 'againft  virtue  (ab- 
itrafted  from  the  lippes  of  a  future  ilste} 
ss  tending  to  niaKe  us  miferable  in  tliis  life^ 
'contrary  to  the  fentiipents  of  all  ancient 
jphilofbphers,  and  the  experience,  I  believe^ 
of  the  belt  men  in  every  age, 

I  am  ftill  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  you 
'mean  by  "  the  •  fecret  Operations'  of  na- 
•^ture,'*  To  fome.of  the  ftories  you  rc- 
Jatc  I  can  fcarce  give  credit;  the  fpring 
and  caufes  (fuppofmg  the  fafts  true)  are 
too  uncertain  to  admit  of  any  dedudions; 
and  fome^of  the  cafes  you  put  may  be  ac. 
counted  for  in  a  rational  way.  There  is  no 
myftery  in  the  "  man's  falling  from  the 
"  plank  two  feet  broad  *  ;"  it  is  plainly 
©wing  to  his  fear ,  and  he  is  to  be  pitied, 

•  Sec  p.  245 . 

and 
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•and  not  blamed.  It  is  not  pretended,  ^^ 
reafon  is  Efficient  to  fubduc  the  paflions  in 
every  inftance  that  may  be  put;  and  yet  it 
may  be  fufiicient  to  gmde  us  in  the  general 
tenor  oiF  our  lives  i  clfe  \o  what  purpofe 
was  it  given  ?  But  where  cfur  paffions  work 
upon  us  **  mechanically/*  we  (hall  ftand 
acquitted  in  the  eye  of  God,  who  knows 
the  heart ;  but  the  cafe  is  different  in  re- 
gard to  human  courts,  who  can  only  judge 
by  overt  aftiorts  cxtept  in  fome  particular 
cafes. 

I  cannot  allow  with  you,  that  *^  abfur- 
^  dity  is  the  privilege  of  a  rcafonable  crea- 
*•  ture ;"  though  to  be  fubjed  to  miftakcs 
and  errors  is  utidoubtedly  the  lot  of  a  fal- 
lible cme#  The  fon  of  Sirach,  in  the 
xxsrvitith  <:hapter  of  Eaffefiafticus,  dc- 
fcribes  the  various  occupations  of  the  huf- 
bandman,  the  carpenter,  the  engraver,  the 
ftatuary,  the  fmith,  and  the  potter,  Tb/y 
Jbdll  not^  fays  he,  be  fought  for  in  fubUc 
counfely  nor  fit  high  in  the.  congregation ;  biU 
mthcut  tbefe  cannot  a  city  be  inhabited:  they 
ivill  maintain  the  ftate  of  the  worlds  and 

every 


C   264  ] 

every  one  (f  them  is  wife  in  bis  craft*  Surely 
therefore  he  muft  look  upon  thefe  as  "  rca- 
^  fonable"  men. 

Solomon  aflure s  us,  that  the  ffirit  of  man 
is  as  the  lamp  $f  God-,  wherewith  hefearchetb 
€ut  all  feeret  things,  r  Thus  Prw..xx.  and 
27.  is  interpreted  by  the  great  lord  Bacon. 

The  encomium  givfcn  by  Cicero  to  phi- 
lofophy  may  with  no  lefs  propriety  be  ap 
plied  to  reafon;  for  what  is  philofophy, 
but  the  habit  of  reafoning  on  fubjeds  na- 
tural or  moral,  cultiTat9d  and  improved  by 
ftudy  and  refledion  i 

•'  Cities  were  formed  by  reafon ;  by  rca-» 
**  fon  mankind  were  civilifed,  coUe&ed  into 
*•  fociety,  and  united  in  houfcs,  wedlock^ 
*'  and  communion  of  letters  and  language. 
*' Reafon  was  the  inventor  of  hws>  the 
•'  teacher  of  manners,  the  guide  of  difci- 
*'  pline.  Dare  any  one  arraign  the  parent 
•*  of  civil  and  domeftic  life,  pollute  him- 
"  fclf  with  fuch  parricide,  and,  impioufly 
"  ungrateful,  ftigmatife  reafon,.  whom  ho 

"  ought 
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**\ought  to  reverence,  chough  unable  to 
**  comprehend  Jier  precept  ?•* 

Tufc.  Difp.  b.  V.  C.2. 

And  that  which  aggravates  the  ingrati* 
tudc  of  thefe  "  parricides,*'  fas  Cicero 
juftly  ftyles  them,)  is,  that  they  wound 
their  venerable  mother  with  fliafts  drawn 
from  her  own  quiver. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  D. 


/o 
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LETTER      CXLVI. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  to  Mr.  Dvncombe. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dec.  7,  1751. 


M 


Y  Farm  *  waits  upon  you  a  {ecand 
time  for  the  amendment  agreed  upon  be- 
tween  us.  I  would  only  refpite  "  revenge 
*'  divine  f /'  till  the  ladies  and  you,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  I  am  about  to  offer,  fhall 
cftablifii  a  diftindbion  between  that  and 
*'  vengeance/*  or,  allowing  them  to  mean 
the  very  fame  thing,  fhall  think  fit  to 
maintain  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
can  podibly  belong  to^  the  Deity ;  though 
fcripture  has  reprefented  holy  men  invo- 
king the  aid  of  God  under  that  view  of  his 

*  A  tranflatioD  of  the  ift  book  of  Vaniere't ''  Prae- 
**  diam  Rudicum,"  fince  publifhed  in  Mr.  Jeffreys's 
*<  poems,"  p.  165.  B.  13,  "on  doves,"  is  alfo  in 
(he  fame  coUefUon,  p.  zio. 

f  The  ^und,  obedient  to  *•  revenge  divine,** 
No  mote,  unbidden,  yiel^  her  corn  and  wine, 
Bot  grafs  and  thiftles  ^— — 

being 
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being  *•  the  God  of  vengeance,". and  has, 
in  the  warmeft  ttrins,  not  only  afcribed  but 
appropriated  "  vengeance**  to  him  on  no  Icfs 
authority  than  his  own  exprefs.  declaration. 
I  take  U  for  granted,  therefore,  that  "  ven- 
**  geance**  is  out  of  the  queftbn,  and  that 
the  only  word  excepted  againft  is  *'  re- 
"  venge,"  as  manifeftly  differing  from  "  ven- 
*'.geance,**  an,d  always  carrying  an  ill  fenfc; 
though -Dryden  has  been  fo  far  miftaken 
as  to  talk  of  **  juft  revdnge  *,"  which,  in 
your  fenfe  of  the  word,  implies  a  contra- 
diiStibn  as  much  as  "  j\lfl:  murder,  juft  rob- 
"  bery,*'  or  "juft  idolatry  •,"  fo  that  my  good 
friend  had  reafon,  on  his  own  fuppofition, 
to  exclaim  againft  this  pafTage  as  "  horrible 
**  and  feocking."  But  then  it  naay  be  mo- 
deftly  afked,  why  the  point  in  debate  is 
taken  for  granted,  or,  in  other  words,  why 
the  queftion  is  begged  inftcad  of  being 
proved,  not  only  in  oppofition  to  fo  greac 
a  mafter  of  language  as  Dryden,  but  to 
others  on  the  fame  fide  with  myfelf  ?  To 
give  one  remarkable  inftance  from  lord  Ro- 

*  If  our  hard  fertone  no  compailion  draws, 
,   The  gods  arc  "  juft,"  and  wiU  *•  revenge'*  our  caufe. 
M  m  2  chefter? 
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chcfler,  who  is  acknowkdged  tp  have  beeft 
a  corre£t  writer,  in  thefe  lines  fromValen- 
tinian, 

—  — — "  Whatmoft  abjca  flave, 

•<  That  lick'd  the  dud  where'er  his  mafter  trod, 
*'  Bounded  not  from  the  earth  apon  his  feet, 
**  And  (hook  his  chains,^  that  heard  of  Brutus* 
*  vengeance?'' 

Hitherto  his  lordihip  is  with  you»  but  he 
immediately  adds, 

**  Who  that  e'er  he^d  the  caufe,  applauded  not 
■  .  *^*  That  Roman  fpiritfor  his  great  <  revenge?'* 

He  does  not  dream,  you  fee,  of  any  fort  oF 
diftindion  between  **  revenge**  and  "  ven- 
"  geance,**  but  applies  them  promifcuoufly, 
firft  one  and  then  another,  as  they  happen  to 
come  foremoft.  I  muft  likewife  remind 
you  of  a  celebrated  treajclfe  called  "  God's 
**  revenge  againft  murder  •,*'  the  author, 
you  will  fay,  might  be  miftaken,  as  well  as 
others,  but  then  how  unfortunate  was  he 
to  fix  a  blafphemous  imputation  upon  the 
Almighty,  in  the  very  tide  of  a  book  writ- 
ten 
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ten  to  do  honour  to  hisjuftice!  If  from 
authors  we  pafs  to  dictionaries^  both  the 
French  and  the  La^  are  on  my  fldc^  If 
Uttlcton  makes  any  diftinftion  betweqn  the 
two  words,  it  is  to  the  difcrcdit  of  *•  ven- 
*'  geance/ ■  which  he  likewife  ftyles  **  cru- 
*'*©Ity,  •  :*•  both  words  are  taken  by  us  from 
the  French,  a  language  fo  favourable  to 
"  revenge,"  that,  inftead  of  the  frightful 
idea  you  have  annexed  to  it,  "  to  revenge'* 
afttii  fignifies  no  more  than  ^'  to  return,*'  a$ 
•*  to  return  a  vifit,"  *'  to  return  a  lead  at 
**  whift,*'  &c.  If  fo  approved  a  mafter  of 
languageas  rillotfon,  fhouid  appear,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  fermons,  to  have 
ftuck  to  "  vengeance,"  and  to  have  fiood 
clear  of  "  revenge,"  it  would  give  great 
countenance  to  your  opinion,  but  till  that 
can  be  made  out,  I  mult  beg  leave  to  think 
that  the  whole  ftream  of  authorities,  and 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  explains  "  revenge"  by  "  xetorn  of 
**  an  injury/*  and  "  vengeance"  by  **  penal  retri- 
'*  bution ;"  though  he  makes  the  adje^ives  '<  re- 
"vengeful,"  and***  full  of  vengeance,"  fynoni- 
mous. 

the 
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tin  u&  of  our  bngiiagc,  as  it  occurs  in  tht 
.befbfaodiors^  arc  againft  the  diftin&ioii  con- 
tfended  for  bf  the  ladies,  the  other  grade- 
niiai^  and  you,  to  whofe  judgment,  never- 
thelefi,  I  am  ready  to  fubmic, 

, . ,  **  And  argue  only  to  be  better  taught.* 
Yours  afFe£tk)nateIy, 

•LETTER     CXLVn. 

Archbifltop  Herring  to  Mr.  DukcoMW* 

DEAR  SIR,  Ljunbedi-hoore,  Nor.  28,  1750. 

X  FELT  the  fame  concern,  which  you 
ieem  to  do,  on  the  fcore  of  the  publication 
cf  •*  Bower's  efcape  -f  "•    Mr.  Barron  has 

t  *'  From  the  iQquifiUon,"  taken  ^ownbymc-- 
moiy  at  York,  in  the  year  1749,  by  the  editor  of 
tkis  work    (and  Tent  to  the  archbifhop)   from  an 

account 
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doubdefs  done  an  imprudent  thing,  in  the 
fpirit  of^an  honcft  zeal,  and  Bower  had 
done  well,  if  he  had  only  declared  his  nar- 
raeive  not  authentic. 

I  cannot  account  for  the  large  fpread  of 
the  ftory,  which  has  gone  over  all  the 
north,  Barron's  copy  coming  from  Roch- 
dale. He  has  owned  his  millake  as  to  Hill. 
I  cbmmunicated  your  relation  of  the  ftory 
to  all  my  family,  but  no  farther,  that  I  re- 
member.    Some    of  them    probably   did 

account  given  by  a  phyfidan  ia  that  neigliboorlioocly 
who  had  k  from  Dr.  (afterwards  bifhop)  Hayter,  a 
friend  of  Bower.  This  account  being  publiihed  by 
Mr.  Barron  9  a  difienting  minifter,  Bower,  in  an  ad- 
verttfement,  difdaimed  it,  faying,  it  was  **  almoft  in 
**  every  particular  abfolutdy  falfe,"  though,  on  be- 
ing de£red  by 'Dr.  Hill,  his  grace's  chaplain,  to  fpe- 
cify  fome  of  the  **  falihoods,"  he  could  inllancc 
none  except  **  Bern"  being  miftaken  for  Ba£I, 
and  his  being  ftyled  **  Secretary  of  the  Inquiiition,'* 
inftead  of  **  CoanfeUor."  This  firft  gave  occafion  to 
Dr.  Douglas,  and  others,  to  fufpeft  Bower's  inte- 
grity, and  to  commence  a  paper- war,  in  which  the 
**  Hiflorian  of  the  Popes"  was  worfled* 

communicate 
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mtnmunicate  it  to  fotne  friends  of  theirs. 
But  this  I  am  clear  in,  that  neither  you  nor 
I  have  any  blame  in  this  matter ;  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  bed  not  to  appear  in  the  con- 
trovcrfy,  unlefs  we  arc  called  upon  to  be 
particular,  and  then  you  muft  ftep  forth. 
I  never  faid  more,  than  that  an  ingenious 
young  man  took  the  ftory,  by  memory^ 
from  relation,  being  more  than  ordinarily 
afFcded  by  it, 

I  am 

if  our  affured  friend, 

•    THO.CANTUAR. 


E  K  D    or    Vol.    IT. 


APPENDIX. 

The  Character,  of 

Mrs.  BRIDGET    B  E  N  DI  S  H  ♦, 

Grand-daughter  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

By   the   Rer,   Mr.    Say  f. 

Written  in  1 7 19,  on  occafion  of  the  clofing  words  of 
Lord  Clarendon's  charaftcr  of  her  Grandfather  J, 

HE  charafUr  of  Oliver  feems  to  be 
made  up  of  fo  many  inconfiftencics,  that  I 
do  not  think  any  one  is  capable  of  drawing 

•  Relift  of  Thomas  BendiHi,  efq;  of  Gray'sinn, 
«*  defccndcd  from  the  ancient  family  of  Sir  Thomas 
**  Bendifh,  of  EfTex,  baronet,  who  was  ambaflador 
•*  from  king  Charles  I  to  the  Grand  Signer."  See 
his  epitaph  in  Le  Neve's  MoMmunta  Anglkana.  He 
died  in  1707. 

t  See  note  on  letter  iv,  vol.  1. 
t  Vias.  **  he  will  be  looked  upon  by  poftsrity  as  a 
««  brave  wicked  man." 

Vol.  II.  a  it 
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it  juftly,  who  was  not  pcrfonally  anrf  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  him,  or,  at  leaft, 
with  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Bridget 
Bcndifli,  the  daughter  of  his  fon-in-law 
Ircton  *  i  a  lady,  who,  as  in  the  features 
of  her  face,  fhe  exa£Uy  rcfcmbled  the  bcft 
pifturc  of  Oliver,  which  I  have  ever  feen, 
and  which  is  now  at  Rofe-hall,  in  the  pof- 
fcffion  of  Sir  Robert  Rich,  fo  flie  feems  alfo 
as  exadtly  to  refemblc  hijn  in  the  call  of 
her  mind. 

A  pcrfon  of  great  prefence  and  majefty, 
heroic  courage,  and  indefatigable  induftry ; 
and,  with  fomething  in  her  countenance 
and  manner,  that  at  once  attrafls  and  com- 
mands refpedl:,  the  moment  fhc  appears  in 
company,  accuftomed  to  turn  her  hands  to 
the  meaneft  offices,  and  even  drudgeries  of 

*  Henry  Ireton,  efq;  of  Ireton,  in  the  coanty  of 
Derby,  commiflary-general,  and  fosietinic  lord-lien- 
ttnant  of  Ireland^  married  the  protestor's  eldefl 
daughter^  Bridget,  who,  after  his  death,  married 
lieutenant-general  Fleetwood. 

life. 
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life  *,  among  her  workmen  and  labourers, 
from  the  earlieft  morning  to  the  decline  of 
day,  infenfiblc  to  all  the  calls  and  neceffi- 
ties  of  nature,  and  in  a  habit  and  appea- 
rance beneath  the  meaneft  of  them,  and 
neither  fuiting  her  charafter  or  fex:  and 
then  immediately,  after  having  eaten  and 
drunk,  almoft  to  excefs,  of  whatever  is 
before  her,  without  choice  or  diftinftion, 
to  throw  herfelf  down  on  the  next  couch 
or  bed  that  offers,  in  the  profoundeft  fleep; 
to  rife  from  it  with  new  life  and  vigour  •, 
to  drefs  herfelf  in  all  the  riches,  and  gran- 
dieur  of  appearance,  that  her  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  or  the  remains  of  better  times, 
will  allow  her;  and,  about  the  clofe  of 
evening,  to  ride  in  her  chaife,  or  on  her 
pad,  to  a  neighbouring  port  -f,  and  there 
ihine  in  convcrfation,  and  to  receive  the 
place  and  precedence  in  all  company,  as  a 
lady,  who  once  expefted,  at  thi'-  ni/.e,  to 
have  been  one  of  the  firll  peno:  •  ii:  Eu- 
rope:  to  make  innunieitiblc  viucs  of  cere- 

a  2  mony, 
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mony,  bufincfs,  or  charity,  and  difpatch 
the  greateft  affairs  with  the  utmoft  cafe  and 
addrefs,  appearing  every  where  as  the 
common  friend,  advocate,  and  patronefs  of 
^11  the  poor,  the  oppreffed,  and  the  mife- 
rable  in  any  kind  •,  in  whofe  caufe  Ihe  will 
receive  no  denial  from  the  great  and  the 
rich;  rather  demanding  than  requefting 
them  to  perform  their  duty ;  and  who  is 
generally  received  and  regarded,  by  thofe 
who  know  her  bcft,  as  a  perfon  of  great 
fincerity,  piety,  generbfity,  and  even  pro- 
fufion  of  charity.  And  yet,  poirelTcd  of 
all  thefe  virtues,  and  pofieffed  of  them  in 
a  degree  beyond  the  ordinary  rate,  a  perfon 
(I  am  almoft  tempted  to  fay,)  of  no  truth, 
juftice,  or  commpn  honefty;  who  never 
broke  her  promife  in  her  life,  and  yet,  on 
whofe  word  no  man  can  prudently  depend^ 
nor  fafely  report  the  Icaft  circumftancc 
after  her. 

Of  great  and  moft  fervent  devotion  to^ 
wards  God,  and  love  to  her  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  fellQw-chriftians  j  and  yet  there 


is 


is  fcarce  an  inftance  of  impiety,  or  cruelty, 
of  which  perhaps  fhc  is  not  capable. 

Fawning,  fulpicious,  miftruftful,  and 
jealous,  without  end,  of  all  her  fervants, 
and  even  of  her  friends;  *,  at  the  fame  time 
that  fhe  is  ready  to  do  them  all  the  fervice 
that  lies  in  her  power ;  affeding  all  man- 
kind generally,  not  according  tolhe  fervice 
they  are  able  to  do  her,  but  according  to 
the  fervice  their  neceflities  and  miferies  de- 
mand/r^f»  her;  to  the  relieving  of  which, 
neither  the  wickednefs  of  their  charafters, 
nor  the  injuries  they  may  have  done  ta 
herfelf  in  particular,  are  the  leaft  excep- 
tion, but  rather  a  peculiar  recommenda* 
tion. 

Such  are  the  extravagances  that  have 
long  appeared  to  me  in  the  charader  of 
this  lady,  whofe  friendfhip  and  refentment 
I  have  felt  by  turns  for  a  courfe  of  many 
years  acquaintance  and  intimacy ;  and  yet, 
after  all  thefe  blemiflies  and  vices,  which 
I  muft  freely  own  in  her,  he  would  do  her, 
in  my  opinion,  the  greateft  injury,  who 

(hould 


fliould  fay,  Jbe  was  a  gteat  wicked  woman  j 
for  all  that  is  great  and  gc^od  in  her,  fecms 
to  be  owing  to  a  true  magfianimity  of  fpi- 
rit,  and  a  fincere^defirc  to  fer  ve  the  intcrelt 
of  God  and  all  mankind ;  atid  all  that  is 
otherwife,  to  wrong  principles,  early  and 
ftrongly  imbibed  by  a  temperaaicnt  of  bo- 
dy, (fliall  I  call  it  ?)  or  a  turn  of  mind* 
to  the  laft  degree  cnthufiaftic  a^.^d  vifio- 
nary. 

It  is  owing  to  this,  that  fhe  never  Jiears  * 
of  any  adbion  of  any  perfon,  but  flie  inume- 
diately  mingles  with  it  her  own  fentiments 
and  judgment  of  the  perfon,  and  the  action, 
in  fo  lively  a  manner,  that  it  is  almoft:  im- 
poflible  for  her  to  feparate  them  after.' 
which  fentiments  therefore,  and  judgment* 
(he  will  relate  thence  forwards  with  the 
lame  affurancc  that  fhe  relates  the  aftion 
itfelf. 

If  Ihe  queftions  the  lawfulnefs  or  expe- 
diency of  any  great,  hazardous,  and  doubt- 
ful undertaking,  Ihe  purfues  the  method, 
which,  as  fhe  fays,  her  grandfather  always 

employed 
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employed  with,  fucccfs ;  that  is,  Ae-  fliota 
herfclf  up  in  her  clofet,  till  by  fafting!  and 
prayer  the  vapours  are  raifed,  and  the 
animal  fpirits  wrought  up  to  a  peculiar  fer- 
ment, by  an  over-'mtenfencfs  and  ftrain  of 
thinking :  and  whatever  portion  of  fcrip- 
Cure  comes  into  her  head  at  fuch  a  feaforr,r 
which  ihe  apprehends  to  be  fuitable  to  the 
prefent  occafion,  (and  whatever  comes  in 
fuch  circumftances,  is  fure  to  come  with  a 
power  and  evidence,  which,  to  fuch  a  hea- 
ted imagination,  will  appear  to  he  divine 
and  fupernaturai,)  thence  forward  no  in- 
treaties  nor  perfuafions,  no  force  of  reafon, 
nor  plaineft  evidence  of  the  fame  fcriptures 
alledged  againft  it;  no  conviftion  of  the 
impropriety,  injuftice,  impiety,  or  almoft 
impofllbility  of  the  thing  can  turn  her  from 
it ;  which  creates  in  her  a  confidence  and 
induftry  thit  generally  attains  its  end,  and 
hardens  her  in  the  fame  praftice  for  ever. 
**  She  will  truft  a  friend  that  never  deceived 
**  her/*  This  was  the  very  anfwcr  Ihc 
made  me,  when,  upon  her  receiving  a 
coniiderable  legacy  at  the  death  of  a  noble 
relation,  I  urged  her  to  fufpend  her  ufual 

aAs 
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ads  of  piety,  gencrofity,  and  charity,  upon 
fuch  occafions,  till  (he  had  been  juft  to 
the  demands  of  ai  ppor  woman,  and  had 
heard  the  cries  of  a  family  too  long  kept 
out  of  their  money  -,  for,  **  how,'*  faid  I, 
*^  if  you  ibould  die,  and  leave  fuch  a  debt 
^*  undifcharged,  which  no  one  will  think 
*^  himiclf  obliged  to  pay,  after  the  dcceafc 
"  of  a  perfon  from  whom  they  have  no  ex- 
*'  peftations  ?**  She  affured  me  fhe  would 
never  die  in  any  one's  debt. — "  But  how 
*'  is  it  poflible  you  fhould  be  affured  of 
^  that,  who  arc  for  ever  in  debt  to  fo 
"  many  perfons,  and  have  fo  many  other 
*'  occafions  for  your  money  than  difchar- 
*'  ging  of  your  debts,  and  are  rcfolved  to 
V  havefo  many  as  long  as  you  live  ?"  Her 
anfwer  was  as  before  mentioned. 

[ADDED  AFTER  HER  DEATH.] 

And  the  event  juftified  her  conduft ;  if 
any  thing  could  juftify  a  conduft,  which 
reafon  and  revelation  muft  condemn. 


Such 
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Such  was  this  grand-daughter  of  Oliver, 
who  inherited  more  of  his  conftitution  of 
body,  and  completion  of  mind,  than  any 
other  of  his  defcend^nts  and  relations  with 
whom  I  have  happened  to  be  acqijaintcd. 
And  I  have  had  fome  acquaintance  with 
many  others. of  his  grand-children*,  and 
have  feen  hisrfon  Richard  *,  anjd  Richard's 
fon  Oliver  f,  who  had  fomething  indeed  of 
the  fpirit .  of  his  grandfather  y  but  all  his 
other  diftinguiibing  qualiBcations  feemed 
vaftly  infcrioB  to. the  [lady,  whofe  charadter 
I  have  ^fincerely  reprefented  as  it  has  long 
appeared  to 

t.  I     .  ^«  ^•. 

^  Richard   died  ,at  Gheihant  in  Hertfordfhire^ 
July  13,  171a,  aged  86. 

<  tvl{^.died,   miAi^nied,   fome.  yt^^.bcfoce  lu& 
£ith£r. 


Since  the  £t&  publication  of  this  work,  the  fal- 
lowing particolars  of  this  extraordinary  lady  have 
imn  joonmnnmtid  tt>  fftc  Editt>r  by  jm9ther  inge- 
:nious  friend.         .  ,.„  ,        .    . 

Vol,  II.  b  MRS. 
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.RS.  Bendylh  had  two  fons.  The  eldeft, 
Thomas,  an  expenfive,  loofe  liver,  married 
Catherine  Smith,  of  Colkirk,  near  Faken- 
ham,  in  Norfolk,  with  whom  (as  I  fuppofe) 
part  of  that  eftate  came  into  the  family. 
The  extravagances  of  this  Thomas  drove 
him  to  one  of  the  Weft  India  iflarids,  where 
there  was    a  family-eftate,   and  thtre  he 
died,  leaving  a  fon^  Ireton,  who  died  young; 
Henry,  her  fecondfon,  married  Mifs  Martha  ^ 
Shute,  a  fifterof  the  late  lord  Barrington. 
He  left  a  fdn,  Henry,  who  died' a  batchdor, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  at  the  Salt-pans 
near  Yarmouth.     He  had  a  place  fuppofed 
patent  under  the  lord-chancellor,  and  had 
a   houfe  ^t  Chingford  on  Epping-foreft. 
Mrs.  B.  had  alfo  two  daughter^  ;  one  mar- 
ried Mr.  Burners,  of  Hancrvei-fi^uaiie,  who 
left,   or  (if  living)  has,  two  fons,    ont  a 
clergyman.    The  other  married  Mr.  Ha- 
gar,  of  Wcafely,  in  Huntingdonftiire. . 

•     •  ....  n 

As  to  the  old  lad^  hel^lf,  (he  was  a 
very  extraordinary  charafter,  and  there  was 

fomecbing 
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fdmethinjg  in  ker  pcrfon,  when  fhe  was 
drefled  and  in  coni^any,  that  could  not 
iail  to  attra6t  at  once  both  the  notice 
aiid  rc^edt  of  any  ftrangcrs  that  entered 
the  room  where  Ihc  was,  though  the  com- 
pany were  ever  fo  numerous,  and  though 
many  of  them  might  be  more  fplendid  in 
their  appearance.  Splendid  indeed  ihe  never 
waS)  her  higheft  drefs  being  a  plain  filk> 
but  it  was  ufually  of  the  richcft  fort, 
though,  as  far  as  I  remember,  of  what  is 
called  a  quaker's  colour*,  and  flie  wore, 
befides,  a  kind  of  black  filk  hood,  or  fcarf, 
that  I  rarely,  if  ever,  obfcrvcd  to  be  worn 
by  other  ladies  pf  her  time.;  and  though 
hoops  were  in  falhion  long  before  her 
death,  nothing,  I  fuppofe,  would  have  in- 
duced her  to  wear  one.  I  can  fo  far  recoi- 
led her  countenance  as  to  confirm  what  is 
ohfctved  by  Mr.  Say  of  her  likenefs  to  the 
beft  pidures  of  Oliver.  And  fhe  no  lefs 
refcmbled  him  in  the  qualities  of  enter- 
prize,  refolution,  courage,  and  enthufiafm.- 
She  looked  upon  him  as  the  firfl:  and  grea- 
teft  of  mankind,  and  alfo  as  the  beft.  In 
talking  of  herfclf,  on  the  mention  of  any 
b  %  good 
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good  quality,  flic  would  always  fay,  ^  flie 
^^  learned  it  from  hifti,^  and  would  add^ 
that  *^  if  Ihe  had  any  thing  valuable  in  her, 
<^  (he  owed  it  all  to  her  grand-father/'  She 
mult  certainly  have  had  an  cng^ingand 
entertaining  turn  of  converfation,  or  (he 
could  not  have  fixed  the  attention  of  my- 
felf,  when  a  boy  of  twelve  or  fourteen, 
and  of  another  ftill  younger,  and  as  vola- 
tile, and  have  made  us  often  happy  in  lif- 
tening  to  her  difcoiuie,  whether  it  con* 
cerned  the  hiftory  of  herfelf  and  her  own 
times,  or  whether  it  confifted  of  advice  or 
inftrudion  to  us,  or  was  a  miicturc  of  both. 
It  is  impoflible  to  fay  what  figure  (he  might 
not  have  made  in  the  world,  had  &e  been 
placed  in  any  elevated  ftadon,  and  been 
honoured  with  the  confidence  of  a  prince 
or  a  miniiter,  and,  I  believe,  there  is  no 
ftation  to  which  her  fpirit  would  have  been 
Unequal*  In  the  circumftances  therefore 
in  which  (he  was  left,  with  an  income,  I 
think,  of  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  it  was  natural^  that,  as  far,  and  fome* 
titpes  beyond  what  her  fortune  would  ad- 
mit, (he  engaged  in  projects  and  bufinefa 

of 
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•f  different  kinds,  by  which,  I  have  bceo 
told,  Ihc  was  much  oftencr  a  lofer  than  a 
gainer.  One  into  which  Ihc  entered  was 
grazing  of  cattle;  her  going  to  fairs  to 
buy  them,  in  the  only  equip^e  I  remem- 
ber her  to  have  had,  a  one  horfe  chaife, 
afforded  cxercifc  at  once  for  her  courage 
and  enthufiafm:  travelling  in  the  night 
was  to  her  the  fame  as  in  the  day,  and  ia 
the  word  roads  and  weather  as  in  the  beft, 
nor  could  fhe  encounter  any  dangers  ia 
which,  it  would  be  too  little  to  fay,  flic 
was  not  perfeftly  fearlefs  ;  it  comes  nearer 
to  her  charadler  to  fay,  which  flie  would 
not  enjoy.  I  have  heard  her  fay,  that, 
when,  in  the  darkeft  night,  on  a  wild  open 
heath,  with  the  roads  of  which  flie  was  un- 
acquainted, jpie  has  had  to  encounter  the 
moft  dreadful  thunder-ftorm,  flie  has  then 
been  happy,  has  fung  this  or  that  pfalm, 
and  doubted  not  that  angels  furrounded 
her  chaife,  and  proteded  her.  She  was  as 
little  fearful  of  encountering  other  dangers. 
In  particular,  ftie  delivered  a  relation  from 
imprifonment  for  high-treafon  on  account 
of  the  Rye-houfe  plot,  by  a  bold  and  wcll- 

conccrted 
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concerted  ftratagctn,  though  perfeftly  fen- 
fible  of  the  vindiftive  fpirit  of  the  iKing  and 
Duke,  and  that  her  own  life  mud  have  paid 
the  price  of  his-efcape,  had  Ihc  been  difco- 
vered  and  detedted.  Happening  to  travel  in  a 
London  ftage  in  company  with  two  gentle, 
men  who  had  fwords  on,  (he  inforpied  theni 
of  her  defcent  from  Oliver,  and,  as  ufual^ 
began  to  extol  him,  with  all  that  rapture  to 
which  her  idolifmg  him  to  enthudafm  na- 
turally led  her ;  when  one  of  her  fellow- 
travellers  defccnded  fo  much  below  the 
man,  though  his  appearance  was  that  of  a 
gentleman,  as  to  treat  his  memory  with 
grofs  indignity  and  abufe :  (he  anfwered  it 
with  all  the  fpirit  that  was  inherent  in  her, 
till  the  coach  flopped,  and  they  got  out  •» 
on  which,  (he  inftantly  drew  the  other 
gentleman's  fword,  called  this  a  poltroon 
and  a  coward,  for  behaving  as  he  had  done 
to  a  woman,  and  now  challenged  him  to  (hew 
himfelf  a  man,  told  him  that  (he  was  prepa- 
red to  treat  him  as  he  might  expedt  from  his 
infolencc,  were  (he  a  man,  and  infifted,  if 
he  would  aft  like  fuch,  on  his  not  taking 
(helter  under  the  pretence  of  regard  to  her 
fcx.  In 
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In  a  violent  fever,  being  thought  pafl: 
rqcoyery  and  infenfibk  to  any  thing  that 
Alight  be  faid,  her  aunt,  lady  Fauconberg  ♦, 
and  other  companyt  being  in  the  room, 
^d  her  Udyfliip,  though,  Oliver's  daugh. 
t£ry  givii^  too  inuchway  to  things  £ud.in 
dilhonourof  his  menK>ry  by  fome  prdfent; 
to  the  aftoniihmenc  of  all,  (he  raiifed  herfelf 
up,  and  with  great  fpirit  faid,  ^^  if  fhe  did 
'Vnot  believe  her  grandmother  f  to  have 

^  Mary,  third  daughter  of  the  -protcGtor,  Whb  Was 
Aanied  with  greikt  felemnity  to  lord  vifconiit  Fau- 
conberg, Nov.  1 8,  16579  was  a  lady  of  great  beaoty; 
tad  of  a  very  high  fpirit,  and  after  her  brother 
Richard  was  depofed,  is  thought  to  have  promoted 
very  fuccefsfuUy  the  reiloration  of  king.  Charles. 
Her  huiband  was  !raifed,|o  the  Signify  of  an  earl  by 
king  WilliaiB,  and  died  in  1700.  His.  lady  furvived 
him  to  17129  and  diflinguilEed  herfelf  to  £er  death 
by  th^  qoicknefs  of  her  wit,  and  the  folidity  of  her 
judgment.  Le  Neve's  **  Monumenta  Aagltcaaa/'^ 
vol.  iv,  pp.  a,  250.  ^ 

f  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  James  Bourchier,  of 
EfleXy  knight,  a  woman  of  fpirit  and  parts.  '<  Life 
"  of  O.  Cromwell,  lord  proteSor/''  p.j. 

''  been 
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^  been  one  of  the  xno&virtuous  women  in 
^^  the, world,  ihelhould  conclude  her  lady^ 
"  fliip  to  be  a  bafl^rd,  wondering  how  it 
^*  could  be  polfible,  that  the  daughter  of 
?^'the  greateft  and  beft  man  that  ever  lived, 
^«  could  be  fo  degenerate,  as  not  only  to  fit 
•^  with  patience  to  hear  his  memory  fo  ilL 
*'  treated,  but  to.  feem  herfelf  to  afient  to 
**  it."  I  have  heard  her  often  fay  of  him, 
that,  '^  next  to  the  apoftles,  he  was  die  ftrfl: 
**  faint  in  heaven,  and  was  placed  next  to 
**  them."  On  cycnioga  that  fhe  has  fpcnt 
at  my  father's,  Aie  feemed  to  be  in  enthu^- 
aftic  raptures  when  religion. made  part  of 
the  fubjeft  of  converfation,  am)  feldom 
would  leave  the  room,  though  it  were 
twelve  at  night,  or  later,  'till  A  pfalm  had 
been  fung ;  ilhe  then  would  go  into  her 
chaife  in  high  joy  to  return  to  her  houfc, 
which  was .  a  confiderable  way  from  the 
town  in  which  my  father  lived. 

On  reperufing  Mr.  Say,  I  find  I  have 
faid  fomcthing  of  this  lady  very  fimilar  to 
what  is  faid  by  him  \  but  it  was  from  my 

own 
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own  original  idea  of   her,  and  not  from 
having  read  his  account. 

tlorwieh^  .         t  u^ 

Apnl  2$,  1773.     ^ 
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VSE  of  M0NO5TLLABLES  !tt  POETRY. 
By -GEO RGB  JEFFREYS,  Efqj 
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HAT  I  have  to  offer  on  this  fub- 
je£t  may  be  called  a  vindication  of  our  Ian- 
guage,  and  of  our  bed  poets,  who  have 
authorifed  the  ufe  of  nionofyllable  lines  by 
frequent  examples  of  them,  not  out  c£ 
choice,  but  because  they  could  not  avoid 
them,  between  the  multitude  of  Englifh 
monofyllables,  and  the  reftraint  of  rhyme 
and  meafure*  Pope,  in  his  Effay  on  Criti-^ 
dfmy  expofes  monofyllable  verfes,  that  are 
roug)i  \  but  thirre,  and  in  his  other  poems, 
he  is  free  enough  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  that 
Vot,  II.  c  arc 
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arc  fmooth  * ;  and  fo  are  Dry  den  f ,  Waller^ 
Prior,  &c.  Hammond  is  an  harmonious 
writer,  and  yet  the  very  (horteft  of  his 
Love  Elegies  (if  I  remember  right)  has 
three,  monofy  liable  lines, 

•  In  like  manner,  it  is  obfcrvcd,  by  a  very  judi- 
cious crxticy  that  **  iin<e  verfes  confiding  of  mono- 
fyllabksy  abound  in  Mr.  PopeV  works  ;"  feveral  of 
thefe  he  quotes,  and  adds,  **  Thefe  are  not  *  dull' 
**  linesy  nor  do  the  ten  wopd9  that  compofe  tfaem 
'<  creep;  when  lines  confifting  of  monofyllables, 
''therefore,  are  defedive  in  volubility,  forcCaOrhar- 
«  mony,  the  faulcis  not  in  the  want  of  long  words, 
*'  but  in  the  choice  and  management  of  ihort  one».'* 
And  a  little  farther  he  fays,  *f  If,  is  remarka^e  that 
*'  one  verfe,  [of  Pope's]  perhaps  the  moft  emphaticali 
*'  pathetic,  and  melodious  in  the  language, 

**  And  (he  laft  pang  (hall  tear  th^  from  his  heart, 

**  confifb  wholly  of  monofyllablcs,  which  are  ge- 
*'  nerally  fuppofed  to  enervate  our  language,  and  in 
<' particular  our  verfe." 

Monthly  Review,  vol,  ri,  pp.  407,  8. 

t  Thus,  how  agreeable  to  the  ear  are  the  follow- 
ing lines  of  Dryden's,  though  the  firft  of  them  con- 
Ms  entirely  of  monofyllables,  and  much  of  the  fe« 
cond, 

"She 
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*^  She  nurf  M  my  hopes,  and  taught  me  how  to  fae : 
**  She  is  my  faint ;  to  her  my  pray'rs  are  made : 
**  One  tear  of  hers  is  more  than  all  my  pain." 

Thcfe  three,  in  ,a  poem  of  thirty-fix  lines, 
exceed,  by  accident,  the  ufual  proportion 
of  fuch  lines,  which  are  not  above  two  of 
three  in  a  hundred  ^  and  as  for  lines  with 
but  one  word  of  more  fyllables  than  one, 
which  arc  likewife  blamed,  you  will  gene- 
rally meet  with  about  five  and  twenty  of 
them  in  every  hundred.  As  far,  therefore, 
as  the  conftant  praftice  of  our  moft  cele- 
brated poets  can  be  of  weight,  monofylla- 
bleverfes  arejuftified;  and,  to  prove  that 
they  deferve  to  be  fo,  inftead  of  being  only 
excufed,  as  flips  and  defefts  incident  to  the 
bed  writers,  I  .fliall  admit  what  a  certain 
author  fays,  that  "  vcrfes  ought  to  run 
"  like  Ovid*s,  or  walk  like  Virgil's,  and 

"  The  firft  to  lead  the  way,  to  tempt  the  flood, 
"  Topafs  the  bridge  [unknown,]  nor  fear  the  trem- 
"  bling  wood !" 

Say's  efTay  on  numbers,  p.  115* 

c  2  "  not 


il 
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*'  not  to  ftand  ftock  ftill  like  do<Stor  Don- 
*'  ne*s ;"  if  therefore  monofy liable  lines, 
under  proper  roan^ment,  can  both  *' walk" 
and  "  run,"  when  occafion  requires  them 
fo  to  do,  nothing  better  can  be  expeded 
from  polyfyllables,  by  thofc  who  are  fondeft 
of  them :  and  this  will  always  be  the  cafe, 
when  *'  well-vowelled  words"  (as  Dryden 
calls  them)  are  chofen,  and  where  there  is 
a  convenient  mixture  of  liquids  and  (hort 
fyllabks,  though  long*  ones  will,  now  and 
then,,  ferve.  the  turn,  if  they  open  upon 
one  another  more  or  Icfs,  by  beginning  or 
ending  with  vowels ;  for  which  reafon  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  line. 

How  tbey  are  lodged,  and  on  what  food  they  live  *, 


*  In  a  tranflation,  by  this  writer,  of  book  xiii  of 
Vanicre's  «  Fradium  Rufticum**  (on  doves)  ftyled 
by  Dr.  Warton  "  a  long  and  languid  produffion,'* 
and  if  fo,  (as  Mr.  Jeffreys  elfewhere  obferves) 
**  Vexot  ctnfurm  €oIamBms*  mtift  be  die  doom  of  hit 
«'  poor  dove^y  notwithHanding  the  pathetic  metamor- 
**  phofi^  with  which  the  book  concludai." 


may 


inay  be  allowed  to  "  walk,"  though  com- 
foled  of  long  monofyllablcs;  and  this  other. 

One  is  the  love  in  all,  and  one  the  will, 

to  "  run,^  by  the  help  of  its  fhort  fylla- 
bles :  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  firft  line 
in  Drydcn*s  tranflation  of  the  "  ^neid,** 

**  Anns,  and  die  mati  I  fing,  who  forc'd  by  fate,*^ 

where,  of  ten  fyllablcs,  five  arc  fhort^  and 
more  Ihort  ones  would  be  too  many*;  the 
firft  foot  16  indeed  a  fpondee,  but  the  fecond 
is  a  pyrrich,  and  the  three  laft  are  iambics  \ 


*  It  may  be  proved  by  innumerable  examples/ that 
fyllablea  may  be  ranged  To  as  to  foUowr,  in  pronun- 
ciation,  with  the  fame  force  and  rapidity^  though 
each  is  a  word,  as  they  would  if  a  word  included 
many.  In  the  firft  verfe  of  Dryden*s  tranflation  of 
Virgil,  the  three  monofyllablcs,  "  and  the  man,% 
follow  as  rapidly  as  if  they  were  compounded  in  a 
word  of  three  fyllables :  in  the  four  laft  there  is  re- 
markable  (Irength  and  harmony. 

'«  Moatlily  Review,  as  above/* 

this 


this  verfe  therefore  muft  ncccffarily  "  run/*' 
whereas  the  fccond  line  of  Milton's  Para^ 
dife  Lofi, 

**  Of  that  forbidden  taftc,  whofc  mortal  tafte/' 

muft  "walk/*  though  it  has- one  diffylla- 
bk,  and  one  trifly liable  -,  nor  c  an  ir  be 
otherwife,  as  it  confifts  of  long  fyllables, 
viz.  five  fpondees,  and  the  communiCiition 
between  the  words  is  pretty  much  cut  off 
by  their  generally  beginning  and  ending 
with  confonants.  The  author  of  Cooper'^ 
Hilly  fpeaking  to  the  Thames,  fays, 

*^  O  coald  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  flream,  &c.'' 

He  has  his  wi(h,  and  flows  like  the  Thames, 
in  monofyllables  * :  and,  without  doubt, 
the  prejudice  againft  them  is  grounded  upon 
the  praftice  of  our  antiquated  poets,  who> 
having  little  help  from  .the  Latin,  dealt 
frequently  in  Teutonic  monofyllables,  and 

*  See  Mr.  Hughes's  Minutes  for  an  Eflay  on  Har- 
Aonyy  &c.  in  the  appendix  to  vol.  iii. 

thofe 
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thoie  generally  rough  ^  and  hence  arale  the 
confequence  ab  abufu  ad  non  ufum^  from 
rough,  monofyllablcs,  to  monofyllables  as 
luch,  though  ever  fo  fmooth,  and  from  tK^ 
many  which  occur  in  our  old  Englilh,  t^ 
the  very  few  that  are  required  in  the  courfe 
of  our  modern  verfiftcation,  upon  any  fub- 
jcft  whatfoevcr :  but,  were  they  many  more, 
and  not  ofFenfive  to  the  ear,  it  is  hard  to 
fay,  why  they  fhould  be  cenftired.  Of  the 
four  following  lines,  in  Cooper's  Hill^ 

"  Like  him  in  birth,  thou  fhould^ft  be  like  in  fame^ 
**  As  thine  his  fate,  if  mine  had  been  his  fiame; 
«•  But  vvjipfoe'er  he  was,  nature  dcfign'd 
'^  Firft  a  brave  place,  and  then  as  brave  a  mind»'* 

three  are  monofyllables,  and  more  fmooth 
than  the  other  j  though  indeed  each  of 
them  takes  up  more  room  upon  paper,  if 
that  be  an  objedion :  and  now  we  are  upon 
Coopefs  Hillj  we  (hall  find  that  it  has  many 
more  monofyllable  lines,  in  proportion  to 
its  length,  than  any  other  good  poem  in  our 
language  ^  but  if,  notwithftanding  its  cha- 
waer,'its  authority  fhould  be  thought  not 

fuffi*  ' 


fuffkicntly  modern,  tekc  the  foHowmg  cou- 
pkt  from  the  Hind  and  Panther^ 

^f  Good  life  be  now  my  talk ;  my  doobts  are  done^  ' 
^<  What  mocecoi^ld  fright  my  faith,  dian  three  In  ome^* 

And  if  thefe  two  monofylhblc  lines,  fuc- 
ceeding  each  other,  give  you  more  difgiift 
than  any  one  of  them  would  have  (done, 
they  fhair  be  turned  into  diflyllablfesf,  with 
^  a  proper  mixture  of  triflyllables  and  mono- 
fyllablcs,  merely  for  the  fake  of  variety, 
vyz. 

Goodlife  benowmy  tafk ;  my  doubts  aredone ; 
Whatmore  could  frightmyfaith,  than  threeinoite  *^ 

*  In  the  **  Rape  of  the  Lock/'  it  is  {aid  of  the 
Sylphsy 
Some  to  the  fan  their  infeft  wings  unfold. 
Waft  on  the  breeze,  or  £nk  in  clouds  of  gold. 

In  the  laft  verfe  the  monofyllabies  ^  waft,*  *  on,'  are 
in  every  refpeft,  except  the  fenfe,  equivalent  to  the 
diflyllable  *  wanting  ;'  *  the  breeze'  to  *  difpleafe', 
« fink  in'  to  *  finking,'  and  *  of  gpid'  to  *  eoroir. 

Mottthly  Review. 

Here 
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Utte  yoiir  objedtion  is  entirely  removed. 
you  wanted  p5lofyllables,   and  you  have 
them  -,  fo  that  if  the  lines  are  not  rough 
in  all  fliapcs  (which  would  be  another  quef- 
tion)  you  are  bound,  upon  your  own  prin- 
ciple, to  be  pleafed  with  them.     And  yet, 
pray,  why  fo  ?  (as  doftor  Trapp  would  have 
faid)  the  fyllables,   in  this  new  form,  ar^ 
the  very  fame  they  were  before,  and  follow 
one  another  in  the  fame  order ;  fo  that  of 
ncceffity  they  muft  have  the  fame  cffc6t 
upon  the  ear,  which  they  had  when  they 
were    all    monofyllablcs.     Suppofc   a  fo- 
reigner, acquainted  with  the  meafure  of  our 
poetry,  but  a  ftrangcr  to  our  language-, 
ihew  him  the  two  foregoing  lines,  divided 
into  their  five  feet,  and  alk  him  his  opi- 
nion of  their  .harmony,  he  will   have   np 
way  to  anfwer  but  by  confulting  his  ear, 
without  enquiring  how  many  fyllables  they 
contain,  or  whether  there  are  as  many  words 
as  fyllables.     Again :    take  the  fmootheft 
line,  confifting  of  polyfyllablcs,  that  you 
can  find,  and   it  will  continue  fmooth,  if 
you  divide  it  into   monofyllablcs  5  and  a 
rough  line  of  monofyllablcs  will  be  equally 
'  Vol.  II.  d  _  rough. 
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rough,  when  you  have  turned  them  into 
^lyfyllables.  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on 
this  argument,  as^  I  think,  it  places  the 
quefti^n  in  that  point  of  light .  which  a- 
mounts  to  a  denKMiftration ;  .arid  proves 
that  the  objcdion  againft' m6nofyllable  lines 
is  imaginary,  as  it  is  grounded  on  a  diftinc^ 
tion  without  a  diflference.  The  moft  gal- 
loping of  all  meafures  is  an  hexameter  of 
dadyls,   - 

Pu!*veruhHta\  putrem\/omtu\juatft\tingula\camftm. 

And  you  may  compofe  fuch  another,  when 
you  pleafe,  of  Englifh  monofyllables,  viz. 

While  on   ajplain  we  tripjlt,  hf  a[grove,  or  aj 
ftrcaxn,  or  ajgreen  hUl. 

Something  h'ke  this  occurs  in  the  mcafurc 
of  fome  of  our  ballads,  when  they  gallop 
away  in  monofyllables, 


When 
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When  youag  at  the  bar,  you  firft  taught  me  to  fcore. 
And  bade  me  be  free  of  my  lips,  and  no  more. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  fecms  clear,  from 
what  has  been  laid  down,  that  monofylla- 
bles,  or  polyfyllablcs,  arc  not  the  queftion, 
but  harmony,  or  diffonance;  no  modem 
verfificator  can  have  occafion  for  monofyl- 
lablc  lines,  except  it  be  now  and  then; 
and  when  he  has  occafion,  it  will  be  no 
hard  matter  for  him  to  fecure  their  har- 
mony  by  the  quantity,  the  found,  and  the 
fituation  of  his  fyllablesj  after  which,  he 
will  be  in  a  fair  way  of  carrying  his  point, 
by  appealing  from  the  reader's  eye  to  his 
car. 


G.  J. 


4  2  •  Farther 


^ 
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*  Farther  particulars  of  Mrs.  Bendyfli  and  her  family. 
Rev.  Dr.  Brooke  to  the  Editor. 
DEAR  SIR,  Norwich,  May  6, 1773. 


G, 


IVE  mc  leave  to  add  to  the  account 
which  I  lately  tranfmitted  to  yc^  (p-x^ 
another  circumftance  or  two  relating  to 
Mrs.  Bendyfh.  I  have  frequently  heard 
from  herfeLf,  and  had  it  cpnBrcned  by  my 
father  and  others  from  good  authority,  that 
flic  was  in  the  fccret  of  the  Revolution  5 
that  flie  would  go  into  flK)ps  at  different 
parts  of  the  town,  under  a  pretence  of 
cheapening  filks,  and  other  goods,  and,  in 
going  out  to  her  coach,  would  take  the 
opportunity  to  drop  bundles  of  papers  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  that 
happy  event.  I  have  alfo  heard,  that  Ihe 
was  privy  to  the  Rye-houfe  plot,  when  it 
was  hatching,  and,  you  know,  it  never 
came  to  more;  and  ftie  might  fafely  be 
trufted  with  any  fccref,   were  it  ever  fo 

impor- 


important.  This  art  of  fecret-keepjing^  I 
have  heard  her  fty,  flae  learned  from  her 
grandfather-,  fqr  that  when  (he  was  gnly 
fix  years  of  age,  Oic  has  fat  between  htt 
knees  ;9vhe^  h^  has  held  a  cabinet  council^ 
and  on  yery  important  affairs,  and  on 
fome  of  them  objcdling  <o  her  being 
there,  he  has  faid,  "  there  was  no  fecret 
**  he  would  trufl:  with  any  of  them  that  he 
*'  would  not  trujQ:  with  that  infant/*  and 
to  prove  that  he  was  not  miftaken,  he  has 
told  her  foniething  as  in  confidence,  and 
under  die  charge  of  fecrecy,  and  then 
urged  her  mother  and  grandmother  to  ex- 
tort it  from  her  by  promifes,  carefies,  and 
bribes,  and,  thefe  failing,  by  threatenings 
and  fevcre  whipping;  but  flie  held  fteady 
againft  ail  with  amazing  di(pafflonate  firm- 
nefs,  expreiTing  her  duty  to  her  itiother^ 
but  her  greater  duty  to  keep  her  promife 
of  fecrecy  to  her  grandfather,  and  the  con- 
fidence he  had  repofed  in  her.  I  have  heard 
both  my  father,  and  Mr.  S^,  and  others 
mention  this,  and  I  know  they  hid  no 
doubt  erf  the  truth  of  it.  !  recolle€b  «oo, 
that  archbiihop  Tillotfon  had  introduced 
her  to  queen  Mary,  in  order^tkat  a  penfion 

for 
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for  liie  might  be  fettled  upon  her  to  fup- 
port  her  infbme  degree  of  dignity,  fuitable 
to  that  Ihe  had  known  in  the  beginning  of 
her  days ;  but  the  death  of  that  excellent 
prelate  following  foon  after,  and  the  queen^s 
the  month  fucceeding  to  it,  all  this  hope 
was  defeated. 

I  have  omitted  in  my  account  of  Mrs. 
Bendyfh's  pofterity  a  daughter,  who  died 
in  old  age  a  maiden:  but  a  letter, 
itrhich  I  expe£i;  in  a  few  days  from 
;iny  friend,  Mr.  Lufon,  who  is  one  of  the 
beft  and  mofl:  amiable  men  I  know,  will, 
I  hope,  enable  you  to  place  in  your  cok 
le£Uon,  and  tranfmit  to  pofterity,  a  com. 
pletc  charader  of  this  very  extraordinary 
woman,  who  wanted  only  to  have  aftcd  in 
a  fuperior  fphere  to  be  ranked  by  hifto- 
rians  amongft  the  molt  admired  heroines. 
Had  ihe  been  in  the  fituation  of  a  Zeno* 
bia,  ihe  would  have  fupported  her  empire^ 
and  defended  her  capital,  with  equal  ikiU 
and  refolution,  but  fhe  would  never  have 
lived  to  decorate  the  triumph  of  Aurelian, 
or  have  given  up  a  fecretary,  of  the  fidelity 
and  abilitiet^Qf  Longinus,  to  fave  herfelf. 

If 
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If  fhe  had  been  in  the  fituation  of  our  Eli- 
zabeth, (he  would,  without  f€rup}e,  have 
taken  off  the  heads  of  ten  Maries,  who, 
by  furviving  her,  might  have  overturned 
that  happy  eftablifhrment  which  fhe  had 
formed,  and  would  as  glorioufly  have  dc. 
fended  her  kingdoms  againft  a  SpaniJh  ar- 
mada, or  any  hoftile  force  whatfoever,  and 
have  rather  inwardly  triumphed,  than  been 
intimidated,  at  the  report  of  the  moft  for- 
midable preparations  againft  her. 

.  I  fhall  be  very  happy  in  contributing  any 
thing  to  your  very  entertaining  and  ufeful 
publication,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  fincereft  efteem,  &-c. 

J-  BROOKE. 

P.  S,  Mr.  Lufon  is  the  perfon  I  men- 
tioned (p.  xii)  between  whom,  when  we 
were  youths  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen^ 
the  eldeft  of  us,  the  old  lady  would  feat 
herfclf  at  his  father's  Jioufe,  and  highly; 
entertain  us  with  her  converfation.  You 
may  aflure  yourfelf,  that  his  account  will 
be  very  waft. 

Mn 
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Mr.  LusoN  to  the  Rev.  Dn  Brooke^ 


REV.  aiR,  Loweftoff,  May  ii,  1773- 


I 


HAVE  read  many  of  the  letters  in 
Mr.  Duncombe's  coUedtion  with  great  pflea- 
fure.  Publications  of  this  fort  are  not 
barely  amufing  ^  they  are  hi^ly  inftru£live 
and  important,  as  they  open  to  public  view 
the  great  diverfity  of  fecial  and  literary 
charaders^  and  thus  make  fome  advance 
in  that  moft  curious  and  inteffefting  of  all 
refearches,  the  hiftory  of  man.  In  the 
fine  letters  of  that  truly  noble  lady,  the 
latse  dutchels'of  Somcrfct  *,  we  fee  great- 
ncis  finking  under  grief  ^  and  are  thus  led 
to  rcjfl[e6t  on  that  common  portion  of  hu- 
manity, which  levels  all  rank,  and  leaves 
the  noble  and  the  plebeian  alike  acceflible 
to  momentary  enjoyment  and  lafting  fuffe- 
ranee  in  the  endlefs  viciffitudes  of  human 
life.     But  I  forbear  to  moralife. 

*  Letters  cxxx  and  clil. 

You 
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You  requeft  my  information^  for  the  fa- 
tiifa&ion  of  Mr,  Doncombe,  as  to  the 
time  of  Mrs.  Bcndyftfs  death?:  What  fi- 
jnily  (he  ever  had?  What  part  furvived 
.her?  Whcthar  any  of  her  pofterity  be  now 
Jiving?  And  wifb,  befides,  fprrwy  rcn'iar- 
Jcarible  particjilars  rctlating  to  her?  With 
refpcd  to  the  laft  of  thefc  demand^i .  I  can 
only  give  you  a  few  particulars,  fuch  as  I 
earn  recoiled  i  but  to  all  your  other  enqui- 
ries I  (hall  give  you  full  fatisfadion. 

I  find.  Sir,  that  Mr.  Say's  charafter  of 
Mrs*  Bendylh  has  much  engaged  the  pub- 
Jic  notice.  The  firft  fight  I  had  of"  thi« 
charafter,  was  about  twelve  years  ago,  when 
it  was  put  into,  my  hand  at  Ijondon,  by  a 
lady  who  aiked  my  opinion  of  it,  bccaufe 
ihc  kaew  I  was  well  acquainted  with  Yar^ 
inouth  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  copy 
which  was  (hewn  to  me,- was  taken,  as  I 
Avas  informed,  from  a  manufcript  in  the 
library  of  die  late  Sir  Richard  Ellys, 

In  a  note  to  Mr.  Say's  charafter  in  Mr. 

Buncombe's  colkftion,  an  account  is  faid 

Vol.  II.  e  lo 
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to  be  given  of  the  pofterity  of  the  Protec- 
teftor  Cromwell  in  the  male  line. — By  this 
account/the  late  Mri  Crdmwell,  of  Kirby- 
ftreet,  my  near  relation,  and  a  moft  bene- 
volent, humble,  honed  man,  is  made  to 
be  the  fon  of  his  father's  firft  coufin  ♦; 
and  this  account  is  in  other  refpedts  im- 
pcrfeft. 

The  Protedlor  had  feveral  daughters,'  and 
the  pofterity  of  thefe  come  not  within  my 
ability  to  trace  \  but  of  his  defendants  in 
the  male  line,  down  to  the  prefent  time,  I 
ihall  give  an  exaft  and  circumftantial  ac- 
count  in  this  letter. 

Cromwell  was  fo  great  in  his  courage,  m 
his  parts,  in  his  hypocrify,  in  his  politics, 
and  in  his  fortune,  and  thefe  conjoined 
produced  effeds  in  his  own  days  fo  afto- 
niihii^g,  and  even  down  to  our  time  fo 
interefting,  that  the  public  curiofity  is  na- 
turally excited  to  trace  the  fate  of  his 
family  from  his  time  to  our  own.    He  fuc- 

*  This  note  is  omitted  in  the  preibut  edition. 

ceeded 
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ceeded  in  giving  a  mortal  wound  to  mo- 
narchical tyranny;  it  waswounde^,  but  it 
did  not  expires  it  languifhed  indeed,  yet 
ftill  it  lived  through  the  two  fucceeding 
reigns;  'till  at  length,  exhaufted  by  the 
waftmg  wound  of  the  republican  hero,  it 
finally  gave  up  it$  horrid  ghoft,  with  the 
abdication  of  James.     ^ 

This,  and  no  more,  was  the  merit  of 
Cromwell.  Nothing  could  be  more  remote 
from  national  freedom,  than  the  politics 
and  goverAment  of  the  ufurper,  unlefs  it 
were  the  principles  and  manners  of  the 
times ;  thefe  were  too  warlike,  too  vindic- 
tive, and  too  illiberal,  to  receive  a  confti-. 
tutional  eftabliftimcnt  of  public  liberty. 
Cromwell  conquered  tyranny,  but  he  did 
not  eftablifh  freedom, 

Mr*  Say's  charafter  of  Mrs.  Bendylh  is 
perfcdiy  juft ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  well 
drawn,  and  exhibits  a  (hiking  likenefs, 
Mr.  Say,  with  whom  I  was  perfeftly  well 
acquainted,  was  a  moft  ingenious,  modcft, 
worthy  man.  He  fought  his  happinefs, 
and  he  found  it,,  m  domeftic  peace  and  con- 
c  2  tcmplative 
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tcmplativc  rcrircmcat.  His  Wife  wte  one 
of  the  bcft  ctf  women,  He  married  her 
out  of  the  family  of  Mr,  Carwr,  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  Yarmouth,  to  whom  Mrs.  Say 
was  nearly  related  *•  This  Mr*  Carter  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  gen^raj  Ireton,  and 
the  fitter  of  Mrs.  Bcudyfli ;  fo  that  Mr. 
Say,  being  thils  connefted  with  the  family, 
had  every  poflible  advantage  for  an  accu- 
rate examination  of  Mrs.  Bendyfli's  cha- 
radter.  This  fon-in-law  of  Iretpn  died  at 
a  very  advanced  age,  about  the  year  1723. 
I  well  remember  his  perfoo,  but  bis  wife 
died  long  before  my  time.  There  was  no 
iiTue  from  thiis  marriage.  When  I  was  a 
boy,  they  ufed  to  ihew  a  large  chamber  JA 
the  houfeof  Mr.  Carter,  (which  had  alfo 
been  the  boufe  of  his  father)  in  whkh^  as 
the  tradition  went,  the  infamous  murder  of 
Charles  the  firft  on  the  fcafFold  was  finally 
dttermined.  A  meeting  of  tlie  principal 
o$cers  of  the  ar:r.y  was^  held  in  this  cham- 
ber.  They  chofc  tO;  be  above  ftairs  for  thq 
privacy  of  their  conference*     They  ftriftly 

^  She  died  io  if^'S*  ^l^it^  >  y^^r  after  he? 
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commanded  that  no  perfon  fhould  come 
near  the  room,  except  a  man  appointed  by 
thcmfelves  to  attend.  Their  dinner,  which 
was  ordered  at  four,  was  put  off  from  time 
to  time,  'till  paft  eleven  at  night.  They 
then  came'  down,  took  a  very  Ihort  repaft, 
and  immediately  all  of  them  fet  off  poll, 
many  for  London,  and  fome  for  the  qyar- 
tcrs  of  the  army.  This  ftory.  Sir,  I  girt 
you,  from  the  very  doubtful  authority  of  tra- 
dition, for  it  has  no  better  foundation. 

I  was  young,  not  more  than  fixteen, 
when  Mrs.  Bendyfh  died,  in  1727,  or  17285 
yet  (he  came  fo  often  to  my  father's  houfe, 
that  I  remember  her  perfon,  her  drefs,  her 
manner,  and  her  converfation,  (which  were 
all  ftrikingly  peculiar,)  with  great  precis 
fion  ;  and  I  have  heard  much  more  of  her 
than  I  have  feen.  She  certainly  was  both 
without  and  within^  in  her  perfon  ahd  in 
her  fpirit,  exactly  like  her  grahdffrther  the 
Proteftor.  Her  features,  the  turn  of  her 
face,  and  the  expreflion  of  her  counte* 
nance,  all  agreed  very  exaftly  to  the  ex^ 
cellcnt  pictures  which  J  have  often  feen 

of 
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of  the  Protector,  in  the  Cromwell  family; 
and  whoever  looks  on  the  print,  prefixed 
to  the  oftavo  life  of  Cromwell,  faki  to 
be  publiihed  by  the  late  bifhop  Gibfon, 
about  the  year  1725,  which  exactly  agrees 
with  thcfc  pidures,  will  have  a  clear  idea  of 
Mrs,  Bendyfh*s  perfon,  if  their  imagina- 
tions can  add  a  female  drcfs,  a  few  years 
in  agp,  and  a  very  little  foftening  of  the 
features,  I  refer  to  that  prints  becaufe  the 
fine  engraving  of  Cromwell  in  the  Hou- 
brakcn  coUedion  bears  very  little  refem- 
blance  to  the  pidturcs  in  the  Cromwell 
family,  and  no  refemblance  at  all  to  Mr&. 
Bendyfh. 

Mrs,  B.  had  as  much  of  Cromwell's 
courage  as  a  female  conftitution  could  re- 
ceive; which  was  often  expreflcd  with 
more  ardour,  than  the  rules  of  female  de- 
corum could  excufe.  That  enthufiafm,  in 
wluch  Cromwell  was  generally  but  an 
aftor^  in  her  was  finccr^  and  original.  She 
had  not  merely  the  courage  to  face  danger^ 
but  fhe.had.alfo  that  perfeft  undifturbed 
p<)ffeffion  of  her  fecultics,  which  left  her 

free 
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free  to  contrive  the  beft  means  to  repel  or 
to  avoid  it. 

Mrs,  Bendy^  lived  through  what  the 
diffcnters  but  too  juftly  called  ^  thfc  trou- 
*'  bkfdme  times,"  by  which  they  meant  the 
times  when  the  penal  laws  againft  conivviv- 
ticles  were  ftrained  to  their  utmoft  rigour, 
Th^  preaching  of  this  feft  was  then  held 
in  the  clofeft  concealment,  while  the  prea- 
chers went  in  momentary' danger  of  being 
dragged  out  by  fpies  and  informers  t^ 
heavy  fines  and  fcverc  imprifonmcnts. — 
With  thefe  fpies  and  informers  flie  main- 
tained "a  perpetual  war.  This  kind  of 
buftle  was  in  all  ceipefts.in  the  true  tafte 
of  her  fpirit.  I  have  heard'many  ftories  of 
her  dealings  with  thefe  ungr^dous  poqjte. 
Sometimes  fhe  circumventec^  and  outwitted 
them,  and  fometimes  (he  bullied  them; 
and  the  event  generally  was,  that  fhe  got 
the  poor  parfoo  out  of  their  clutches. 

Upon  thefe  occafions,  and  upon  all  others 
when  they  could  exprcfs  their  attachment  to 
her,. Mrs.  B.  wa?  fure  of  the  common  peo- 

pie. 
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pic.  She  was,  u  flic  dcfcrvcd  to  be,  very 
dear  to  them.  When  flie  had  money,  flic 
gave  it  freely  to  fuch  as  wanted,  and  when 
ihc  had  none,  which  was  pretty  often  the 
^afc,  they  were  fure  of  receiving  civility 
and  commiieration.  She  was  not  barely 
charitable,  flic  praftifed  an  exalted  hirnia- 
nky.  If,  in  the  mcanefl:  fick  room,  flic 
found  the  fuf&rer  infufliciently  or  impro- 
perly attended,  flic  turned  attendant  her- 
ielf ;  and  would  (it  hours  in  the  pooreft 
chamber  to  adminilber  relief,  or  confola- 
tion,  to  the  afBidtcd.  In  this  noble  cm* 
pbyment  flie  paiTed  much  of  her  time. 

As  Mrs.  Bendyfli  was  thus  beloved  by 
the  poor,  to  whom  flie  was  beneficent,  flic 
was  refpeacd  by  the  richer  fort,  of  all  par- 
ties, to  whom,  when  flic  kept  clear  of  her 
enthufiafl:ic  freaks,  flic  was  highly  enter- 
taining. She  had  ftrong  and  mafculinc 
fenfe,  a  free  and  ipirited  elocution,  much 
knowledge  of  the  world,  great  dignity  in 
her  manner,  and  a  mofl:  engaging  addrefs. 
The  place  of  her  refidence  was  called  the 
!'  Salt-pans,"   while    the  falt-works  were 

carried 
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carried  on  there,  but  the  proper  name  is 
"  South-town,"  (i,  e.)  South  of  Yarmouth, 
In  this  place,  which  is  quite  open  to  the 
high  road,  I  have  very  often  fcen  her,  in 
the  morning,  dumping  about,  with  an  old 
ftraw  hat  on  her  head,  her  hair  about  her 
ears,  without  ftays,  and,  when  it  was  cold, 
an  old  blanket  about  her  ihoulders,  and  a 
ftafF  in  her  hand :  in  a  word,  exaftly  accou- 
tred to  mount  the  ftage  as  a  witch,  in  Mac- 
beth ;  yet  if,  at  fuch  a  time,  fhe  was  accof- 
ted  by  any  perfon  of  rank  or  breeding,  that ' 
dignity  of  her  manner,  and  politenefs  of 
her  ftyle,  which  nothing  could  efface,  would 
inftandy  break  through  the  veil  of  debafe- 
ment,  which  concealed  her  native  grandeur, 
and  a  ftrangcr  to  her  cuftoms  might  become 
aftonifhed  to  find  himfelf  addrefTed  by  a 
princefs,  while  he  was  looking  on  a  mum- 
per. 

Mrs,  B.  refcmblcd  the  Proteclor  in  no- 
thing more  than  in  that  reftlefs,  unabated 
aftivity  of  fpirit,  which,  by  the  coinci- 
dence of  a  thoufand  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  conduded  him  to  the  fummit  of 
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power  and  ctf  fame,  and  entangled  ber^ 
generally  unfavoured  by  fucccfs,  in  a  thou- 
fand  cmbarraflments  and  dilgraccs.  Yet 
(he  never  fainted,  or  was  wearied ; 

<'  One  pfCTfpea  loft,  another  ffill  ihe  gainM»'' 

and  the  enthufialtn  of  her  faith  kept  pace 
with,  or,  to  fpeak  more  truly,  far  out- ran 
the  aftivity  of  her  mind. 

Perhaps  warm  enthirfiafm  of  all  kinds, 
and  in  all  tempers,  by  attaching  the  atten- 
tion folely  to  the  attainment  and  fruition 
of  its  objeft,  cither  totally  ovcrloolcs  or 
lightly  cftimates  e^^ery  objedion>  however 
invincible,  and  every  obftacle,  however  in- 
furmountable,  which  may  arife  in  the  necef- 
fary  path  of  its  progrefs.  Thus  it  was  with 
her,  and  the  habit  of  her  mind,  and  her 
temper,  concurred  to  render  her  inflexibly 
obftinate,  and  incurably  deaf,  to  every 
fuggeftion  of  rcafon  in  oppofition  to  her 
relblves. 


Mrs. 
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^  Mrs.  B*  had^  however,  one  conftaat, 
never-failing  refource  againft  the  vexation 
of  difappointmcnts.  For  as  Ihe  deter- 
mined, at  all  events,  to  '*  ferve  the  Lord 
**  with  gladnefs,'*  her  way  was  to  rejoice 
at  every  thing  a$  it  arrived. .  If  (he  fuc- 
ceeded,  ihe  was  thankful  for  that ;  and  if 
Ihc  fufFered  adverfity,  which  was  generally 
her  lot,  fhe  was  valUy  more  thankful  for 
that;  and  (he  fo  managed,  that  her  fpiri- 
tual  joy  always  increafcd  with  her  outward 
fufferings,  Happy  delirium  of  pious  en- 
thufiafm ! 

Mrs.  B's  religion  was  in  the  higheft 
ilrain  of  Calviniftic  enthufiafm,  and  Dr. 
Owen,  in  his  writings,  was  her  fpiritual 
guide.,  She  no  more  doubted  the  validity 
of  her  eleftion  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven* 
tiian  'Squire  Wilkes  doubts  the  validity  of 
his  for  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  But 
Mrs.  B*s  enthufiafm  never  carried  her  to 
greater  lengths  of  extravagance  than  in  the 
juftifications  of  her  grandfather,  of  whofe 
memory  Ihe  was  paffionately  fond.  It,  how- 
ever, unfortunately  happened,  that  her 
f  2  fancy 
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fancy  led  her  to  defend  him  cxafkly  in  th^ 
part  of  his  charader,  in  which  he  was  leaft 
defenfiblc.  She  valued  him,  no  doubt, 
very  highly  as  a  general  and  a  politician ; 
but  Ihe  had  got  it  firmly  fixed  in  her  head, 
that  this  kind  of  fame  was  vain  and  worth- 
Icfs,  when  compared  with  the  gracious 
glory  of  Oliver's  faintfhip. 

'"  A  chofen  yeffel"  he  was,  "  a  regene- 
"  rated   child  of  God," — *'  diyinely  inlpi- 
**  red,"  and  much  more  jargon  of  this  fort 
ihe  was  perpetually  attempting  to  tranflate 
from  her  own  imagination  into  her  audi- 
tors.    Now  it  could  not  but  happen,  that 
for  five  hundred  who  might  be  prevailed 
with  to  receive  Oliver  as  a  great  general, 
not  five  could  be  found  who  would  admit 
him   as   a  great   faint,   and   this  conftant 
kicking  againft  Oliver's  faintfhip  wrought 
the  good  lady  fore  travail.     On  fuch  occa- 
fions  her  friends  gave  way  to  her  whims, 
or  laughed  them  off;  but  when  her  faith 
in   Oliver  v^as  gravely  conceded  by  ftran- 
gers,  great  and  fearful  was  her  wrath. 

Mrs- 
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Mrs.  B,  gravely  infifcd,  in  a  convcrfa- 
tion  with  her  friends,  that  Oliver  was  'on^ 
day  feeking  the  Lord  with  fuch  ardour  of 
devotion,  and  ftriving  for  a  gracious  an- 
fwer  with  fuch  vehemence  of  fpirit,-that 
the  tears  were  forced  from  him  in  fuch 
abundance  as  to  run  under  the  clofet-door 
into  the  next  room.  This,  to  be  fure,  was 
fniycling  to  fome  purpofe,  A  gentleman, 
to  whom  this  information  was  particularly 
addrefled,  obferved  in  reply,  "  That  it  was 
**  difiicult  to  fay  precifely,  what  abundant 
"  fountains  of  tears  might  fill  up  and  run 
^*  over  the  Lord's  chofen  veflcls  j  yet  he 
*•  could  not  help  fufpefting  that  the  flood 
*•  under  the  clofet-door,  occafioned  by  the 
"  Protcftor's  ftruggles,  was  derived  from 
"  fome  other  fource  befides  his  cyes.^ 
This  flie  bore  pi^etty  well. 

But  it  happened  in  a  ftage-coach,  where 
fhe  was  not  known,  Mrs.  B.  fell  into  a 
vehement  difpute  in  behalf  of  the  Protec- 
tor. The  opponent,  a  gentleman,  was  as 
hot  and.  as'  violent  as  the  lady.  And  if 
toward  the  end  of  the  ftagc  their  anger 

rather 


r^th^r  iubfidcd,  k  was  not  for  want  of 
wr^tbt  or  of  words,  to  keep  it  up,  but  for 
w^Bt  of  breath  to  give  it  utterance.  After 
th^y  wen(  out  of  the  coach,  and  had  takei) 
feme  refceihrnent,  the  old  lady  very  calmly 
^d  refpcdfully  defired  to  fpeak  apart  with 
theg^tletpan,  who  had  been  her  opponent 
ki  the  difpute.  When  fhe  ha4  him  alonei 
Jhe  told  him,  witji  great  compofur«,  "  ho 
*^  h.4d»  in  ^^^  gvcffktt  manner,  belied  ai>4 
^^  abiifed .  the  moft  pious  man  that  ever 
**  lived;  that  Oomweirs  blood,  which  flow* 
^f  eid  in  her  veins,  would  not  allow  her  to 
^'  pafs  over  the  indignities  caft  on  his  me* 
t*  Hiory,  in  her  prcfcnce;  that  ihe  could 
?*  not  handle  a  fword,  but  flic  could  fire  a  ' 
^^  piftol  as  well  as  he ;  and  th^t  fhe  de- 
^.mapde^.  immediate  fatisfaftioa  (o  the  sn« 
"  jured  honour  of  her  family,"  The  gen- 
tleman was  exceedingly  amazed  at  the  odd- 
nefs  of  this  adjdrels,  but  as  he  happened  to 
carry  about  him  good  fenfe  enough  (o  teach 
him  hew  to  aft  on  the  fpot,  he  immedi- 
ately told  her,  "  there  were  many  great 
**  qualities  in  Oliver  which  he  honoured  as 
V  much   as  Ihe  could---th^t  if  he  had 

"  known 


••  known  or  fufpcftcd  her  relation  to^  Trim, 
^*  lie  would  not  have  faid  a  word  on  the 
*'  fobgeft  to  give  her  ofFcfyce,  and  that  he 
•^  fihccrcly  alked  her  pardon,"  This'  fab- 
mifliofl  compktcly  fetisfied  her,  and  "they 
finilhed  their  journey  with  much  pleafure 
ami  good  humour;    but  St.  Oliver    Was 

not  again  brought  on  the  tapis -The 

tfott  of  this  ftory  I  never  heard  quef* 
doned*. 

A«  the  whole  of  Mrs,  B's  perfonal  bdco- 
nonny  was  not  g(  the  common  form^  bet 
hours  of  vifiting  went  generally  out  of  the 
common  fcafon.  She  would  very  frequently 
come  to  vifit  at  my  father's  at  nine  or  .ten 
at  night,  and  fomctimes  later,  if  the  doors 
were  rK>t  (hut  up.  Qn  fuch  vifics  &e  ge- 
nerally ilayed  'till  about  one  in  the  .morn^ 
ing.  Such  late  villus,  in  thofe  fober  timesi, 
were  confidered  by  her  friends  as  highly 
inconvenient,  yet  nobody  complained  of 
theto  to  her.  The  refpefl;  (he  univerfally 
commanded  gave  her  a  licence  in  this  and 

•  It  If  related » wkh  fome  little  varlattcmi  p.  xiv. 
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many  other  irregularities.  She  would,  on 
her  vifits,  drink  wine  in  great  plenty,  and 
the  wine  ufed  to  put  her  tongue  into  very 
brifk  motion ;  bot,  I  do  not  remember,  ihe 
ever  was  difgracefully  expofed  by  it. 

There  was  an  old  niare,  which  had  been 
the  faithful  companion  of  Mrs.  B's  adven- 
tures and  mifadventures, '  during  many 
years.  The  old  mare,  and  her  manoeuvres, 
were  as  well  known  atYartnouth  as  the 
old  lady.  On  this  marc  flic  generally  was 
mounted  5  but  towards  the  end  of  her  life, 
the  mare  was  prevailed  with  to  draw  a 
chaife,  in  which  Mrs.  B.  often  feated  hcr- 
fclf. 

Mrs.  B.  never  would  fufier  a  fervant  to 
attend  her  in  thefe  night  vifits :  "  God," 
ihe  faid,  '^  was  her  guard,  and  fiie  would 
^  have  no  other."  Her  drcfs,  on  thefe  vi- 
fits, though  it  was  in  a-  tafte  of  her  own,  was 
always  grave  and  handfome.  At  about 
one  in  the  morning,  for  flic  hardly  ever 
finilhcd  her  round  of  vifits  fooner,  Ihe 
tifcd  to  put  hcrfelf  on  the  top  of  the  mare, 

or 
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or  into  the  chaife,  and  fet  ofF  on  her  re- 
turn. When  the  marev  began  to  move, 
Mrs.  B.  began  to  fing  a  pfalm,  or  one  of 
Watts's  hymns,  in  a  very  loud,  but  not  a 
very  harmonious,  key.  This  I  have  often 
heard.  And  thus  the  tv\^o  old  fouls, 
the  mare  and  her  miftrcfs,  one  gently  trot- 
ting, and  the  other  loudly  finging,  jogged 
on  the  length  of  a  fhort  mile  from  Yar- 
mouth, which  brought  them  home. 

I  do  not  know  there  was  any  other  iflue 
from  the  marriage  of  general  Ireton  with 
Cromwell's  daughter,  but  Mrs.  Bendyfti 
and  Mrs.  Carter.  On  the  death  of  Ireton  *, 
the  worft,  perhaps,  but  certainly  not  the 
weakeft  man  of  the  party,  his  widow  mar- 
ricd  general  Fleetwood.  There  certainly 
was  iflue  from  this  marriage^  but  I  am  not 
able  to  trace  it.  Fleetwood,  I  think,  was 
feated  at  Armingland-hall,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk;  which  large,  old  manfion-houfe, 
with  a  good  eftate  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 

•  He  died  at  the  fiege  of  Limerick  (being  then 
lord-deputy  of  Ireland)  in  1651. 
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if  I  miftake  not,  are  now,  fir  lately  were, 
pofleffed  by  the  name  and  dcfccndants  of 
Fleetwood. 

Bridget  Ircton,  of  whom  fo  much  has 
been  faid,  married  Thomas  Bendyfh/efq; 
of  South-town,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
The  children  from  this  marriage,  befides 
fuch  as  died  young,  were,  ift,  Bridget  Ben- 
dy (h,  who  lived  in  the  family- houfe  at 
South-town,  and  died  there,  unmarried, 
feveral  years  after  her  mother. 

2d.  Thomas  Bendylh,  cfq;  of  Colkirk, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  married  — - — 
and  had  iffue  furviving  him,  only  Ireton 
Bendyfli,  efq.  He  held  a  place  under  the 
government,  and  as  he  was  in  his  perfon, 
temper,  and  breeding,  a  very  amiable  young 
gentleman,  he  died  greatly  lamented  about 
the  year  1730.  With  his  death,  this  branch 
of  the  family  became  cxtinft,  as  he  died 
unmarried. 

3.  Henry  Bendyfh,  efq;  of  Bedford- 
row,    in    the   county  of  Middlefcx,   died 

abou^ 
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about  the  year  1740.  He  married  Martha 
ShutCs  fitter  to  John  Shutc  Barrington, 
lord  viicount  Harrington. 

Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  King,  archbi- 
fhop  of  Dublin,  in  1708,  informs  him, 
that  **  Mr.  Shute  [the  noble  perfon  aboye- 
mentioned]  ."  is  named  for  fecretary  to 
"  lord  Wharton  j"  [lieutenant  of  Ireland] 
**  he  is  a  young  naan,  but  reckoned  the 
**  fhrewdeft  head  in  England.  As  to  his  prin- 
"  ciplcs,  he  is  a  truly  moderate  man.  Sec."  * 
This  fair  charader  of  a  whig  from  Swift, 
is  fo  extraordinary,  that  it  feems  as  if  no- 
thing but  truth  could  have  extorted  it.  It 
is,  however,  very  obfervable,  that  with  no 
other  correfpondent,  the  extravagance  of 
Swift*s  humour,  and  the  virulence  of  his' 
prejudices,  are  half  fo  much  reitrained,  as 
in  his  letters  to  Dr.  King.  He  certainly 
either  feared  or  refpefted  this  prelate,  more 
than  any  other  perfon  with  whom  he  cor- 
refponded. 

•  Swift's  works,  vol.  xiv,  p.  50, 
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Mrs.  Bendylh  laft  mentioned  bore  the 
ftrongeft  refemblancc  to  her  noble  brother, 
lord  Barrington,  in  her  perfon,  in  her 
voice,  in  the  grace  and  politenefs  of  her 
addrefs,  and  in  the  ftrength  and  extent  of 
her  underftanding.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  were, 

I  ft.  Henry  Bendy  (h,  cfq;  who,  du- 
ring the  latter  part  of  his  life,  refided 
at  South. town,  where  he  died  unmarried 
in  1753.  With  the  death  of  this  gen- 
tleman, the  name  of  Bendyfli  became 
extinft  in  the  family,  and  the  male  line 
ended.  The  two  fitters  of  Mr.  Bendyfli 
are  ftill  living.     Thcfe  ladies  are, 

2.  Mary  Bendyfli,  married  to  William 
Berners,  efq-,  of  Wolverfton-park,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  are,  i.  Charles  Berners,  efq; 
who  fometimes  refides  at  South-town,  mar- 
ried to  Catharine,  daughter  of La- 

roche,    efq.     There   are   children  of  this 
marriage.   2,  The  reverend  Henry  Berners, 

reftor 


redor  of  Hambledon^  near  Henley  upon 
Thames,'  who  is  yet  unmarried. 

3.  Elizabeth  Bendylh,  married  to  — •«* 
Hagar,  efq-,  of  Wigmorc-ftreet,  Caven- 
difli-fquare.  There  is  no  iffue  from  this 
marriage. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  attempted  to  fatisfj 
the  requeft  which  was  made  to  me,  by  gi^ 
Ting  as  diftinft  an  account,  as  I  am  able,  of 
the  dead  defcendants,  and  the  living  pofte- 
rity,  of  Oliver's  grand-daughter,  Mrs. 
Bridget  Bendyfh.  When  I  fpeak  of  dates 
in  this  letter,  I  defire  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  I  can  be  confidered  only  as  fpeaking 
from  the  rccollcftion  of  general  ideas,  as  I 
have  no  memorandums  toafcertain  an  ex- 
adtnefs,  unle($  in  fome  inftances.  I  have 
before  faid,  that  I  cannot  trace  the  pofterity 
of  the  Prote6lor*s  daughters  with  any  pre- 
cifion.  But  I  am  able  to  fay,  in  general, 
that  his  pofterity  in  the  female  line  became 
nearly  allied  to  the  noble  and  eminent  fa^-^ 
milies  of  Rich  earl  of  Warwick,  Robarts 
wrl  of  Radnor,  Bcllafis  vifcount  Faucpn- 

berg 


btrg  (created  an  earl  by  king  William) 
Obrien .  carl  of  Thotnond,  Jontrs  carl  of 
Ranelagh,  the  Rufiels  of  Cambridgefhire, 
Frank  land,  Hartop,  Polhill,  Fleetwood, 
Gould,  &:c.  &c. 

Mary  countcfs  Fauconberg  outlived  al! 
the  Protcdor's  other  children  *  ;  ihe  was 
iaid  to  have  been  a  lady  of  a  very  great 
undcrftanding  f .  This  was  the  noble  rcla* 
tion  referred  to  in- Mr.  Say's  charafter  J, 
who  left  Mrs.  B.  an  h;.ndfonie  legacy,  as 
fte  did  alfo  to  all  the  other  defcendants  of 
iier  father  Oliver,  to  whom  fuch  an  aid 
in%ht  be  ufcjful.  She  died  wealthy,  and 
never  had  a  child. 


*  She  died  (as  has  been  before  mentioned,  p.  xv) 
March  14,  lyiZp  about  eight  months  after  her 
brother  Richard. 

t  BoiBet  ftyles  her  <*  a  wife  and  worthy  woman/* 
and  fays,  "  flie  was  more  likely  to  have  maintained 
«*  the  pod  (of  Proteaor)  than  either  of  her  bro- 
"tiers."  tp.  viU 
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Jeremy  White  ir as  Oliver's  chaplain,  and 
he  was  bcfidcs  the  chief  wag  and  joker  of 
his  folemn  court  *.  As  the  Protedor  con- 
defcended  to  be  verjr  familiar  with  Jcriy, 
he  faid  to  him  one  day,  **  You  know  the 
**  vifcount    Fauconberg?** *  Perfedly 

*  well,*  faid  Jerry. — "  I  am  going  to  marry 
*'  my  daughter  Mary  to  him.  What  do 
♦*  you   think  of  the  match  ?**.--*  Think ! 

*  Sir,'  faid  Jerry....*  Why,  I  think,   he'll 

*  never  make  your  highnefs  a  grandfather/ 
— "  I  am  forry  for  that,  Jerry  •,  but  how 
•*  do   you  know  ?"-.'  Sir,*  faid  Jerry,  *  I 

*  fpeak  it  in  confidence  to  your  highnefs ; 

*  there  arc  certain  defcfts  in  lord  Faucon- 

*  berg,  that  will  always  prevent  his  making 

*  you  a  grandfather,  let  him  do  what  he 

*  can.*  As  this  difcovery  was  made,'  not 
to  the  young  lady  but  to  the  old  Protedor, 
it  did  not  at  all  retard  the  completion  of 
the  match,  which  Oliver  found,  in  all  out- 

•  Aa  extraordinary  ftory  of  this  ferry  White's 
addreffing  Oliver's  youngeft  d&aghter»  Prances,  and 
the  confequences  of  it,  are  told  by  Otdmixon  and 
•thers.     SceBiograph.  Brie.  vol.  iii,  p.  1579. 

ward 
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ward  rdpefts,  fuitablc  and  convenient :  fo 
he  left  the  lord  and  the  lady  to  fettle  the 
account  of  defefts  as  they  might.  Not 
long  after  the  marriage,  Oliver,  in  a  ban- 
tering way,  told  the  whole  fecret  with 
which  White  had  entrufted  him,  before 
company,  to  lord  F.  who  turned  it  off  with 
a  joke,  as  well  as  he  could,  while  his  heart 
in  fecret  was  waxing  exceeding  wrath  againft 
Jeremiah  the  prophet.  Inftigatcd  by  this 
wrath,  lord  F.  fent  a  ipefTage  next  day  to 
Jerry  to  defire  his  company ;  with  which 
invitation  Jerry  immediately  complied,  ne- 
ver fufpcdking  that  Oliver  had  betrayed  the 
fecret.  Lord  F.  received  him  in  his  ftudy, 
ihe  door  of  which  he  firft  locked,  and  then, 
with  much  anger  in  his  countenance,  and  a 
ftout  cane  in  his  hand,  he  accofted  Jerry: 
*'  You  rafcal,  how  dare  you  tell  fuch  mif- 
'  •*  chievous  lies  of  me  as  vou  have  done  to 
*'  the  Proteftor,  that  I  could  never  make 
•*  him  a  grandfather,  &c.  ?  I  am  determined 
•*  to  break  every  bone  in  your  Ikin.  What 
"  can  you  fay  for  yourfelf  ?  What  excufe 
•'  can  you  make?"  All  this  while  the  cane 
kept  flourilhing^ovcr  Jerry's  head,  who, 

inftead 


inHead  of  a  day  of  dainties,  which  he  hopcil 
to  find  at  my  lord's  table,  would  now  have 
been  glad  to  .fave  the  drubbing  on  his 
Ihouiders  by  going  away  with  an  empty 
belly.  **.  What  can  you  fay  for  yourfelf  ?" 
cried  lord  F.  *  My  lord,*  faid  Jerry,  *  you 

*  are  too  angry  with  me  to  hope  for  your 
^  mercy,  but  furely  you  never  can  be  too 

*  angry  to  forget  juftice.     Only  prove,  by 

*  getting  a  child,  that  I  told  the  Proteftor 

*  a  lye,  you  may  then  inflidt  the  punifhment 

*  with  juftice,  and  I  will  bear  it  with  pa- 

*  tience  •,  and  if  you  want  exercife  for  your 

*  cane,  you  may  lay  it  over  the  Proteftcr's 
'  fhoulders,  if  you  pleafe,  for  betraying 
'  me/  My  lord,  who,  perhaps,  knew  in 
his  confcicnce  that  Jerry  had  only  told  an 
unfeafonablc  truth,  laughed,  and  forgave 
him. 

The  ProteAor  had  two  fons,  Richard 
and  Hepry.  Richard  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Richard  Major,  efqj  of  Hunf- 
ly,  in  the  county  of  Southa-mpton,  who 
brought  him  a  confidcrable  fortune.  It  is 
remarkable,  tha:   Oliver's  family  acquired 
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little  or  nt)thing  of  wealth  from  his  ufur- 
pation.  Richard  Cromwell,  who  died  in 
1 712,  had  by  his  wife  three  children,  ift. 
Oliver*,    2d.  Anne.     3d.  Elizabeth. 

I  ft.  Oliver,  fon  of  Richard,  was  faid 
to  have  been  a  man  of  fpirit  and  of  fomc 
abilities.  On  the  death  of  his  mother^  he 
fucceeded  in  her  right  to  the  cftate  at 
Hunfly. 

In  the  reign  of  king  William,  this  Oli- 
ver found  it  necefFary,  on  fome  account  or 
other,  to  prcfent  a  petition  to  parliament. 
He  gave  his  petition  to  a  friend,  a  mem- 
ber, who  took  it  to  the  hoiife  of  commons 
to  prcfent  it.  Juft  as  this  gentleman  was 
entering  the  houfe,  with  the  petition  in  his 

•  In  an  **  account  of  the  Cromwell  family,  from 
«*  before  the  Norman  conqueft  to  the  prefent  timc,'> 
annexed  by  Dr.  Gibbons  to  his  **  fermon  on  the 
««  death  of  the  late  Willtam  Cromwell,  efq;"  this 
fon  is  omitted,  and  a  third  daughter,  Dorothy,  is 
mentioned,  faid  to  have  married  — —  Mortimer,  efq; 
and  to  have  died  without  liTue  in  1681,  aged  21. 

hand. 


hand.  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  the  famous  old 
Tory  member,  was  alfo  going  in.  On 
fight  of  Sir  Edward  fo  near  him,  the  gen- 
tleman found  his  fancy  brifkly  follicited  by 
certain  ideas  o£  fun,  to  make  the  furly, 
four,  old  SeynDOur  carry  up  a  petition  for 
Oliver  Cromwell.  "  Sir  Edward,"  fays 
he.  Hopping  him  on  the  uiftant,  "  will  you' 
"  do  me  a  favour  ?  I  this  moment  recol* 
"  lc6t,  that  I  muft  immediately  attend  a 
*'  trial  in  Weftminfter-hall,  which  may  de- 
*'  tain  me  too  late  to  give  in  this  petition* 
•'  as  I  promifed  to  do,  this  morning ;  it  is  a 
*'  mere  matter  of  form;  will  you  be  fo  good 
^*  as  to  carry  it  up  for  me  ?"  *  Give  it  nae,* 
faid  Sir  Edward.  The  petition  went  di- 
rectly into  his  pocket,  and  he  into  the 
houfc.  When  a  proper  vacancy  happened 
to  produce  it,  Seymour  put  himfelf  on  his 
feet,  and  his  fpeftacles  on  bis  nofe,  and 
began  to  read,  "  The  humble  petition  of 
"  — of—of™ of,  the  devil  !*'  faid  Seymour 
«  —of  Oliver  Cromwell  !'*  The  roar  of 
laughter  in  the  houfe,  at  feeing  him  fo  fairly 
taken  in,  was  too  great  for  Sir  Edward  to 
ftand  it;  fo  he  flung  down  his  petition^  and 
h  2  ran 
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ran  out  dircftly.     I  give  this  little  ftory  on 
common  fame  only. 

Oliver  Cromwell,  the  fon  of  Richard, 
died  a  few  years  before  his  father;  and  as 
he  died  unmarried,  and  without  ifiue,  a 
queftion  was  contefted  in  Chancery,  Whe- 
ther the  eftate  at  HunQy  defcended  imme- 
diately to  the  fifters  of  Oliver  as  his  co- 
heirs, or  to  Richard  the  father  for  his 
life? 

On  this  occafion,  Richard,  then  a  very 
old  man,  being,  obliged  to  appear  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  lord  chancellor  Cowpcr 
treated  him  with  the  utmoft  refpedt*,  he  or- 
dered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for  him,  and 
(in  regard  to  his  age)  infifted  on  his  fitting 
covered.  He  made  a  decree  in  Richard^s 
favour,  and  fpokc  with  much  afperity  of 
his  daughters  for  contefting  the  old  n^n's 
intereft  in  the  eftate  for  the  very  fmall  re-  " 
mains  of  his  life. 

Pengelly,  who  was  (long  aftcr^  the  very 
eminent  lord   chief  baron   of   the   exche- 
quer. 
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qucr,  was  Richard's  counfel  on  this  occa- 
fion.  He  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  very  much 
in  his  behalf,  and  acquired  great  reputation 
by  it.  From  this  zeal  for  Richard,  or 
irom  fome  other  caufe,  a  report  was  raifed, 
and  long  credited,  that  Pehgelly  was  Ri- 
chard's natural  fon.  I  do  not  know  there 
ever  was  any  juft  foundation  for  fuch  an 
opinion.  Richard,  however,  was  faid  to 
have  been  all  his  life,  very  free  with  women. 

2d.  Anne,  (as,  I  think,  her  name  was) 
cldeft  daughter  of  Richard  Cromwell,  mar- 
ried Dr.  Gibfon,  ian  eminent  phyfician,  and 
uncle  to  Edmund  Gibfon,  lord  bilhop  of 
London.  There  was  no  furviving  iffue  of 
this  marriage,  and  Dr.  Gibfon  left  the 
whole  of  his  own  proper  fortune,  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  to  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don, his  nephew.  Mrs.  Gibfon  outlived 
her  hufband  many  years.  The  bilhop  of 
London  always  preferved  a  very  refpedtful 
and  even  an  intimate  correfpondence  with 
his  aunt.  It  was,  perhaps,  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  an  opinion  prevailed  of 
the  bilhop's  being  the  author  of  the  "  Life 
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"  of  Oliver  Cromwell"  before-mentioned^ 
This  lady  died,  I  think,  rather  before  the 
year  1730  *. 

3d.  Elizabeth  Cromwell,  youngeft  daugh- 
ter of  Richard,  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  about  73  -f,  I  think,  near  or  in  the 
year  1731.  By  her  death  the  line  of  Ri- 
chard Cromwell  became  extind. 

I  have  been  fcveral  times  in  company 
with  thefe  ladies  ^  they  were  well  bred,  well 
drefed,  ftately  women;  exactly  punftili- 
ous,  but  they  feemed  (efpecially  Mrs. 
Cromwell)  to  carry  about  them  a  confci- 
cufnefs  of  high  rank,  accompanied  with  a 
fccret  dread,  that  thofe  with  whom  they 
converjed  Ihould  not  obfervc  and  acknow- 
ledge it.  They  had  neither  the  great  fcnfe, 
nor  the  great  enthufiafm,  of  Mrs.  Bendyfh; 
but  as  the  daughter  of  Ireton  had  dignity 

•  She  died.  Dr.  Gibbons  fays,  Oftober7,  1727. 

t   Dr.  Gibbons  fays,  **  at  the  uncommon  age  of 
••81,  Aprils,  1731." 

without 
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without  pridCi  the  daughters  of  Cromwell 
had  pride  without  much  dignity, 

Mrs.  Gibfon  and  Mrsv  Cromwell  lived 
together  in  Bedford-row.  The  eftate  of 
Hunfly,  to  which  thefe  ladies  were  cohei- 
rcflcs,  they  fold  (if  I  remember  right)  to 
Sir  William  Heathcote  for  thirty-four  or 
five  thoufand  pounds. 

Henry  Cromwell,  the  fecond  and  laft  fon  ' 
of  Oliver,  who  furvived  him  (for  his  firft 
ion,  Oliver,  died  very  young)  married  Eli- 
zabeth, daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Ruffcl,  of 
Cambridgefhire.  This  Henry  was  the  Pro- 
te6lor*s  deputy  in  Ireland,  where  his  go- 
vernment was  fo  mild  and  equitable,  that 
he  acquired  a  great  degree  of  efteem  even 
from  many  perfons  of  high  rank  in  king 
Charles's  intercft.  -The  late  Mr.  Crom- 
well, of  Kirby-ftreet,  told  me,  "  he  found 
*'.  among  the  papers  of  Henry  many  letters 
**  from  perfons  of  the  firft  diftinftion  in  the 
"  king's  party,  warmly  acknowledging  both 
**  the  juftice  and  favours  they  received  from 
**him.'*     This  candour  procured   Henry 

friend  i 


[    Ivi    ] 

friends  and  protcdors  of  all  parties.  Of 
the  merit  and  true  wifdom  of  jufticc 
and  moderation  we  Ihall  prefently  fee  a 
ftrong  example,  fuch  a  one  as  put  Henry's 
virtue  in  this  rcfpeft  out  of  apoflibility  o£ 
being  fairly  difputcd. 

Henry  Cromwell  was  feated  at  Spinney- 
hall  •  in  Cambridgefhire,  where  he  had  an 
eftate  of  above  four  hundred  pounds  a  year- 
Here  he  lived,  after  the  reftoration,  the  life 
of  a  private  country  gentleman,  very  much, 
and  very  generally  refpedted,  [He  died 
March  25,  1674.]  Henry  had  daughters, 
but  of  thefc  or  their  defcendants  I  can  give 
no  account  f.  At  his  death  he  left  bu^ 
one  fon,  major  Richard  Cromwell  J.  This 
gentleman  was  firft  brought  into  the  army, 

*  Near  Sohaniy  formerly  a  priory  of  black  canon?. 

t  A  full  account  is  given  of  them  by  Dr.  Gib« 
bons.  It  appears  that  he  had,  in  all.  two  daughters 
and  five  fons,  but  the  third  fon  only  left  defcendants, 

X  Dr.  Gibbons  gives  this  gentleman  the  chridiaa 
name  of  **  Henry/'  and  at  the  fame  time  ftyles  him 
the  '*  third"  fon,  whom  he  had  before  named  "  Ri- 
«*  chard." 

and 
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and  his  promotion  conftantly  procured,  as 
far  as  it  went,  by  the  intereft  of  the  duke 
of  Ormond ;  in  acknowledgment,  as  he 
always  declared,  of  the  great  fervice  and 
benefit  his  family  received  from  Henry 
Cromwell,  while  he  was  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. Thefe  acknowledgments,  and  the 
real  advantages  rcfulting  from  them,  bear 
the  fuUeft  and  faircft  atteftation  to  the  ho- 
nour of  Henry*s  government,  and  to  thq 
truly  noble  difpofition  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond, the  protestor  of  his  family. 

Major  Richard  Cromwell  died  of  ^  fever 
in  Spain,  while  he  was  under  the  command 
of  lord  Galway,  in  queen  Anne's  war.  The 
cftate  of  Spinney-abbey  was  fold  not  many 
years  after  his  marriage.  He  married  Han- 
nah Hewling,  cldcft  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Hewling,  an  eminent  Turkey  merchant  of 
London,  and  Hannah  KyfEn  his  wife. 

This  Hannah  Hewling,  (my  mother's 
cldeft  fifter)  is  the  perfon  fo  often  men- 
tioned in  the  many  particular  relations 
which  were  publiftied  of  the  bloody,  unre- 
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lenting  profecutions  m  the  weft,  after  the 
defeat  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  rebel- 
lion. 

The  two  unfortunate  brothers  of  this 
lady,  Benjamin  and  William  Hewling,  were 
the  only  males  of  their  name,  and  of  their 
family,  which  was  in  the  higheft  degree  of 
efteem  and  popularity  among  the  ftaunch 
whigs,  and  diffenting  proteftants,  at  that 
time  fo  numerous,  and  fo  confidcrablc,  in 
the  city.  Their  parts  were  ejfcellent,  and 
their  education  had  been  the  beft  that  could 
be  given  them.  Their  morals  were  fpot- 
Icfs;  their  piety  exemplary.  Their  zeal 
againft  popery  •,  the  ardour  of  their  cou- 
rage in  the  field,  and  the  manly  mecknefs 
and  devout  refignation  of  their  deport- 
ment, to  the  laft,  under  their  fufferings, 
concurred  with  their  youth,  (the  one  twen- 
ty-two, the  other  not  quite  twenty)  and 
the  uncommon  beauty  and  gracefulnefs  of 
their  perfons,  to  place  them  the  firft  in  the 
lift,  which  was  at  that  time  called  the  "  Wef- 
|tern  Martyrology"  *,  and  rendered  the  fcve- 

•  See  p.  143 — 165. 

rity 
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rity  of  their  fate,  moll  pitied,  of  any  who 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  popifh  vengeance  of 
James  j  though  there  were  fome  other  fcn- 
tences  much  more  unjuft. 

The  father  of  this  unfortunate  family 
was  dead;  the  mother,  from  her  diftrefs, 
incapable  of  afting:  fome  of  the  near 
friends  of  the  family  were  themfelves  too 
obnoxious  to  ad,  and  many  more  too  ti- 
mid; and  as  the  other  fifters  were  hardly 
out  of  their  childhood,  it  fell  upon  this 
young  lady  alone  to  conduct  the  whole 
affair,  in  the  prifon,  for  their  comfort, 
and,  with  the  court,  for  their  pardon. 

It  has  been  faid  in  moft  of  the  accounts 
which  have  been  publifticd,  that  lord 
chief  juftice  Jeflferies  treated  Hannah  He\v- 
ling,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  with 
the  groflcft  bruulity ;  but,  "  bad  as  he  is^ 
**  the  devil  may  be  abufed ;"  for  JefFeries 
always  treated  her  with  the  greateft  polite- 
nefs  and  refpcdt.  This  inftance,  however, 
does  not  much  foften  the  horror  of  his 
general  charaftcr.  JefFeries  had  a  relation, 
i  2  from 
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from  whofe  fortune  he  had  formed  great 
expeftatibns  y  and  as  this  relation  was  an 
intimate  acquaintance  of  the  Hewlings,  he 
exerted  himfclf  very  warn-.ly  with  him  in 
their  behalf.  He  repeatedly  protefted  to 
the  chief  juftice,  that  the  "  continuance  of 
"  his  friendlhip,  together  with  every  benefit 
•*  he  might  hope  would  refult  from  it,  de- 
"  pended  entirely  upon  his  ufing  every  en- 
**  deavour  to  fave  the  Hewlings."  This, 
JefFeries  always  protefted  he  did  ^  with  what 
fincerity,  God  only  knows ;  but  he  always 
declared  the  king  was  inexorable. 

When  JefFeries  was  afterwards  prifoner 
in  the  Tower,  he  complained  to  Dr.  Scott, 
(author  of  the  "  Chriftjan  Life,"  who  vi- 
fited  him  under  his  confinement)  of  his 
hard  fate :  "  I  was  hated,"  faid  he,  "  by 
**  the  kingdom,  for  doing  fo  much  in  the 
^*  weft,  and  I  was  ill  received  by  the  king 
V  for  not  having  done  more."  He  had 
ufed  almoft  the  fame  words  when  he  was 
applied  to  for  the  Hewlings. 


When  Hannah  HcwUng  prefcnted  a  pc. 
tition  to  the  king  in  behalf  of  her  brotherSy 
fhe  was  introduced  by  lord  Churchill,  af- 
terwards duke  of  MarIbor9ugh^  while  they 
waited  in  the  antechamber  for  admittance^ 
fianding  near  die  chimney-piece,  lord 
Churchill  affured  her  of  his  moft  hearty 
wiflics  of  fuccefs  to  her  petition;  **  bu!^ 
*'  madam/'  faid  he,  **  I  dare  not  flatter 
•*  you  with  any  fuch  hopes,  for  that  marble 
^  is  as  capable  of  feeling  compafllon,  as 
•*  the  king's  heart  •.  This  declaration  of 
lord  Churchill  adds  no  fmall  degree  of  cre- 
dibility to  Jefieries's  report  of  the  king's 
obdurate  cruelty. 

William  Kyffin,  the  father  of  Mrs.Hew- 
ling,  was  then  alive.  This  man  had  been 
throughout  his  life  a  merchant,  and  was 

*  This  tisuBdy  agrees  with  the  opinion  that  mnft 
be  formed  both  of  James's  head  and  hearty  from  hit 
own  letters,  in  which,  numerons  as  they  are,  ^ir 
John  Dalrymple  juilly  obferves,  **  there  is  fcarcely 
''  one  firoke  of  genius  or  fenfibility  to  be  fonnd/' 

poffeflcd 
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poffcffed  of  what  was  thought  then  a  very 
large  fortune;  yet,  I  think,  he  fometimes 
gave  vcRt  to  his  piety  by  holding  forth 
among  the  Baptifts.  Hewas,  however,  in 
much  and  general  efteem,  his  fortune  and 
influence  placing  him  among  the  foremoft 
of  the  dificnters  in  the  city.  I  believe,  he 
never  meddled  with  politics  himfelfi  but 
aU  his  connefbions  were  among  the  warmeft 
patriots  of  thofe  warm  times.  Hayes,  the 
banker,  who  married  another  of  Kyffin's 
daughters,  was  tried  for  his  life  in  1684^ 
for  remitting  money  to  Sir  Thomas  Arm- 
firoog,  an  outlaw.  Hayes  narrowly  efcaped 
the  halter,  which  the  court,  under  Charles 
II,  earneftly  defircd  to  put,  about  hisncck* 
The  trial  was  curious  and  important,  as  it 
ftruck  at  the  root  of  mercantile  liberty. 
A  good  account  i$  given  of  it  by  Burnet  *• 

KyjfKn  was  perfonally  known  both  to 
Charles  and  James;  and  when  the  latter 
of  thefe  princes^   after  having  arbitrarilj 

•  See  his  **  Hiftory  of  his  own  times»^'  ▼ol.  i,  p. 
J99»  and  *«  Sute  tryals,"  vol.  iii,  p.  983. 

deprived 
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tteprived  the  city  of  the  old  charter,  deter- 
mined to  put  many  difTenters  into  the  ma- 
giftracy,  under  the  rofe,  he  fent  for  Kyffin 
CO  attend  him  at  court.  When  he  went 
thither,  in  obedience  to  the  king's  com'- 
mand,  he  found  James  attended  by  many 
lords  and  gentlemen.  The  king  immedi- 
ately came  up  to  him,  and  addreffed  him 
with  all  the  little  grace  he  was  mafter  of. 
He  talked  of  "  his  favour  to  the  diflenters,** 
in  the  court  ftyle  of  the  feafon,  and  con- 
cluded with  telling  Kyffin,  "  he  had  put 
"  him  down  as  an  alderman  in  his  new 
*'  charter.**     *  Sir,'  replied.  Kyffin,  «  I  am 

*  a  very  old  man  :  I  have  withdrawn  my- 

*  felf  from  all  kind  of  bufinefs  for  fomc 

*  years  paft,  and  am   incapable  of  doing 

*  any  feryicc  in  fuch  an  aflfair  to  your  ma- 

*  jefty  in  the  city,  Befides,  Sir,' — the  old 
man  went  on,  fixing  his  eyes  ftedfaftly  upon 
the  king,  while  the  tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks — *  the  death  of  my  grandfons  gave 

*  a    wound  to  my  heart,    which   is    ftill 

*  bleeding,  and  never  will  clofe  but  in  the 
J  grave !' 

The 
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The  king  was  deeply  ftruck  by  the 
manner,  the  freedom,  and  the  fpirit  of  this 
unexpefted  rebuke.  A  tutal  filcncc  en- 
fued,  while  the  galled  confcience  of  James 
feemed  to  Ihrink  from  the  horrid  remem- 
brance. In  a  minute  or  two,  however,  he 
recovered  himfelf  enough  to  fay,  "  Mr. 
**  Kyffin,  I  ihall  find  a  balfam  for  that  fore'* 
— and  immediately  turned  about  to  a  lord 
in  waiting. 

When  the  French  proteftants  were  dri- 
ven to  England  for  refuge,  this  William 
Kyffin  received  into  his  protection  a  nume- 
rous French  family  of  confiderable  rank. 
He  fitted  up  and  furnifhed  a  houfe  of  his 
own  for  their  reception,  provided  them 
with  lervants,  and  entirely  maintained  them 
at  his  own  expcnce,  in  a  manner  which 
bore  fome  proportion  to  their  rank  in 
France;  and  when  this  family  afterwards 
recovered  fome  part  of  their  ruined  for- 
tune, he  would  not  diminiih  it  a  fingle 
ihilling,  by  taking  any  retribution  for  the 
fcrvices  he  had  done  them.  Such  were  the 
city  patriots  of  thofe  times ! 

I  give 


• 

I  give  thefe  fevtnl  accounts  as  I  have 
olben  heard  them  in  the  familjr.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  their  authenticity :  and  I  in* 
fert  them  in  this  letter,  I  hope  not  impro- 
perly, as  they  relate  to  public  charaders^ 
and  events. 

It  was  nat,  I  believe,  above  a  year  after 
the  execution  of  her  brodiers  *,  that  Han*- 
nah  HewUng  (who  died  in  1731)  married 
major  Richard  Cromwell  beforementioned. 
The  ifliie  from  this  marriage  were, 

1.  Mary  Cromwell,  who  died  unmarried 
before  the  year  1730. 

2.  William  Cromwell,  who  died  in  Kirby- 
ftreet,  Hatton-garden,  in  July  1772.  In  the 
decline  of  life  he  married  [1750]  the  widow 
of  [Thomas]  Weftby,  cfq-,  who  was  alfo 
in  years.  This  lady  did  not  live  long  with 
Mr.  Cromwell^  and  oh  her  death  left  him 
a  moderate  fortune. 

•  "  May  28,  1686,"  fays  Dr.  Gibbons. 

Vol.  n.  k  3.  Ri- 
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3.  Richard  Cromwell,  of  Bartlet's-build- 
ings.  He  was  an  eminent  attorney  at  law; 
and  marrying  the  daughter  of  [Ebenczer] 
Gatton,  efq-,  by  her  he  left  ifllie  one  fon,  Ro- 
bert (or,  as  I  rather  think,  Robert  Thornhill 
Cromwell,  from  Sir  Robert  Thornhill,  a 
near  relation  to  Mrs.  Cromwell,  from  whom 
an  handfome  fortune  devolved  to  her  fa- 
mily.) This  Robert  Cromwell  died  without 
iffuc  about  the  year  1762.  There  arc  now 
living  three  daughters  of  Richard  Crom- 
well, Elizabeth,  Anne,  and  Lactitia.  Thefe 
ladies  are  unmarried ;  and  are  now,  or 
lately  were,  of  Great  RuffeHlrcet,  Bloomf* 
bury.  ♦ 

4.  Thomas  Cromwell.  He  was  a  grocer 
on  Snow-hitl,  and  died  in  the  year  1748. 
By  his  firft  wife  he  left  a  fon,  Henry  Crom- 
well ;  whether  he  is  alive,  or  dead,  I  am 
uncertain ;  and  a  daughter,  married  to  Mr. 
John  Field,  an  eminent  apothecary  in  New- 
gate-ftreet.  There  is  a  very  numerous  family 
from  this  marriage.    By  his  fccond  lady, 

*  **  They  are  now  living  at  BerkbanafUd  in  Hert<* 
"  fordlhirc/'  fays  Dr.  Gibbons. 

who 
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who  is  ftill  living,  Mr.  Thomas  Cromwell 
was  father  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cromwell,  now 
in  the  Eaft^Indies ;  Mr,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
of  the  Million  Bank*,  a  young  gentle- 
man very  much  and  very  juftly  eftecmed 
by  his  numerous  acquaintance  ♦;  a  daugh- 
ter, unmanied,  and  another  who  died 
young. 

5.  Henry  Cromwell,  4th  fon  of  Richard 
and  Hannah,  had  a  place  in  the  excife- 
cffice,  London,  and  died  unmarried  in 
January  1769. 

6.  Oliver  Cromwell,  youngeft  fon  of 
Richard  and  Hannah,  had  an  enfign's  com- 
miffion  in  an  Irifti  regiment,  which  he  did 
not  hold  long,  as  the  army  did  not  fuit  him. 
He  died  in  1748,  unmarried. 

Henry  Cromwell,  the  poet,  fo  well 
known  by  his   correlpondcncc  with  Mr. 

•  Thefe  two  young  gentlerftcn,  great  grandfoos 
of  the  Protectory  are  now  his  only  furviving  male 
defcendants. 

k  2  Pope, 
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Pope,  was  not  defcended  from  Oliver, 
though  undoubtedly  of  the  fame  family. 
The  late  Mr.  William  CromweH,  who 
knew  this  Henry,  told  me  they  kept  up 
the  form  of  calling  cpufin,  though  their 
relation  was  remote.  Sir  Henry  Crom-' 
well,  fettled  at  Hinchingbrook,  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  the  common  an* 
ceftor  of  both  *. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  completed,  as  far  as 
I  am  able,  the  whole  of  your  requeft; 
as  to  the  Bendylh  family ;  and,  ds  hrz% 
an  immediate  recoUeftion  would  carry 
me,  a  flight  memoir  of  the  male  line  of 
Cromwell,  which  has  never  yet  been  fully 
and  truly  given  to  the  public.  Such  as  it  is, 
if  it  ferves  to  convince  you  of  my  regard  to 
your  rcqueft,  and  if  it  gives  any  fatisfa£tion> 

^  This  Sir  Henry  had  fix  fons.  The  ddeft, 
Sir  Oliver,  gave  a  magnificent  entertainment  to 
James  I  in  his  way  to  London,  and  was  made 
a  knight  of  the  bath  at  his  coronation.  Sir 
Henry's  fecond  fon,  Robert,  was  father  to  the 
Proteftor. 

or 
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or  amiifcmcnt,  to  fuch  as  may  read  it, 
the  whole  of  my  defigp  in  writing  it  will 
be  accompliflied. 
I  am, 
iRcvercnd  Sir, 
Moft  finccrely  yours, 

HEWLING  LUSON, 


♦  [In  Ae  HfiTie  LyrU^t  of  Dr.  Watts,  is  a  copy  of 
verfesy  dated  1699,  <'  To  Mrs.  B.  Bendyih:  againft 
^«  tears."  Anodier,  dated  Sept.  9,  1701,  entitled 
•*  The  Indian  philofophcr,"  is  addrcffed  ««  to  Mr. 
^'  Henry  Bendyih»"  her  Tecond  fon,  on  his  marriage, 
(fee  above  p.  xliii ;)  and  a  third,  called  «'  The  life 
"of  fouls,  dated  17O4,  to  Vt.  Thomas  Gibfon/' 
Richard  CroAweH^s  fob  in  laV(r,  mentioned  p.  liii. 

From  Oliver's  four  daughters  it  does  not  appear  that 
there  are  any  defcendants  now  living,  except  from 
Bridget  the  eldeft  (Mrs.  Bendyfh's  mother)  ^d  Fran- 
ces the  youngeft,  who  firfi  married  the  hon.  Robert 
Rich,  grandfon  to  die  earl  of  Warwick,  ^d>  fecondly. 
Sir  John  Ruflel,  bart.  of  Chippenham  in  Cambridge- 
ihire,  whofe  fider  was  the  wife  of  her  brother  Henry, 
By  her  irfi  hulb^bd  flie  had  no  children,  but  by  her 
iecond  ihe  had  diiee  fons  and  two  daagfatdrs.  The 
prefent  Sir  John  Raflel  and  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
baronets,  two  of  their  defcendants,  are  her  great- 
graadfons.    J.  D.] 

ADDI. 


ADDITIONS  AMD  CORRECTIONS. 
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O  L.  I,  p.  viiiy  1«  9,  add— In  the  fame  year 
(1705)  Mr.  Hoghes  publifhed  (alfo  withoat  a 
name)  **  A  ferious  addrefs  to  the  commcoers  [free- 
**  holders]  of  England »  on  the  approaching  ekc- 
**  tions  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament/'  ia 
which  he  charafUrifed,  under  eight  denomina^ 
tionsy  tiiofe  cajididates  whom  they  (hould  rejeft. 

—  p.  xvi,  1.  8.     For  "  1708"  read  "  1718." 

—  p.  50.  This  letter  fliould  be  dated  **  Att« 
"guH''  II. 

—  p,  72,  note  t»  For  "  vol.  ii'*  read  "  vol.  iii.'* 
— -  p.  90,  line  23.    —  "  when         ■  **  whence,** 

—  p.  120,  note  f.  "  Will  Pate,  who  is  both  a 
iele/prit,  and  a  woollen-draper."  Swift's  letter  to 
Mr.  Hunter,  dated  Jan.  12,  1708-9.  Sec  Hawkef. 
worth's  8 vo  edition,  xii,  105. 

— -  131,  note  •.  In  the  2d  edition  of  **  Anec* 
''  dotes  of  painting,"  printed  in  1765,  we  read* 
''  Steele  wrote  a  poem  to  him  [Kneller]  at  Wit- 
*«  ton;  Tickell,  another."  That,  however,  which 
is  inferted  in  '^  Steele's  mifcellanies,"  (2d  edit. 
p.  341,)  is  by  Tickell.  Where  Steele's  occurs, 
is  not  mendoned. 

—  p.  290,  1.  5,  read  "  inadvertency." 

— ^  p.  294,  note  *.  Gibber,  in  his  admiiablo 
**  Apology  for  his  life,"  after  enlarging  on  the  de- 
light he  took  in  gazing  on  lady  Churchill  at  fap* 
per,  when  Ihe  attended  the  princefs  Anne  to  Not- 
tingham, in  16889  (as,  his  iather  being  then  em* 

ployed 


t)loyed  at  Chatfwortfa^  young  Colley  was  defined^ 
on  that  extraordinary  occafion,  to  affift  in  waidag} 
a  delight,  which  fo  abforbed  his  fenfes,  that  he 
remembered  no  part  of  the  converfation  but  the 
words,  "  Some  wine  and  water,"  add*,  that  "  few 
**  examples  can  parallel  the  profofion  of  bleffings 
*'  which  have  attended  fo long  a  life  of  felicity:  a 
^' perfon  fo  attra^ve!  a  hufband  {o  memorably 
*' great!  an  offspring  fo  beautiful!  a  fortune  fo 
**  immenfc!  and  a  title,  which  (when  regal  favour 
''  had  no  higher  to  beftow)  flie  only  could  receive 
**  from  the  author  of  nature,  a  great  grandmother 
"  without  giey  hairs."  P.  58. 

Vol.  fl.  p.  10,  note  J.  The  bifhops  of  Ireland  vifit 
their  diocefes  annually ;  the  arclibiihops  their  pro- 
vinces triennially, 

— — .  p.  39.  «  Atterbury's  chara^er  of  Pope,  mens 
**  ciirva  in  corpore  curvo,**  •*  Thefe  words,  pcr- 
*•  haps,**  fays  a  corrcfpondent,  "  might  relate  to 
*«  Popc*s  *  crooked*  way  of  thinking  in  regard  to 
**  religion,  which  the  bifhop  would  fain  have  kt 
''  right.  For  fuppofing  them  to  intend  a  more 
**  general  cenfure  of  our  poet's  manners,  how  are 
**  they  to  be  reconciled  with  thofe  profcffions,  in 
««  Atterbury's  letters,  of  loving  him  as  well  as 
"  efleeming  him,  of  having  loved  and  valued  him 
**  ever  (ince  he  knew  him,  &c  ?"  In  anfwer,  it 
may  be  faid,  that  this  interpretation  might  be  ad- 
mitted, if  Atterbury,  in  every  other  refpeft,  had 
been  uniform  and  confident;  but  as  we  know 
what  he  profeiTed,  and  how  he  a6led,  in  public 

life, 


life,  fudi  contradidioiM  in  hit  ptivitte  ciumClef 
^  may  alfii  be  expcAcd*    See  die  kft  paragimph'  of* 
letter  cxix,  p.  103. 

•  I      p.  41, note,  line  thelaft,  for '<^c>**reeil'*M7£i'* 
•i^—  p.  jz,  notch  4.    For  *«  Swift,  in-  z  ktter  to 

««  Pope,"  read  "  Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Swift." 

*  « ■  p»77»  note.  In  January  1732-3,  the  earlof  Eflex 
was  a^led,  by  their  majefties  command,  for  the 
benefit  of  Mrs.  Porter,  being  the  firft  time  of  her 
appearing  on  the  ftage  after  her  misfbitune.  She 
performed  ilie  pMt  ^  queen  Elizabeth,  but  was 
obliged  to  ufe  a  cane.  At  her  reqneft,  Mr.  Don* 
combe  drew  up  an  epilogue  for  her,  from  mimites 
of  her  own  writing*  She  was  highly  pleafad  with 
it,  and  faid,  **  it  fully  expreHed  her  fentiments.*' 
However,  it  was  not  fpoken.  The  manager  pro- 
bably  did  not  reliih  i^  on  a  double  account,  i.  be» 
caufe  there  was  no  obfcenity  in  it;  and  s*  as  it 
frankly  owned  the  decay  of  their  fiageu  Mrs.  P. 
apologifed  for  her  not  fpeaking  it  in  a  very  genteel 
and  grateful  letter ;  and  Mr»  Southcme  faid,  <«  he 
**  was  forry,  on  her  account,  it  was  nor  fpoken, 
^'  as,  he  was  fare,  it  would  have  done  her  credit.*' 
From  a  MS.  **  letter  of  Mr.  Duncombe  to  the 
«  rev.  Mr.  Bunce.'* 

■  ■        p.   154.   1.  penult.    Erafe  the  comma  after 

"  prifMum." 
Append,  p.  XXV,  1.  2.    Read  **  polyfyllaMe«.'* 
"  Sheet  e,  &c.  arc  paged  wrong. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  52,  9ote,  1.  I.    For  "  W'  read  "  w'» 
— *•  p.  1391  note  •,  1.  7.    — •  "  150"  —  "  ij8." 
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LETTERS,      &c. 

L  ]§  T  T  E  R  CXLVIII. 
Archbiifaop  Herrino  to  Mr«  Dukcom^e* 

i)BAft  SlR«        Lambeth-houfe,  April  i8,  1752. 

JHLS  the  author^  chofe  to  convely  the  in- 
clofed  ^  to  me  by  your  hand^  I  dcfire  to 
retum  it  to  hifti  the  fame  Way,  but  upon 
condition  that  you  give  him  my  fiocere 
dianks  for  the  perufal  of  it.  It  iias  given 
me  prodigious  pleafure,  and  I  have  but 

*  Ifaac  dawkiDs  Browrie,  efq;  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Wenlock  in  Shropfhire. 

f  The  manufcrlpt  copy  of  De  ammi  immortalitaie^ 

Vo^,  III.  B  one. 
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Ope,  or  perhaps  two,  reafons  for  forbearing 
tfie  flrbhgeft  encomium.  I  wiih  to  God 
Lucretius  had  had  fo  good  a  fubjeA^  and 
fo  much  at  his  heart  1 

The  author^  intentidns  ^  do  me  honouF, 
and  I  am  proud  of  being  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity,  as  a  friend  to  fuch  doArine  fo 
explained  and  illuminated. 

Dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

THO.  CANTUAR. 


LETTER    CXLIX. 

Mr.  DuNcoMBE  to  Mr.  Richardson  -f-. 

DEAR  SIR,  Frith-llrect.  Nov.  18,  1752. 

\L/N'my  enquiry  at  Mn  Vaillant's,  I  find 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Rev.  Mr,  Stin* 

*  Of  infcribing  it  to  his  grace. 

f  To  this  great  '<  mafter   of  the  heart/'    this 
Shak^fpear  of  romance,  who,  ia  the  words  of  the 

Rambler, 
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lira,  who  tranflatcd  your  Clariffa  into" 
Dutch,  was  author  of  t^ie  little  book  1 
mentioned  to  you,  entitled,  **  A  paf^oral 
*'  letter  ^gain.ft  f^naticifm/*  defigned  to 
confute  the  extravagant  preteniiqns  of  count 
Zinzendorflf  and  his  deluded  followers,  dif- 
tinguiljijed  by  the  name  of  .Moravians* 

This  traft  is  yet  but  litt;le  knowiiin^Eft-' 
gland ;  it  was  writen  originally  in  I^utcl}^ 
and  h^s  biew  tranHated  into  French ;  w^i?^ 
Sher  by  t\\^  author  himfelf,  or  fppae  othpr 
l^jipd,  1  know  not ;  but.thj?  extrafts  froyi 
the  count's  ferm-qnj^  and  thf?  hymivS|  axe 
piijtited  in  Dutch  only. 

Rambler,  **  taught  the  paffions  to  move  at  the  com* 
**  maod  of  virtap»"  i^e  graces  may  hefy^ifp  J^ave 
unveiled  nature,  and  while  our  language  lifts,  ^ 
tafle  and  fenf^bility  re(^ain,  the  madne/is  of  Clemen- 
tina in  particttlaf  will  be  as  jmuch  admired  and  felt 
as  that  of  Lear.  jAnd  let  it, be  remembered,  th;it  the 
vircufV  which  Richardfon  drew,  he  jcoplpd  from  his 
own  heiu't,  the  benevoleac^  which  he  inculcated  he 
conflantly  pradlifed  .in  its  fuUeil  extent.  lie  died 
July  4,  1761,  aged  73. 

B  2  However^ 
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However,  it  has  not  efcapcd  the  norioe 
of  his  grace  of  Canterbury  ;  who  has  read 
and  mentioned  it  to  fome  of  his  friends 
with  the  approbation  it  fo  jufHy  defer ves. 
Nay  more^  h.e  is  endeavouring  to  get  it 
tranliated  into  Englilh  as  a  very  ufefui 
work  *.  Mr.  Stinflra  certainly  can  be  no 
ftranger  to  the  character  of  this  excellent 
prelate  >  yet  I  cannot  hdp  juft  obferving, 
that  no  man,  in  fo  high  a  ftation,  was  ever 
lefs  elevated  with  it,  more  communicative, 
'  or  elaifier  of  accefs. '  He  fpends  his  large  re- 
venue in  hofpitality,  and  works  of  benefi- 
cence ;  and  is  ready  to  relieve  worthy  ob- 
jed^  of  every  denomination,  when  pro- 
perly *  recommended      In.ihovt^   he  is  a 

^  It  was  accordingly  tranflated  by  Mr*  BLimias. 
Id  the  preface,  notice  is  taken  of  five  fermons,  preach- 
ed by  Mr.  Stinftra,  in  defence  of  liberty  of  con<> 
fcience  and  toleration,  and  afterwahis printed  in  Dutch. 
Strange  it  is,  that  the  enthafiafm,  blafpheroy,  and  ob- 
fcenity  of  the  Moravians  fhould  have  an  advocate  in 
a  work  of  fach  acknowledged  merit  as  the  *f  Biogra- 
**  phia  Britannica.'^  But  Tee  <*  count  ZinzendorfF's 
♦«  life"  in  the  "  Supplement,"  p.  ?i4- 

frienci 
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friend  to  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all 
mankind.  With  thefe  qualities  it  would 
be  ftrange  indeed  if  he  was  not  efteemed 
and  beloved  by  all  parties.  The  lovers  of 
liberty  abroad  may  envy  the  happinefs  of 
the  church  of  England  under  his  mild  and 
prudent  diredion,  Hqw  much  then  do 
we  owe  to  that  great  man  *,  (the  **  keeper 
•*  of  the  king's  confqiencc>"  as  our  laws,  I 
thinlf,  ftyle  him,)  who  firft  introduced 
and  recommended  Dr.  Herring  to  his  ma- 
jefty! 

I  hope  yoq  will  gratify  the  impatience 
of  the  public  with  your  new  work^f-  j  and 
am. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  aflfedtionate  friend  and  fervant, 

W.  DUNCOMBE. 

*  Lord  chanceUor  Hardvvicke. 

f  The  hiilory  of  Sir  Charles  Grandifon. 

♦LETTER 
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*  L  E  T  T  E  R    CL. 
Mr.  Richardson  to  MUs  Hxgkmore  -f> 

Loncto^f  Jan.  3»»  «7S4* 
— "  More  geere  than  fwans^  more  fools  than  wife*'— « 

W  AS  not  this  a  line  in  your  copy-book 
fifteen  ye^rs  ago,  as  it  was  in  mine,  fifty  ? 
Wonder  you  then,  that  there  are  more  Sir 
Hargrave  PoUexfens,  than  Sir  Charles 
Grandifons?  , 

"  Jffurance  to  contemn  ?*'  Why  fo  com- 
plaifant  to  the  Sir  Hargravcs  ? 

"  Much  admired  by  ladies  more  amia- 
**  ble  than  Cantillon,  or  lady  Betty  Wil- 
«  liams  herfelf !"  I  don't  know  that.  Thofe 
two  ladies  might  have  appeared  in  a  better 
light,  had  not  a  Harriot,  brought  up  by 

*  Now  Mrs.  J.  Duncombe. 

a  Mrs. 
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a  Mrs;  Shirley  and  a  Mrs.  Selbf ,  herfelf 
an  excellent  yet  then  a  fprightly  girl, 
been  to  give  an  account  of  them  to  thcfe 
venerable  ladjes.  But  it  is  a  charming  par- 
tiality that  my  girl  is  culpable  (I  will  not 
^^79  guilty)  of,  when  fhe  jirdges  more  fa- 
vourably of  thofe  flie  fees^  than  of  thofe 
flie  rea:d8.  Y^t,-  let  me  tell  you.  Madam, 
that  thofe  ladies,  be  they  who  they  will, 
that  admire  men  of  the  PoUexfen  caft,  muft 
have  a  tinfture  of  the  Cantillon  levity. 
There  is  a  difference,  my  dear  Mifs  H. 
between  bearing  with  men  of  light  charac- 
ters, ^rid  being  diverted  with  them,  and 
approving  of  them.  Oil  will  mingle  with 
oil,  fweet  or  foetid ;  but  cither  will  refift 
the  pureft  water.  And  why  >  You  know 
why.  They  arc  both  of  a  nature,  however 
fweet  the  one,  foetid  the  other. 

Whcrt  I  r^coltedt  fome  of  the  free  things 
I  have  formerly  written  to  my  girl,  I  am  ex- 
tremely angry  with  myfelf.  I  believe  I 
loved  to  blame  rather  than  commend,  feme 
years  ago.  Fie  upon  me,  for  my  ill-nature,  if 

fo— 
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fo— and  vanity  too — fettivig  up  for  a  Men* 
tor,  when  I  was  but  a  Momus.  But  do  I 
grow  better-natured,  and  fee  clearer,  as  I 
grow  older  ?  I  congratulate  myfelf  upon 
that,  if  I  do.  What  admirable  obfervati- 
ons  you  make  on  the  confequence  it  is  for 
young  perfons  to  be  thrown  early  into  good 
and  improving  company !  I  had  a  good 
mind  to  tranfcribe  every  word  you  write 
on  this  fubjedt,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  let 
it  pafs  for  my  own.  What  a  poor  creature 
was  I  at  your  age  !  And  you  were  always 
fo  good  ;  were  you  not  ?  Yet  I  to  endea- 
vour formerly  to  turn  beauties  into  blemi- 
ihes ;  and  all  the  time,  egregious  felf-de- 
cciver  !  imagining  that  I  loved  to  commend 
ra.ther  than  blame.  Lovelace,  I  remember, 
told  me  once,  even  Lovelace,  that  **  young 
•*  women  were  more  in  danger  from  their 
•*  companions  and  dependents  of  their  own 
"  fcx,  than  from  the  wiles  of  men/*  You, 
from  a  purer  mind,  have  improved  the  ob- 
fcrvation,  as  might  be  expefted  from  z 
mind  fo  incomparably  more  pure. 

But, 
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But,  though  I  love  you  for  your  dbariQr- 
when  you  iftfer  from  preinifes  very  l^u*. 
dablc,  that  we  Aiould  make  greiat' allow- 
ances -in  crrots  not  ^ofely  immoraJ^  for 
thofe  who  have  tiot  had  the  beoefit  of  heifOg 
accuflomed  in  tiieir  youth  to  good  and  im« 
proving  company,  I  cannot  allow  of  the 
abatement  you  mention  to  be  m*de>  of  the 
merit  of  thofe  who  have  had  '*  better*'  op- 
portuniti^,  and  improved  by  them.  I  wili 
not,  m  jr  dear  Mils  H.  allow  of  your  "  lcvcl> ' 
in  order  to  bring  down  to  a  ^^  fiate  of  na« 
*'  tureV  thofe  who  pwe  their  •*  merit  to 
*'  adiooB  that  are  the  confequences  of  faabi* 
*'  tual  virtue^''  Let  us  judge  of  merit. nd 
demerit,  as  they  appear  to  us,  from  wbat^: 
ever  Iburoetbey  fpring  ^  and  not,  my  dear 
£hild,  thiiik  at  ^^  aflurance''  to  *'  oontepm'' 
the  contem^nible^  We  ihflll  theneaooi^ 
rag^  merit,  (too  apt  to  be  defpifed  by  fucb^ 
in  OfdfSf  to  bring  it  down  to  their  owa  le- 
vel) and  ihame  (and,  through  iharae,  have 
achuce  to  amend)  the  faulty,  and  make 
(hem  afpire  to  be  a>eafured.by  the  ilandard 
of  the  others.  It  is  not  to  be  im^gmnd 
.  Vol.  III.  C  what 
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what  it  is  in  the  power  of  women  to  do  in 
this  particuFar ;  efpecially  of  thofe  who  are 
amiable  in  perfon,  and  have  a  reputation 
for  good  fenfe.  Often  have  I  fecn  a  cox- 
comb, who  fe«  out  with  all  the  confidence 
of  a  laughing  Sir  Hargrave,  flirink  into 
himfeif,  merely  at  the  reproving  eye,  and 
reftrained  fmile,  of  a  young  lady  of  judg- 
ment ;  and  particularly,  if  ihe  h^  had  the 
addrefs  to  turn  round  on  the  fpot,  and  di- 
{linguifli,  by  her  fmiling  familiarity,  another 
man  in  company  with  whom  ihe  had  reafon 
to  be  better  pleafed.  No  vaiil  woman  can  be 
more  fond  of  admiration,  than  men  of  this 
4}aft.  Let  them  be  confcious  of  a  judici- 
<mily-given  difappointment,  and  no  men 
are  fnch  nothings.  The  fenfible  woman  who 
laughs  mtb  the  creature  flie  ihould  laugh  «/, 
•debafes  h^rfelf ;  puts  herfelf  on  a  level 
»with  him.  But  this  is  the  judgment — ^To 
avoid  fupercilioufnefs,  and  being  <^  really" 
prudifli  (no  matter  for  the  afperfion)  in 
the  corrcftion  (he  looks ;  for  a  look  will 
give  it.  I  am  fpeaking  of  a  fenlible  wo- 
.  man,   you  know  !— Such  women,  fcorcs 

Qf 
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of  which^  I  was  going  to  fay,  I  have  the 
happinefs  to  know. 

**  The  admonitions  of  parents  can  never 
**  have  the  efFeft  on  young  minds^  that  the 
**  examples  of  perfons  near  their  own  age 
*^  can  produce  ;  and  reafons  why  it  mull 
^^  be  fo^  are  obvious  and  natural  enough/* 
Never  J  Mifs  H!    Where  the  parents  are 
companionable  to  their  children,  and  can 
allow  for  the  foibles  of  youth :  fuch  as 
your%  fuppofe  ?    Where  the  children  zx^ 
reafonable,    and  have  no  points  in  view 
which  they  are  alhamed  to  own  ? — What ! 
neveTj  Mifs  H ! — ^And  are  there  not  fuch 
cafes  ? — Cannot  there  be  fuch  open-hearted 
frank  girls  as  Harriot,  where  there  is  a 
Mrs.  Shirley  or  Mrs^  Selby  ? — Unhappy 
that  there  are  not  more  fuch  indulgent  pa* 
'  rents,  and  fuch  undifguifedly-minded  chil- 
dren !  How  **  obvious*'  foever  the  reafon 
for  what  you  fay  is,  there  cannot  be  a 
more  dangerous  doftrine  propagated  among 
young  people,    than  that  which  fprings 
from  an  allowance  of  this'  nature.    And  I 
C  2  hav4 
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huTC  therefore  ta^en  notice  iq  prifit,  ^^^ 
young  people^  in  certain  cafes^  fhould  no- 
ver  be  (determined  by  the  adviqe  of  young 
peopie ;  iiind  kaft  of  all  by  that  of  thofe 
who  axe  in  die  fatn^  circumilances  with 
thcmfelves.  **  It  is  not^',  I  have  fiud, "  what 
f'jrw  would  do^  Sally,  Sykey,  ,&c  verc  you 
!•*  in  my  cafe,  but  what  cugbt  to  be  done.'*  I 
know  that  your  obfervatiori  i$  rather  owi^ig 
fo  faa$  than  ji^ftice.  But  we  wil}  not,  ^ 
you  i^afe,  too  readily  fi^ve  up  j^uftice  to 
jfafb,  left  we  fifpyld  make  cuftom  a  law) 
where  it  wcmld  be  of  general  ule  to  applaiu} 
the  ^  exception,'*  and  to  endeavour  to  wea- 
yxn  the  force  of  the  faulty  ;^*  rule/* 

Give  me  l/cavf  ]U>  fay,  that  I  intended 
more  by  fetting  in  ftrong  ligh|ts  the  fnuik- 
nefs  of  Harriot's  cl^arader,  in  one  of  the 
inoft  delicftte  circuniilances  of  female  lifc^ 
and  thie  fwoet-tetppered  indulgence  of  goo4 
Miftrefles  Shirley  and  Selby,  (a^d  Mr.  Sel- 
by  too,  odd  as  he  is,  and  nearer  to  the  cJia- 
ra£ber  of  common  men^)  than  what,  at  firft 
^ight,  may  be  thoueht  of,  on  a  curTory  read- 
ings 
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ing.  What,  do  you  think>  I  have  had  the 
confidence  to  answer  to  the  prefling  inftan« 
ces  of  two  perfons,  for  whom  I  have  great 
honour,  that  I  would  begin  a  new  piece  ? 
*^  That  1  would  think  of  doing  fo,  when  I 
^^  had  reafon  to  believe,  th^  the  many  <le* 
**  licate  fituadons  that  this  laft  piece,  as 
*^  welt  as  Clarifla,  abounded  with,  were  ge- 
^^  nerally  underftood  and  attended  to.** 
What  a  duce,  muft  a  man  be  always  wri- 
ting, (what  diough  he  has  the  good  fortune 
to  pleaie  thofe  who  want  not  his  inftruc* 
dons)  without  hope  of  amending  the  incon- 
fideratei  •  .  .  .  . 

.  Remind  me,  my  dear  Mils  H«~-But  I 
have  no  room  to  fey  of  what — nor  to  add 
more,  than  that  I  am. 

Your  fincere  admirer, 
patenial  friend,  and  humble  fervant, 
S-  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CLL 

Mr,  DuNCOMBE  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stinstra. 

Inclofcd  in  a  letter  by  Mr.  Richardfon. 

London»  June  14,  17 Si* 

.  .  ,  .  X  HKprcfentarchbilhop  of  Can- 
terbury, while  preacher  to  the  fociety  of 
Lincoln's  inn^  had  a  courfe  of  excellent 
fcrmons  on  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
the  Lord's  Prayer.  His  few  printed  dif- 
courfcs  were  preached  on  public  occafions, 
and  arc  all  out  of  print  *• 

1 .  Mr.  Browne's  poem,  De  animi  immorta- 

Uiati^  is  applauded  here  by  the  beft  judges. 

rj  J  Mr.  Balguy  has  been  dead  fome  years. 

[•  i  His  ibn,  a  clergyman  of  learning  and  ge- 

1 . 1  *  They  were  colleded  and  publiihed  by  Mr.  Dun- 

'    •  iombe,  in  one  volume  oQavo,  in  1763.    There  arc 

fevea  of  them. 

niuSj 


i 
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nius,  was  lately  a  fellow  pf;St,  John's  col- 
^g^y  Cambridge*. 

Mr.  D.  is  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  book 
of  **  practical  morals'*  as  Mr.  Stirtftra 
feems  to  dcfire,  is  not  at  all  wantted  in  £n«- 
gland. 

The  *' moral  difcourfes"  l?y  Tillotfon 
and  Clarke  cannot,  perhaps,  be  paralleled 
by  any  thing  among  the  ancients  for 
ftrengjth  and  perfpicuity. 

WoUafton's  <*  Religion  of  natute  deli- 
"  ncated"  is  an  admirable  work,  though  his 
main  pillar  feems  too  weak  to  fupportfuch 
a  fabric* 

Dr.  Foftcr  ^'  on  religious  and  focial  dij- 
•*  ties'*  muft  not  be  omitted.  The  prayers 
at  the  end  are  rational  and  fublime.  It  is 
thought  that  hctieftroyed  his  health  by  too 
fclofe  an  application  to  this  work.     His  dc- 

*  Pr.  Balgny  is  now  archdeacon  of  Winchcfter. 

fence 


s 
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fence  of  tJte  chriftkn  revdation^  in  anfwer 
to  '^  Chriftianity  as  old  as  the  creation^"  is 
worthy  of  the  fubjeft* 

Fordyce's  "  Elements  of  moral  philofo- 
'•  phy***  is  a  rriaftcr-piece  both  for  reafon 
and  eloquence. 

Grove's  fyftcm  of  ^^  moral  philofophy*' 
IS  the  fubftance  of  leftures,  which  he  read 
to  his  pupils^  for  he  kept  an  academy. 
The  additional  chapters  by  Mr.  Ahiory^ 
("now  living)  fcem  not  inferior  to  the  ori- 
ginal. 


•  Firft  publifhcd  tn  the  ••Preceptor.''  Mr.  David 
Fordyc6»  who  was  profefior  of  philoTophy  in  the  nia-^ 
riihal  college  of  Aberdeeo,  was  alfo  aothor  of  ••  di» 
**  alogues  on  education^"  and  ••  Theodoras,  a  dia- 
•*  logue  concerning  the  art  of  preaching.*'  The  laft 
was  pabU&ed  after  his  antimely  deaah  in  175s  by  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Jamet  Fordyce. 
Retarning  from  a  toar  through  feveral  parts  of  Eu- 
rope,  the  profeflbr  lod  his  life,  in  its  full  pra8)e»  b/ 
a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Holland. 

Mr. 


k 


I  *7  ^ 
Mr.  6fd¥t  #^  tid^MTs  iit^tMUt  tfUn  a 
Wnni  bid  "^Bmpm.  "Be  ^  Mtib 
'niiich  kh^^  ^a  'adthired  '(WMdh  m^  'fhb 
'{HMe  mii^  ^  H^  <a«kf^  tb  tie.  Ttm 
are  foifr.W  ipmtm'^  ft  *bc  VSfth  **'- 
4iime^rittte'l^hrm,  #h«ivtttybtAlg. 

17is  ebllif^Soii  ^  ftmdi/is  a,  ^Ife^  'eSr* 
t^nefit.  And^  i^&h  leife  ^hote^  lie  tkj^t 
to  be  numbered  with  our  fineft  writers. 

^  Nolblier  jil^»  on  (He  di^lijrbf  bimum  Mture» 

and  6359  on  tke. improveahle  £iailties  of nhe  ^ibiil« 
By  thefe  papcn^  Mr^  Grote  fliewed  himielf  well  ac- 
qaain£edWith  the  Ibvety  and  gteiieroas  aflfe^on^  0^ 
die  haman  ibiiU  aa  well  a<  iti  forprifiDg  dignity  W3 
large  capacities  for  happinefs,  which  he  has  tiptt" 
HnxffA  In  a  niinaer  fittbiirfpiniittireidetaWrtfa  a 
fiiODg  cooc(fra  to  ad  apart  aafweraMf'geacfOBa  aad 
Doble^  The  laft  of  th^fe  papers  was  ^ ahliflied  i^  the 
diredionof  Dr.  Oibfon,  biihop  of  London,  in  aa 
excellent  Creadfe,  entided  **  The  eridcnces  of  the 
**  Chriftian  religion/'  by  Jofeph  Addifon^  efq^  12** 

"  Motgraf^  Britaaaica,''  v61.  ir^  Ip.  ^44$. 

Vol.  III.  D  Htttchef^n 
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Hutcheibn  is  noc  to  be  fet  oa  a  Itvel  with 
the  foregping  .writers,  though  he  has  fome 
excellent  things  ^  but  he  founds  virtue  on 
inftin£b  rather  than  reafon^  which  may  give 
occafion  to  dangerous  miftakes.  Some  let- 
ters pafled  between  him  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
Burnet  (a  fon  of  the  bifhop)  on  this  fubjeft  -, 
in  which  Mr.  D.  thinks  the  latter  had  much 
the  better  of  the  argument.  They  are  in 
print. 

Morality  juftly  complains  of  fuch  treache- 
rous friends  as  Hume  and  Bolingbroke,  but 
•fmiles  on  thcfe  her  genuine  fons,  and  de- 
lights to  enroll  with  them  the  name  of  licr 
Stinftra. 

To  that  pious  and  learned  divine  Mr.  D. 
wiflies  health  and  fpirits,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  profecute  and  finifh  his  laudable 
cITays. 

P.  S.  To  the  authors  already  mentioned, 
mi^t  have  been  added  Cumberland  de  legibus 

LETTER, 
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LETTER  'GLIL 
D6tch.  Dowager  of  Somerset*  toMrs.  • 


I 
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AM  ferry,  good  Mrs,  7-r-^..io,find 
th^t  your  iUnefs  feems  rather  to  incrcafe. 
than  diminifli.ji  yet  the  difpofition  of  mind^ 
with  whk^  you.receivc  this  painfpldifpcn-, 
iation^  feems  ; to.  convert  your  fulFcrings 
into  a  bleiliog :  while  y.ou.iefign  to  th^  will 
of  GoDinfo^padentamanncr,  this  difeafe, 
feeois  only  the  chai^fenrient  of  a  wife  and 
merciful  JBeii^g,'  who  chafteneth  no);  forhi/s, 
own  pleafirre,'  but  for  our  profit.  :  Were  I. 
not  convinced  of  this  .gre^  truths  I  fear  I. 
muft  long  fince  have  funk  under  the  bur-. 
dcp  of  ibrrow,.  which  Gop  faw  fit  to  wean 
my  fooliflh  heart  fron>  this  vain  worlds 
and  (hew  me^  how  litde  all  the  grandeur  and 
riches  of  it  avail  to  hapgineis.    He  gave 

*  See  vol.  11}  letter  cxxiii,  note  f  • 

D2  ihc 


me  a  fon*,  who  promifed  all  that  the  fonr' 
deft  wi{h^  f^  thf;  fc^ndpA  paifents  a>uld 
hope  I  an  honour  to  his  family,  an  orna- 
incnt  t9.  I^  eptv^i  w^h  ^  h^^  early 
attached  to  all  the  duties  of  religion  and 
iociety,  with  the  advantage  of  ftrong  and 
uninterrupted  healthy  jo^ied  to  a  fornix 
w^ich,  when  l>e  came  into  Italy,  made 
I\irn  mpre^nerally  k^own  by  the  name  of 
the  **  J^D^hUi  j&ngeV'^  tiian  by  that  of  his 
family,  t  know,  this  account  mjiy  look 
like  a  mother's  foridne^ ;  perhaps  it  was  too 
much  fo  onc&:  but  alas !  It  liow  only  ferves 
to  fliew  the  uncertainty  and  frailty  of  all 
human  dependence.  This  juftly  belo?ed 
child  vas  fiiatched  from  us beforewe couM 
hear  of  his  illnefs :  that  fktal  difeafe,  the 
dnal|-pox,  feize4,himat  Bofogna,  ahd  car- 
ried him  off  the  evening  of  his'birth-day  -f , 
op  which  he  liad  completed  nineteen  years^ 
T^wo  pofts  befbre,  I  had  a  letter  from  him, 

*  Lord  yiftount  Boattchinip.    Spc  ?oK  ii,  letter 
epn^  p.  i66. 


f  Septonber  II,  1744* 

written 


op<5  c^,  fi:otn  n^  ^jSiiAei^go^^Qt*,  to. 
afcpi^pt  his  xin^^yrf&^^^h^i^hllt, 

and  lu^  qf.  ly^  declini^fge,  Hf  Um. 
the.  ftcpHc  like  A  ^>i%  fW'i  %?fV  »  9i*°^^!f 

v^  ^t  mmg  m^^R^L  *?Kf^  w?  *5 

¥^  by  ^p  a^&  cph^iw^-^l^jyad.  \ong  l^, 

^  h^{s  ^(),  ^hf7^  b^.  i^  means  mfup 
portable  at  prefent :  T,  r^^  fy^  ^  hm;, 
guid  ftate  of  wes^klJjcfi,  Y^'^k  ^"^^^  117 
0efh  ^d.  ocMifuxne*  o^  ^j^.  !^  %  g^tle 

*  Mr.  (after«vardt  Dr.)  Dalton  «mu  tvtor  to  lotd 
Beauchamp,  but  the  **  Sapplcffleat  to  iika  Biogra- 
**  phical  DiAiooary"  (puUiflied  in  1767)  Uj», "  ii 
<•  ba4  ftite  of  hjcalc^  pr^reateil  ^im  Ufflfft  att^iag 
"  his  pupil  OB  bis  travels  abroad,  and  Taved  him  the 
"  fflonification  of  beiogan  eye^witoeft  of  hit  death," 

t  Algernon  dgke  of  SenwHet  died  Febrwarjr  7, 
1749-50. 

decay. 
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d^cay,  than  any  frightful  fiiffering,  and  am 
{pending  thofe  'remains  of  "'nature  which 
werd  alnioft  ckhauftcd  in  conrinOed  care 
and  anxidtjr  for  the  fuffcrings  of 'a  perfon 
dearer  to  mc  thaft*  to  inyfelf.  My  daugh- 
ter*', vrlio  i^  very*  good'  to  irifc',  has  fciit 
nie  hcryrfufigeftlbn-f-,  jultturttibd^of  four 
years  old,  td  irtiufer  me  in  irtyfolitudc,'  bte- 
caufe  he^is  a  ^grcat' favourite 'of  mine,  ahd- 
fliews  a  grfcat  (fcaJ  of  his  uhdc's  dilpofition," 
and  ibmi  fehtflikenefe  of  Ks  'pidbh,  -It 
is  high  tlmt  tb  f eleafe  you  ftoth  To  long  a 
letter,  but  diere  are  fomcfdtijeafs  on  which 
my  tears  and 'fJen  know'  not  'how  to  ftop 
when  they  btJgiit  to  fl6w.  "* 

i  1  tol,  dear  Mad^m," 

Tour  firiccVely  affcdibfiate' friend, 

F.  SOMERSEr, 

1     . .    .  ,     .1      .  .    . .     • 

•  The  counVefs  (now  dulchcfs)  of  *Northiimber. 

land."  '■''"'   ^ 

K    ,.  ... 

t  Now  lord  Algernon  Percy. 
•  •  »■ 

* LETTER 
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^LETTER    CLUI. 
£ad  of  CaRK£  *  to  Mr.  DaNcoMBE; 

LincoInVinn-fields*  Sept*  14*  1754. 

±  Received,  dear  Sir,  your  "  tranflation  of 
**  Horace**  'f.  You  have  my  approbation, 
and,  I  dare  fay,  you  will  have  the  appo^ 
bation  of  good  judges.  Your  notes  are  ex- 
cellent, and  therefore  I  wilh  them  enlarged* 
I  think,  there  cannot  be  too  many  notes 
on  Horace.  I  even  love  to  fee  fancies  and 
conjeftures  on  fuch  an  author.  I  own,  I 
have  indulged  myfclf  much  in  fuppofitions, 
and  perhaps  unwarrantable  inventions,  when 
I  have  read  him,  or  any  other  favourite  elaf- 
fie :  moft  of  them,  however,  are  in  the  fire. 
Of  late,  I  have  paffed  all  the  Kttle  feifure  I 
could  fpare  in  reading  Addifon's  "  travels.^ 
I  react  them  long  ago :  they  difappointed 

•  Sec  vol.  ii,  letter  xcv,  note  •* 

f  Book  i,  fatire  6.    On  true  nobility. 
'  me 
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me  then ;  they  difappoint  me  (till.  The 
%le  b  itil^  tfiTagfeeafble,  knd  t^me.  They 
were  written  in  his  early  days.  I  wifli  he 
liadp«t»Bdl^heriiiAhisIaf(fft.  He  is  the 
glory  of  our  £ngli(h  writers  ^  but  there  are 
l|)eck^hi'thefail. 

By  what  means  I  luiow  not,  a  very  beau- 
tiful Engliih  ode  ^  has  been  lately  dropped 
here.  It  is  certainly  your  fen*s.  He  is  a 
prophet,  as  well  as  a  poet,  and  forefees  the 
plan  which  I  intend  to  purfue.  But  he  has 
adorned  it  with  poeticsd  decorations^  to  ful- 
^thc  ^Hibet  audendi^  and  to  convince 
me  of  the  pardality  of  a  friend. 

The  charadcr  of  being  fingular  atiud  it: 
ierved  may  terrify  a  young  man  ;  but  after 
forty,  all  thofe  fears  are  over.  I  was  much 
in  the  great  world  at  the  beginning  of  my 
life  ;  fo  much,  that  I  have  defpifed  it,  ever 
fince  I  have  arrived  at  years  of  rcflcftion. 

•  ^*  To  the  Genius  of  Italy.*'  See  DodOey's 
.*•  poems,'*  vol.  vi,  p.  ^3# 

My 
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My  conftitution  was  never  ftrDng.  I  am 
really  thainkful  that  it  was  notfo.  My 
health  is  a  true,  and  no  very  iridbme,  ex- 
cufe,  to  avoid  thofe  fcenes,  that  would  hurt 
my  body^  and  offend  my  mind.  Convert 
fation,  unlefs  very  good,  is  to  me  detcfta- 
ble.  The  idlenefs  of  coffce-houfcs,  where 
heretofore  I  have  whikd  away  fo  many 
hpurs,  is  now  defpicable  and  dangerous. 
The  profeflbrs  of  party  are  either  the  fub- 
deft  knaves,  or  the  weakcft  fools.  The 
clergy,  in  general,  very  unworthy  of  their 
calling.  Can  you  wonder  then  that  I  le^ve^ 
my  native  country  ?  I  have  long  been  con- 
certing this  fcheme.  Till  now,  I  could  not 
bring  it  to  bear.  Such  valuable  and  ef- 
teemed  friends  as  you,  my  chaplain,  Mr. 
Jeflrcys  *,  and  fome  others,  I  leave  with 

*  See  vol.  11,  letter  xcii,  note  J.  On  the  death 
of  this  gentleman,  in  17559  hU  lordibip  exprefled  . 
himfelf  as  foliows  :  "  You  brought  a  tear  or  two  from 
"  me  by  your  account  of  Mr.  Jeffreys.  I  am  truly 
"  forry  he  is  gone,  but  receive  grea^  comfort  by 
<^  hearing  the  manner  of  his  departure.  Ibtegrity 
"  and  elegance  (hone  very  eminenily  in  his  counte- 

VoL.  III.  E  "  nance 
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great  regret.  That  pang  over,  inethinks  I 
go  on.  eagle's  wings  intoTufcan^.  I  want  no 
friendfhips,  for  I  take  my  wife  and  daugh- 
tcr*  with  nac,  I  want  inftrudive  compa- 
nions,  and  in  them  I  fhall  be  very  wary. 
There  is  no  lipping;  no  jarrings  of  the 
£une  kind  in  Italy  as  in  England.  Ours  is 
a  fcene  of  perfonal  feuds  and  private  ani- 
mofides.  Foreigners  perceive  it,  and  laugh 
at  us.  They  are  polite,  and  Jive  at  cafe 
tnth  C4ch  other.  We  ftill  prefcrve  the  Ij- 
|>erty  and  manners  of  the  ancient  Qritons  i 
.to  be  rude  and  to  quarrel  among  our^ 
felvesf. 

The  town  is  a  dcfert.     Even  the  coijrt  is 
thin  at  Kenfmgton.    In  a  fortnight  the 

"  Dance  and  manners.  His  age  attradled  veneration. 
"  He  moved  and  fpoke  thegencleman.  I  (hall  honour 
^*  his  name  and  memory  as  long  as  I  live  ;  fo  will 
*«  ercry  one  who  knew  him." 

•  Lady  Lucy  Boyle,  now  vifcountcfs  Torrington. 

t  Ofthitth^next  ktW  majr  be  <;onfidcrcd  as  a 
pa}inpd^, 

King 
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king  retarns^  though  I  cannot  look  upon 
his  rcfidencc  as  out  of  town.  With  him 
will  appear  blue  garters,  and  a  numerous 
train  of  people,  "  who  ftrut  their  hour 
'^  upon  the  ftage,  and  then  are  heard  no 
"  more."  I  have  filled  this  paper  to  (hew 
you,  that  my  heart  is  full  of  you,  and  I 
am  in  thefe  (were  they  the  laft)  moments 
of  my  departure,  to  you,  and  to  my  name- 
i^ke^  a  true  and  faithful  fervant, 

CORKE* 


LETTER  CLIV. 

Earl  of  CoRKE  to  Mr.  Doncombe. 

Marignollcf,  July  i8,  1755. 

Your  kind  letter,  dear  Sir,   Ihould 
have  been  fopner  anfwered  by  me,  if  a 

*  His  lordfhip  left  Londcui  September  20,  and 
arrived  at  Florence  Oflobcr  23. 

t  MarigQolle  is  one  of  the  .pleafantell  fituations 

which  the  environs  of  Florence  afford.     Some  of  the 

E  a  windows 
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gouty  winter,  and  an  unhealthy  ^hg>  had 
not  rendered  my  correfpondcnce  irkfome, 
becaufc  it  muft  have  been  iplaintive.  I 
judge  of  my  friends  by  myfelf,  and  there- 
fore would  at  Icaft  hide  from  them  all  com- 
plaints  'till  endrelyover;  well  knowing 
what  the  heart  feels  on  thefc  occafions. 
The  heat  of  Italy  is  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged i  fo  ought  the  cold  to  be :  yet  I 
have  feldom  heard  it  mentioned.  Being 
perfeftly  idle,  I  have  kept  a  diary  of  the 
weather,  and  it  would  amaze  you  to  fee  the 
account  from  December  to  the  middle  of 
May,     The  uncertainty  of  the  weather  was 

windows  of  the  honfe,  in  whicb  his  lordihip  reflded, 
commaod  a  view  of  the  antient  Fiezole,  the  refflaini 
of  which  moalder  on  the  fummit  of  a  rery  high  hili, 
inconvenient  for  want  of  water,  mod  beaatif al  in  point 
of  profpe^l.  That  Etrurian  city  was  enlarged  by  Sylla 
the  didatof.  The  renowned  triomvirate^OdlaviaSy  An- 
cony,  and  Lepidos,  improved  it :  it  was  then  called 
Florentia,  and  when  removed,  for  the  acquiiition  of 
water,  "  Fluentia^  quod  ad  Amifluenta  extruffaJitJ* 
See  lord  Corke's  *^  Letters  from  Italy,**  (lately 
publilhed)  p.  236* 

■       "       ftiU 
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&i\\  more  furprifing  than  the  cold :  we  have 
had  all  kinds  of  feafons  in  a  day.  For  the 
future,  think  better  of  the  fituation  of  our 
own  ifland  than  you  have  done.  I  have 
been  a  terrible  finner  in  my  opinion  of 
England*  'Travelling  has  correfted  and 
<^ned  my  eyes  in  that  particular.  I  re* 
pent,  and  fhall  fin  no  more. 

We  are  fettled  in  a  country-houfe  near 
Florence.  The  fituation  is  high,  the  prof- 
pe6t  pleafant,  and  the  diftance  from  the 
.town  (only  two  miles)  allows  my  daughter 
the  benefit  of  all  her  matters,  which  are 
many  and' excellent  in  their  kind.  Forgive 
the  Florentines  their  morals,  (which  appear 
not  openly  bad  to  ftrangers)  and  they  are  an 
obliging,  civil  people ;  who,  though  with- 
out liberty  themfelvcs,  love  to  fee  inftances 
of  it  in  others ;  fo  that  we  live  here  vety 
much  at  our  eafe,  and  if  not  with  great 
pleafure,  ^t  leaft  not  with  difcontent. 


Count 
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Count  MafFci  *  refides  at  Brefcia.  He  is 
oId»  and  at  prefent  engaged  in  a  contro- 
verfy  on  ecclefiaftical  topics ;  of  which  dif- 
pute  I  can  tell  you  no  particulars,  becaufe 
indeed  I  afked  none.  He  is  little  known  here. 
We  have  fome  men  of  letters  in  Florence 
that  do  honour  to  their  country.  Moll:  of 
them  read  and  underftand  Engliih.  I  was 
amazed  to  End  our  authors  and  language 
in  fuch  high  cfleem  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Let  me  name  fome  of  thefe  literati.  The 
pcrfon  among  them  with  whom  I  have  the 
greateft  friendfhip  is  Dr.  Cochi^  a  moft 
worthy,  learned,  and  ingenious  phyfician. 
He  15  in  himfelf  a  living  library,  and,  has  a 
heart  not  at  all  inferior  to  his  excellent 
head.  He  was  in  Englaiid  with  the  late 
Lord  Huntingdon,    and  fpeaks   Englilh 

*  This  learned  and  polite  wnter,  the  author  of 
MerDpe,  &c.  died  foon  after,  as  Dr.  Warton,  in  his 
*'  Effay  on  the  writings  and  genius  of  Pope,"  pub- 
lillied  in  1758,  on  quoting  a  paflagefrom  him,  %les 
him  <p.  191)  "a  Mate'  acute  fearcher  into  anti- 
"  quiiy,"  and  fays,  •«  his  death  is  juftly  lamented." 

fluently 
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fluently  and  well.  So  does  the  Abbe  Nico* 
linii  who  has  alfo  been  in  Engjbnd,  and  is 
a  man  of  great  family,  of  excellent  fenfe^ 
thorough  knowledge  of  books,  perfons,  and 
things^and  particularly  obliging  and  attached 
to  the  travellers  of  our  nation* .  The  Abbe 
Buondelmonte  is  fuperior  to  mojt,  and  in- 
ferior in  learning  to  none.  My  health  hin- 
dered me  from  attending  the  exercifes  of 
the  Crufcan  academy  laft  winter  ^  a  lofs 
which  I  hope  to  repair  the  next.  There 
Buondelmonte  Ihines.^  There  arc  feveral 
others,  but  I  hare  font  you  a  triumvirate 
not  ea(ily  to  be  paralleled. 

I  fuppofe,  the  winter  has  abounded,  as 
ufual,  in  London,  with  infinite  produSions 
of  wit,  or  what  wiflies  to  be  wit,  but  as  yet  I 
have  fcarce  feen  an  Engliih  book.  I  expeft 
iomefoon ;  aniongft  them  Mr.  Johnfon*s  dic- 
tionary and  Hume's  hiftoryof  Great  Britain. 
The  latter  has  made  a  noife,  te  as  to  faife  the 
curiofity  of  many  here.  After  this  expefted 
parcel,  I  Ihall  fcarce  venture  to  fend  for 
any  more  books,  left  Uiey  fall  a  prey  to  the 

Ga(Iic 
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Gallic  privateers,. who  will  drown  ail  En- 
glifli  books,  as  evil  fpirits  that  ought  to  be 
•laid  in  the  fca.  I  am  forry  that  the  chorus 
of  the  popular  fong  is  Beilay  borrida  beUa. 
As  yet  we  h^ve  gained  fo  -tittle  by  wars, 
that  rny  wiflies  are  all  for  peace ;  but  if  we 
muft  have  ff  war,  let  it  be  ifaarp,  fliort,  and 
decifive.  . 

Your  kindnefs.  will  make  you  glad  to 
Icnow  that  I  am  perfedly  recovered  ;  but  I 
ewe  my  recovery  to  the  heat^  and  not  to 
the  cold,  of  Italy.  The  latter  indeed  was 
too  ftrong  for  me,  and  knocked  mc  down. 
1  am  now  enjoying  the  former,  and,  as  yet, 
think  it  agreeable  as  well  as  wholefome. 
The  ^v^enings  arc  dcli^tfui.  We  gene- 
rally walk  from  eight  to  .<e»,  without  fear 
of  damps,  which,  you  wiU  aUow,  is  a  ax(A 
happy  circumftance. 

Few  books  are  written  here ;  fome  are, 
but  they  are  kxral ;  and  the  Florentines  are 
in  too  decaying  a  ftate  to  produce  any  great 
or  noble  work,  though  they  enjoy  the  fineft 

and 
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and  fome  of  the  rareft  manufcripts  in  the 
world.  The  fcene  of  Florence  is  mclan- 
choly.  The  city  extremely  beautiful,  but 
poverty  and  idlenefs  in  every  ftreet.  The 
ihops  are  Ihut  up  four  or  fix  hours  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  By  that  you  will  judge 
of  their  trade!  Sir  Horace  Mann,  the  king's 
refident  here,  does  great  honour  to  our  na- 
tion. He  lives  nobly,  keeps  an  aflembly 
once  a  wpek,  and  omits  no  civility  pr  a^ 
of  friendfliip  to  his  countrypaen,  or  to  the 
Italians;  fo  that  fcarce  any  minifter  yras 
ever  fo  much  or  fo  juftly  efteemed  and  be- 
loved. 

My  paper  draws  me  to  an  end.  I  will 
finilh  almoft  in  your  own  words :— Objeds, 
when  viewed  near,  Jofe  their  luftre ;  and 
the  admiration,  which  firft  poiiefled  us, 
turns  into  a  kind  of  familiarity,  that  fome* 
times  is  tl\e  parent  of  contempt. 

I  am^  dear  Sir, 
Your  obliged  and  faithful  humble.fervant, 

CORKE. 

Vol.  III.  F  LETTER 
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LETTER    CLV, 

!Earl  of  CoRKE  to  Mr,  DyNcoMBE, 

Florencei  Sept.  I2»  i75j. 

O  U  will  excufe  the  haftc,  dear  Sir»  in 
which  I  write  this  letter,-  when  I  tell  you 
that  I  am  packing  up  my  trunks,  faddling 
my  mules,  and  bridling  my  horfcs  to  re- 
turn to  England*  Bufinefs  calls  me^  and 
inclination  is  very  ready  to  obey  the  call. 
We  Ihall  leave  Florence  on  the  20th,  and 
as  we  go  through  Germany,  inftead  of 
France,  we  may  poffibly  be  five  or  fix 
weeks  on  the  road,  though  we  are  fully 
refolved  to  lofe  no  time  that  our  diligence 
or  health  can  command. 

Our  fummer  now  is  over,  and  therefore 
I  can  aflure  you  that  the  heats  of  Italy  are 
by  no  means  fo  dreadful  as  they  have  gent- 
rally  been  reprefented ;  nor  have  the  clir 
mate,  the  people,  or  the  orofpeftsi  anfwered 

the 
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the  pidures  that  I  have  often  feen  drawn 
of  them.  The  autumn,  (fuch  I  think  the 
preient  ieafon)  is  hitherto  ramy ;  the  mor- 
nings cool,  the  evenings  warm ;  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day  fometimes  fultry.  As  yet 
September  has  been  filled  with  thunder 
and  lightning ;  chiefly  in  the  nights,  al- 
ways violent,  and  often  attended  with  high 
winds 

Mr.  Johnfon's  diftionary  certainly  de- 
ferves  the  thanks  and  general  approbation 
of  the  public.  It  is  a  vaft  undertaking  to 
be  completed  by  one  man.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  it,  not  even  to  read  the 
preface.  Sir  Horace  Mann  leaves  it  con* 
ilantly  on  bis  table,  and  I  now  and  then 
peep  into  it  for  fome  few  minutes,  lb 
pleafe  all,  is  impoffible :  few  will  have 
candour  enough  to  pwn  themfelves  pleafed : 
fcarce  apy  will  own  themfelves  improved. 
But  were  the  truth  known,  thofc  who  are 
forwardeft  to  blame,  are  generally  forwar- 
ded to  (leal  from  the  very  books  at  which 
they  art  fo  fcornfully  offended.  The  ge- 
F  2  nerality 


flctality  of  readers  intend  to  appear  lear- 
ned by  being  four  and  ill-natured;  and 
iince  all  books  muft  have  faults,  the  jiifieft 
manner  of  treating  thofe  faults  is  by  weigh- 
.  ilig  them  with  the  perfections,  and  then 
giving  the  two  fcales  full  liberty  to  vi- 
brate ^  but 

There  is  z  lull  in  mao».  no  power  can  time. 
Of  loodly  publifhing  his  neighbour's  fhame ; 
On  eagles  wings  invidioas  fcandals  fly. 
While  virtuous  adions  are  but  born  and  die. 

War,  war  is  the  theme  of  all  difcourfe. 
Tufcany  will  probably  efcape  in  peace : 
here  are  neither  riches  nor  men  to  furnilh 
armies  or  fleets.  The  ancient  Etrurians 
meddled  only  with  arms  when  omens  were 
aufpicious.  The  prefent  Etrurians  chule 
not  to  meddle  with  any  weapons  more  of- 
fensive than  a  fiddle-ilick ;  and,  to  avoid  all 
omens  of  battles  and  bloodihed,  they  pay 
their  devotions  more  to  the  "  Lady*'  thap 
the  ''  Lord/*      I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Ever  your  moft  obedient  fcrvant, 

CORKE. 
LETTER 
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LETTER   CLVL 


Henry  JoHmoN^^,  lESq\  to  Mr.  Duncompe* 

DEAl^  SIR,  Berkhamfted  f ,  Feb.  8,  17^6. 

1  NEVER  faw  Mr.  Hughes's  "  poems'' 
till  now,  upon  your  mentioning  them,  J 
.borrowed  them  6f  your  niece,  and  haye 
glanped  ifce  greatcfl  part  of  them  over. 
Surely  he  was  a  mah  of  very  great  genius, 
and  his  taient  for  the  pleafing  and  the  pa- 
thetic was  remarkably  excellent.  He  pro- 
ved himfclf,  as  you  lay,  a  true  prophet, 
;and  the  poem,  called  the  **  Ecftacy,"  which 
you  particularly  recommend,  is  indeed 
^*  ecftatic"  and  truly  fublinje  J.    You  have 


>i 


*  Father  to  the  ladies  of  Sir  Wtlliaxn  Beauchamp 
Pro&or,  bart.  and  the  Ute  lord  chancellor  .Yo;kc. 
iJeilied  in  1760. 

f  la  HertfordSiire. 

X  See  Mr.  Hughes's  f*  po^ms^'  vol.  Ug  p.  zgg. 
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done  a  great  favour  to  the  world  in  ufhe* 
ring  fo  noble  and  fo  inftruftive  a  work  into 
iu  Pity  it  is  for  mankind,  that  fo  good  a 
man«  and  fo  ingenious  an  author,  fliould 
be  thus  fuddenly  fnatched  away  in  the 
full  bloom  of  life  and  wifdom,  .  •  •  .  . 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
offer  of  affiflance  in  the  concerns  of  the  Ab- 
bot Feijoo*,     I  am  fure  he  ftands  iq  need 

*  Mr.  Baretti  gives  the  following  accouDt  of  ti^is 
ccfcbrZiCed  modern ; 

***  Amongft  the  modern  urriters  of  Spain ,  the  moft 

"  renoi^ned  is  a  Beoedidine  monk,  called  Father 

''  FeijoQ.     I  have  feen  an  edition  of  bis  works  ia 

**  eight  volumes  quarto.     He  is.  Hill  living  [1760] 

**  and  ilill  writing,  but  I  have  not  read  enough  of 

'■  tliofe  volume?  to  venture  upon  his  charafler  as  an 

**  author.    By  what  I  have  curforily  feen,  I  cannot 

**  hy  he  would  be  looked  upon  on  the  other  fide  of 

"  ihe  Pyrencans  with  the  great  veneration  that  is  paid 

"  him  in  Spain.     Neverthelefs,  it  is  a  rule  with  roe, 

**  that  a  man  univerfaliy  eftecmed  by  his  country- 

*•  men  during  feveral  years,  as  is  the  cafe  with  hjm, 

*'  mail  be  endoweJ  with  uncommon  powers,  be  his 

"  w^aknefles  and  fiuUs  ever  b  numerous.    The 

<*  Spanifl) 
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of  very  great  help  to  make  him  fliew  his 
face  in  an  Engliih  drefs  in  public :  this  was 
never  any  part  of  my  intention  ;  for  what 
I  have  done  in  this  work  has  been  only  by 
way  of  amufement  in  the  melancholy  win- 
ter months,  and  as  a  means  to  make  me 
retain^  what  I  value  beyond  meafure,  the 
little  fmattering  I  have  of  the  fublime  lan- 
guage of  the  Spaniards  *.  AH  that  I  have 
hitherto  done  h^s  been  only  to  tranilate  this 

**  SpanUh  minute  Critics  have  attacked  him  feve* 
"  rally  ^  and  I  uke  it  for  granted,  that  fometimes 
^*  they  were  in  the  right ;  it  is  fo  eafy  a  matter  to  be 
*'  ibmettmes  right,  when  hunting  for  faults  and 
**  weakneiTes  even  in  the  beft  writers !  Yet  Feijoo's 
*'  general  powers  bay^  ftood  th(B  malignant  virulence 
**  of  a)l  Spanifti  reviewers^  whof^  wife  remarks  have 
*'  been  forgotten  as  toon  as  read ;  juft  as  it  happens 
'*'  in  England,  where  minute  critics  are  no  lefs  plen* 
**  tiful  than  oyders  and  mufcles/' 

Jouruity  from  London  to  Genoa,  i^c. 
vol.  iii,  p.  47-9. 

*  Mr.  Johnlbn,  in  his  younger  years,  had  refided 
fome  time  at  Buenos  Ayres,  i»  the  iervice  of  the 
South  Sea  company, 

valuable 
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valuable  author  out  of  Spaniffi,  but  then  I 
am  confident  I  have  been  far  from  putting 
him  into  Englilh :  this  requires  a  nrore 
mafterly  hand  than  I  can  pretend  to.  The 
work  is  lafgcf  and  laborious ;  five  volumes  • 
in  quarto  are  enough' to  terrify  the  moft  da- 
ring from  lookihg  into  it,  much  more  from 
revifing  and  correfting  it.  The  fubjefts 
too,  I  doubt,  are  too  grave  and  unenter- 
taining  for  the  prefent  tafte  of  reading; 
many  of  the  difcourfes  are  metaphyfical 
and  philofoptical,  and  not  a  few  of  them 
particularly  adapted  to  the  prefent  reigning 
follies  and  prejudices  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
would  feem  perhaps  too  foreign  and  too 
trifling  for  an  Englilh  reader  ;  ind  yet,  in 
general,  they  abound  with  a  great  deal  of 
good  fenfe,  true  learning,  and  found  mo- 
rality. However,  that  you  may  have  a 
better  notion  of  thei  whole,  I  here  fend  you 
inclofed  the  titles  of  the  feveral  difcourfes, 
of  which  I  have  tranflated  the  three  firft 
volumes  complete,  and  thofe  marked  thus 


*  Three  more  volumes  have£nce  been  added. 

•f-  are 
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f:  ^rc  finifhe4  of  the  others.  I  agree  with 
you^  thac  it  would  be  ^  thouf^ind  pitted  to 
have  fo  valuable  a  work  fupprdTed ;  biu: 
who  ihall  bnngat  to  light  ?  I  am  fure  I  ^m 
not  equal  to  it  i(  ^ny  refp^. 

If  Father  Feijoo's  ftyle  be  (w  ?ou  fay) 
^*  clear  and  mainly"  la  the  Englilh  traofla* 
tion,  performed  by  fo  poor  a  hand  as  mine, 
think  what  it  muf^  be  when  dr^fled  in  all 
the  loftinefs  aiyi  nervous  ftrength  of  the 
Spani(h  original^  I  would  not  be  without 
this  limb  of  modern  learning  for  any  con- 
iideration,  as  I  truly  think  this  language, 
above  all  othersi  the  mod  fublime,  m^e- 
ilic,  and  copious,  as  far  as  my  little  know* 
ledge  extends  '*. 

I  never  was  in  Flamfted  church,  but, 
upon  what  you  mentioned  of  an  infcription 

?  In  like  manner,  Mr.  Baretti  expreflei  his  opi* 
nion  of  the  Spanifli  language  at  follows: 

«*  The  Spanilh  laoguage,  with  regard  (p  |ts  Toi^nd, 

<'  feems  to  (ne  even  mort  harmonious  (ban  our?  (tjic 

Vol.  III.  G  JciUiaq.] 
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therein  on  the  Saunders  family,  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  Sir  Harry  Chauncy's  "  hiftory  of 
"  Hertfordlhire/'  where  I  found  it  at 
large  *,  and  a  very  nbble  and  moft  foleoin 
compofition  it  is ;  and  there  are  fome 
thoughts  in  it  far  from  common.  This  put 
me  in  mind  of  rummaging  among  fome  fa* 
mily  memoirs,  for  an  epicaph,  fomething 


Italian.]  **  It  is  at  leaft  full  as  fufceptible  of  mufic 
<<  as  ourSy  which  is  not  the  caib  with  thofeofEn- 
**  gland  and  France.  Like  that  of  Tafcany.  it  has 
<<  fome  foft  gattarality,  which  renders  it  quite  en- 
«*  chanting  to  my  ear." 

*  P.  568.  This  monument,  which  is  very  ftateFy 
and  expenfive,  being  all  of  pure  Italian  marble,  ca- 
rioufly  wrought  and  poliihed,  was  eref^ed  by  Tho- 
mas Saunders,  efq;  of  Beech  wood  (formerly  a  nun- 
nery, dedicated  to  St.  Giles  i^  the  wood)  in  memory 
of  five  ot  his  children.  The  Eagliih  part  of  the  in- 
fcription  (above-mentioned)  is  as,  follows : 

**  Whofo  looketh  hereon  miy  condder  how  Act- 
**  ting  all  worldly  comforts  are,  and  how  great  a 
*'  vanity  it  is  to  place  his  afFeOion  thereon  ;  fuch 
'<  things  there  are  as  worldly  comforts,  'tis  true ; 
'*  but  they  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  little  dreams. 

"  and 
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fimiiar,  on  an  anceftor  of  mine>  the  gratid« 
father  to  my  great-grandmother  (Sir  John 
Mafon)  who  lies  buried  under  St..  Paul's^ 
and  his  tomb  once  fubiifted  in  the  old 
church  of  Holy  Faith,  under  the  fabricfc 
of  the  old  cathedral.  Dugdale,  in  his 
"  hiftory  of  that  church/*  has  preferved  one 
in  Latin  on  the  tomb  of  the  fame  perfon, 
and  fometbing  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  but 
the  Englilh  one,  as  it  is  fomewhat  peculiar, 
I  here  fend  you. 

*^  To  the  memory  of  Sir  John  Mason, 

*'  Who,  though  but  threefcore  and  three 
"  years  old  at  his  death,   yet  lived  and 

*'  and  whoever  delights  in  them  more  than  in  the 
**  fountain  from  whence  they  proceed,  may  foon  find 
**  them  dry  and  vaniihed.  The  truth  of  which  he 
**  that  wrote  this  hath  fenfibly  found,  and  wills 
"  otheri  to  place  thf;jr  aiFeflions  chiefly  on  that  ob- 
**  je£l  of  love,  which  is  unchangeable,  and  is  the 
**  centre  of  all  trpe  joy  and  felicity." 

Mr.  Stundersdied  in  1693,  leaving iflfue  only  Anne 
bis  daughter  and  heir,  who  was  grandmother  to  the 
prefent  Sir  John  $ebright|  baronet,  of  Beechwood. 
G  2  *'  flouri- 
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«'  floOThhed  in  the  reigns  of  foiir  prihce^ 
'*  tfe.  Henry  the  eighth,  Edward  tdxe  fixth, 
^*  ijueen  Mary-^  and  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
*^  was  a  privy-counfellor  to  them  all,  and 
'*.an  eye-witnefs  of  the  vjirious  reVokiti- 
•^  ons  and  viciffitudes  of  thpfe  tSitoes*  Tb* 
'*  wards  his  latter  erid,  bidttg  on  his  death- 
*^  bted,  he  called  for  (his  clerk  and  'Reward^ 
"  dnd  dcHwed  himfelf  in  thefc  tern>s: 
'  Lo  !  here  have  I  lired  to  fee  five  prihces^ 

*  and  have  been  a  privy- counfellor  to  four 

*  of  them :  I  have  feen  the  moll  remar* 

*  kaWc  things  In  foreign  parts,  and  have 
^  been  prefent  at  moft  ttanfa^ions  for 
^  thirty  years  together  ;  and  1  have  learned 

*  this,  after  fo  niany  years  experience,  that 
'^  ferioufnefs  is  the  greateft  wifdom,  temr 
^  perance  the  .beft  phyfic,  aftd  a  good  con* 

*  fcience  the  beft  eftate ;  and  were  I  to  livie 
«  again,  I  would  change  the  court  for  a 

*  <iloyfter,    hiy  privy-counfellor's  buffles 

*  for  an  hermit's  retirement,  and  the  whole 
/  life  I  have  lived  in  the  palace  for  an 
f  hour's  enjoyment  of  God  5n  the  chapel ; 

*  all 
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*  all  things  elfe  forfake  me,  befides  my 
'  God,  my  duty,  and  my  prayer/* 

I  thank  you  for  lord  Corke's  fentiments 
of  Mr.  Hume's  *^  hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
« tai«  ♦•••.  HW  lordlhip'9  jud^ftent  of 
books  is  inconteftable>  and  thetdfore  from 
his  charafter  of  it  I  ihall  become  a  pur- 
chafer.   .  .   .   4  ♦ 

I  am,  ^ear  Sir, 
Your  afFeftionate  hyn^le  fervant, 

HEN.  JOHNSON. 


*  Via,  *'  The  kflt  U  particokrijr  lively  and  fex- 
•^  cellent.  Where  he  is  obfcurei  I  believe,  he  is  af- 
**  fededly'fo.  Aa  impartial  btftoriaii  will  not  ever 
<*  exift.  His  materials  are  admirably  pat  together  i 
<*  many  very  curiods  remarks ;  fome  new  fads ;  and 
**  all  old  and  known  ftories  put  into  a  new  method^ 
•*  and  perfeaiy  cntei^taitiing.'*  His  lordihtp  adds^ 
*'  The  Sdbtch  are  running  away  with  all  our  titera* 
**  tore.  1  never-fiiwafooIiOi  Scotchman  :  I'believa 
**  I  (hall  now  fcatce  ever  fee  an  illiterate  one." 


*•   THE 
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«   THE 

«  UNIVERSAL  THEATRE  of  CRITiaSM, 

«  o  < 

«f  Various  discourses  ori  all  kinds  of  mattert 
^^  for  the  confutation  of  vulgar  eilrors. 

<*  B^  the  Rev.  BenedidUoe  Father,  Jerom  Feijoo, 

«  Abbot  of  St.  ViMCKMT  it  OvizAo.' 
**   V  O  L..    I. 

"  1*116  voice  of  the  people.  Virtue  and 
•*  vice.  High  and  low  fortune.  The  beft  po- 
•*  licy.  Uncertainty  of  phyfic  J.  Regimen 
"  to  preferve  health.  Defence  of  the  pro* 
•*  feffion  of  letters.  Judicial  aftrology  and 
"  almanacks.  Eclipfes.  Comets.  CHmac- 
**  terid  years.  The  feneftude  *  of  the 
"  world.  Prqfecutionof  the  former  fubjeft. 
•*  Againft  modern  philofophers.  Church- 
**  mufic.  Parallel  between  the  French 
**  and  Spanilh  languages*  Defence  of 
^  women  J- 

{  Thcfc  two  were  publiflied  fcparatcly  (in  Eri- 
glilh)  a  few  years  ago. 
•  Sec  the  next  letter.  "  vol. 
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"vol.     II. 

'*  Philofophical  wars.  Natural  hiftory. 
^  Divining  arts.  Suppofititious  prophecies. 
"  Ufc  of  magic.  The  modes.  Moral  fe- 
**  neftude*  of  mankind.  Apparent  ivif- 
*^  dom.  Antipathy  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
♦'  niards.  Critical  days.  Weight  of  the 
**  air.  Sphere  of  fire.  The  anti-periitafis. 
*'  Phyficai  paradoxes.  An  intelledtual  map, 
**  or  a  comparifon  of  nations. 

*^   V  O  L.      HI. 

"  Saluter«  *  (or  charmers.)  Secrets  of 
"  nature.  Sympathy  and  antipathy.  Hob- 
"  goblins  and  familiar  fpirits.  The  divi- 
"  ning  rod,  and  fecondrfighted  men  (cal- 
«  led  Zahories  *.)  Suppofititious  miracles. 
<^  Mathematical  paradoxes.  Pbilofopher's 
^'  ftone.  Rationality  of  brutes.  Love  of 
•*  native  country,  .and  national  paflion. 
^*  Scale  of  Aftrq^a,  or  right  adminiftration 
*'  of  juftice.  Ambition  in  fovereign  prin-" 
^  ces.     Pbilofophic?il  fcepticifm. 

*  See  the  next  letter. 
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♦'  Apparent  virtufc  ^f.  Value  of  nobility, 
^*  and  influence  of  blood  *f .  Inextinguifh-r 
**  able  lamps  -)-.  Every  man  his  own  phy- 
**  fician  '!'»  Sacred  pefegrinatiions  and  pil- 
^^  grimages.  American  Spaniards-  Merit 
«  and  fortune  of  Ariftotle  "f-.  Rededions 
*^  on  hiftory  -f.  Traosformationi^  and  nia- 
^'  gical  tranfmigrations  -f.  Fable  of  the 
"  Batuecas  *,  and  imaginary  places.  A 
^'  new  cafe  of  confcience.  RefurreSion  of 
**  the  arts,  and  apok)gy  of  the  ancients  -f , 
*'  Glory  of  Spain,  in  two  parts. 

"    VOL.     V. 

"  A  mathematical  rule  for  human  faith-f*. 
^*  Phyfiognomony.  A  new  art  of  phyfiog- 
^^  nomony .  Maohiavelifn^  of  the  ancients-f  • 
"  Common  obfervations.  Signs  of  adual 
**  death  -(-.  The  exterminating  aphorifm*, 
**  Divorce  of  hiftory  and  fable.  New  phy- 
"  fical  paradoxes.  Books  of  politics  -f* 
^*  The  grand  magilbacy  of  experience  -f-. 

*  Se^  the  nexx  liptter. 

*^  New 
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"  New  pjrof)«drties.  of  ligh?  -f- *.  f^rillfqce 
"  erf  ;a  v^amm.  Iptranfmutability  of  the 
*^  elem$i»tt4  Splutio^  of  the  grand  hifto- 
^*  rical  queftkin  Governing  the  peopling  of 
"  America, .  and  jrevdutioiw  gf  the  terra- 
•*  qtieous  globe  ^^.  Popular  tradition.  A 
"  pew  precaution  againft  thp  artifices  of  al- 
*'  KhjmiSs^'  and  vmdicatioa  of  the  author 
^^  apinit » grQ&  cali^^imy  *" 


L  B  r  T  E  R     CLVIL 

« 

Mr.  Johnson  to  Mn  Duncombe* 

DEAR  SIR,  Berkkamfted,  March  4,  1756. 

.  •  •  •  X  H  £  appofite  enquiries  yoii 
make,  concerning  the  titles  of  fome  of  Ab- 
bot Feijoo's  difcourfes,  Ihew  the  extreme 

•  "  The  honour  and  advantage  of  agricnltoKy  the 
<<  15th  difcourre  oT  the  viiith  volame*"  faid  to  be 
tranflated  by  a  farmer  in  CbeOiire,  was  printed  for 
Dodfleyin  1760.  "  This,"  fays  the  author,  "  i^ 
**  the  only  art  which  had  it&  origin  in -man's  ftatQ 

Vol.  IIL  H  "of 
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difficulty  of  a  juft  tranilation  of  that  work ; 
for  there  are  many  words  In  the  Spaniih 
language  that  cannot  be  reduced  into  any 
other^  nor  is  there  any  one  tongue,  ancient 
or  modern,  that  abounds  with  fo  many 
compound  words  as  the  Spaniih,  excepting 
the  Greek  only>  and  if  to  this  be  added 
the  many  Arabic  or  Mooriih  words,  en- 
grafted on  it,  as  alfo  fome  of  the  ancient 
original  Spanifh  ftill  remaining,  you  will 
eafily  conceive  the  difficulty,  though  in-» 
deed  the  chief  part  of  the  compofition  con- 
fifts  of  corrupted  Latin*  The  word  *•  fe- 
'*  nedude,**  which  you  enquire  after,  is 
derived  fxom  fenex^  fene^uSy  and  cannot  be 
otherwife  tranflated,  fo  as  to  carry  any 
proper  idea  along  with  it,  than  by  calling 
it  ^*  feneftude  ;"  for  if,  inftead  of  this,  we 
were  to  fay  the  *'  old  age  of  the  world,*' 
it  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  two 
difcourfes,  one  of  which  is  to  Ihew  that 

«'  of  innocence;  other  arts  arqfe  after  the  world 
•^  had  been  polluted  by  (in-*Men  were  the  inventors 
^  of  all  other  artit  Gon  himfelf  infented  agri* 
*•  Cttltare.** 

the 
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the  world  has  not  fuffered  any  vifible  decay 
in  its  f^  fubftance"  iince  the  creation ;  the 
other,  that  it  has  not  degenerated  in  its 
**  morals,*'  but  is  much  more  virtuous  now 
than  it  was  two,  three^  or  four  thoufand 
years  ago.  The  word  "  faluters"  does  not 
anfwer  in  this  place  to  the  intent  of  the 
original.  I  take  it  to  be  derived  from  the 
Latin  falusy  faktdtor ;  for  thefe  "  faluters*' 
here  fpoken  of,  were  and  are  a  fet  of  im- 
poftors  in  Spain,  who  pretend  to  cure 
infedion  in  man  and  beaft,  particularly 
the  bite  of  mad  dogs,  by  blowing  on  the 
patients,  as  I  remember  here  in  England 
there  were,  fome  time  fince,  a  parcel  of 
fellows  called  "  ftrokers/*  who  made  a 
ihew  of  the  fame  thing  in  a  dii&rent  man- 
ner. "  Zahories'*  is  abfolutely  Arabic,  and 
the  perfons  under  this  denomination  pre- 
tend to  a  fort  of  fecond-fight,  fo  as  to  per- 
ceive mines,  and  fprings,  under  ground. 
*•  The  Batuecas*'  is  a  parcel  of  land,  fo  cal- 
led, which  among  the  Spaniards  is  con- 
ceived to  exift  in  their  country,  and  to  be 
inacceifible  and  unapproachable.  As  tp 
Ha  "the 


I  's^  0 

**  the  excertninatipg  aphprifm/'  I  will  hert 
cite  the  literal  tranilation  from  th^  author, 
who  begins  that  difcour^  thus ;  *^  I  giv^ 
*•  this  infamous  epithet  to  the  52d  aphorifft) 
"  of  the  iid  bookof  Hippoerate8,of  wkkfa^ 
**  if  I  were  to  fay,  that  it  has  takeji  wway 
^'  the  lives  of  more  than: on  hundred  diou-» 
<^  fatid  perfons,  I  ihould  yet  fall  ihort  of 
^'  the  truth.  It  is  but  juft  therefore  riwtt 
^*  ^ch  a  notorious  homicide  as  this  ftould 
^'be  biJought  on  the  ftage  of  driticifm,  that 
^*  thus  the  whc^e  world  ifaould  fee  its  cxt 
^^  eeution.  The  aphotifm,  or  to  fpeak  more 
**  properly,  the  ifehtenee  of  death,  of  which 
^*  we  are  fpeaking.  Is  the  following  ;  Om- 
^^  nia  ficmdum  ratimemfacientiji  nonfuccedat 
^^feiimdtm  rationemy  Hd»  ^ft  iranfeufkhm  sd 
^^  tiUiidjfkppitmeqMddbimtiofrohavem*'' 
Our  author  from  hence  takes  occafion  to 
decry  the  mifchieyous  effeAs  of  this  maxim, 
and  alfo  Very  learnedly  and  yery  wittily  to 

fxpofe 


'incpol^  ;ibe  ignorance  of  -thefe  phy&iMs 
thi^t  ^dher^  too  clofely  to  it., 

I  haye  often  thought^  M  yen  do^  in'the 
idFairoftfa^fe  Spanifli  diicouife^^  thftt  if& 
franilation  was  ever  ix>  be  printed,  it  mi^ 
ibc  befl:  to  do  it  bjr  rfetcAing  fomcof  tte 
moft  entertaiping,  and  .pfintubg  ^tbem  tfl 
one  volume ;  but  this  iramiot  wellbeidoiiai 
as  in  mmj  of  tfaem  tbere  are  xefeveneos 
from  one  to  the  others,  which  makes  a  ibrt 
of  connedioji  between  tiiem,  though  they 
are  on diffferent  ftibjc^ ;^nd  as  to  th^idio* 
fyncraiic  part,  fome  curious  perfons  niight 
be  better  plea&d  with  it  than  the  others 
more  comn^on,  it  b^ing  a  foible  natural  to 
mankind  to  laugh  at  the  follies  of  other 
people,  and  to  negleft  their  own,  I 
Ihould  therefore  think,  if  thefe  things 
were  to  be  publiflied  at  all,  they  would  do 
beft  in  numbers,  like  our  monthly  maga* 
zines,  and  might  come  out  one  in  each 
fortni^ti  and  in  this  manner  there  would 


be 
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be  time  to  revife  and  correft  them  for  the 
prcfs*.  .  .  :  .  . 

Tray,  in  this  difmai  time  of  earthquakes^ 
had  you  ever  the  curiofity  to  read  the  ac- 
count of  that  of  Lima,  publiihed  four  or 
£ve  years  ago  by  Qibome,  which  was  a 
handy-work  of  mine,  though  my  name 
was  never  ufed  in  it  t  The  fqbjeft  is  pro- 
per enough  for  the  melancholy  (eaibn  at 

prefent. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  mod  obliged  and  moft 

obedient  humble  fervant, 

HEN,  JOHNSON. 


*  Some  of  thefe  pieces  were  tbiu  printe.d  in  the 
Lady*!  Magazine  in  1760. 
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*L  E  TT  ER    CLVIIL 
Archbilhop  Herring  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 

DEAR  SIR,         CroydOB-hottfe,  June  22»  1756. 

X  OU  may  be  furcj  if  I  had  been  in  any 
good  condition  of  Jiealtb  and  fpiritsi^  you 
wovUd  not  have  been  fo  long  without  thanks 
for  your  lajft  kind  letten  I  continue  ex- 
tremely out  of  order  ;  I  think  in  a  confir^ 
med  dropfy ;  and  though  I  am  fure,  Dr, 
Wilmot  has  done  all  that  art  and  friend- 
ship can  do  for  me,  I  rather  loie  ground. 
I  have  now  been  near  half  a  year  in  this 
difmal  way,  worfe  than  the  acuteft  pain^\ 
becaufe  of  its  duration  ;  and  every  thing  I 
take  feeds  the  diftemper,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  prolongs  life ;  for 


Kudy  oft  the  port  t'obtain, 
I'm  ihipwre^'d  ioto  life  agaii 


agaio. 

I  know  who  fent  me  hither,  and  how  much 
it  is  my  duty  to  attend  his  fummons  for  a 

removal ; 


r  ^  1 

removal ;  but  life  is  over  tvith  me;  and 
fomedmes^  in  my  airings,  I  repeat  two 
pretty  lines  of  Parnell, 

But  what  are  fields,  or  flowers,  or  €ir,  to  me  ^ 
Ah  {  ti9iMp(r^\W  a  Mhtmjos.^  with.  timt. 
G  Health  I 

I  afih  dear  Sir, 

Your  afllwed  frieod, 

THO*  CANTUAR. 


Rev*  Mr.  JDybr  f  to  Mc«  DtTj9CQMAB% 

SIR,  CoaUfOyf,  liov.%^,  1756. 

X  O  U  have  moft  agreeably  increafed  my 
t>bligati6ns  :  aad  it  was  very  kind  and  in- 

•  lAuthor  of  "  GroDgar>.hi]l/'  the  "  Ruins  of 
««RoiDe»"  and''  the  Fleece."  Of  this  iAgeoiott» 
writer  very  few  particalacs  are  known ;  and  therefore 
the  following,  from  ids  own  pen,  cannot  be  anac- 

ceptable 
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•gen^ow  to  fftfttfm  Biefcinc*Hiat  6f  your- 
felf^  ^y  in  thfe  gehcrous  freedom  of  your 
i^iri't,  you  brok^  through  xht  little  vulga^ 
rity  of  ffdWon,  and  wrote  tb  one  whom  you 
n^ver  fa^,  and  to  one  who  has  bttn  long 
out  of  the  world. 

Tour  invitation  is  exceedingly  engaging. 
The  fimplicity  <3f  your  manner  of  fife,  and 
your  regular  hours,  to  me  are  luxuries. 
And  how  well  do  you  fet  forth  your  enter- 
tainment in  tlie  names  of  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne  and  the  author  of  Clarifla ;  and,  if 
I  anl  not  mJftakeh,  in  thofe  of  Mifs  Carter 
and  Mifi  Talbot  ♦ !  What  a  bill  of  fare ! 
Yet  old  Barzillaii  though  invited  by  David 
to  the  higheft  elegances  of  life,  held  k  vain 

ccpcabJe  to  the  admiivrs  of  Vis  excellent  writiogs ;  in 
which  ftumber  we  include  every  one  who  ha«  read 
them. 

«  Monthly  Review,"  vol.  xlviii,  p.  35. 

t  Near  Horncaftle  in  Lincolnfhire. 

*  A  miftake^probably  for  Mifs  Midfo,  now  Mrs. 
Chapone. 

Vol.  III.  I  to 
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to  go  to  Jeru£il€tn,  when  he  could  no  hmger 
bear  the  voice  of  Jltiging  men  andjmging  wo- 
men. Fnukies  alfo  are  croublefome  in  com- 
pany-^-^xcept  in  Frith-ftrcct,  where  thcjr 
are  carried  into  the  arms  of  humanity.  In 
fpring  therefore,  perhaps  I  may  quit  my 
folitude  here,  and  venture  abroad  with  an 
hundred  infirmities  upon  my  head  -,  and  (a- 
crifice  my  vanity  to  one  fb  benevolent  as 
Mr.  Duncombe. 

.....  I  have  not  met  with  Dodfley's 
two  laft  volumes,  and  have  hitherto  miffed 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  tKc  •*  Qde  to  health^*'. 
Though  head-achs  and  fickneis  make  me 
fearful  of  reading  much,  yet  I  wiU  hafte  to 
fee  it  J  it  will  particularly  fuit  me :  I  will 
feek  it,  as  I  feek  health,  which,  alas!  I 
very  much  want.  Your  humble  fervant  is 
become  a  deaf,  and  dull,  and  languid  crea- 
ture \  who,  however,  in  his  poor  changt 
of  conftitution,  being  a  little  recompenfed 

*  By  Mr.  J.  Daaco^bt.  See  Dodfley't «  poems,** 
vol,  ir,  p.  275. 

with 
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mth  the  critic's  phlegm,  has  made  ihift^  bjr 
many  blottings  and  correftions,  and  fome 
helps  from  his  kind  friend^  Dr.  Akenlide,  to 
give  a  fort  of  finilhing  to  the  **  Fleece,** 
which  is  juft  lent  up  to  Mr.  Dodfley ;  but 
as  people  are  fo  taken  up  with  politic  s,  and 
have  (b  little  inclination  to  read  any  thing 
but  fatire  and  news-papers,  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  this  is  a  proper  time  for  publifh- 
ingit. 

I  have  read  none  of  the  Connoifleurs— « 
No  papers  reach  this  |pnely  place.  I  know 
not  how  the  world  goes — but  with  Mr. 
Hughes,  a3  an  author,  I  am  well  acquain- 
ted, and  am  glad  that  we  are  to  have  a 
fliller  account  of  the  life  of  fo  beautiful  a 
poet  *. 

Lord  chancellor  has  been  favourable  to 
me.  This  living  is  120I.  per  ann.  Thf 
other,  called  Kirkby,  iiol.    But  my  prc- 

•  la  Ae  «<  Biographia  Britaimica,"  vol.  iv,  by 
Pr«  CaiDpMl. 

1 2  fertftents 
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fcrm^n^  came  in,  this-  cxwrfe  i  CaUhorp  iu 
Leiccfterlhire,  (80  L  a  year,)  ^as,giveiji^nic 
by  oiie  Mr,  H^a^per  in  ^,741^  T^jtjat  I  quit- 
ted in  1,7.51  for  a  fmaUliyuig9if.  7^1.,  called 
B^lchford,  ten  miles  fron?  J)ei>cc,^;an^^ij^cn 
nie  by  lord  chancellor,  tl)ro]Hgh  ts/f^^Y^tzy's^ 
intejeft.  A  year  a;ftpr,.  t)b^ypu^,th(\  fame 
mtereft.  Sir  John  Hp^thfjQjCp  ^y^.H^et^s, 
apdf  la;ply  procured  inp,  Kiitkjby.  of.  Ipr4 
chancellor,  without  my  fbllicitation.  i;wa3 
glad  of  this,  on  account  of  its  nearnefs  to 
nic,  thouj^  I-  think  myfcif  a  lofcr  by  die 
cxchai^,  through. the  expences of  the  f^ 
difpeiUiuipn3)  journeys,  &cf^  and^  the  charge 
of  an  old  Jiouf?^  half.  q£  wbi^h  I  am  going 
to  pull  dowiV  .  Mpre  of,  niyjfcjf,  (which 
youn  g9Qd-o^tu;;ed.  curiofity  draw3  from 
me)  is  this :  After  having  been  an  itioersuiit 
painter  in  my  native  country  (S.  Wales,) 
and  in  Hcrpfordflure,  W.Qrcefterihirc^,&c. 
&c:  1  married  J  and  fettled  in  Leiccftcrfhirc. 
My  wife's, name.  wa5  Enfor-f^  whofe^grand- 

•  Daniel  Wray,  cfq;  one  of  the  deputy-iellers  of 
t\f€  exchequer,  a  friend  to  vircae  and^th'e  mafes* 

t  Sifter  of  Mr.  Strong  Enfor,  of  Warwickftiire. 

mother 


inotherwas  a  Shakefpear,  defcended  from 
a  brother,  of  t^rjr  bpdjfs'Blttktfpear.  Wc 
have  four  children  living ;  three  are  girls  j 
the  young«flc*-hay.;Jiittyears'(*ld.  I  had 
foiTie  brothers  ;  have  but  one  left.  He  is 
a  clergyr.iaa*^;  l^ies  at  Marybofld^  and^tkis 
fuch  ^  houfe  full  of  chjldncq  as,  puts  nWjj 
mind  of  a  hme^  ftatue  at  Roine  o(tKe  river 
Nile,  on  the  afnis^legs,  and^Body^ 
are  criawlihgV  and. climbing^  ten.or  a  cloztn* 
little  boys  and^^irk 'f^     ;  *   ,   "  "\    '     ,  "^^ 

'  B^elieve  me  tpbe^  Siif,  * 
• '  Tour'mpft  obliged  humble  (^rvant, 

JDHNDYEIL 

^  Now  yeoman  of  his  majefty*8  aimoiiry. 

f  To  the  accoant  here  given  may  be  added,  that 
Mr.  Dyer  w^]^recqtt4  rQ«;qf  KotetPy|eri  «%'  of 
Abcrglafoey.m  CarpDartheoihite^  .ajolifitpr  of  grea; 
capacity  and  note  ;  that  he^nifhedhrsTchool-Audies 
at  Wellroinder  ander  Dr.  Freind,  from  whence  he 
was  called  au^ay  to  b^  inftruifl^d  in  bis  fath«r*s  pro'^^ 
fefllon;  but  diillk^ng  the  law,  and  hh  father  foonr' 
afier  dying,  ho  fctilfd  himfeff  wiih^Mr.  Richard- * 
fon,  painter,  in'LincOlA'l  inn^fi^lds,  being' fohd  of* 
the  art  of  drawing  from  his  (fhfldhood,  and  hrs  ima-* 

{[inaiioii'' 


♦LETTER   CLX. 
'        Mr.  Dyer  to  Mr«  Dukcomb£. 

DEAR  SiR« .. : .  Couing/byf  Jan.  5i»  1757. 

yV  Ant  of  health  was  a  caufc  of  not 
writing,  tKat  gave  mc  concern.  I  hope  it 
happens  but  feldom^  and  that  it  w^  owing 
to  ttrbat  makes  ihoft  people  out  of  order-r 
bad  weather;  the  ill  efie&s  of  which,  here  at 
leaft,  are  general  I  think  I  never  was  fo 
wcather-fick :  the  deep  fnows  forbid  me 
air  and  exercife ;  and  my  beft  medicine  is 
a  friend's  letter.  You  fee  how  much  I  am 
obliged  to  you. 

YoQf  fon  adfo  I  am  *  obliged  to :   and  I 
am  under  ftrong  temptation — ^You  are  ad- 

ginatioi  glowing  aad  ibfong.  He  afterward)  travel- 
Minto  Italy  for  improveiDenti  und  at  Rone  formed 
tbe  pltfi  of  hit  poem  on  its  **  ruins".  At  his  return, 
ill  heajtb*  his  love  of  books^  folitude,  and  refledion, 
iadaced  him  to  enter  ia|o  orders.  He  died  in  1758, 
eged  58. 

ding 
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ding  to  my  bill  of  fare.  I  fed  your  kind 
art  in  twifting  and  ftrengdiening  the  filken 
cord,  which,  probably,  in  the  fpring,  will 
draw  xoc  to  town ;  where,  I  have  reaibn 
to  flatter  myfelf,  I  Audi  fee,  what  I  fo 
much  liike  and  covet,  .two  or  three  rhear* 
fill  countenances,  eafy  fimplicity,  and  feft 
humanity^  and,  if  a  fweet  female  voice 
Ibould  come  in,  I  am  ftill  able  to  haar  the 
murmur  of  mufic,  which  I  excefllvely  love. 

Your  good  likjjpg  of  thofc  verfcs,  **  Have 
**  ipy  friends  in  the  town  V*  &c.  fhould  have 

*  The  jeader  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  find  thk 
beautif  al  *'  Epiftle"  here  at  large : 

I* 
Havb  my  friends  in  the  town,  the  bufy  gay  town, 

Forgot  fuch  a  man  as  John  Dyer  f 
Or  heedlefs  defpife  they,  or  pity  the  clowo, 
Whofe  bofom  no  pageantries  fire  ? 
1. 
No  matter,  no  matter,  content  in  the  (hades^*^ 

Contented  !  why  ttwy  thing  charms  me ! 
Fall  in  tones  all  adown  the  green  teep,  ye  caibadeiF, 
'Till  hence  rigid  virtue  alarms  me : 

3.  'Till 
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bocA  acknowledged  in  my  laft.  I  havt  a 
wkkfid  memory  c  it  is  a^  great  nmfortuf^e. 
Neither  did  I  thank  you  for  mentioning  the 
new  kind  of  trumpet — but  I  fieverxife  any; 
for,  puttingrmy  band  to  my  ear,  I  can  giirc 
k  fuck  ^  form  as  Avill  increafe  my  bearing. 
Befidesy  cold  li^thing,  frequent  and  mode- 
rate excercife,  frequent  fridions  of  my  head 
and  ears,  warm  feet,  warm  water  with  my 
wine,  and  fopperkis.  nigiuv"  have  much 
abated  my  deaFnefs. 


3* 
n^ill  OQtrage  arifesy  or  mifery  needi 

The  fwift,  the  intrepid  avenger ; 
'Till  facred  religion,  or  liberty,  bleedsi 

Then  mine  be  the  deed  and  the  danger  I 

4- 
Alas !  what  a  folly,  that  wealth  and  domain 

We  heap  up  in  fin  and  in  forrow  ! 
Immenfe  is  the  toil,  yet  the  labour  how  vain  \ 

h  oot  life  to  bo  over  to-morrow  i 

5- 
Theo  glide  on  my  ntomeots,  the  few  that  I  hare, 

Sweet-fliaded,  and  quiets  and  evea. 
While  gently  the  body  defeendi  to  ih^  grave^ 

And  the  fpirti  arifet  to  faeces. 

Mr. 
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Mr.Bodfley  indeed  has  the  **  Fleece.''  I 
did  not  think  this  a  fit  feafon  for  its  publi- 
cation i  but  my  friend  Mr,  Wray  overcame 
me ;  and  though  it  has  lain  long  "  by**  me, 
not  much  *' before"  me,  'tis  now  precipi- 
tated to  the  prefs,  with  fuch  faultjs,  as  muiO: 
be  imputed  to  the  air  of  a  fenny  country, 
where  I  have  been,  for  the  moft  part,  above 
thde  five  years,  without  health,  without 
books,  and  without  proper  converfation. 
I  fay  not  this  in  any  am^ant  fenfe— for, 
God  knows,  I  am  far  from  delpiiing either 
the  peafant  or  the  country  parfon. 

Good  Mr.  Edwards  *  was  my  particu- 
lar friend :  even  Mr.  Wray  cannot  lament 
him  more  than  I  do.  How  feafonable  are 
your  prefents!  They  have  an  additional 
beauty  in  being  new  to  me.  Even  the 
*^  Rambler**  has  not  reached  this  place  % 

*  Of  Torrick  in  Backinghamihire,  author  of  tbe 
**  Canons  of  Criticifm/'  &c.  He  died  aboat  three 
weeks  before  the  date  of  this  letter  (on  a  vxiit)  at  Mr. 
Richardfon^s,  at  Parfon's  Green. 

Vol.  III.  K  nor 


I 


iter  mt  the  BdiWs itf  Ms  "Stioday  *"  crer 
ihinfi  ij^n  m^.  You  fefe  whtt  proofs  I 
^vc  jroto  bF  being  quJtfe  otit  6i  the  woi4(L 

Mbft  cxpfcffivci  I  am  rfraid,  is  that  one 

word  of  yoursi  FUimus 

I  am.  Sir, 
Yoiit  oM^td  humble  fervant, 

JOttNDYEIt 


•LETTER    CLXI. 
Mr.  Dysr  to  Mr*  Dvncombb. 

^  DEAR  SIR,  CoDiDgfby,  March  i^,  17574 

1,  V^HO  Want  ib  niany  apol(%ies  mj^felf, 
fhilft  be  afliamcd  to  rriad  any  from  youi 
biit  I  too  liave  Tieen  iD ;  iand  my  coughs 
have  been  fo  continual  and  violent,  that  I 
ditaded  the  jiofture  of  writing  t  yet,  though 
It  gives  me  ihattie,  it  gives  me  alfo  pleafure 

*  An  allegorical  paper,  fo  figned,  (No.  30*  vol.  i) 
writteo  by  Uic  late  cxctUeat  Mrs*  Cathefine  Talboc 

to 
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to  obfcryc,  t|m  jrqur  ^Ipgy  and  infli^^ 
tiou  to  a  correfj^p^cncc;  witK  n\Q^  ft^ 
yofff  wfu^xn  t^ejcpl^n^p;  fqr  ^^,  j^  J^f 
c^ui^try,  vfa9  /^  '^9f^PS  ^W-  ^^*  5P4 
IKFj  who  ^car  n9thjbg  but  the  if^^f  W}^^^ 
voices  of  beafts  aqd  r^^»  P^nqt  gori^f- 
pond  with  you  in  town  upon  an  eq^a^  footr 
ing:  wanting  buftlc  and  news,  we  can 
fwm&igtAy  txii&p^  ip  exchange,  g^d^nauft 
ahyays  depend  upop  your  generofity  j  .there- 
fore the  calling  any  letter  from  Cqjiipg{by 
"  agreeable'*  gives  me  a  clear  view  of  your 
bpnevQle/ice. 

TJs  jny  yntti,  fprg^ve  i^e>  th^thegou^t 
may  pay  yqu  many  an  annual  jVJfitp  I 
would  wifh  no  fuch  thiijg,  were  you  a 
younger  ipan,  or  did  jou  not  4ifcpy€r  fuch 
a  rcQgoation  ^s  will  ever  preferve  a  reliih 
for  an  ufeful  life  •,  and  ufeful  always  is  the 
life  of  every  good  man.  So  that  I  cannot 
imagine  how  fo  niany  of  the  wife  and  vir- 
tuous Romans,  &c.  could,  in  any  circum- 
ftance,  approve  of  felf-killing— But  my 
thoughts  grow  over-grave — *tis  no  wonder, 
K2  for 


i  «  3 

for  I  atxx  now  confined  by  illnds — ^Yet  I 
can  tafte  pleafure — and  am  rgoiced  to  hear, 
that  the  merits  of  my  generous  friend,  your 
ion,  are  fo  well  taken  notice  of  by  our  hu- 
mane archbifhop.  I  have  been  at  Canter- 
bury 5  'tis  an  agreeable  city,  in  a  very  pica- 
iant  country. 

I  never  heard  of  any  coUeftion  of  letters 
by  Mr.  Edwards  :  yet  there  may  be  fuch : 
he  gave  all  his  ftudies  a  turn  to  criticilm. 

— ^Ah !  juft  this  moment  the  Stamford 
Mercury  comes  to  me,  and  mentions  the 
death  *  of  the  good  archbifhop.    Your  foB 
and  all  mankind  have  loft  a  friend, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  pyER. 


*  OnMaxcb  I3» 

♦LETTER 
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*L  E  T  T  E  R    CLXIL 
Mr.  Dyer  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 

DEAR  SIR,  Coningiby,  May  9,  I757- 

1  AM  in  a  very  great  decline  of  health  v 
and  I  own  to  you  ingenuoufly,  that  I  chide 
and  force  myfelf  to  write  to  you,  becaufcl 
ought  npt  only  to  have  but  alfo  to  fhew 
great  refpeft  to  one  of  fo  generous  and 
friendly  a  dilpofition. 

I  hope  you  have  received  a  book  of  the 
**  Fleece,"  Mr.  Dodfley,  I  think,  has  per- 
formed his  part  very  well ;  but,  in  one  or 
two  places,  there  have  happened  fuch  alte.- 
jations  of  the  copy,  as  make  me  give  my 
reader  falfe  precepts.  Pray  be  at  the  pains 
of  making  in  yoyr  book  thcfc  two  corrcc* 
tions; 

Book  I,  line  72^, 

Strike  out  ^*  Or  inafl  with  clay  deep  mixM»" 
Write        "  Or  heavy  marra  deep  clay," 

as 
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as  it  was  in  the  copy :  but  better  perhaps 
thus :— • 

<(  Or  depth  otht^yy  Qiart  be  then  thy  choice.'* 
Line  89, 

Strikeout  "  Upland  ridge/' 
Write        <«  Shfftt'rifif  m^and.*" 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  ^ny  more,  biit 
I  will  Mr.  Dodfley^  left  a.fecond  edition 
ftiould  happen. 

You  were  pleafed  to  enquire,  **  when  the 
**  fwallows  appear  in  Lincolnlhire  ?'*  In- 
deed I  have  not  yet  fcen  them :  but  I  am 
told,  they  have  been  fkimming  about  my 
garden  this  fortnight.  Neverthelefs,  dear 
Sir,  I  yet  want  courage  to  determine  ^upon 
a  journey,  and  appoint  a  time '  of  waiting 
on  you.  Befides,  I  am  in  mortar — rebuil- 
ding a  large  barn,  which  the  late  wind  blew 
down,  and  gathering  materials  for  rebuil- 
ding above  half  the  parfonage-houfc  of  my 
other  living.  Thefe,  Ibme  years  ago,  I 
fliould  have  called  trifles:  but  "  the  evil 
**  days  arc  come,"  and  the  lighteft  thing, 

even 
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e^^  thirgi«fihci{^t  is  a  bittkn  ofion^ 
ikouldits  oF  die  tild  and  fickty. 
1  am,  dear  Sk, 
Yodr  obliged  huinbie  Semat, 

J.DYER. 

Pray  who  is  Dr.  Cotton*  (InDodlleT^ 
«*  MifceBanies" »)  There,  ii  good  fcnft  m 
his  «  Fire-fide  +  ;*'  and  hb  **  To-momw,* 
in  imitation  of  SiakelpdM'^  uckGidlni&  ' 


LETTER  GLXm. 
Mr.  RicHAaiXfOtr  lo  the  Rev.  Mr.  J. 

DvMtiMtBB  |. 
DEAR  sou  Loadoi,  Joty  14,  t7j7. 

1  TAKE  this  oppoftunity  (by  tlie  han^ 
of  your  worthy  father)  to  attempt  to  thank 

^  A  phyfician  at  9t.  Allna'i  in  ffertbrdDiite.  . 

+  Vol,  iv,  p.  S5g. 

t  Fdiow  of  C.  C.  C.  Caihbriage,  and  itaor  of  St. 
Aodfcw**  and  St.  Mafj  Btedaan't*  Cantarbniy. 

you. 


ydvii  with  a  fta^ring  pen,  for  the  leCter 
of  the  excellent  iady  who  fubfciibes  to  it 
the  name  of  Sylvia.  I  am  diarmed  with 
every  line  (rf*  ic  A  time  there  was  when  I 
cduldhave  written  fheets  upon  the  contents. 
But  now  I  am  unhappy  with  thefe  violent 
tretxiors.  At  times  they  quite  unnerve  me, 
and  will  not  fufier  me  to  ^old  a  pen. 

My  bell:  refpedts  to  this  unwotthily-afHided, 
this  prudent,  this  magnanimous,  this  pious 
lady.  She  has  my  praiies  and  my  prayera» 
She  has  greatly  incerefted  me  in  her  fad 
ftory  and  future  deftiny.  Will  Ihe  not  al- 
low* me  to  be  Acquainted  with  her  progrefs 
to  perfeAion  ?  To  be  told  in  what  manner 
flie  is  able  to  contend  with  her  difficulties, 
fhovlld  they  coittinoe,  and  maintain  herfe- 
folutiod  ?  I  hope  fhe  will  allow  me  this 
favour. 

What  a  glfrious  though  painful  fituation 
is  hers  !  The  godlike  power  of  forgivencfs 
is  all  her  own.  Her  fupplications  to  the 
throne  of  grace  for  herfelf  (wha  that  lives 

hai 
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has  not  feme  failings  ?)  muft  fucceed  :  flic 
has,  let  me  boldly  fay,  a  claim  to  be  for- 
given, fince  Ihe  can  forgive  the  trefpaffes  of 
one,  who,  forgetting  his  vows  of  deferved 
love  and  honour,  can  be  guilty  of  premedita- 
ted trefpafs  againft  her ;  and,  higher  ftill,  re- 
folve,  almoft  againil  all  hopes  of  redrefs  an(^ 
earthly  reward,  to  return  good  for  evil ! 

Poor  Doraftus !  what  a  figure  makes  he, 
placed  in  the  eye  of  even  mitigate4  juftice^ 
with  his  admirable  wife !  Poor  (indeed 
poor)  Doraftus! — Oh  that  thou  wert  t6 
read,  that  thou  wert  able  to  rejSeft  duly 
upon,  the  following  noble  fentiment:^  of 
thy  exalted  lady  K— 

Here,  my  friend,  my  pen  ftaggering 
in  my  fingers,  I  was  about  to  di&ate  to  a 
faithful  hand  the  paflTagcs  from  the  lady's 
letter  which  I  fo  defervedly  admire.  But 
finding,  that,  to  doher  juftice,  1  muft  tran- 
fcribe  the  greateft  part  of  her  letter,  I  forbore. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Mr,  Duncombc ! 

S*  RICHARDSON. 
Vol.  hi.  L  *  LETTER 
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*L  E  T  T  E  R   CI^XIV. 

Mr.  Dy^r  to  Mr.  Duncombe. 

DEAR  SI^,    .  CoDJogfby,  Aug.  i,  1757. 

It  grieves  me  that  I  cannot  keep  pace 
with  your  civilities — no,  nor  even  acknow- 
kdge  them  in  due  time.  Alas!  in  any 
thing,  I  can  as  ill  acquit  myfelf  as  a  gouty 
man  can  dance  ;  but  it  cannot  be  helped, 
I  write  to  humanity. 

The  mioft  agreeable  parcel  is  at  lad  fent 
me.  I  have  run  over  the  "  Horace.*'  I 
will  next  walk  over  it.  After  that,  I  will 
crawl  over  it — ^not  fo  much  to  criticife,  as 
to  he  luxurious  over  it ;  for  it  feems  very 
coneft. 

Since  Mr.  Strahan  has  carried  his  tran* 
flation*  fo  far,  it  would  be  great  pity  if  age, 
or  ficknefs,  or  the  backwardnels  of  his 
frienids,  Ihould  prevent  the  finifliing  of  it. 

•  Ofthc«-fincid." 

Ah! 
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Ah  !  the  fwallows — happy  thofe  who 
fly  about  Soho !  But  my  wings  are  not 
only  grown  weak ;  they  are  even  lofing 
their  feathers.  I  am  afraid  I  flball  never 
make  one  among  them^  though  your  invi- 
tations are  ihoft  provokingly  agreeable.  I 
am  fo  weak^  and  fo  much  in  pain^  that  this 
letter  cannot  be  tirefomely  long. 
Believe  me  to  be,  &c. 

J.   DYER, 


LETTER    CLXV. 

Rev.  Mr.  Meadowcourt  *    to 

Mr.    DUNCOMBE. 

DEAR  SIR,  Worcefler,  July  lo,  1758, 

X  AM  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  re- 
membering a  perfon  who  has  been  fo  long 

'  •  Prebendary  of  Worcciler.  On  May  29,  1716, 
as  t«.i8  gentleman  (then  batchelor  of  arts,  and  fel- 
low of  Merton-college)  was  drinking  the  king*^  and 
other  loyal  healths  at  the  Conftitation-club  at  Oxfordy 
L  a  in 
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out  of  fight,  ancj  for  giving  me  fo  accept- 
able a  token  of  your  remembrance  as  th« 
firft  volume  of  your  **  Horace/'  X^  ^^^ 
difbonour  of  this  placje,  there  are  no  book<i» 
fellers,  and  but  few  readers  of  books  here. 

in  company  with  feveral  officer s  of  the  ^rrnvj  they 
were  viiited  by  the  fub-prodlor^  whom  Mr.  M.  re* 
quelled  to  drink  king  George's  health  with  them* 
For  thefe  **  affronting  and  improper  words,*'  (as 
they  were  termed)  Mr.  M.  was  put  (by  the  prodor) 
into  the  ''  black  book,"  and  waa  fentenced  to  be 
kept  back  from  his  degree  of  mailer  of  arts  for  rwo 
years.  Nor  could  he  then  obtain  it,  (as  he  refnfed 
publickly  to  ackiiowledge  the  beiQOufnpfs  of  hit 
crime,  and  the  lenity  of  his  fentence)  but  by  plea? 
ding  his  majcfly's  adl  of  grace.  Oa  the  fame  day  in 
the  year  17 19,  Mr.  M.  again  diilinguifhed  himfelf, 
by  complaining  to  the  vice-chancellor  of  a  fediticus 
fermoD,  preached  before  the  univerfity,  by  Mr. 
Warton,  profeiTor  of  poetry.  The  vice  chancellor, 
who  had  at  firft  refufed  to  lake  cognifan^  of  it, 
being  commanded  by  the  lords  jufticcs  to  proceed 
^gainft  the  preacher,  the  afFair  ended  with  Mr,  War- 
ion's  depcfing  upon  oath  that  "  he  had  loft  his  notes." 
For  an  abilrad  of  the  fermon,  fee  Amherft'i  "  TVr^r 
"  ///«</,"  numb.  15.  A  ftall  at  Worcefter  was,  Corof 
years  after,  the  reward  of  Mr.  Mcadowcourt's  loy» 
alty.     He  died  in  J760. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  the  clergy,  efpecially  the  incum* 
bents  on  culhions  in  a  cathedral,  have  fi- 
nilhed  their  fludies  before  they  are  lifted 
into  preferment.  Worldly  cares,  or  world- 
ly enjoyments,  too  a£tive,  or  too  paffive, 
a  life,  often  lead  them  too  far  aftray  from 
literary  purfuits. 

I  am  glad  to  find  the  bilhop  of  Kildare* 
mentioned  among  your  friends,  as  I  am 
fure  that  his  friendihip  muft  yield  you  the 
higheft  fatisfadtion.  Every  good  and  agree- 
able quality  meet  together  in  his  charafter, 
without  the  leaft  mixture  of  any  thing  bad. 
Nothing  is  wanting  in  him  but  better 
health,  which  is  fometimes  in  fuch  a  ftate 
as  to  occafion  extreme  pain  to  himfelf,  and 
no  lefs  concern  to  all  who  know  him. 

The  account  you  have  heard  of  my  be- 
ing much  addicted  to  the  peripatetic  fedl  is 
a  true  account.  But  it  is  in  winter,  and  in 
the  cool  feafons,  that  I  vent-ure  on  walks  of 

•  Dr.  Fletcher.  HcdiedatDoblin  in  1761.  His  two 
younger  brothers  were  faccellively  deans  of  Kildare^ 

any 
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any  confiderable  length.  He  who  travels 
on  foot  has  an  opportunity  of  wandering 
from  hill  to  hill,  from  ftream  to  ftream, 
and  from  one  rich  valley  to  another ;  of 
dwelling  on  lovely  landfcapes  and  delicious 
fcenfes  ;  and  of  feeing  numberlefs  objcfts 
and  numberlefs  places,  *  which  are  inaccef* 
fible  to  the  horfeman,  and  never  were  feen 
by  any  one  whirled  through  the  country  in 
the  ftate-prifon  of  a  coach.  For  thefe  and 
many  other  reafons,  I  chufe  to  make  ufe 
of  my  own  legs,  and  prefer  the  wholefome 
exercife  of  walking  to  all  the  modes  of 
conveyance  which  effeminacy  and  luxury 
can  invent.  If  I  live  to  take  another  phi* 
lofophical  journey  on  foot  to  London,  Mr. 
Duncombe  in  Ffith-ftreet  may  depend  on 
hearing  me  knock  at  his  door. 

My  place  of  .rcfidence,  during  the  fum- 
^cr-months,  is  almoft  twenty  miles  (torn 
hence,  in  reduSd  vaUe^ 

^a  pinus  higtus  alBaqui  popuUu 
Umbram  hofpltaltm  con/ociare  amant  ramis. 

Here 
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Here  my  days  pafs  away  in  peace,  un- 
difturbed  by  ambition  and  envy,  not  alto- 
gether devoted  to  iblitude,  nor  too  often 
interrupted  by  focial  vifits.  I  rgoice  here 
in  the  works  of  my  hands,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  forming  a  wood  into 
walks,  in  nurfing  a  thicket  of  ihrubs,  and 
in  adding  the  improvements  of  art  to  thole 
of  nature  in  a  moft  delightful  iituation  ^. 


*  This  gentleiDan,  while  he  was  fellow  of  M^- 
ton-college,  had  a  very  elegant  garden  there,  in 
which  were  the  following  mottos,  after  the  manner 
cf  the  Italians.    Over  the  door. 


Mifyl*va^  €m>ujque 


Tutus  ab  inJUnSi  tenui  folabitur  irvu 
.  On  a  bench  near  the  entrance  cf  thegarden^ 

Vita  filuiwum  mlfira  ^mhitiamt  ^amfue. 
On  another  bench  next  the  fields. 


•  Mthiparva  rura 


ParcA  ncn  mtudax  dutit^  tt  maJUgmait 
Sptrmirt  wulgus* 


Oa 
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Was  It  not  for  fiich  amufements  as  thefe^ 
accompanied  with  the  entertainments  of 

On  a  fmalf  pump, 

Parvum  par*va  decent  ^ 

And  on  a  little  pyramid  in  memory  of  the  foonderf 
Waher  de  Mertcn, 

lile  noils  hac  otiaficit. 

On  the  oucilde  of  a  fummer-houfe  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  garden. 

In  his  ipfis  rebus t  qua  ad  requietem  animi  itkQa-' 
tionemque  quaruntur^  natura  dominatur^ 

And  on  the  infide. 

Inter  cunQa  leges y  et  percent ahere  doSos^ 
Sjid  rat  tone  queas  traducere  leniter  ovum ; 
^id  minuat  curasy  quid  te  tihi  reddat  amicum  ; 
^id  pure  tranquillety  bcnffSy  an  duke  Imee/ium, 
Jnfecretum  iter^  et  falUatis  femita  vita. 

In  his  chambers  alfo,  over  his  booksy  was  infer ibed. 

His  me  conjbbr,  vidurum  fua*viuSf  acfi 

S^tueftor  a*vuSf  pater  atque  meus  patruujque fuijfent. 

And  on  one  of  his  chairs, 
Otittm,  non  defidia. 

books, 


[    8i    3 

books^  I  fliould  probably  be  found  ac  the 
foot  of  Parnaflus^  courting  the  Mufes,  and 
catching  at  fome  of  that  poetical  fpirit 
which  is  ftill  indulged  to  you.  May  it 
long  be  indulged  to  you>  and  be  ever  at- 
tended with  fatisfadion  and  fuccefs  !  Thefe 
are  not  the  compliments,  but  the  finccre 
wilhes,  of,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moll  obliged  and 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

R.  MEADOWCOURT. 

I  can  give  you  but  a  bad  account  of 
any  tiling  I  have  publiflicd  of  late  years  *. 
Mr.  Sandby,  bookieller,  in  Fleet-ftreet^ 
may,  perhaps,  have  reafon  to  give  you  a 
worfc. 


*  In  partica!ar,  *'  A  critical  diflertacioD,  with 
«<  note«9  on  Milton's  Paradife  Regained,  1748,'*  of 
which  there  have  been  two  editions^ 


Vol.  III.  M  LETTER 
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LETTER     CLXVI. 
Mr,  Meadow  COURT  to  Mr.  Duitcombe. 
DEAR  SIR,  Worccftcr.  Dec,  4,  1758. 

JL  T  is  owing  tx)  a  long  excurfion  from 
home,  and  a  more  tirefome  attendance  on 
an  audit,  which  is  here  an  occafion  of  much 
collegiate  feftivity,  that  1  am  fo  late  in  ac- 
knowledging the  favour  of  your  letter,  and 
in  thanking  your  fon  for  his  very  accep- 
table prefent  *;  No  author  who  finds 
himfelf  praifed  in  print  can  be  more  de- 
lighted thah  I  was,  in  finding  proper  juf- 

^  The  <' FemiBcad,  or  Female  Geaiut,  a  ppem/* 
The  ladies  there  celebrated  are  Mrs.  Catherine  Phi- 
lips, Anne  coantefs  of  Win^chelfea,  Mrs.  Cpckbarae, 
Mrs.  Rowe,  Frances  dutchefs  dowager  of  Somerfct* 
Anne  vifcountefs  Irwin»  Mrs.  Wright  (fifter  to  Mr. 
Weiley,)  Mrs.  Madan,  Mrs.  Leapor,  Mrs.  Carter, 
Mrs.  Brooke,  Mifs  Ferrar  (now  Mrs.  Peckard,)  Mifs 
Pennington  (of  Huntingdon,)  Mifs  Mulfo  (now  Mrs. 
Chapone,)  and  Mifs  Highmore,  iince  narried  to  the 
aathor. 

tice 
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tice  done  m  the  "  Feminead''  to  the  charac-. 
ters  of  Mrs.  Madan  and  Mifs  Carter,  who 
have  ever  been  my  favourite  heroines  in 
verfe.  The  fpirit  which  animates  the  poems 
of  thefe  two  ladies  fcems  transfufed  into 
Mr.  Duncombe's.  His  Mufe  is  a  Mufe  of 
found  judgment  as  well  as  ftrong  fenfe. 
She  is  never  unintelligible  in  her  flights, 
never  hides  her  head  infer  nubila^  and  n^* 
yorferpit  bumu 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  fpent  part  of 
the  laft  fummer  at  Stocks.  You  feem 
doubtful  whether  I  have  ever  been  at  that 
agreeable  places  Mrs.  Ouncombe  can  tell 
you  that  I  was  once  a  troublefome  gueft 
there,  on  your  nephew  Lewis's  ♦  invitation, 
for  more  than  a  fortnight,  and  during  that 
time  had  great  fatisfadtion  in  vifiting  Mr. 
Gore's  family  at  Tring,  and  my  worthy 
friend  Dr.  Cowper  at  Berkhamfted.  The 
beech-»woods,  the  lawns,  the  hills,  the 
well-watered  valleys,  and  the  ezteofive 
views  of  the  country  round  Aylelbury,  arc 

•  See  vol.  11,  Utter  xe. 

M  2  ftill 


C    84    j 

ftill  ftrongly  imprefled  on  my  mind.  The 
laft  vifit  I  paid  your  brother  was  the  laft 
vifit  I  wiihed  to  pay,  as  I  came  thither,  at 
his  requeft,  with  the  remains  of  a  moft 
amiable  and  hopeful  youth  ^,  and  faw  them 
laid  in  the  grave.  His  lofs,  and  the  lofs  of 
Dr.  Cowper,  have  n^ade  me  a  voluntary 
exile  from  that  part  of  Hertfordlhirc, 
which,  with  all  its  charms^  can  hold  forth 
nothing  inviting  to,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  afFeftionate  and 

obliged  humble  fervant, 

R.  MEADOWCOURT. 

LETTER    CLXVII. 
Rev.  Mr.  HtRsxf  f.r.s.  to  Mr.  J.Dukcombe, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,       ^"cL^^^^^t^c!^^^^^ 

W  HEN  we  left  England,  three  impor- 
tant expeditions  were  carrying  on.    The 

*  See  note  f  on  letter  cxviii*  vol.  iu  p«  loi. 

f  The  writer  of  this  letter  (who  was  the  eldeft  Ton 
of  the  Rev.  Or*  Hirft,  late  re^or  of  Bengeo  and  $>• 

combe, 
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firft  under  commodore  Moore  in  the  Weft 
Indies^    the  next  under  admiral  Saunders 

combe^  Hertfordfhirey  and  was  educated  at  St.  Peter's 
college,  Cambridge)  after  having  ferved  as  chaplaia 
on  board  feveral  of  his  majeily's  (hips,  (particularl/ 
the  Hampton-court,  when  difpatched  to  Lilbon  after 
the  earthquake  in  1755,  of  which  city  he  made  a 
drawing  in  its  ruins»)  was  at  this  time  chaplaia  of 
the  Lenox  and  fecretary  to  rear-admiral  Cornilh. 
While  he  was  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  he  was 
prefent  at  the  fieges  of  Pondicherry,  Vellour,  &c. 
and  on  Jtfne  6,  1761,  he  made  an  accurate  obferva- 
tion  of  the  tran£t  of  Venus  over  the  fun  at  the  go- 
verment-houfe  at  Madras,  in  company  with  gover* 
nor  (now  lord)  Pigqt*  &c.  of  which  an  account  is 
given  in  the  "  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,"  vol.  Ivi, 
andMn  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine"  for  1762^ 
p.  177.  In  March,  1762,  he  was  appointed  chaplaia 
to  the  fadory  at  Calcutta,  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Van* 
iittart,  the^p  governor  of  Bengal,  and  refided  there,  ia 
general  efteem,  till  the  year  1765,  when  he  returned 
to  England,  with  his  excellent  friend,  in  hismajefty's 
fliip  the  Panther.  In  their  pafTage,  Mr.  Hirft  took 
a  view  of  the  c«pe  of  Good  Hope,  which  was  engra* 
ved  in  1766  by  Mr.  Canot.  At  the  fecond  tranfit  of 
7enu8,  on  June  3,  1769,  Mr.  Hirft  was  one  of  the 
affiftants  to  the  aftronomer- royal  at  Greenwich,  and 
an  account  of  his  obfervation  was  publiflied  in  the 
'^  Philofophical  TranfaitioDs/'  vol.lviii,  p.  361,  and 

ia 
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dgaind:  Quebec,  and  the  third  under  ad- 
mh^l  Bofcawen  fent  to  the  Mediterranean. 
The  event  of  thefe  muft  now  be  determi- 
ned and  known  at  home.  I  hope  they 
have  all  fully  anfwered  the  public  expec- 
tation *. 

Out  fquadron  failed  from  St.  Helen'% 
in  company  with  the  latter,  on  the  15th 

ip  the  <*  Gcnt)eman'«  Magazin^"  for  1770,  p.  402. 
Beiog  now  in  eafy  cir^umftaQces,  happy  ia  himiUf 
aod  ia  hi«  friends,  nothing  could  have  tempted  hjo 
to  **  wander  again  over  the  face  of  the  great  deep*" 
bat  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  the  calla  oi  friendihip« 
On  a  heart  like  his,  thefe  had  claims  that  were  irre- 
£(lible.  A3  chaplain  to  the  commiilion  he  therefore 
embarked  with  Mr.  Vanfittart  on  board  the  Aurora, 
in  Sept.  1769  s  and  in  that  fatal  voyage  accompanied, 
alas !  the  fupervifora  to  *<  that  country  irom  wbofe 
*•  bourn  no  traveller  return^/*  Let  this  fnffice-^ 
the  woaod  ii  too  painful  to  bear  any  farther  probing. 

*  They  did  moft  fully  3  witnefs  the  conqueft  of 
Gaudeloupe  and  Quebec,  and  the  deftrni^ion  of  th# 
Toulon  fleet.  Admiral  Comilh'a  fquadron  was  sa 
lefs  fuccefsful  by  contributing  largely  to  the  rediic* 
tion  of  Poodicherry  and  Maailla. 

of 
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of  April,  1759.  In  the  chops  of  the  chan- 
nel our  two  fleets  feparat^d,  to  purfue  our 
refpedtive  deftinations. 

Our  firft  place  of  rendezvous  was  the 
ifland  of  Madeira^  where  we  anchored 
May  2.  This  is  a  very  fertile  fpot,  but 
the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  are  poor  % 
at  which  you  will  not  wonder,  when  I  tell 
you  how  much  they  are  peftered  with 
fwartns  of  idle  priefts  and  monks — mere 
drones,  who  live  upon  the  honey  of  the 
hive  I 

Sic  vos  nan  tfohis  nuUiJicatis  apes. 

Here  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  co- 
met in  the  conftcllation  Crater,  From  its 
great  fouthem  latitude,  I  believe  it  was 
not  vifible  in  England,  as  it  difappeared 
before  it  made  any  confiderable  progrefs  to 
the  northward.  I  tranfmitted  a  crude  ac- 
count of  it  to  my  good  friend  commiffioner 
Mead,  of  the  cuftoms,  but  by  being  on 
board,    and  wanting  proper  inftruments, 

could 
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could  not  be  very  exadt  in  the  obfervation^ 
However,  I  traced  its  path  in  the  heavens 
with  fufEcient  accuracy  to  determine  its 
motion  and  inclination  to  the  ecliptic. 

After  we  had  taken  in  our  wine  and  other 
neccffaries  for  our  voyage,  we  prepared  to 
leave  this  ifland,  and  were  under  weigh 
May  8.  Our  next  rendezvous  was  St.  Au- 
guftine's  bay,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar,  where  we  arrived  Auguft  1 1, 
and  having  completed  our  water,  and  re- 
frefhcd  our  people,  failed  from  thence 
September  i. 

The  accounts  of  this  place  are  very  im- 
perfed,  from  its  being  fo  little  frequented 
by  Europeans,  except  in  time  of  war,  when 
the  Englilh  Eaft  India  fleets  generally  touch 
here  to  be  fupplied  with  frelh  provifions, 
&c.  In  ihort,  it  is  under  the  fame  predi- 
cament to  us  that  we  were  to  t;hc  Romans, 
hcmg  penitus  toto  divifa  orh*.     But  be  this 

*  The  bed  and  mod  aatbentic  accoaoc  ever  givea 
ot  Madagafcar  was  publifhed  in  172^,  by  Robert 

Drory> 
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as  it  may^  it  is  a  very  fine  ilknd,  produc* 
tive  not  only  of  the  neceflaries  but  even  the 
delicacies  of  life    It  would  fill  many  fheets 

Drurx»  who»  being  (hipwrecked  in  the  Degrave  Eaft 
Indiamao,  oo  the  foath  fide  of  that  iflan|j»  id  1702^ 
being  then  a  boy,  lived  thet%  at  a  flave  fifteen  years, 
and  after  his  return  to  England,  annong  thofeirtrlio 
knew  him  (and  be  was  known  to  i|iany«  being  m 
porter  at  the  E«ft4ndi|i-honfe)  had  the  cbarader  of 
a  downright  honeft  man,  without  any  appearance  of 
irand  or  impofture.  Tlie  trath  of  this  narrattre,  as 
far  as  it  goes,  was  confirmed  by  its  exad  agreement 
withr  the  journal  kept  by  Mr.  John  Benbow,  (eldeft 
foobf  the  brave  but  unfprtanate  ad|niraU)  wh»r  be- 
ing il^Qnd  mate  of  the  Degrave,  was  alio  fhip*- 
wrecked,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  maflacred  bjr 
the  natives  with  the  captain  aqd  the  reft  of  the  crew, 
"Drury  and  three  other  boys  only  excepted.  Mr.* 
Benbow's  journal  was  accidentally  hnrot,  in  the;yea# 
1 7 14,  in  a  fire  near  Aldgate,  but  feverai  of  his 
friends,  who  had  feen  it,  recolleded  the  particulart 
and  its  correfpondence  with  Drury.'s.  To  the  etr« 
cumftance  of  its  being  thus  (le^royed,  as  well  as  the 
fubjefk  of  it,  the  compiler  of  Mr.  Benbow's  life  in 
the  *'  BiograpbiaBritannica,"  vol.  i,  p.  688,  feems  to 
have  been  a  ilranger.  Inftead  of  **  a  Urge  and  very 
*'  comprehenfive  book,"  it  was  only  a  journal,  like 
thofe  kept  by  every  fca-ofiicer. 

Vol.  IIL  N  to 
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to  acqttaint  you  with  the  taecdotes  1  coK 
lefted,  and  the  bbfervations  that  oceurrcd, 
during  cur  ftajrtherc.  Suffice-  it  to  fay 
(merely  for  the  fake  of  thrulling  in  a  poe- 
rical  quotatiofl)  that  in  the  offing  of  St.  Au- 
^ftipe*s  bay  wc  faw  many  whales,  which 
frequently  fwam  very  near  the  flup,  and 
wen)  noar  half  as  long :  an  awful  fight  t 
Thefc  the  natives  csdl  tujbts.  They  fptfut. 
water  to  an  jinprcdible  height^  and,  in  the; 
moj(t  ftark  calm,  will,  by.  flouncing  and* 
Miing  their  tsuls,  ftiT:  the  fea  to  a  tempeft. 
They  abdund  lb  much  in  thefe  parts,  that 
it  is  no  uncommon  fight  to  fee  ten  or  tWclve 
of  them  (pouting  together,  which,  at  ar 
diftance^  very  much  refcmble  the  {ba  btiea- 
king  on  a  ledge  jof  rocks ; 

'    ^-  ■      ■  *  ——'Huge  ofbollcy 
"Wallowing  onw«i!d)r^  eoormoBs  in  their  gait^ 
Temped  the  ocean  j  here  Leviathan, 
Hogell  of  living  creatores,  onthedeep. 
Stretched  like  a  promontory,  flecps  or  fwims. 
And  feemt  a  moving  land-^and  ac  hit  gilli 
Drawt  in,  and  ac  his  trunk  fpouts  our,  a  Tea. 

O  rare  John  Mih6n ! ' 

Madagafcar 
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Madagaiqar  k  divided  into  a  oumbbr  of 
pettjr  kingdoms  or  ftates,  the  krgeft  of 
which  is  that  of  Breeds,  which  (as  Ae  na- 
tm»   informed  me)   abounds    with  gold 
mines,  as  does  the  kingdom  of  Volambo 
with  thofe  of  filver.     And  there  is  great 
reafon  to  credit  this  aflcrtion  j  for  the  teeth 
of  many  of  the  fheep,  and  other  cattle,  killed 
QO  board  our  ihip,  were  fo  much  covered 
Widi  a  metrflinc  fcale  as  to  refemble  teeth 
of  brafs.    This  the  miners  are  faid  to  look 
upon  as  an  infallible  indication  of  a  niine 
being  under  the  furfacp  on  which  fuch  cat- 
tle graze.     I  will  not  anfwer  for  the  infalli- 
bility of  this  trial,  but  am  fure  it  is  more 
eonfiftcnt  with  reafon  than  the  idle  tales  6f 
the  divii^ing  rods.     In  tl^c  firft  volume  of 
the  learned  Boerhaaye's    ('  Elements  of 
^^  cbemiftry,''  page  22,  part  ii,  I  met  with 
thefoHowing  bbferv^tion :  the  audior,  ttta- 
Ung  of  gold,  fays, "  In  Mada^afcar  there  is 
♦'  A  very  firft  fort,  which  runs  like  lead,  with   . 
^*  a  gende  fire :"  for  the  truth  of  this  he  re- 
fers to  "  Flacourt's  hiftory  of  the  ifland  of 
^5  Madagafcar,**  ch.  49^    1  have  not  this 
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book ;  yet  have  often  obferved  a  large  but- 
ton of  a  yellow  caft,  like  thofc  which  the 
Dutch  wear  on  their  breeches^  tied,  by  way 
of  ornament,  to  the  crown  of  the  Madagaf- 
car  princes  heads*.    This,  I  found,  was 

*  lo  like  manner,  Drury  fays^  p.  944,  **  Tb«  rofn 
'<  adorn  themfclvea  wkh  ^  mannelers/  which  are 
^'  rings  for  their  wrifts ;  and  thefe  both  men  and 
**  women  of  dUlindlion  wear.  They  are  fometimf  a 
^  of  gold*  (but  where  they  get  it  ii  jnoie  than  I 
^<  knowy  and  perhaps  worth  enquiring  after»)  often 
^'  of  iilver^  but  more  often  of  copper ;  which  I  found 
*'  at  length  is  produced^  and  made  in  the  country, 
^*  as  well  as  iron," 

Again,  p.  576,  deferibing  the  irtfao(  the  kingpf 
f'eraiogher,  (called  by  th^  Europeans  Yong-pwl)  he 
fays,  **  On  his  forehead  were  feveral  gold  beads; 
"  about  his  neck  was  a  very  fine  gold  necklace ;  over 
**  his  ihoulders  hung  two  ftrings  of  beads,  feveral  ef 
^'  them  gold ;  on  e^ch  wrift  about  iix  manoelera  of 
^*  filver,  ^n4  fo|ir  rings  of  gold  oq  his  Angers/' 

And  p.  393,  f*  They  have  filver  in  feme  of  the 
**  spoil  mountainous  and  inland  parts  of  the  country, 
*'  and  know  bow  to  make  ear- plates  of  it,  and  maa- 
*'  nelers ;  {0  that  I  have  the  Arongeft  reaibn  to  think 
**  the  counuy  produces  it;  nor  is  there  much leafoa 
^f  to  jdoubtf  but  gold  is  |p  be  had  here.*' 

Itmjirkably 
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remarkably  fofr,  ivhich  made  me  think  it 
was  bafe  metal,  but  they  all  affirmed  it  was 
fine  gold.  I  ihall  mention  but  one  circum- 
ftance  more  to  corroborate  the  above  opi- 
nion. Not  far  from  Tent-rock  in  St.  Au- 
guftine's  bay,  in  the  king  of  Baubau's  do- 
minions^ is  a  mineral  fpring,  which  alfo 
affords  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  there  are  mines 
of  fome  Ibrt  or  other  in  its  neigbourhood* 
However,  our  European  Mammon  ha34pp 
yet  fet  foot  on  this  rich  foil  ^  for  he,  ac- 
cording to  Milton,  firil  taught  men  to  value 
gold : 

— —      ■         By  him  firft 

Men  alfoy  and  by  his  foggeftion  .taught« 
Ranfack'd  the  centre,  and  with  impious  hands 
Rifled  the  bowels  of  their  mother  earth 
For  treafores  better  hid— 

lam,  &c. 

W.  HIRSTS 

•  «<  This  letter  and  notes/'  (fay  the  Monthly  Re- 
viewers)  *'  null  give  both  pleafure  and  pain  to  the 
**  lovers  of  humanity  and  the  friends  of  fcience.— 
**  How  complicated  was  the  lofs  which  this  covntry 

«<  fttflained 
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with  hair  of  a  reddifli  hue;  for  which  rea* 
fori,  they  are  generally  called  *'  flying 
"  foxics  * :  towards  the  evening  great  flocks 
of  them  fly  over  the  valleys,  and  very  much 
rejemble  crow$  in  their  flow,  regular  flight. 
Qatnelioos  are  frequently  tp  be  met  with, 
ajld  a  cf^atare  called  ajna^awk^  of  a  very 
hannk&  nature,  and  eafily  :amed«  I  |>ro- 
cured  ch^  three  laft  aoimah  as  curioflties  -, 
but  the  bat  cQed,  the  camelion  gave  me  the 
flip,  and  the.  macawk  only  remains  alive. 
Its  fl;iape  is  between  a  monkey  and  a  fquir* 
icl,  but  not  at  all  mifchievous ;  its  tail  is 
very  long  and  beautiful,  and  diverfificd 
with  rings  of  black  and  white.  The  bul- 
locks are  finely  limbed,  and  have  a  large 
hump  of  fat  between  the  ftiouldcrs,  not  un- 
like a  camel's  \.  Thi$  hump  is  hot  fo  good 
eating  as  a  cow's  udder,  and  has  a  tallow- 

•  Mr.  NieuhofF,  in  his  •»  voyages, '*  gives  the /aiii« 
iccouncof  the  bats  of  Malabar. 

See  "  Churchiirs  CbHeaioto,**  ^\.  U,  p.  256. 

f  «<  The  cattle  are  fine  beaftsy  nnd  have  a  hoop 
"  between  their  Iliculderi,  almoft  like  a  ctmert.  all 
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Uh  taftc.  They  weigh  between  five  and  fix 
hundred  weight  each,  and  are  bought  for  a 
ten-ihiUing  gun  or  an  iron  pot. 

The  fheep  are  not  woolly^  but  covered 
with  hair,  and  very  large,  but  in  general 
lean,  the  fat  of  their  bodies  defcending  to 
their  tails,  which  4re  often  fo  heavy,  that 
they  can  fcarce  walk  with  them  ^.  About 
five  or  fix  of  theiie  are  deemed  equivalent  to  a 
bullock.  The  goats  are  very  fine,  fat,  and 
tender,  and  (to  my  taftc)  little  inferior  to  En*- 
glifh  venifon*  We  could  not  hear  that  there 
were  any  horfe^,  or  bea(^  trained  for  car«r 
riage,  among  them-f-.     Perhaps  they  are 

*9  fgt  and  flefli ;  fome  of  which  might  weigh,  as  near 

««  as  I  caa  guefs,  about  three  or  fonr  fcore  pounds.'* 

**  Drary's  Jeurnal/*  p.  83, 

*  **  Here  are  alfo  fome  fheep  with  great  heavy 
*^  tails,  like  Turkey  fiieep ;  but  they  ate  not  wooUy 
'^  as  oars,  rather  hairy  as  a  goat."    Hid. 

t  **  That  thefe  people  had  not  their  religion  front 

*'  any  polite  or  learned  nation^  is  plaip  by  their  re* 

'  taining  no  noti(m,  or  memory,  of  letters ;  nor  their 

Vo;..  III.  O  ••  having 
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not  y(&C  foildeiidy  ciVillfed  to  think  c^/ugH 
iHdvlgcaosA  to  tndoknc  difpoQtions. 

The  natives  intimate^  that  the  grais  in 
Ac  inland  (fiuntrie^  is  v^ry  fine*,  but  for 
many  tnites  tbvtnd  St  Auguftine's  bay  there 
grows  6tify  a  kind  of  ruffies  or  flags,  five 
6t  fix  iNt  high,  whieh  they  call  grafe,  and 
iMith  which  the  Ihipsftippljrthcmfelves,  for 
Adirliwftbek  they  take- on  board  5  but  it 
is  very  poor  food,  and  we  found  it  aflTorded 
Kttk ofno nourilhment :  the catde are foon 
emacia^d  that  havd  nothing  but  this  to  eau 
Th^e  is  grcfat  plenty  ^f  poultry  in  the  if- 

'*  having  a  borfe  among  them,  or  fo  necelTarv  a 
*^  macfaiae  as  a  wheel  of  any  iciod,.  either  for  car- 
•*  rtage,  or  other  ofe." 

Prefaoe  to  "  Drury's  Journal,''  p.  xi. 

*  This  it  confiraed  by  Drury,  who  iays,  "  The 
**  plains  are  well  covered  with  feveral  forts  of  grafs, 
"  and  of  different  colours,  which  grow  to  a  much 
**  greater  height  than  any  in  England :  they  never 
**  cut  any  for  hay,  for  before  the  old  is  dead,  new 
^'  is  fprung  op  under  it/' 

**  Drury'*  jbamal/'  p.  187' 

land 
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land;  the  quails  and  partridges  are  le& 
than  ours,  and  very  diy  and  harlh.  Th© 
Guinea  hens  are  very  good  and  tender^ 
equal  to  the  bed  pheafants  or  woodcocks, 
though  not  much  relKhed  by  the  natives. 

They  have  no  priefts  among  them»  the 
chiefs  difcharging  the  offices  of  religion 
themfelves*.  When  thefe  great  perfonages 
are  at  variance^  they  coine  to  a  reconcili^ 
tion  by  drinking  together  fcven  fpoonful^ 
of  bullocks  blood  -f-,  and  for  differences  of 
long  contihuance  they  drink  feven  drops  of 
their  own  blood.    Their  religion  is  com- 

•  **  They  having"  no  priefts,  the  chief  mao,  whc- 
"  ther  of  the  county,  town,  or  family,  performs  all 
"  divine  offices  himfelf.'**  /foV-  p.  8i,  *<  Every 
**  map  here,  a  poor  man  as  well  as  a  Idrd^  !•  a  prieft 
««  for  himfelf  and  family,**    P-  236. 

f  The  ceremony,  which  Drnrj^  mentfoMS  as  the 
ufual  ratification  of  treades,  is  th?  xbafting  the  liver 
of  an  oxy  which  is  put  on  lances,  and  eaten  with 
imprecations  by  the  princes,  or  their  ambaiTadors. 

h  155. 

'    G  2  pounded 
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poUndcd  of  Mahometifm  *  and  P^anifnu 
Our  Monday  is  their  great  day  of  worfhip* 
When  they  facrificc  bullocks  to  fomc  parti- 
cular idol  or  deity,  the  bullocks  hearts  arc 
confumed  in  the  fire,  but  all  the  other  parts 
are  divided  by  the  people  prefent,  who  are 
affembled  tpgethcr  by  the  blowing  of  conchs 
or  the  beating  of  drums.  'They  praftifc 
circumcifion,  at  which  ceremony  they  make 
a  facrifice  according  to  their  abilities  or  cir^ 
cumftances^% — 

.  —  I  muft  here  break  off  in  the  middle 
of  my  ftory  to  tell  you,  our  fquadron  joined 

*  Drury  finds  no.refemblance  between  the  Mabo- 
netan  religion  and  that  of  Madagafcar:  *^  On  the 
**  contrary/'  he  fays,  **  Mahomet  pretended  to  talk 
'*  with  God,  but  thefe  people  will  not  hear  with 
'*  patience  that  any  one  ever  converfed  with  Deaan 
•*  Unghorray,  the  Supreme  God."  P.  456.  They 
alfo  eat  Twine's  fleih.    P.  34 r. 

f  Drury  gives  a  particular  account  of  the  cere- 
mony of  the  circumcifion  of  hh  mafier  Deaan  Mevar^ 
row's  fdn,  "  near  a  year  old,  for  they  have  no  certain 
"  time  of  doing  it."  P.  239—243.  The  feaft  laflcd 
thrte  days. 

admiral 
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admiral  Potock  the  i8th  of  laft  months 
that  we  are  now  off  Cape  Comorin,  in  our 
paflage  to  TilHchcrry  *,  and  are  very  fickly^ 
having  buried  fifty  of  our  people. 
I  am  your  fincere  friend, 

W.H, 


*L  E  T  T  E  R    CLXIX. 
Joseph  Ward,  Efqj-f*  to  Mr.  Highmore. 

DEAR  SIR.  Willington,  near  Derby, 

July  i3>  17^1- 


— o. 


'N  Monday  laft  I  faw  an  account 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Richardfon.  You  have 
loft  a  valuable  friend,  and  the  world  an 
ingenious  man.  I  know  no  modern  author 
that. was  a  greater  mafter  of  the  paflions 
than  he  was,  or  had  a  greater  infight  into 
human  nature. 

*  An  Eogllfh  factory  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  eighty 
miles  fouth-eaft  from  Goa.. 

t  Sarrifter  at  law.    He  died  in  1767. 

■     ■    Miipm 
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LETTER  CLXX. 

Mr.  Ward  to  Mr.  Highmore. 
DEAR  SIR,  WUIiBgtoD,  00. 14,  1761, 

X  Received  your  favour  of  the  29th  of 
July,  and  though  I  am  fenfible  that  from 
the  prophecies  in  the  Old  and  New  Tcfta- 
menr,  and  from  the  hiftory,  calamities,  diA 
perfion,  and  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  Jews,  a  ftrong  argument  may  be  drawn 
in  favour  of  the  Chriflian  revelation,  yet  I 
know  myfclf  abfolutely  incapable  to  do 
jufticc  to  it ;  but  as  you  fay,  "  you  will 
*'  not  admit  of  any'excufes  from  pretended 
*'  inability,  which  (you  add)  are  trite  and 
•*  you  fhall  deem  unkind,"  I  have  no  other 
way  than  to  try  (however  unequal  I  am)  to 
perform  the  talk  you  are  pleafed  to  impof^ 
upon  me. 


The  moft  eafy  and  natural  method  of  pro- 

>bc 
I.  To 


ceeding  in  this  matter  feems  10  me  to  be 


>  I  •  To  ronfider  fome  of  tlie  moft  remaf' 
kable  prophecies  in  the  Qld  and  New  'tcC* 

tament. 

2.  Whether -many  of  thofc  prophecies 
(though  not  all)  have  been  completed  and 
accompliflied. 

3«  To  examine,  whether,  fuppofing  you 
lay  the  prophecies  and  their  completions  out 
of  the  cafe,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Jews  is 
not  a  ftrange  and  unnatural  phenomenon, 
and,  according  to  the  nature  and  common 
courfe  of  things,  wholly  and  ahfolutely  un- 
accountable. 

•  In  the  xxviiith  chapter  of  Deuteronoriiy, 
the  Jews,  as  a  nation,  are  threatened  with 
a  long  catalogue  of  terrible  evils  in  cafe  of 
difobedience,  which,  from  the  i6th  verfe 
fo  the  37th,  are  particularly  enumerated. 

In  the  37chverfe.  Thou  Jhalt  become  an 
ajlomjhment^  a  proverb^  and  a  by<vordj  among 
a!l  nations  whither  the  Lordjhall  lead  thee. 

Vol.  Ill-  P  45.  More^ 


•45.  Jl&rfewr,  M'  fkeje  im^Jisfiail  eime 
upon  thee  J  (MJht^pUrfuktheby  andvvertait 
tbee^  till  thou  he  definrfed:  hecaufe  tbouBearie^ 
nejyi  not  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
fo  ieep  hit  coHiJhafdifieHts  arm  his  Jlahttes 
ibhich  he  conMdnitd  thee. 

46.  Jnd  theyjhall  be  upon  ibeefor  a  fign^ 
and  fir  a  t^oniet^  uhSupon  thy  Jredfdr  ever. 

4^.  "J^e  Ldrd  JhaU  bring  a  natioH  agiiinft 
thee  from  far,  frofn  the  end  of  the  earthy  as 
flvift  as  the  eagieffyeth,  a  nation  ivhofe  tongue 
fhokjhalt  nth  undhfland:  ' 

50.  A  nation  of  fierce  countenance j  wbicb 
Jbait  not  regard  fhe  perfin  of  the  old,  orfiew 
favour  unto  the  young. 

52.  AndheJhailhefiegetheeiHaUthygates^ 
until  thy  high  and  fenced  walls  com  dmvn, 
wherein  thou  irujedfi,  throughout  all  thy 
Hand^&c. 

53-  ^^^ 
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55t  Afut4bouJbaheMttbf^fiiib<^Aintmm 
hi^,  th'&jkfh.  ^thyfrnis  mivf  tfy  dtmgitm 
(which  ti^  Ijfrd  tiy  09d  haih  gmen  ibu)<k 
thefiege  and  inthe  ftrm»cfiwbereouitb  tkim 
fnemksJhaH  difire/s  tha : 

54.  So  that  the  man  that  is  tender  among 
you  and  very  delicate^  hiseyeJhdUhe  evH  toward 
'bis  hr other y  and  torvardthe  mfe  ofhi^hofom^ 
tmd  towards  the  remnant  of  his  children  ^^chich 
hepaUkave: 

S^*  So  that  he  will  not  give  to  an^  of  them 

ofthejkjh  of  his  children  whon^hejhall  eat : 

lecaufe  he  J^alf  have  nothing  (efi  him  in  the 

fiege  and  in  the  Jtraitnefs  mhereivith  thine  enir 

miesfhaS  diftrefs  thee  in  aU-thy  gaits. 

^6^  %kf  Under  and  ^Sc^tc  -^man  ^nong 
yotf,  mhich  ^oh14  mt  ^yentffri  tp  Jet  f^ 
Jole  of  her  fiot  Mpm  fhfgroun^  for  4^licaHr 
nefs  and  tendernefsj  her  eyejhall  he  evil  towards 
the  hujband  of  her  hofom^  and  towards  her 
J^  Md  iMHttds  Ur  doMgbkr, 

P  2  37.  Md 
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57*  Jttd  towards  her  young  6nt  Ihai  r^- 
9fteth  auijhm  between  her  feel j  and  Unt;ardi 
her  cbildr£M'7vbicbJheJhaU  b^ttr^  forfi>eJhaU 
04f  tkmjQrs^ant  ^f  ^^Utbingsfecretly  in  th 
jUge  and  ftraitnefs  '!whfrervifb  fhine  enemy 
JhaU  diftrefs  thee  in  thy  gates. 

.  64.  Anithi  Lordjhflll  fcatter  fkee.  <imng 
aUpeopU,  from  the  one  end  ofthe'earib  even 
unto  the  other  •,  and  there  thou  JhaU  Jervf 
other  gods y  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers, 
have  knowny  even  wood  andjione. 

(Ss^  Jind  among  thefe  nations  Jhalt  thou  find 

•  fio  eafe^  neither  JhaU  thefole  qf  thy  foot  have 

refi  \  hut  the  Lord  JhaU  give  the  there  a  trem- 

iUng  hearty  and  failing  eyesy  and  forrow  oj 

mind* 

66.  Jnd  thy  Ufe  JhaU  hang  hi  doubt  before 
iheey  and  thoit  Jhalt  fear  day  and  nighty  and 
JhaU  have  none  affurance  of  thy  life. 

67.  In  the  moriting  thou  Jhah  fayy  fTould 
God  it  were  ev^ :  and  at  even  thoajhakfofy 
fTould  God  ft  were  morningy  6?r. 

Thcfc 
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'Thefe  vat  fomexf  the  remarkable  vcrfcs 
in  that  ^apter,  which  a  mah  of  hqmaoily 
cannot  hdp  bri&g  iwQimded  :ih  the  tranfcrif^ 
bing ;  nor  can  a  man  help  obferving  what 
flrong  painting  of  deep  diftrefs  is  therein' 
contained! 

In. the  xxxth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy, 
verfe  i.  Jnd  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs  when  all 
tbefi  things,  are  come  upon  ibee,  the  bkffing 
and  the  curfe^  which  I  have  fet  before  thee^ 
and  thou  pfllt  call  them  to  mind  among  all  the 
nations  whither  the  Lord  thy  Gad,  bath  driven 
thcff 

2.  Andjbalt  return  unto  the  Lord  tbyGod^ 
andjhak  obey  his  voice  according  to  aU  that  I 
command  thee  this  day,  thou  and  thy  children^ 
with  all  thine  hearty  and  with  all  thy  foul: 

3.  That  then  the  Lord  thy  God  will  turn 
thy  captivity^  and  have  compajfion  upon  thee^ 
^nd  will  return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the 
nations  whither  fhe  Lord  thy  Gpd  hath  feat* 
tertd  thee. 

4.// 
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4,  t/jni^  ^  Mm  be  drkten  wk  into  the 
tfm^  pdrts  of  htMen^  fitm  ihenaeemM  the 
Lord  thy  God  gather  tbmf  sad  fiym  thence 
tmUJbe)iU:i  ihe^ 

5.  Jnd  the  Lord  thy  God  will  bring  tia 
into  the  land  which  thy  fathers  pq[fejfcd^  and 
th0ttjbakpofft/sh,&t. 

For  th^^ugh  the  jcwi  were  to  fiiffer  all 
ri)efe  calitnki^s,  to  be  (irattefied  and  di& 
per&d  in  the' manner  foretold,  yet  tkey 
were  not  to-be  abibkitdy  deftroyed,  as  ap- 
pears by  feveral  places  in  the  prophets  :-* 
Jeremiah  xxx,  10.  Therefore  fear  thou  not, 
0  my  fenprna  Jucok,  faith  the  Lord,  ndther 
be  dUfmayed^  0  IfrmeU  for  io^  I  T^iil/atfe  tbm 
fr^m^efar^  and 4hy  feed fram  the  land ^thm 
captivity^  and  Jacob fioa^ return^  andfiaUbe 
in  reft  and  quiet j  and  none  fhall  make  him 
mfrjui^ 

If.  Pw  lam  ivith  thee,  fdtk  the  Lord,  /# 
fave  thee :  though  I  make  a  fnU  end  of  aU 
nations  whither  I  have  Jfattered  thee,  yet  mU 

I  not 


t  "X  r 

^together  unpuni/hed. 

Againi  J^emiah  xlvi^  aJ.  Fearthou  not, 
O  Jacoby  my  fervantj  faith  the  L»rdj  f(»  J 
din  with  thee^  for  I  will  make  a  full  end  of  all 
the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  thes,^  ht 
J  mil  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee,  hut  cc^reH 
fhee  in  meafupcyyet  will  I  not  leave  thee  wholly 
unpuni/hed  j  in  the  margin  of  the  bible  now 
lying  before  nae  it  is  not  utterly  cut  thee  off^ 
dn4  probably  it  ought  to  be  fo  tranilated. 

A  remnant  wa$  to  return  out  of  all  <5oun* 
Cries  whkher  Godliad  driven  them.  Jere- 
miah xxiii>  3.  And  I  will  gather  the  remnant 
pf  my  flock ^  out  of  all  coantries  whither  I  havi 
driven  tbem^  and  will  bripg  them  again  to 
their  folds,  and  they  Jhall  tie  fruit/ul  and 
hcred^e. 

Ifaiah  x,  20.  And  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs  in 
that  d^ J  that  the  remnant  of  Ifrael,  andfuch 
disre  efcaped  of  the  houfe  of  Jacob ^  fhall  no 

more 
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nmejlay  upon  him  that/mote  them  :  iutJhaU 
Jof  upM  the  Lord,  the  holy  One  oflfraelj  hi 
truth. 

21.  7he  remnant  JhaU  return,  even  the  rem- 
nant of  Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God. 

Ifatah  XI,  12.  j4n/i  hejhallfet  up  an  enjign 
for  the  nations  J  and  JhaU  afemhle  the  outcafts 
oflfrael^  and  gather  together  the  difperfed  of 
Judah  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earths 

Exckiel  vi,  8,  after  feveral  judgments 
are  denounced,  Tet  7vill  I  leave  a  remnant, 
that  ye  may  have  fome  that  JhaU  ejcape  the 
fivord  among  the  nations,  when  ye  Jhull  be 
fcattered  through  the  countries. 

I  fuppofe  it  not  neceffary  to  cite  any 
more  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  \  let  us  now  examine  fome  of  the 
New. 


In 


t    us.  1, 

•  III  thie  xxivth  chapter  of  Matthew,  Jefur 
foretells  the  de(lru^p9  of  Jerufale^n^  when 
his  difciples  were  defirous  that  their  mailer 
ihould  obferve  the  magnificence  and  l?eayty 
of  the  temp}$.  .      . 

Vcrfc  2.  Andjefusfaid  unto  tbenti.  Se^ye 
ffQt  (iH  tbffe  things  f  Verify  I  fw/  unto  yw^ 
there  JhaU  not  he  left  herf  one  Jlone  upon  ano^ 
ther^  thdiJhdU  not  he  thrown  4own. 

See  alfo  Markxii!,  i,  and  Luke  isx\^  6^ 
which  are  parallel  plages, 

Again^  Matthew  sxiv,  3.  And  m  he  fat 
upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  the  difciples  came 
unto  him  privately^  faying^  Tell  iis,t!;henJhaU 
thefe  things  he  f  4ndv>hatfhall  he  thejign  of 
thy  coming,  andoftbf  end  of  the  i^orld^  f 

•  ft  /honid  fcave  ^en  tranflated  ^«  thtendoftht  age^* 
ueu  T%  ffvntXiiM^  -^tf  uii^mp  the  word  u^f  fighifylng 
^evum,  or/^cuiumy  as  well  SLsmttftJus:  that  this  fhould  b^ 
fo  tranflated,  appears  from  the  34th  verfc  of  .th}f 
chapter,  Ferily  I  fay  untoyeu^  this  gerterati^Jkallmf 
fa/s,  till  allthtfi  things  hefiilfilJfdi  and  I  take  It  thaf 
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Tah  ie'tdibdim  mhh  deceii/eyoth 

5.  t^ar  many  pall  cdine  ik  iny  ridM^  /^i^f 
lamChrift:  andjhall  deceive  ihuny. 

6.  And  fe  JhdU  hedr  of  wdri  and  rtempurs 
efti6ah :  fee  that  yle  h  hdt  trbuhled":  f^  iM 

the  deftrudioDii  of  JendUem  .was  not  forty  fetf s  afrer 
the  crucifixion  of  oar  favioor.  I  am  affiled  in  this 
remark  by  the  ingenioai  aixhor  of  the  **  Harmony 
^«  of  the  gofpeTa,"  wto,  by  the  end  of  the  age  U  fcr/- 
pen  at  his  coffdng^  fayi,  "  the  difciplet  could  tUtvk 
**  nothing  but  the  end  of  the  political  oeconomy» 
*<  oribmidf  government  by  hsakbni  governor^  or 
**  procaratorsy  which  then  fobMed ,  and  they  might 
^*  look  on  their  mafter^s  coroipg  to  deilroy  the  age,  or 
**  political  conditutron  of  the  bation  then  fubfifting, 
^  as  a  very  agreeable  evetat;  ahd  a(  to  the  dedioti«> 
<<  tton  of  the  temple^  ^e>  mtgh't  expedt  a  larger  and 
^*  more  fuperb  building  in  iu  ftead,  proportionable 
^<  to  the  number  of  the  Meffiah's  fubjeds.— There* 
*'  fore,  to  (hew  them  their  miflake,  Jefns  told  them 
**  he  was  not  coming  to  raife  the  Jews  to  aniverfal 
**  empire,  as  they  fuppofed,  but  to  puniOi  them  for 
<<  their  perfidy  and  rebeltion,  by  deAroying  their 
*«  nation/* 

thefe 
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The  Jc^vs/ivcye  very  fond  oi  the  xjqtion 
of  the  Meffiah  being  a  temporal  deliverer, 
»nd  ^  the  troubles  of  the  natipn  were  co« 
loing  on,  oajg^t  th^kj  that,  if  ever  l)e  waj9 
to  appe^r^  now  \vras  the  tinie,  and,  thercr 
fore,  in  this  aod  other  pl^ces^  the  difciple^ 
are  cautiomid  npt  to  be  ^d  away  by  the 
f^ceteoc^ft  ^i  fiilj^  Chrifis,  tha(  might  lacife, 
itr  fierrifi^;  %t  t\^^  profpefts  of  tKefc  cala^ 
mitics,  which  muft  come  to  p^fs  fome  timf 
before  the  deftruftion  of  the  nation,  but 
i^  f9l4  i^  m.  y^;  "^Imt  thfe  ^d  (^:the 
f^  ajgs,  or  Jc^4  «?.itefat^9i},  \YiU  J?9t  iap- 
"  pen  immedi^ely/* 

unto  all^  iWimi  ^  f^<fA€^  fkf  fP4  ff^^ 
which  is  thus  paraphrafed  by  Mr.  Mack* 
n\ghti .  ^Tk^  'fiPT%R^.^  rai&d  agaJinft 
'^  Chrifti^iiaf  w^  tbf  tribulatipns  Uefallin^ 
♦*  the  land^  Ihall  fcatter  my  difciples^  by 
0^2  **  which 
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«  which  means  the gofpclfliaJl  \k  preached 
**  through  all  the  Roman  empire  j  and 
"  then  fliall  come  the  end  of  the  age^  con- 
^  ceming  which  you  are  encjuiring." 

By  the  Gemination  of  defolitkm  (in  the 
tjth  verfe,  and  in  Mark  xiii^  14,  and  Da* 
niel  ix,  16  and  27)  the  Roman  armies  are 
fuppofed  to  be  meant>  with  their  enfign^ 
and  ftandards,  whereon  the  images  of  their 
idols  were  painted;  which  armies  wer^ 
an  abomination  to  the  Jews,  on  account  of 
their  idolatry* 

2r.  FtrthtHjhaUbe^eattrihdatPMifuA 
as  was  not  Jince  the  beginning  of  the  world  to 
this  timcy  noy  nor  everJhaU  he. 

27.  F&r  as  tbk  Bgbtinng  ernnetb  olit  of  the 
taflj  andfbinetb  even  unto  the  v)eft :  fo  fidl 
alfo  "the  coming  of  the  Son  if  man  be. 

\        .     •     . 

48.  Por  wberefoever  the  eareafe  is^  there 
Will  the  eagles  be  gathered  together. 

Thcfe 
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^  T&efe  two  verfes  are  thus  |>arapiitaftd : 
*•  fhc  coitiiilg  bf  the  Son  of  man  ihall  bQ 
*'  like  lightning,  fwift  and  deftrudive,  yet 
*'  he  will  not  come  perfonally ,  his  fervants 
^  only  ihall  come,  the  Roman  armies,  who, 
**  by  his. command,  Ihall  dcftruy  this  na* 
**  tion,  as  eagles  devour  their  prey."  The 
expreilion  is  faid  to  be  proverbial,  and 
beautifully  applied,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  Romans  bore  in  their  fiandards  an 
-eagle.         .      ^ 

29.  Immediate^  after  the iribulatian  ofihofi 
Jffjs,  ibe  funJhaU  be  darkened^  md^be  moon 
fiaUnDtpvi  her  lights  MdthtfiarsJhaUfaU 
from  keaveny  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens 
fhaU  hJbakenA 

'^  Thefe  (tiic  above  gentleman  fays)  are 
"  high  figurative  expreflions^  iignifying  the 
**  decay  of  all  the  glory,  excellency,  and 
^^  pro^rily  of  the  nation ;  the  whole 
**  Jewiflt  polity,  government,  laws,  and 
"  religion^  wbich  were  the  work  of  heaven, 
"  fliall  be  diffolved."    The  dcftruaion  of 

Babylon 
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BahyUm  is  foretold  in  fiaular  terms,,  iftiak. 
Aiii,  lOi  See  the  prophet  Jq^^  iii,  15.  He 
Tays  Ifkewife^  that  **Dr.  Lightfoot  has 
•*  proved,  fFOpi  the  'lalmud,  that  the  Jews 
**  \>fed  theie  phrafes  in  defcribihg  the  ruin 
"  of  a  fingle  family.*'  He  quotes  Maimo^ 
nides,  who. gives  the  reafon  of  thssphra-* 
"koiogy  :  ^  ^  Ifajah/  fpeaking  of  fuch  at 
^*  have  been  conquered/ fay f,  tbarfim  and 
^  m&w  bavi  Ufi  simr  Ughi ;  i^  alfo  lie  fays 
^^  of  conquerors^  that  their  fun  and  moon  i^ 
.  •*  crea/e  their  light.  For  experience  proves, 
*^  that  the  eyci  6f  men  to  great  niifcry  grow 
^^  dim,  and  do  Hot  fee  the  light  in  its  fuU 
^^^  fpletxdor,  \  the  Mtves  l^eing  vreake&rd  foof 
*^  wMt  of  fpirits }  on  the  other  hand,  wheq 
**  by  joy  the  foul  is  enlarged,  and  ,dic  aine 
**  mal  fpirits  are  conveyed  in  abundance  to 
^^  the  organs  of  infion^  the  ign  and  light 
♦^  appear  greater  than;before/* 

This  puts  me  in  tniad  of  the  ^hh  chapter 
of  Ecclefiaftes,  verfe  x,  where  we  are  ex- 
horted to  remember  our  creator  in  the  dayi  of, 
OMtyoutb^  before  the  approach  of  old  age, 

while 
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wMk  the  ivilA^M  €oine  mt^  tar  the  years 

fureinthemp  ^ 

2f  While  tbefuriy  or  the  lights  or  the  mifm^ 
or  the  fiars  be  not  dorkemid ;  after  wliich  fol- 
lows a  bcaytiifulde/criptioii  of  oid  age,  a$ 
1  underllajid  it  tp  be. 

!  To  go  on;  Matthew  xiiv,  30.  Jnd 
thenjhall  appear  ihejign  of  the  Son  of  man  in 
leaven:  dfid  then fball all  the  tribes  of  the 
iarth  mourn^  and  thiy  Jball  fee  the  Son  of  man 
coming  in  the  cJbudj  pf  heaven^  with  poiver 
and  g^reat  glory. 

To  emt  in  the  ebuds  of  heaven  is  iaid  to 
CgAifjr  Cybd's  intcrpofing  evidently  to  exe- 
cute vengeance  on  a  wicked  generatioj)^ 
Pi^imxcvii,  z,  and  Ifaiah  xix%  i.  And  the 
above  Tcrfe  is  thuf  pataphiaTed :  ^<  They 
^*  IhaUfeethe  aiJcompliihmentof  what  Da* 
**  farel  foretold,  by  the  figurative  exprelEoa 
^  of  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
^^  bifiV/n,  for  they  ihall  behold  fignal  piu 


*^  nilhinents  executed  on  the  Jewifhuation, 
<<  Wf^  the .  Roman  armies^  fent  for .  that  end 
**  by  the  Son  of  man/' 

I  confefs  there  did  appear  to^  me  fome 
difficulties  in  this  chapter,  which  perhaps 
may  have  led  me  out  of  the  way,  though, 
I  think  thefe  difficulties  haVfe  been  in  a  great 
meafure  cleared  up  by  the  commentators ; 
But  the  3  ill  verfc  I  cannot  fay  I  underftand : 
jhd  bejballfend  his  angels  with  n  great  found 
of  a  trumpet  J  anfi  they  Jhall  gather  tvgeiber 
his  /leH  from  the  four  win^Sy  from  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other  *.    "    ^ 


*  Dr.  Whitbv  fays,  "  Hera  the  ^rrit  /A«r»  in  Mark 
«•  xiii,  27,  io  plaioly  (hews  that  this  reUtes  to  ihf 
"  fame  timjc  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  verfc,  that 
*''  no  explication  of  thefe  words,  referring  them  to 
*<  a  long  time  after  the  dedrudlion  oF  Jerafalem^ 
M  'Otighc  to  be  admitted  as  the  true  fenfe  of  them.'f 
Dr.  Ligh^foot  gives  the  fenfe  of  thefe  words  thua  c 
*•  When  Jerufalcm  (hall  be  reduced  to  aOies,  ani) 
»•  that  wicked  nation  cut  off,  then  ihall  the  Son  of 
"  man  fend  his  miniders  (Chriftians)  of  feverd  na* 
••  lions  fiom  ibc  fo«r  <:grnf  r»  of  the  heaven  ;  Ai  that 
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To  go  on ;  Luke  xix,  41.  And  when  hi 
wasL4(me^9Mry  he  hMd  the  cityj  and  weft 
ever  it. 

43.  F(fr  the  daysjhall  come  upon  thee^  that 
thiiH  efumiet  JhaU  toft  a  trench  Sout  thee^ 
and  compafi  thee  rounds  and  keep  thee  in  en 

'ei>eryjide,     :«..;•-'•:•. 

44.  Andjball  lay  thee  even  with  the  ground^ 
and  thy  children  zvithin  thee;  and  they  JheJl 
not  leiTue  in  thee  one  Jone  upon  anather^  &A 

Luke  xxi,  20.  And  when  ye  Jhall  fee  Je* 
rufakm  tompajfedwith  armies^  then  know  that 
the  defolation  thereof  is  ligh.  Matt,  xxi  v,  15. 

22.  For  ihefe  he  the  days  of  vengeance^  that 
all  things  which  were  written  may  he  fulfilled. 

23.  But  wo  unto  them  that  are  with  child, 
and  to  them  that  give  fuck  in  thofe  days  t  for 

**  God  Ihall  not  want  a  chnrch,  althougk  that  anci« 
f^  ^  nation  be  ieje£led  and  caft  0%  the  churches  of 
*•  chc  Gcmiies  r^cceeding  tu  her."    , 
Vol.  III.  R.  there 
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there  Jhall  be  great  difirt/s  in  the  land^  and 
"Wrath  upon  this  people. 


24»  jind  they  Jhall  fall  by  the  e^€  gftke 
.fword^  and  JhaU  he  Ud  mv,^  captive  into  all 
nations :  and  Jerufalem  Jhall  he  trodden  derm 
of  the  Gentiles  J  &c. 

Thefe  and  other  texts  need  no  comment, 
and  I  ihall  not  multiply  them. 

Now  I  will  fuppofe  that  an  impartial 
man  hath  confidered  thefe  and  fevcral  other 
texts  to  the  fame  purpofe,  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament ;  I  will  alfo  fuppofe 
diat  he  hath  read  the  "  Hiftory  of  Jofc- 
"  phus,"  of  the  terrible  dcftruftion  cf 
Jerufalem,  and  the  calamities  the  Jews  fuf- 
fered  in  the  fiege,  and  hath  likewife  taken 
a  view  of  their  difperfion  into  all  the  coun- 
tries of  the  known  world,  and  of  their  pre- 
fent  ilate  and  condition ;  I  would  then  afk, 
what  judgment  muft  fuch  a  man  make  of 
this  whole  matter  ?  Muft  he  not  think  there 

h 
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is  lomething  extraordinary  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  people  ?  When  he  compares  the  pro- 
phecies with  the  fubfequent  fa^ts,  muft  he 
not  acknowledge  the  prcdidions  divine? 
When  Jefus  foretold  the ,  deftru6tion  of 
Jenifalem,  it  was,  at  that  time,  an  event 
very  improbable ;  for  though  the  Jews  were 
indeed  fubjedt  to  the  Romans,  yet  it  was 
before  their  revolt,  when  there  was  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  what  was  to  come  to 
pafs,  and  when  the  ftate  was  rather  in  a 
flouriihing  condition  than  otherwife ;  I  think 
this  is  agreed  on  all  hands  ;  notwithftand* 
ing  which,  the  dcftruftion  of  Jerufalcm 
happened,  I  fay,  within  forty  years  after 
the  predidions  of  our  Saviour,  attended 
with  fuch  terrible  circumftances  as  never 
befell  any  llate  or  people  before.  So 
that  the  predidion^  that  there  Jhould  be  great 
iribulation^  fuch  as  was  notjince  the  ieginning 
cf  the  w$tldto  this  time,  looks  as  much  like 
a  hiftory  of  paft  facts,  as  a  prophecy  of 
what  was  to  come.  This  will  appear,  whe* 
ther  we  confidcr  the  factions  and  feditions 
in  the  city  during  the  fiege,  thq  hcat^nd 
R  2  animofity 


mimofity  of  the  contending'  pftrticsy  their 
excdfive  cniehies  to  one  another^  <^  the 
terrible  famine  they  endured ,  *♦  Mq&  mi- 
^*  ferable,*'  fays  Jofeplius,  *f  was  Dherman^ 
^*  ner  of  Uving,  and  a  fpcdacle  which  none 
^  without  tears  could  beholds  During  the 
^famine,  no  reyerence  was  bad  fyr  any 
*^  man :  wives  took  the  meat  out  of  their 
'^  hufbands  mouths,  childcen:  fram.  their 
^^  parents^  and  mothers  from  their  infants^ 
*^  the  faddeft  fpe£tacle  of  aU  I  No  one  had 
*•  now  any  compaffion,  neither  did  they 
^^fpare  their  deareft  in£ants»  butfuSered 
•'  them  to  perifli  in  their,  arms,  by  taking 
*'  from  them  the  very  drops  of  life.  Yet 
**  they  could  not  eat  in  fuchy^n^^gr^JMit  firnie 
"  or  other  of  them  ftil!  came  to  take  aw^ 
*'  from  them  that  whereupon  they  fed.  Okl 
?•  men  were  driven  away,  and  not  permtt* 
"  ted  to  keep  or  defend  their  food  j  women 
*'  were  drawn  up  and  down  by  the  hair  of 
*•  their  heads  for  hiding  their  food ;  no  pity 
**  remained  cither  to  t)ld  age  or  infancy. 
"  They  took^  young  babes,  their  mouths 
^'  full  of  meat,  and  daflied  them  againft 

f'  the 
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I. 


^^  the  groun4»  -  Hprribte  .qrue)[tics.  were  ^c^ 
^^  yiied  to  extort  fffod  from  others ;.  it.  was 
"  abominable  p  hear  what  the  .people  enr> 
"  dured  ta  make  them  .confefs  one  loaf  .of 
"  bread,  prone  handful  of  corn,  which 
"  they  had  hidden. 

^'  Thefc  mifcreants  [the  heads  of  thq 
"  parties  or  faftipns]  did  not  yet,  for  all 
"  this,  feel  either  hunger  or.thirfl,  for  then 
**  their  impieties  had.  been  more  tolerable, 
^*  but  they  did  it  only  to.  exercife  their 
^*  cruelty,  preparing  fix  days  food  for  them- 
**  felvcs  beforehand/'  And,  a  little  after^ 
he  feys,  "  I  am  not  able  to  recount  all  their 
"  iniijuiues,  but  I  think  never  any  city  en- 
♦*  dured  the  like ;  and  that  never  any  pco- 
♦*  ple>..fiWice  the  n^cmory  of  man,  were  fb 
**  cruel  and  barbarous/*  ,     , 

Book  vi,  chap.  II. 

^  In  j^nother  place  he  fays,  ^^  Aa  innumcr 
^  rabjemultitpcje  perilhed  within  the  city 
-^^  tluough  famine,  fojr  in  every  place  where 
^^  any  (hew  or  fign  of  food  appeared,  im- 

"  mediately 


^  mediately  a  batde  enfued-,  and  the  dei- 
"  rcftfriendsof  all  fought  one  with  another, 
"  neither  did  they  believe  pcrfons  that  were 
*^  dying  for  famine,  when  they  faid  they 
"  had  nothing  left  to  eat."  And  in  book 
the  viith,  chap,  the  8ch,  he  tells  a  (hocking 
ftory  of  a  lady  of  a  noble  family,  who,  for 
famine,  killed  her  fon,  whom  Ihe  drefled 
fot  meat.  This  lady  was,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, a  fender  and  delicate  woman,  who,  in 
the  language  of  Mofes,  might  fcarcc  ven^ 
iure  to  fet  the  fole  of  her  foot  upon  the  ground^ 
and  yet,  through  mifer) ,  famine,  and  de- 
ipair,  was  induced  to  aft  this  tragedy. 

You  will  pleafc  to  obferve,  that  the  tefti- 
rtiony  of  Jofephus,  with  regard  to  his  hit 
tory  of  the  Jews,  is  unexceptionable.  He 
was  ^  prifoner  in  Titus's  camp  during  the 
fiege,  was  a  Jew  himfelf,  and  an  eye-wic- 
nefs  of  the  ruin  of  his  country.  Jofephus 
fays,  1,100,000  i^erfons  perifhed  in  die 
**  fiege  -,"  fo  that  if  this  prophecy  of  Jeru- 
Jalenis  being  trodden  down  of  tbe  Gentiles  (ad- 
mitting the  truth  of  fuch  prophecy)  was 

not 


not  fulfilled,.  Jther^  never  can  be  any  com- 
pletion of  any.prophecy. 

As  to  their  difperfion,  it  is, foul,  Dputc- 
rojfioniy  ;jcxviii,  64,  The  Lord  ,Jkall  fcatter 
thee  amo^gall'^opUj  from  the  one  end  of  the 
mrfh  tp  the  other  \  which  jk  tfie  faft  at  this 
day.  Mr.  Addifon  .'fays,  ^  They  fwarm 
*^  over  ^11  the  Eaft,  and  are  fettled  in  the 
"  remot^ft. parts  of  China  5  they ' are  fpread 
*'  through  moft  of  the  nations'  of  Europe 
**  and  Africa,  and  many  families  of  them 
»*  are  eftabliflied  in  the  Weft  Indies/* 

But  though  the  Jews  were  to  fuffer  thefe 
calamities,  and  to  be  fcattered  and  difper- 
ji;d  in  the  manner  foretold,  yet  they  were 
not  to  be  utterly  deftroyed^  for  though 
God  makes  a  full  end  of  all  nations^  yet  he 
will  not  make  a  full  end  of  them.  Jeremiah 
xlvi,  ^8.  Though  God  Almighty,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  providence,  fuffers  an  end 
to  be  made  of  all  nauons,  by  revolution^, 
and  th^t  when  any  people  is  conquered  ar\d 
inixcs  with  any  other  nation  or  nations, 

they 


they  atfe  melted  down  into  one  common 

mafs,  ib  that^t  isihipofliblc  to  diftingoift 

their  genuine  defccndants,  which  has  been 

the  common  fate  of  other  nations,  yet  this 

ftiallnotbe'thecafe  of  the  Jews,- who  (hall 

"be  pfeferveda  jjeople  frparate  arid  diftinA 

^  froth  all  btheVs*  in  die  world,  thbUgK  with- 

'out  king,  'witliout  country,  and  Svithout 

'gbvcrnihenfl^,  to  enforce  the  oblSnration  of 

'their  law, 'which  is  their  prcfent  fituation, 

'arid  hath  been  their  c^e  for  about  fevcn- 

teen  hundred  years.         '  ^     "  -  ^ 

Mr.  Addifon,  in  the  viith  volume  of  the 
Spectator,  numb.  495,  endeavours  to  en- 
quire what  natural  or  providential  rca- 
fons  may  be  ^afllgned  wItH"  regard  to  the 
number  of  the  Jews,  their  dilperfion,  and 
adherence  to  their  religion.   ' 

*'  As  to  their  difperfion  (he  fays)  it  would 

*'  probably  have  loft  their  rdigion,  had  it 

**  not  been  fccured  by  tlie'  ftrength  of  its 

'  *^  conflitution :  for  the/  ai-e  to  live  all  in  a 

*^  body,   and  generally  within"  the  fame 

-    **inciofare. 
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'^  inclofure,  to  marry  among  themfelves, 
*'  and  to  eat  no  meats  that  are  not  killed 
"and  prepared  their  own  way.  This  Ihuts 
^'  them  out  from  all  tableKx>nverfation,  and 
^  the  moft  agreeable  intercourfes  of  life ; 
^'  and,  by  confequence,  excludes  them  from 
^  the  moft  probable  means  of  converfion. 

^*  As  to  the  providential  reaibns  that  may 
*'  be  afligned  for  thefe  three  particulars,  we 
^'  (hall  find  that  their  numbers,  difperfion, 
^*  and  adherence  to  their  religion  have  fur- 
^*  niflied  every  age  and  every  nation  ot  the 
^^  world  with  the  ftrongell  arguntents  for 
^^  the  Chriftian  faith,  not  only  as  thefe  very 
"  particulars  are  foretold  of  them,  but  as 
^*  they  themfelves  are  the  depofitaries  of 
<^  tbefe  and  all  the  other  prophecies,  which 
"  tend  to  their  own  confufion.  Their  num«- 
^  ber  fbrniifaes  us  with  a  fufficient  cloud  of 
"  witncffes,  that  attcft  the  truth  of  the  Old 
"  Bible  •,  their  difperfion  fpreads  thefe  wic- 
*^  neifes  through  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
^  their  adherence  to  their  religion  makev 

Vol.  IIL  S  •^  their 


«<  their  teftimony  unqueftionablc.*'    Thus 
far  Mr.  Addifeiv. 

Upon  the  whole,  i  thmk  it  muft  be 
owned,  that  the  number  and  dilperfion  of 
die  Jews,  their  adherence  t»  dien*  religion, 
and  their  being  kept  fi^Ko^ate  and  diftinft 
from  all  other  nations,  are  particulars  in 
tfie  charaAer  of  thefe  people  fo  furprifing, 
Aat  die  lik«  cannot  be  affirmed  oE  any  other 
p<iop)e  in  the  wodd. 

B«t  heie  I  am  very  ienfible  that  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  me  to  obviate  an  objefbion  that 
may  be  made,  widi  regard  to  their  bdng 
a  people  kept  feparate  and  diftinft  from 
all  odier  nathftns,  for  that  if  this  pardcular 
can  be  accoontml  for  in  a  natural  way,  there 
is  nothing  ezttaoidinary  in  it,  and*  that  it 
may  be  &id,  that  there  can  be  no  great  won* 
der.that  thefc  pec^e  Ihould  be  kept  fq>a- 
rate  and  difiind:  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
if  they  wcreicu-bid  to  mto-marry  with  other 
nations,  and  that  this  of  itfblf  will  account 
for  their  being  kept  and  preferved  a  peo- 

plc 


pit  feparate  and  cMinA  from  tji^^  of  the 
worid^ 

In  anlwer  to  this  objedion  it  is  alledgcd, 
that  this  command  not  to  intermarry  with 
other  nations  was  only  a  temporary  com- 
mand, and  regarded  the  J^ws  chiefly  when 
they  expelled  the  Canaanites,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  at  their 
firft  fettling  there,  as  a  means  of  prcferHng 
them  againft  idolatry,  and  by  the  viith  chap- 
ter of  Deuteronomy,  it  rather  appears  to 
be  fo  :  but,  I  confefs,  this  is  not  quite  fatijP- 
faftory  to  me,  becaufe  it  does  not  appear  lb 
clear  to  me  that  it  is  a  temporary  command*, 
and.  it  is  pretty  evident  to  me  that  the  Jfews 
did  not  underftand  it  to  be  fc,  nor  do  they 
tmderftand  it  to  be  fi  now,  becaufe  they  at 
this  time,  I  fuppofe,  in  general,  obftrvS 
and  aft  in  obedience  to  this  command,  and 
there  is  no  reafon,  that  I  know  of,  to  fup- 
pofe that  we  underftand  their  laws  better 
than  they  themfelves  do. 

However,  to  this  ohgcdion  I  anfwcr,  that 

if  we  confider  the  hiftory  of  the  Jews  from 

Sz  our 
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#ar  Saviour^s  time,  the  unparalWled  pcrfc* 
cutions,  maflacres,  and  cruelties  they  have 
met  with,  the  univerfal  contempt  they  lie 
under,  their  being  incapable  to  hold  either' 
lands  or  offices  in  any  nation  or  country,  fo 
that  the  prophecy  of  Mofes,  that  th^jhauld 
lecme  an  aftonijhment,  a  proverb,' and  a  fy- 
wardj  feems  literally  to  be  fufilled;  I  fay, 
if  we  confider  that  they  now  are  and  have 
been  vagabonds  and  wanderers  for  above 
fevcntecn  hundred  years,  without  kmg, 
without  country,  without  government,  and 
that,  notwithftanding  thefe  difadvantages, 
they  fhould  ftill  remain  fcattered  and  dif- 
perfed  through  all  nations,  yet  preferved 
Separate  and  diftinft  from,  and  neither  mixed 
nor  incorporated  with,  other  nations,  it  is 
very  certain  there  is  no  other  inftance  of 
any  fuch  people  or  nation  in  the  world* 

Could  human  nature  fubfift  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time  under  fuch  difadvantages  and 
inconveniences,  if  there  was  nothing  provi* 
dential  in  this  matter  ? 

The 
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The  Jewifh  law  abounds.wkh  burdenfome 
ceremonies,  for  the  inftitution  of  fome  of 
which  it  may  be  a  difficult  matter  to  affign 
a  reafon,  xmlds  they  arc  cOnfidered  as  pecu- 
liarities adapted  to  a  peculiar  people:  is 
not  their  ibid  adherence  to  their  law  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time  very  extraordinary^ 
when  the  confequence  of  fuch  their  adhe- 
rence fubjedb  them  to  fo  many  inconve- 
niences, and  eipecially  when  there  is  ho 
government  to  enforce  it  ? 

In  all  revolutions  and  political  changes, 
do  we  not  fee  that  the  conquerors  and  con^ 
quered  generally  unite  and  become  one  peo- 
ple ?  Is  not  tlids  the  contunon  fate  of  ail 
nations  ?  Is  not  this  the  experience  of  the 
world  ?  Is  this  the  cafe  of  the  Jews  i  If  not, 
is  there  not  fomething  extraordinary  in  their 
cafe? 

Our  own  nation  is  a  mixture  of  the  old 
inbabicants,  of  the  Saxons,  Danes,  and 
Normans,  each  of  which  denominations  is 
now  entirely  ceafed,  and  we  are  united  into 

one 
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body  calkd  theEng^ift,  a  flourifiiing 
psople^  and  I  iuopcwil]:  long  continue  fi>. 

.YoumaftdSKmber,  thac^  ^ight  or  ten 
years  i^^  there  was  a  fcheme  fet  on  foot 
for  a  general :  naturaiifauoQ-bill,  viz.  for 
paturalifing  aU  foreigners  thac  might  come 
and  fcttfc  here,  and  even  the  Jews  were  to 
be  included  :  i  did  then  think,  and  do  now 
think,  that  the  government  was  right  in 
countenancing  fuch  a  fcbenie,  as  a  means 
of  enriching  us,  and  making  us  a  more  nu- 
merous, powerful,  and  flourifhing  people; 
but  this  fcheme  mot  with  oppofmon ;  and 
especially  the  Jews  being  included  in  it, 
created  a  good  disal  of  ^rmtnt-and  uneafi^ 
neis  amongftoar  own  pcxdple^  which  the  go- 
yemment  obfervJng,  andfireing  the  beat  and 
inclination  of  the  people  to  be  againft  it,  the 
fcheme  was  dropped,  for  fear  of  inconvenien- 
ces, I  fuppofc,  that  might  arlfe  if  fuch  a 
£theme  had  been  carried  into  execution.  I 
would  not  have  you  think  I  make  amirade 
of  every  thing,  but  I  could  not  iielp  nacndo- 
ning  this  incident,  that  happened  in  our  own 

time, 


dme,  and  remarking  hov/  truly  they  arc, 
as  well  a^  have  long  been,  an  afiomfhment^ 
a  proverb,  and  a  iy<vordy  as  Mofes  long 
fince  foretold  they  would  be. 

The  adherence  of  the  Jews  to  their  law 
fbiong,  and  under  fuch  diiadvantages,  is 
{o  wonderful  and  cxtraordinwy,  that  the 
prohibition  not  to  mix  or  intermarry  with 
other  nations,  fuppofing  it  not  a  tempo* 
rary  command,  will  not  account  in  a  na- 
tural way,  for  their  being  kept  feparate  and 
d)ftin&  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  becaufe 
there  b  no  fuch  inftance  in  the  world  be- 
fides,  nor  any  thing  analogous  to  it  in  the 
common  courfe  of  things  -,  this  is  ftill  the 
more  furprifing,  when  it  is  confidcred  that 
this  very  people,  in  Mofcs's  time,  and  many 
ages  after,  were  continually  running  into 
idolatry. 

It  was  an  obfervation  of  Cicero,  that 
"  Sparta  was  the  only  city  in  the  world  that 
**  prcfcrvcd  her  difcipline  and  laws  for  fe* 
**  ven  hundred  years  unaltered  and  invio- 

late. 
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**  late.    ^  foti  (Lacedamonii^  he  means) 
**  toto  orbe  terrarum  fepUngentos  jam  arnios 
^^  ampUus  urns  moribus^  &  nunquam  mutatis 
**  legibuSy   vtvuntJ"*     See  his  oration  pro 
Flaccoy  numb.  63.     The  inftitutions  and 
policy  of  Lycurgus,  the  Spartan  legiflator, 
have  been  much  admired,  and  yet  the  du* 
ration  of  Lycurgus's  laws  hath  been  thought 
wonderful;  but  this  bears  no,  proportion 
to  the  duration  of  the  laws  of  Mofes,  who 
is  fuppofed  to  Iiave  lived  three  thoufand 
years  ago.   The  difperfion  of  the  Jews  hadi 
continued  fevcntecn   hundred  years,   and 
this  command  not  to  intermarry  with  other 
nations,  is  an  inditution,  in  its  own  nature. 
1  Ihould  think,  as  little  likely  to  be  com- 
plied with  as  any  that  can  be  imagined ; 
and  yet,   notwithilanding  the  difadvanta- 
ges  of  itj  they  have,  I  believe,  in  general 
aded  in  obedience  to  it ;  thefe  difadvanta* 
gcs  could  not  be  fo  great  before  their  dif- 
perfion, when  they  were  all  united  into  one 
body  (and  a  policy  and  government  fub- 
filled  aoiongft  diem)  yet  they  ftill  remain 
a  people,  though  vagabonds  and  wanderers, 

without 


[    ^37    1 

without  a  Idng  or  goYemmenty  without  i 
country  or  home«  Is  there  not  fomcthiog 
extraordinary  in  this  people  ?  Arc  they  not 
an  aftM^fimmif  ajign^  and  a  wonder  i  And 
is  not  their  prefent  fituation  ^  Jdnd  of  ftan» 
ding  nELiracle } 

Upoa  the  whole,  I  would  leave  it  tp 
your  cbpfidenition,  whether  the  prophecies 
relating  to'  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufaleni,  thp 
evils  and  calamities  the  Jews  have  furred, 
their  difperiion  throu^hoyt  all  mttions^  as 
well  as  their  prefent  ftate  and  condition  (of 
their  being  kept  feparate  and  diftinA  from 
the  reft  of  the  world)  do  not  fecm  to  bo 
accompliihed^  and  whether  there  is  not 
fome  reafon  to  expeA  that  the  remaining 
propjiecy  will  in  due  time  be  fulfilled  like- 
wife,  I  mean  that  of  their  returning  to 
their  own  land^  to  the  )and  their  fathers 


I  would  alfo  leave  It  to  your  determlna^ 
tion,  whether,  fuppofing  the  prophecies  and 
their  completions  out  of  the  cafe,  the  pre- 
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fent  ftate  of  the  Jews  is  not  a  ftrange  and 
utmatnn)  pfasmmienon,  and,  according  to 
the  natnie  and  bommon  courfe  of  things^ 
Wholly  an^  riiififlutelj  tbnccomiCi^k. 

I  mud  beg  you  would  read  the  above  as 
it  is,  a  hafty  compofition,  a  rude  attempt, 
*a  rough  draught,  or  etfay,  tkpon  a  ixA^oBt 
a  little  out  of  Ae  tvay,  begun  at  the  re* 
queftofa  ifKend,  who,  I  hope,  will  read 
it  with  a  friendly  eye. 
I -am,  Sir^  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
JOSEPH  WARD. 
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LETTER     CLX^gL      ' 

Rey..^r.  Spence  *  to  the  Rcv.Mr.  Jame$ 

After  the  publication  of  the  firft  four  num- 
bers of  the  «  Tales  of  the  Genii.*' 

Wh  Y.fliittRcs^  thoju  foi  Q  w  hfa^ ?. 
And  why  ^t.^l^pi^.at  tlfie  fiux^  t^  fo  de^ 
lighted  and  fo  diftreffed  ? 

*  Prebendary  of  Do/haniy&c.  See  vol.  ii^lette^xCy 
p.  12.  'The  fcetit  of  ithe  h#Iy  Godric's  mingles  andf 
MiMifie$»  who, Iwmifei  idaerant mefetdiaiiti  cnraed 
hnrnft^  ^n()  wqm^itCithm.^itf^^pf|;9ftcloachs,  ^ff^ 
latterly  Mr.  Speace*t  retreat,  being  part  QfUipcpr. 
bendal  eiUte. 

$«e  «« Ane^d<>^  of  Briti/h  to^j;ra|>hy/*  p.  1 50, 
and  Pennant'^  **  Tour  in  Scotland,^  p.  28. 

f  Thii  pathetic  and  elegant  moralift,  eldeft  Ton 
of  the  Rev,  Dr.  Ridle^r,  prebendary  o/Sali/bur]^,  (a 
name  now  dq|ib\y  endeared  to  Englilhmen  and  Pro* 
teilants,)  died  jn  February^  I7^5f  ^  ^^^  ^^7*  ^f^^'^ 
the  publication  of  the  laft  namber  of  his  Genii.  So 
generous  a  heart,  fuch  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
T  2  powers 
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*f  he  rays  of  thy  brightncfs,  0  Horam^ 
the  fon  of  Afmar,  blve  pcrictnited  my  moft 
retired  reoefles,  and  thy  doftrines  have  de- 
icended  upon  me,  like  the  dews  of  the 
tnorning,  clad  iA  all  the  colours  that  the 
fiin  cf^n  give. 

How  fltiall  I  cxprefs  the  joys  that  have 
<}evoured  me  ?  Or  how  Ihall  I  fufficicntly 
Return  my  thinks' to  ^e  moft  moral  knd  the 
fooft  illuminated  of  the  fons  of  men  ? 

•The  poor  "  Dervife  of  the  Groves"  has 
nothing  to  return  ^ut  prayers^  and  his 
{>rayers  Ihallbe  .lifted  up  for  tbee.  in  the 
evening,  and  in  the  mornh^^  and  at 
noon-day. 

fovifen  and  workings  of  nitnre,  ib  feriOtts  an^  ear- 
neft  a  deiire  to  ferve  tiod  and  mankind,  with  a 
ehcarfal  fptrit  and  tddrei^  in  conveying  hit  inftnic- 
tionsy  make  hit  lofs  at  great  to  the  public  at  it  was  to 
hit  family  and  friends.  A  humorous  paper,  caOed 
the  **  Schemer,"  firft  publiihed  in  the  London  Chiom. 
niclc,  and  Bnce  coIleAed  into  a  volome,  was  alfo 
Written  by  him. 

May*ft 


May*ft  thou  .continue  to  leap  over  the 
boundaries  4>f:  datUfe  like  d'iroe!  and  rife 
into  the  higheft  regions  of  fplendor,  as  the 
eagle  that  ^clighteth  in  fearing  toward  the 
funt 

May  thy  ih(lrudions.iink  into  the  heait 
of  mortals  !  and  render  them^  in  due  time, 
as  great  and  good  as  the  iolmortal  Genii 
with  whom  thou  doft  fo  intimately  con- 
verfe !     ,     .; 

Thefe  are  the  prayets  of  Phefoj  Ecneps*, 
the  "  Dervife  of  the  Groves/'  for  the  moft 
moral  and  mod  illuminated  of  the  ions  of 
men. 


*  Mr.  Spencers  nane  btc||Ewinl«  See  tale  cli» 
ninth,  entitled  <<  Mcirgltp  tlie  PcriiAn,  or  Phefoj 
<*  £cncpi»  the  Denrife  of  the  Groves/^  (vol.  ii, 
p.  257)  in  which  the  author  hai  taken  occafion  to 
conmemoratei  in  like  maniiery  many  other  friends* 
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*;lett;eii  glxxil 

Mr^  Hirst  to  Mr.  J.  DvNCQiiBE. 

DEAR  SIR,  Calcutta,  Sept.  29,  1764. 

X  MUST  not  Ibllicit  the  coupmuancc  of 
your  f jtvours,  for,  be  it  known,  my  friend, 
I  leave  this  Indiao  worm  the  beginning  of 
December,  embarking  with  my  excjellerit 
and  generous  friend  governor  Vanfittart. 

Your  papers  have^  by  this  time,  been 
full  of  the  hiftory  of  our  Indian  troubles, 
and  of  the  very  horrid  maffacre  *  confe- 
quent  on  a  fadtion  among  the  councS  of 
this  fettlement,  feveral  of  whom  have  fel- 
len  a  fftcrifice  »  tkeit  own  imprudent 
fchemeis.    Your  old  friend  Horace  iays, 

^icquid deUrant  reges pUHuntur  Ach'ivl^ 

*  At  Patna,  by  Coffim  Allee  Cawn,  Oft.  6,  1763. 
On  that  melancholy  occafion,  Mr.  Hirft  preached 
a.-fuiicfal  fermon  at  Calcutta. 

but 
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but  here  the  very  r^es  themfelves,  or  ru- 
ling powersj  arc  inrolvecj  in  the  min  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  own  infatuation.  The 
arguments  for  and  a^inft  the  conduft  of 
Mr.  Vanfittart  are  various.  You  will  foon 
difcover  on  which  fide  the  truth  lies.  Sure 
I  am,  that,  to  every  impartial  and  difin te- 
rmed judge,  the  matter  will  be  felf-evi- 
ilent^  and,  depend  upon  it,  the  more  diefe 
circumftances  are  canvafled,  the  more  it 
will  redound  to  the  honour  and  fagacity  of 
our  good  governor.  I  think  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  that  Mene  Akne  Tekel  Upbarfin  wiU< 
never  be  pronounced  againft  him,  not  even 
in  faro  confcientU.  .  •  • 

I  thank  your  very  ingenious  lady  for  her 
dravnng.    It  happens,  I  am  at  diis  time 
employed  in  taking  views  of  Calcutta,  &c. 
ib  your  letter  is  a  kind  of  ptognofiication. 
Tour's,  &c. 

W.  H  I R  S  T. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    CLXXIII. 
Mr.  DuNcoMBE  to  ike  Rev.  Dr.  Shakp  *. 


DEAR  SIR,  »     j,^^  ^^  ,^gj 


H 


AVE  you  any  good  rettfon  for 
fuppofing  Dr.  Gold(mith  to  be  the  author 
of  the  "  Companion  to  the  Playhoufe  f  t^ 
There  are  many  things  in  it  which  arc 
worth  knowing,  but  there  are  alfo  many 
mi&akcsy  f^veral  of  which  I  could  eafiljr 
correft. 

He  gives  this  account  of  "  Lucius  Ju- 
*•  nius  Brutus,"  in  vol.  i.  '^  A  tragedy  by 
**Mr.  Duncombe,  8vo.  1735.  Thistra- 
**  gedy  was  '  not  afted,'  and  is  *  only*  a 
**  tranflation  of  the  Brutus  of  Voltaire.^ 

*  S«c  vo).  iiy  p.  3489  note  \ 

f  David  Erfkine  Baker,  efq;  (fmce  dead)  wti 
ftid  to  b^  tl^e  aatbor  of  it. 


A$ 
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A$  It  lAttT^fervc^toaftriufey  Ii/friil  gi^e  yw 

the'hiftory  of  it. 

Tfe^  atJthol  being  intimately  acquainted 
WiA'Mr^MIlU,  fenibr^  ihewed'this  pky  ta 
hirtt  in  thfe  ye^  1 732.  He  told  Mr.  D.  if 
he  -ivouM  glW  him  leave,  he  would  intro* 
dude  it't^thtf  ttismagers^  Booch^  Gibber^  and 
Wilks.  He  *d  fo*  They  all  approved 
it,  and  promifed  it  Ihould  be  afted.  When 
it  was  read  to  Booth,  he  fwore  that  the 
fcenfe  between  Brutus  and  Titus,  in  the  vth 
ad^i  wasr  as  pathetic  fa  anything  he  bad 
evet  he^rd,  and  regretted  his  not  being  able 
to  perform  in  it.  He  took  the  play  out  of 
Mn  D's  hands,  and  repeated  that  whole 
fccne  himfelf  in  his  delightful  manner,  fu-» 
periorto  any  rhing  we  have  had  fince  that 
rime  *•    He  died  in  May,  1733  -f .    Gen- 

•  •♦His  voice,"  fayj  Mr.  Vi^or,  J*  was  com-. 
**  pletely  harmonious,  from  the  foftDcfs  of  the  flate, 
*'  to  the  extent  of  the  trumpet." 

f  Mr.  Booth  had  been  confined  by  an  unconqoe- 
rable  difeafe  from  the  year  1728. 

Vol.  HI.  U  ted 
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teel  and  good-natured  Wilks  *  read  it  at 
Mr.  D's  houfe  in  Frith-ftrect  the  fame  win- 
ter. He  filed  tears  at  the  above-mentioned 
fcene.  He  undertook  the  part  of  Titus, 
and  promifed  it  Ihould  certainly  come  on 
the  next  feafon.  He  was  alfo  to  have  fpo- 
ken  ,tbe  prologue.  Hia  part  was  adually 
delivered  out  to  him  to  get  it  in  the  fummer. 
But  he  too  was  mowed  down  by  death  be- 
fore that  feafon  came« 

When  the  author  appeared  before  the  for- 
midable poet-laureat,  Colley  Gibber,  he 
treated  him  juft  as  a  pedant  would  a  fcholar 
of  the  lower  clafs.  Ghber.  "  I  think,  Sir, 
**  the  fubjeft  of  your  play  is  Junius  Bru- 
"  tus.*'  The  author  aflented  with  a  nod. 
Cibber.  **  Then,  Sir,  you  are  to  obferve, 
**  that,  if  you  hope  to  have  your  play  fuc- 
**  ceed,  the  charafter  of  Brutus  muft  be 

**  drawn" Then  he  went  on  in  a  long 

harangue,    which  feemed   to  be  ftudicd. 

*  Sec  vol.  I,  p.  248,  note  •. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  D,  once  prefumed  to  interrupt  him, 
faying,  "  Mr.  Cibbcr,  if  you  will  have 
"  a  little  patience,  perhaps  you  will  find 
"  that  the  charadter  of  Brutus  is  drawn  in 
**  the  manner  you  prefcribe/*  Ctiier. 
**  Give  me  leave,  Sir*' — and  fo  went  on  to 
the  end  of  his  document ;  then  took  three 
or  four  pinches  of  fnuff,  with  an  air  of  int- 
portancej  flounced  into  his  elbow-chair, 
and  folded  his  arms.  **  Now,  Sir,  you 
.**  may  proceed/'  Mr.  D.  did  proceed  ac- 
cotldingly.  The  didtator  often  interrupted 
him  with  remarks.  Moft  of  them  ap- 
.peared  fuperficial  and  trifling.  Some  were 
undoubtedly  juft.  Of  thefe  the  author 
availed  himfelf. 

The  conclufipn  was,  that  Gibber  agreed 
with  his  brother-managers  that  the  play 
Ihould  be  received,  and  promifed  chat  it 
fliould  come  on  the  next  feafon.  So  much 
for  the  triumvirate,  and  the  ordeal  teft 
which  dramatic  Tyros  were  then  obliged 
to  undergo. 

Uz  In 
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in  the  year  1733,  theatrical  afeits  %ww?t 
in  die  utmoft  confgfion.  Mr«  Highsior^ 
«  gentleman  of  fbrtupe,  bad  pqrchaled  the 
patent  ^.  Hereupon  old  Mills  attd  die  chief 
;a£tQrs  defected  him^  and  fet  up  £w  them- 
ieLves  at  the  little  theatre  in  ihc  Hayroar- 
^et;  In  fuch  a  $atp  .cf  tumuk  and  confur 
fiotn,  it  was  not  thought  .^dvU^ble  xo  htr 
zard  Brutus  on  the  &^gfu. 

In  1734  the  revolting  pkiyeps  fetwned 
^  their  colours,   and  .en}i(tcd  yodisr  Mr* 

*  Mr*  Booths  iiboat  |i  year  before  kifi  deaths  ibid 
ooe  half  of  hiy  third  ihai:e  of  ibe  patent  10  theiatc 
John  liighmore,  efq,  a  gentlemap  pc^ijTed  of  an 
eftate  of  8ool.  a  y^ear,  for  jthe  large  fqm  of  25^.— 
}a  lefs  than  twelve  qionths,  Mr.  Highmore  purcba- 
fed  a]fo  Mr.  Cibbet^s  whole  third  fliare  for  5000  ^ai- 
|)ea9. — ScoB  after  fol^wsed  Booth's  deaths  and  hit 
mdow  fold  her  jeoainiog  fixth  iiaxt  to  Mr*.  Giffardt 
.  who  w^  then  mal^r  of  the  new  theatre  in  Good* 
inan's-fields,  for  15001.  This  was  at  the  commence- 
ineot  of  the  feafon  1733.  ^i**  ^^^^h  ^^^  P^in^^^  ^^^ 
as  deputy  for  the  widow  Wilks. 

yiaor>  ."  Hiftory  of  the  Theatres/'  vol.  i. 

Fleet- 
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Fleetwood  *  at  DcuryJsme.  Tiiere  was 
ibmewhat  fingular  in  the  <:hara£ker  ^  that 
gentleman.  His  addrefs  was  very  genteel ; 
.fee  had  a  fnaooth  oily  tongue,  and  the  ut- 
moft  plaufibility,  but  not  a  grain  of  truth 
;5ind  fincerity.  What  Milton  fays  of  Belial 
>vas  truly  aj)pUcable  to  this  theatrical  po- 
tentate: 

^-An  wa4  falfe  and  hoIlov«.  fhooghiiif  toDgue 
Propc  muina  f  • 

*  Mr.  Highmore,  being  deferted  by  tbe1>e(l  play* 
crs«  fpirited  up  to  a  revolt  by  Mr.  Theophilus  Cib- 
her,  aad  almoft  raided  by  playing  to  thin  loiing  aa« 
dienCeSy  and  parrying  on  an  ineft?£liial  profecution 
againfl  the  feceders  in  the  Hay  market,  on  the  vagrant* 
aQ)  fold  the  whde  patent,  for  veiy  little  more  thaa 
ii^  had  givw  for  half  «f  it»  to  i^npiber  enterprifing 
gentleman,  Charles  Fleetwood,  efq.-^^The  regaining 
i}ie  re3roIter9^  and  bringing  them  back  to  their  duty, 
was  his  firft  obje6l,  and  he  met  with  very  little  diffi- 
culty in  accomplifliing  it,        3i/. 

f  <«  I  had  the  honoar/*  fays  Mr,  Viftor,  •*  to  be 
**  acquainted  with  Mr.  Fleetwood,  when  he  arrived 
**  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  entered  into  a  ];inded 
*'  eftate  of  6000] •  a  year.  He  was  agreeable  in  his 
.*'  perfon;  and  the  quali^esof  his  miad,  and  amia- 

**  blcnefs 
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Mr.  D.  having  been  fo  often  difappoiil- 
ted,  unadvifedly  confented  to  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood's propofal  of  bringing  Brutus^  on  the 
flage  about  the  middle  of  November.  The 
town  was  then'  empty^  the  parliament  not 
fitting,  and  Farinelli  had  juft  appeared  at 
the  theatre  in  the  Hay  market.  The  public 
entertained  but  a  mean  opinion  of  the  ta- 
lents of  the  players ;  and.  every  body 
crowded  to  hear  Farinelli.  In  fliort,  the 
quavering  Italian  eunuch  proved  too  pow- 
erful for  the  rigid  Roman  conful.  But, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  dlfidvantages,  it 
was  aAed  fix  nights  with  applaufe  ;  not 
indeed  always  to  crowded  houfcs  ;  but  on 
the  author's  two  benefit-nights  the  houfe 
,  was  quite  full.  There  w^s  fcarcc  a  dry 
eye  in  the  boxes  during  the  laft  fcene  be* 
twent  Brutus  and  Titus.     If  the  author  of 

"  blenefs  of  his  di(pofition,  earricd  wiih  them  irre- 
^*  fidible  attradlions.  ...  He  was  affable  and  eo« 
"  gaging  in  his  addrefs,  and  that  addrefs  enabled 
••  him  to  deceive  even  perfons  that  thought  them- 
**  ftlves  armed  againft  him.  Duplicity  was  his  pre- 
"  vailing  chiraaerillic." 

the 
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the  "  Playhoufe  .Diftionary"  had  read  the 
play,  he  would  have  feen  not  only  that  it 
was  '*  afted/'  but  alfo  the  names  of  the 
"  aftors/'  Nocwithftanding  the  prevailing 
prejudice  againft  them,  it  was  allowed,  by  . 
the  beft  judges,  that  the  parts  were  pro- 
perly caft,  and  that  it  was  extremely  well 
j>erformed ; 

.Brutus     by  Mr,  Mills,  fenior*. 

Titus,    r    -  Mr.   Milward-f. 

Lucia,    -    -  Mrs.  Heron  J. 

Hortenfia,  Mrs.  Pritchard  §. 

•  Mr.  Milla,  the  cjder,  was  the  only  tragic  hera 
in 'that  company,  who  could  venture  to  appear  in  the 
charsders  of  the  late  Mr.  Booth. ...  In  his  ftrength 
and  vigour  he  might  truly  be  called  the  **  theatrical 
*'  porter/*  for  the  burden  of  the  buiinefv  lay  entirely 
on  him.  Thus  he  was  apparently  very  Qfeful,  and 
10  all  characters,  .decent.  His  perfon  was  manly,- 
approaching  to  the  graceful,  and  his  voice  a  fuH 
deep  melodious  tenor,  which  fuiied  the  charaftcrs  of 
rage.  On  his  death,  Quin,  aflifted  by  Milward,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  all  the  Capital  parts  of  tragedy,  in 
Prujy-lane  theatre. 

f'  Hiflory  of  the  Theatres,"  vol,  i. 

f  Milward 
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But  it  was^  impoflible  for  her  to  ihittc  in 

fucH  an    inferior  part.    The  abovc-men- 

f '  Miiv^krd  h^d  fotte  ivquifites  tb  make'  a  ^ood' 
aAdr.     He  had'ar  voice'  clears  fall,  aad*  flUelodiooi; 

t  i/Lr^  Hferttr,  it  the- dttth  of  MW. OtAfidd.wn 
fingled  out  by  Mr.  Gibber  to  fapport  hlrto^^rite 
chara£lers  of  lady  Betty  Modifh  and  lady  Towoly. 
On  that  accouQty^he  cook  extraordinary' pains,  which 
wai  of  lingular  happinefs  to  her  ;  becaDfe,  with  that 
advantage,  (he  made  but  a  decent  aftrefs.  She  was 
naturally  well  formed;  with  an  eafy,  elegant  air' atid 
mien  ;  and,  thoughhei-  voice  w^  bad,  (he  had  a  fen- 
fible  pronunciation.        /^/V. 

§  The  merit  of  this  excellent  adrefa,  both  in  tra- 
gedy and  comedy,  and  alfo  in  the  great  drama  of 
life,  is  too  well  known  to  the  prefcnt  age  to  need 
being  mentioned  here.  And  poUerny  alfo  will  know 
and  elleem  her  in  her  real,  as  well  as  her  aliumed, 
charadler,  from  the  jufl  and  elegant  tribute  which  her 
friends  and  the  laureat  hai^e  paid  to  her  memory  in 
WenmiDiler-abbey,  near  thai  great  bard,  of  whom 
(he,  as  Rofaiind,  Beatrice,  and  Hamlet's  mother, 
was  one  of  the  bel^  cxpofitors.  She  retired  from  the 
(lage  in  April,  1768,  and  died  at  Bath  ia  Aoguft 
following,  aged  57.. 

tione4 
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Ironed  author  &y9» ;  ^*  It  w^  ^  oi^  ^  (ram* 
*♦  fl^tipn  from  Voltaire."  On  the  <:pntraiyt 
there  is  fc^ce  a  fgcQe  witl^ouf  v^ri^tlP^i^ 
from  Voltaire.  TulUa  (or  Lucia)  dies  at 
the  end  of  the  iyth  fiA  in  Voltaire.  .  In  the 
Englifh  play,  there  is,  in  the  vth  ad:,  a  pa- 
thetic fcene  between  her  and  Titus,  entirety 
new*  The  author  proceeds,  *♦  This  play 
^*  was  printed  in  odavo,  1735.**  Here  is 
truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth.  A  fe(:o|id 
edition,  with  improvements,  was  pi)blUhe4 
in  1747*  To  this  edition  is  prefixed  Vol^ 
taire's  "  Eflay  on  tragedy,**  then  firft  tran- 
flated,   Both  thefe  editions  are  out  of  priq^ 

This  play  was  read  in  iiianufcript,  and 
much  approved,  by  die  author's  particular 
friends,  old  Tom  Souther^e,  and  Mr. 
flawkins  Browne,  each  of  which  gentlemen 
honoured  him  with  eorre£tion^  and  re^ 
marks. 

Mr.  Browne  fuggefted  an  alterationi  by 
which  the  play  was  greatly  improved,  yis;^ 

Vol,  III.  3^  tb# 


t    i54    1 

did  pkoDgf  ^  fctne  b«C#edi  Tieus  and 
Liida  before  that  between  Brutu;i  and 
Titus,  as  H  now  ttiaiAs.       DM, 
Yoiin,  tec 

W.  duHgombe. 


*L  E  T  f  E  R    CLXXIV. 
Mr.  Hirst  to  Mr.  J.  Duncombe. 

m  DEAR  FRBND,  j^'alrij'S. 

J.  H  £  public  papers  mufi  have  informed 
you  of  the  intended  return  of  Mr.  Vanfittart 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  The  great  conne&ions  I 
have  had  with  and  the  manjr  obligations  I 
am  under  to  him^  will  not  make  it  any  mas- 
ter of  furpriie^  when  I  acquaint  you,  that  I 
fliall  accompany  him  to  that  part  of  the 
world. 


The 
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The  coxnmiffioners  arc  M/r*  Vanfij^ij, 
*  Mr.  Scrafton  *,  and  colon^  For^e  ^.  As 
far  as  I  can  underftand,  they  go  out  upon 
thcgencrai  plan  of  pfcificauon  and  .reduc- 
tion of  the  company's  rnilif ary  expences ; 
and  are  inve^d  with  the  fulJeft  powers  to 
cfifcauate  every  thing  dicy  fhaU  diink  prp- 
per  for  the  good  of  the  company ;  particu- 
larly to  infpca  into  the  coUedion  of  the 

*  Luke  Scrafton,  efq;  wasaathor.of^*  Reflexions 
*<  on  the  government,  &c.  oflndoftan:  withalhort 
"  iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Bengal,  from  the  year 
**  1739  to  1756  v^nd  «n  accoiii^t  pf  the  jEpgliih 
M  f^fairt  to  1756."  Pabliihed  (in  8vP.)  at  Edinlmi^h 
in  176^9  and^tcLoDdon  in  1763. 

f  Colonel  Francis  Forde  diftingniihed  himftlf  in 
the  laft  war  by  taking  Mafliilipatam  by  ftorm,  T^pril 
8,  I758f  by  defeating  «he  French  army  in  Goloonda, 
commanded  by  the  marquefs  de  Conllans,  December 
7,  1758,  and,  Mly,  by  defeadng  alfo  the  Dotth 
forces  in  Bengal,  November  25,  17^9.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  vidory,  a  treaty  was  conclnded  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  the  dire^r  and  coaa€il«t 
Chincara,  to  the  advantage  of  the  former. 

See  '*  Dobfon's  annals  of  the  war,"  p.  if  x. 

Xz'  revenues. 
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hiVfthufts,  in  which,  it  is  fufpeftcd,  there 
itc  very  great  abufeSi 

Mr.  Vanlittart  is  lirft  helmed  in  the  coni- 
fhiflioh ;  but  I  do  hot  learn  that  either  his 
ippointmerit  or  power  will  be  greater  than 
thofe  of  the  other  two.  1  am  Appointed 
chaplain  to  the  comttiiliiioh.  The  c6mparty 
is  t6  find  a  table,  and  bear  all  expences ;  fo 
you  may  believe,  I  (hall  not  ftarve  during 
this  expedition^ 

I  could  wifh  any  orfifcr  perfon  rather  than 
Mr.  Scrafton  Was  appointed  fecond  corii- 
miffioner  ^t    Mr;  Vanfittart  feels  nothing 


*  Several  afperfioos  having  been  caft  on  the  i 
tfuA  of  Mr.  VanficcarKy  as  preiident  of  the  cooacil  at 
Calcutta*  his  friends  in  England  thought  it  neccflaiy 
to  pnUiflii  in  1765,  Tome  <<  Original  papers  relative 
^<  to  the  diftiirbances  in  Bengal :  containing  every 
*<  nateriai  traniaftion  from  1759  to  1764/'  l^hefe, 
connei6bed  together  by  a  **  narrative,"  were  reprin* 
ted  in  17669  by  Mr.  V.  himfelf,  in  three  volnaDcs 
ivo.  with  fooie  additions.  **  Obiervations  on  this 
*'  narrative*' were  pobliihed  in  1767  by  Mr.  Scrafton, 
(theft  one  of  the  Eail  India  direftors,)  in  which,  as 

the 
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btl  thb  account,  but  all  his  friends  fttl 
greatly  for  him^  His  own  good  heart  and 
gentle  diipofition  make  him  eafy  in  thefc 
trying  circumftances*  1  hope  there  is  no 
reafon  for  any  apprehenfions,  as  they  feem, 
bothi  pcrfeftly  reconciled,  and  are  ftudious 
themfelves  to  promote  a  private,  as  they 
are  commifTioned  to  enforce  a  public,  pa« 

the  Monfhiy  keviewers  exprefi  it^  chiit  g«QtIemaii» 
*^  who  wa»  himfelf  tn  aAor  of  feme  coDfeqoence  in 
*<  ihofe  tarbulent  fbenei ,  being  zealoufly  attached  to 
**  lord  Clive,  the  hero  of  the  grand  oriental  drama, 
**  charjg;ed  both  Mr.  Holwell  aad  Mr.  Van£ttart 
*'  (lord  Olive's  fucceflbrs)  with  having  embroiled  the 
*'  company *t  affairs,  by  departing  from  his  lordfliip^s 
*<  wife  plan,  principles,  and  conduct.'*  A  perio- 
dical paper,  entitled  *<  The  Eaft  India  obferver,'* 
was  atfo  cottfideted  by  Mr.  V.  as  the  work  of  Mr.  S. 
whicb^  however,  Mr.  S*  denied.  Thefe  attacks  oc- 
tafioned  the  publication  of.  **  A  letter  to  the  proprie* 
"  tors  of  Baft  India  ftock'*  by  Mr.  Vanfittart,  in 
which,  with  irrefragable  (Irfcngth  of  argnment,  and 
exemplary  command  of  temper,  he  convided  Mr.  S. 
of  many  felf-contradidions,  from  his  own  "  Sketch 
*«  of  the  hiftory  of  Bengal^*  above-mentioned,  and 
anfwered  every  article  alleged  againft  him  both  by 
Ihe  diredor  and  the  **  obferver*'  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
every  impartial  reader* 

cification. 
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^ificpl^.  We  .^vc  QXiCiie^  19  Cjjcpca 
perfi^  uoaaimiqr^  and  th^t  U  fmm  the 
fears  'Wc  my  ft  all  have  of  breaking  the  peace, 
which  muft  be  the  {\xr€&  mc2ps  of  prefer* 

YlQg  it* 

I  thought  to  have  fpent  the  remamder  of 
my  days  in  Old  England,  *'  under  my  own 
"  vine  and  under  my  own  fig-tree,"  but 
J)us  aliter  vifum  efi^  and  I  muft  fubmit. 
Adieu  theref<^e  all  thoughts  of  domeftic 
life !  Adieu  the  damusMt  pUam  uxitr  /  Like 
Noah*s  dove,  I  muft  a  fecond  time  wander 
over  the  face  of  the  great  deep,  for  I 
muft  not  yet  be  allowed  "  reft  for  the  fole 
"  of  my  foot."  . 

His  majefty's  (hip  the  Aurora  frigate  is 
uppointed  to  carry  ua  to  India,  and  it  is 
thought  we  (hall  be  ready  co  fail  in  three 
weeks  time*.    God  blefs  you,   my  dear 


•  They  failed  (alas!)  September  30.  A  Latin  ode 
on  this  occafion,  entitled  Ad  amieum  na^tngatmrtam^ 
was  addreffed  to  Mr.  Hirft  by  the  laic  Dr.Kirk- 
paaick,  father  of  major  Kirkpatrick,  who  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  at  the  battle  of  Plaffey,  &c.  See  it 
in  the  "  appendix." 

/  fnend ! 
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friertdt  I  IfealUvei*  think  of  ycwfmaiiyci-' 
viliti^s  wkb  great  gratitude,  «nd  hope  for 
the  ecfntinuftnce  of  your  charitable  cor^ 
liefpcindcnce  during  the  time  rf  this  my 
fecond  eaftern  emigration,  being 
M6d  affedionately  yotirsy 

W.  HIRST. 


*LETTER    CLXXV. 
Mr.  Hirst  to  Mr.  Fazakerley. 

DEAR  PAZ,  December  19,  1769.* 

1  WRITE  Ais  from  the  Dutch  town  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  My  laft  gave 
you  an  account  of  our  arrival  at  and  depar- 
ture from  Madeira,  and  this  acquaints  you^ 
that  we  arrived  here  the  6th  inftant,  from 
whence,  it  is  imagined,  we  (hall  fail  the 
day  ifttt  to-iiM>rrow.  I  hwe  made  maAy 
little  excurfions  during  my  rcfidence  hcte," 
but  not  far  enough  in  the  country  to  give 
you  much  account  of  it :  and  there  is  little 

worth 
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worth  conveying  to  you  from  hence,  un-^ 
U^  I  could  itavc  fent  you  fome  authentic 
anecdotes  of  the  Aboriginals  of  U^e  couticry, 
I  m^^ti  the  I^ttentots  ^  and  th^y  are  all 
fhrunk  into  pb^  inland  parts,  at  Icaft  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  Cape.  We 
have  feen  but  three  of  them  (all  men)  fincc 
our  arrival  here  ;  nor  do  I  recoiled  that  I 
faw  more  when  I  was  here  before, 

As  we  are  in  fouth  latitude,  the  weather 
is  at  this  time  exceeding  fultry,  fp  thv  wc 
arc  obliged  to  keep  under  cover  great  part 
of  the  day,  the  thermometer  bein^  now  at 
83  degrees;  a  heat  much  beyond  what  you 
generally  have  in  England  in  fummcr  ♦. 

*  May  |6>  1770.  Dr.  Bevis  fays,  the  aftial  height 
of  the  thermometer  in  England  in  hot  weather  is  from 
70  to  72;  but  hjs  has  been  in  very  hot  weather  at 
86.  .E.F. 

In  the  hotted  weather  of  laft  fqmmer  [1772]  the 
thermometer  in  the  open  air  wtt  at  85*  while  th|it  in 
my%cel!ar  was  at  55  ;  and  it  Hands  nearly  at  the  fame 
degree  in  the  ouddle  of  winter.  I  hppofp  48  to  be 
nearly  th^  mean  de^ee  of  th0  l^czt  and  cold  of  the 
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Ycftcrday  and  the  day  before  I  made  one 
of  a  party  with  Mr. Vanfittart  to  Bay  Falfo*, 
about  twenty  Englifh  miles  from  the  Cape- 
Wc  rode  partly  on  horfcback,  and  partly 
in  a  coach,  having  two  of  the  governor's  - 
coaches  and  fix  to  attend  us*  Indeed  I 
cannot  fay  too  much  of  the  very  hofpitable 
reception  we  met  with  here,  owing  to  the 
great  rcfpect  which  the  Dutch  governor  and 
his  council  ftiew  to  Mr.  Vanfittart.  You 
itiay  be  fure,  diis  circumftance  gives  me  no 
fxnall  pleafure,  as  it  is  a  proof  of  the  great 

.  whole  year,  from  the  pole  to  the  equator  ;  and  that 
this  is  the  tenperatore  of  the  earth's  body,  in  the 
middle  latitudes  ai  all  feafons,  to  a  certain  depth. 
That  where  the  temperature  of  the  earth's  body  is 
more  or  lefs  than  this,  the  fun  and  the  fuperior  ai' 
have  no  (hare  in  it»  but  it  mud  be  imputed  to  fab* 
terraneous  caufes,  fuch  as  mineral  eftervefcences  and 
adueous  exhalations.  The  fubtcrraneous  tempera- 
ture is  a  curious  fubjefl,  which  hath  not  been  much 
attended  to.-    W.  J. 

•  This  bay,  wbicliis  ten  leagues  in  circumference, 
lies  hetween.CApe  FaUband  Cape  das  A igu  11  has,  co 
the  fouth-caft  0/  the;  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  at  the  moft 
fouthern  extremity  of  Africa, 

Vol.  III.  Y  name 
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name  and  charadsr  he  has  in  India,  that 
even  ftrangera  are  not  unacquunted  wt^  it 
It  h|as  been  repotted  that  Cape  Falfa*  is  a 
much  move  firopcx  fituation  &)r  a  colony 
than  die  pl^ce  which  the  Dutch  h^ve  chofen 
hem;  but  thta  ii noc  faft,  as  tbc  luUa,  or 
raib^  mouAtsdns^  defcend  ajbrnoft  to  the 
fea-fide»  ^md  are  fi>  &aep  and  craggy  as  not 
taadmicof  cqldratiom  The  company  have 
lately  built  fome  ftorehoufes  thm  for  the 
ftpvice  o£  the  fhipping  in  the  winter-time, 
whea  the- winds  blqw  lb  hard  in  TaUe-bay, 
that  they  cannot  with  fafcty  ride  here. 

It  is  with  feme  fatisfaftion  I  recognife 
the  view  qf  the  Table-land  and  its  environs, 
and  am  pleafed  to  find  the  reiemblance  of 
my  view  of  it  in  i  ySg  much  more  ftrong 
than  I  thought.  If  I  had  more  time,  and 
lefs  indolence,  I  might  perhaps  make  it  lc6 
unworthy  the    acceptance  of  my  friends. 

*  The  Portogucfc  once  took  thit  cape  for  tkc  Cape 
das  Aigallhas,  which  lies  orer  againft  it,  aad  having 
found  their  millake,  thejf  called  chii  Cdt*  FaJJo^  er 
the  Falfc  Cape«    Mowtn.- 

The 
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The  comet  which  we  few  in  EhgUrnd  ap- 
proaching to  the  fun,  wc  faw  returnii^ 
» from  it.  I  took  two  obfervartions  of  its  fi- 
tuation  in  the  heavens  with  refped:  to  the 
neighbouring  fixed  ftars,  and  wrote  on  the 
occafion  a  fheet-fuU,  which  I  intended  to 
have  fcnt    to  my  friend  MaAcelync*   at 

*  Akr^oihtr-toyd.  In  addition  to  Ae  actovtot 
which  this  gentlefiian  gave  (in  the  •«  TranfaAions'') 
of  MnHirftVobrervation  of  the  fecond  tranfitof  Veniiffy 
as  mentioned  in  notef,  p.  85,  Mr.Hilltinferted,«tfiii 
defire.  in  vol.  Hx,  p.  228,  *'  Ah  liccoabt  of  feve/al 
"  phaenomena  obferved  during  the  ingfefs  of  Venat 
•'  into  the  folir  difc  ;**  by  which  it  appears,  thit, 
b  this  ti-anfit,  lYt  6rtt  external  contaft  ^^  pikttdtd 
by  an  uhduladoti  bf  the  edg^  of  the 'fan,  as,  in  the 
foriner,  by  A  kind  of  penumbra,  both  perhaps  Occaili- 
oned  by  the  atmofphere  of  Venus' ;  and;  ih  bbth  Mnfits» 
ki  the  Internal  i:dntads,  ^t  ohfhiif^A  ttte  fime  fhtstto- 
menbn  of  an  obloogation  of  the  orb  of  V^nOs,  fie 
a](b  took  this  opportunity  to  complain  of  the  mutila-> 
ted  manner  in  which  his  accouhtof  the  tranfh  in  India 
was  idferted  in  vol.  lit  of  the  <*  Tranfaaiona,"  p.  396, 
(not  vol.  fviy  as  printed  by  miftake  in  the  former  note) 
in  particular,  of  the  omitting  his  obfervations  of  tlie 
equal  altitudes  and  meridional  tranlits  for  regulating 
bis  time-keeper,  and  his  reafons  for  concluding  that 
Teniu  bad  06  fkellhe,  as  ha^  been  fufpeaed  by  U, 
Yz  Ca«ni 
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Greenwich:  but  this,  as  well  as  many  other 
papers,  I  have  either  left  or  miflaid  at  fca; 
and  it  often  happens,  as  the  earl  of  Dorlct 
fays*,  that 

**  Our  paper,  pens,  and  ink,  and  we 
«<  Are  tumbled  up  and  down  at  Tea.** 

We  continue  to  be  very  harmonious,  and 
•  confequcntly  very  happy,    on  board  the 

Caflioi  and  the  lace  ^r.  Short."  If  thefe  had  been  infer- 
,  ted,  M.  Pingre  y/ould  h^ve  had  no  occafioo  to  lament, 
that  •*  Mr.  Hirft  did  pot  acquaint  the  world  in  what 
**  manner  he  obfervcd  the  equal  altitudes,  SccJ*  nor 
would  there  have  been  any  occafion  to  alter  his  nom* 
bert  refpefling  the  periods  of  the  tranfit.  *'  Obfervati- 
"  ons  (as  be  juftly  remarks)  ought  not  to  be  rejeded  or 
««  flifled  becaufe  they  do  not  entirely  fuit  an  adopted 
**  fyficmt  or  favourite  paralladlic  angle."  Mr.  Short 
at  that  time  method ifed  and  digefted  the  ailronomical 
papers  in  the  **  Tranfadlions."  Governor  Vanfit* 
tart  was  Mr.  Hird's  afliflant  at  Greenwich,  as  gover- 
nor Pigot  had  )>een  at  Madras. 

*  In  his  celebrated  ballad,    the  bappiefl  of  his 
poetical  prod  unions, 

"  To  all  you  ladies  now  at  land, 

"  We  men  at  Tea  indite,  /h:." 
pompofed  the  night  before  the  engagement  with  the 
Putch  in  1665.  Aurora. 
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Aurora.  I  know,  this  will  give  great  plca- 
fure  to  all  Mr.  Van's  real  friends,  and  be 
the  occafion  of  great  chagrin  and  difap- 
pointmentto  all  who  expected  the  commif- 
fion  would  be  overfet  by  the  diffenfion  of 
the  commiflioners.  God  blefs  you,  my 
dear  fciend ! — 

Yours  ever, 

W.  HIRST. 


LETTER  CLXXVL 

Rev.  Dr.  Johnson*  to  the  Rev.  Dn 
Berkeley  -f-. 

Scntford  iif  Coimefiicot, 
REV.  AND  MOST  D8AR  8ia, 

WOT.  I,  1771^ 

X  AM  moil  intenfely  thankful  to  our  good 
God,  that  he  hath  fo  gracioufly  prcfervcd 

*  Miflionary  at  Stratford,  and  prefident  of  the  col- 
lege at  New  York.  He  publilhed  (at  Philadelphia) 
ID  1752,  ''BlementaPhilofophica,  containing  chiefly 
'*  Noetica,  or  things  relating  to  the  mind  and  un« 
**  derlUnding  :  andEthica,  or  things  relating  to  the 

••  moral 
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my  dear  fon*  to  tne  and  his  family,  tod  u%to 
^im,  through  his  longabfence,  and  many  dan* 
gers,  and  at  laft  reftored  him  to  us,  and  given 
us  to  rqoice  together  in  all  the  great  goodndk 
of  hrs  providence  towards  him  and  us !  And 
now  I  return  my  mod  cordial  thanks  for  the 

**'  moral  behaviour«'^  He  died»  far  advanced  in  yean, 
Janotry  6»  1772.  He  bad  often  wiihed,  and  re« 
peated  it  the  morning  of  his  departure,  that  he  mighl 
in  hi$  death  referable  bifhop  Berkeley,  whom  of  all 
mankind  he  had  moft  revered  and  loved,  and  whofe 
virtues  he  had  endeavoored  to  imitate  in  his  life ;  and 
Heaven  heard  his  prayer,  for,  like  him,  he  expired 
fitting  in  his  chair,  without  a  druggie  or  a  groan. 
The  fodecy  «*  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
**  foreign  parts,'*'  in  the  laft  *<  abftradl  of  their  pro- 
**  ceedings,*'  uke  an  opportunity  of  expreffing  **their 
«<  fenfe  of  the  diftinguifhed  merit  and  long  Services 
••  Wtka^very  worthy  and  refp^£lable  tniilionary,'* 
and  of  declaring,  that  ^  they  coniider  his  death  ip  a 
««  p^blieloA  to  tkfc  ibckfty,  and  to  the  Aaicriftaa 
«V€k0itb/' 

f  Son.  of  bi(hop  Berkeley »    and  prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  kc, 

*  William  Samuel  Johnfon,    l.  l.  d.    four  yean 
agent  in  England  for  the  colony  of  Conncdicut. 

great 
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great  kindnefs  and  affeftion  wherewith  yoti 
have  treated  him  in  his  abfence  froo)  us. 
May  my  God  abundantly  reward  all  your 
goodnefs  and  beneficence ! 

I  am  much  grieved  for  the  mifcarrij^  of 
your  kind  anfwer  to  my^laft  letter,  wherein 
you  opened  yonr  mind  with  fo  much  free- 
dom ;  and  I  could  wifli  you  yet  to  give  a 
Ihort  recapitulation  of  it. — ^I  am  yet  unwil- 
ling to  give  up  all  hopes  of  feeing  you  in 
America ;  at  leaft  of  your  being  our  firft 
.  bifliop ;  for  then  I  could  truft  that  we  flioutd 
fet  out  upon  the  foot  of  true  genuine  primi- 
tive Chriftianity.  And  if  you  be  not  your- 
lelf  the  man,  I  beg  of  you,  throughout  your 
whole  life,  ftrongly  to  intereft  yourfelf  in 
our  aiFairs,  and,  as  far  as  poflible,  that  we 
may  have  one  or  more  biftiops,  and  th^it 
they  may  be  true  primitive  Chriftians;  other- 
wife,  if  they  are  only  men  of  this  world,  wc 
are  indeed  better  without  them. 

I  rejoice  and  blefs  God,  that  there  is  fuch  a 
4Tian.xn*thefe  abandoned  times  as  Bp.  North*, 

•  Of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  fccond  (on  to  the 
eArl^f&tfilford,  and 
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and  he  fo  young  a  man  too,  and  of  a  noble 
family  too !  Such  a  one  is  a  Phoenix  indeed! 
— I  defire  you  (if  you  think  fit)  to  give  my 
dutiful  compliments  to' him,  and  to  let  him 
know,  that  (as  I  am  the  oldeft  clergyman  of 
the  church  in  America)  I  humbly  beg  he 
would  pity  our  deplorable  condition  here, 
in  being  obliged  to  go  a  thoufand  leagues 
for  every  ordmation,  and  ule  all  the  influ- 
ence in  his  power,  without  ceafmg,  'till  we 
are  provided  with  a  bifliop  to  ordain  and 
govern  the  clergy  here. 

I  earncftly  pray  God  to  blefs  you,  my 
dear  Sir,  and  that  moft  worthy  lady,  your 
mother,  with  your  lady  and  dear  offspring, 
with  all  the  bleflings  of  this  life,  and  that 
we  may  at  length  be  happy  together  in  a 
better  world,  with  your  great  and  good  fa- 
ther, whofe  precious  memory  I  blcfs  as  my 
preceptor  1 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard. 
Your  moft  afFeftionate  friend  and  brodicr, 

SA.  JOHxVSON. 

ADDITIONAL 
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ADDITIONAL  LETT]ERS. 

•  LETTER    CLXXVni 

Rev.  Dr.  Bentley  *.to   the  Rev*  Mn 

Davies  f. 

Trinity-colkgCj 
DEAR  SlRi  Saturday  evening,  [1710.] 


Ai 


.FTER  you  left  me  this  morning,  I 
borrowed  of  Dr.  Sike^   Mr.  Barnes's  new 

•  Mailer  of  Trinity-college,  Cambridge^  arch- 
deacon of  Ely,  &c.  This  letter  to  hh  brother- 
critic  feenis  truly  charaflerifUc  of  that  great  man 
and  his  little  temper.  **  Jofirna  Barnes,''  he  ofed 
to  fay,  **  underload  ^  much  Greek  as  a  Greek 
"  coblcr.'* 

f  A  learned  critic,  well  known  by  his  editions  of 
Cicero's  philofophical  works,  Laftantius,  Minucius, 
«:c.  He  was  at  this  time  fellow  of  Qjjcen's  college, 
Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  afterwards  maAcr,  pre- 
bendary of  Ely,  and  D.  L.  and  D.  He  died  in 
1731. 

Vol.  hi.  Z  edition 
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edition  of  Homer,  where,  I  was  told,  I 
fhould  Bnd  myfelf  abufed.  I  read  over 
his  dedications  and  prefaces,  and  there  I 
found  very  opprobrious  words  againft  ene- 
mies in  general,  and  one  bfifno  inimicus  in 
particular  ^  which  I  cannot  apply  to  my- 
felf, not  being  concerned  in  the  accufation« 
But  if  Mr.  Barnes  has  or  does  declare  in 
company,  that  he  means  me  by  thofc  cx- 
preflions,  I  affure  him  I  fhall  not  put  up 
fuch  an  affront ;  and  an  injury  too,  fincc  I 
was  one  of  his  firft  fubfcribers,  and  an 
ufeful  director  to  him,  if  he  had  followed 
good  advice.  He  ftruts  and  fwaggers  like 
a  SufFenus  •,  and  challenges  that  fame  ene. 
my  to  come  aperte^  and  (hew  him  any 
fault.  If  he  mean  mc,  I  have  but  dipped 
yet  into  his  notes,  and  yet  I  find  every 
where  juft  occafionof  cenfure. 

Iliad,  a.  VCr.IOI.  *AX\«  uvoTrrafsUffif,  i^a^aw*  «i  ;gtg^f. 

•  A  filly  poet,  who  cenfured  the  performances  of 
others  as  much  as  he  admired  his  own.     See  CatuI^ 

1US|  if    20,  ScQ* 

Thus! 
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Thus  all  editions  have  it;  but  in  this  we 
hfivc  it  in  the  very  text, 

and  this  nobl^  note  added:  ^^'Avrel^,  Ita 
**  omninbpro  awi»,  ut  olim  j**  fo  we  hive  ivrkf 
clapt  in,  pTQ  imperioy  only  to  avoid  the  hiatus 
<)f  two  vowels,  oW  «— Now  for  this  inter- 
polation alone  his  book  deferves  to  be 
burnt.  Let's  examine  into  the  paffagc  a 
little;  what  is  <j^9rogrraFfW>» ?  He  tranQates  it 
9ejpicient\  but  fays  not  one  word  to  ex- 
plain it.  His  friend  Euftathius,  to  whom 
he  owes  the  better  half  of  his  notes,  knows 
not    what    to    make    on*c  ;    whether    it 

be  asr-orraraJMrir  frOm  omrtfiw  Uerot^  1*  e.  a/ifm 
Q>^tiCi9i  or  A'TP-vTMa^'iv  irom  ^nu  Trraiw,  ^^5- 
f0fBtt,    1.  C»    wriituriff    OV    trom  vtTtf    Tprdtfx^   1*  e. 

wraySncraTa*.  But  who  evef  heard  either  of 
ovrrMi^u  or  'irreuw  ?  Where  docs  our  profcflbr 
find  either  of  them?  He's  wholly  mute 
upon  this  word,  which  is'  tuwa^XiyoftiPOf;  and 
yet  the  wretch  would  venture  blindfold  to 
put  in  itT:t^§.    But  the  true  reading  is  thus : 

Z   2  'A^^ 
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comes  forty  times  in  Homer  •,  and  it*  he  had 
been,'  as  he  thinks  himfclf,  Maeonides fextus 
favcne  ex  Pytbagoreoy  he  might  have  found 
out  the  emendation,  which  is  clear  per  fe^ 
but  ril  prove  it  fo  by  authority:  "  Etymel 

•*  vazrami^ip   kai  fAirct  tik  v^t^iatu^  .  itml^'  •Ttvr  tew;" 

fo  it  is  printed  indeed,  but  it  is  evident  he 
^rit  it  (irpir*«TyMW»,  and  had  refpeft  to  this 
place,  as  Sylburgius  well  obferves.  Again, 
Hefychius,    in    the    right    feries   between 

"  av«V«|   and    UmLvoL^C*   has  it  thus  ^  "Amvewrm^ 

tiaatp,  irt^t^^crh;  hc  mcaDfi  this  Very  pafiigc^ 
as  appears   by  the  Scholiaft,  ♦* 'Awwnt.fecru, 

What  fays  our  profeifor  to  this  jobb  i 

To  foift  in  ^iuraf,'  of  his  own  head,  and  fo, 
quantum  in  fe^  to  extinguifli  the  true  rea- 
ding for  ever,  which,  while  i,>^  was  pre'^ 
ferved.  in  the  text,  might  fometimc  be  re* 
trieved, 

I  dipped 


1  dipped  into  his  fecond  ^vohunc^  and 
there  I  found  this  learned  corre&ion.  Od,  a. 
V.  546.  pag.  307^.  "  Agamemnon,"  itys 
the  Scholiaft,  "  to  judge  fairly  whether 
**  Ajax  or  Ulyfles   deferved  Achilles's  ar- 

^    mOUr,   a«XfM^«'TV(  Twr   Tpi«f9  ayayi^ff   i^mffw  M 

•*  'chtraii^  he  gave  the  armour  to  him/* 
Here  our  profeflbr  correfts  it,  m  Mrf^ 
[durif  o(  T^Mtc,]  and  thus  a6ls  Thrafo  in  hii 
note ;  "  lia  emendo^  fenfu  foftulanie  5  quiqui 
«  hoc  valent^  ad  bos  frovoco*'  Impertinence ! 
to  appeal  to  men  of  fenfe  here ;  as  if  it 
required  much  fenfe  to  know  that  Ajax  and 
tJlyfles  were  not  Trojans.  The  bufinefs 
is,  to  corre6t  the  place  npatly,  that  is  truly, 
as  the  author  wrote  it ;  which  he  has  not 
done,  but  has  gone  clumfily  about  it.  TU 
give  him  the  true  ledtion  with  altering  half 
a  letter-,  ^^  {^i  w^i^  rw  [ii^\\  from  which 
"  of  the  [two  heroes)  they  fuffered  moft.** 
This  is  clear  and  neat.  But  our  profeflbr, 
befides  his  botching  in  the  words,  has  ful-^ 
lied  even  the  fenfe ;  for  the  captives  were 
not  a(ked  what  all  the  Trojans,  u  Tfitt, 
thought,  but  only  what  they  themfelves 
thought.  Again) 
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Again,  over  the  leaf,   p.  309,  v.  576, 
I  find  this  worthy  note ;  the  poet  had  faid 

of  TityUS,  0  l*  y  nna  w»to  vOa^^a,  UpOH  which 

fays   the  Scholiaft,  *'  vx*%^  ','«to»  /«'^  r»^«— 

So  all  former  editions.  One  t.^£$^»  being  | 
of  zftadium^  9  w^iS^a  make  one  ft  odium  and 
|.  Now  comes  our  learned  profeflbr's 
note  :  "  Cum  vU^^f  fit  fexta  pars  ftadii^  et 
**  Tityus  occupet  novem  w^jS^.,  fequitUTy  ilium 
^^^  fpatium  occuparty  non  unius  dimidti^  fed 
"  unius  ftadii  (^  dimidii :  ^are  inter  i,^  tS 
**  fl/tcio?  addendum  erat  rl  tuii!*  Here's  your 
profejfor  emeritus^  that  has  made  Greek  his 
ftudy  per  annos  quadraginta^  to  whofc  pue- 
fitia  other  peoples  manhood  cannot  reach. 
Now  to  pardon  him  his  filly  interpoladon 
of  ^yx'MTsoc  for  v^>  ^"^  ^^  making  the  Scho- 
liaft write  Ionic  \  it*s  plain  he  thought  i^ 
nft«7«c  fignified  "  one  half,**  and  not  "  one 
"  and  a  half;"  a  piece  of  ignorance  for 
iVhich  he  deferves  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
chair ;  and  for  which,  and  many  others  like 
it,  Ji  magis  me  irritaverit^  I,  as  his  princi- 
pal elcftor  and  governor,  may  call  him  to 
account.    What!    he  that  in  his  preface 

has 
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has  bragged  of  pcrufing  Pollux,  Suidas, 
Etymologus;  not  to  know  what  all  of 
them  teach  us :  "  9»  ifjn<rv  Ta>.Arrw,"  fays  Pol- 
lux, lit.  9,  "  is  r^u  iuMTuxxfretf**  i..e»  '*^one 
•'talent  and  a  half/'  not  "  one  half;  ta- 
**  lent,"  as  this  booby  would  think  it.  So, 
in  thofe  lexicographers  and  .authors  paffim^ 

**  ^   5/4WW,    riffcec^K    ifd-tcv,   i|   ?p*ru,   zf,   4^,    6^^ 

"*i*«^,;«  ifj,^,  laf,"  not  "  twelve  half,'*  I 
hope.  A  fit  man  indeed  per  annos  15  in 
Graeca  cathedra  celeb,  academic  federe !  From 
thence  I  dipped  in  his  fulfomc  Ittia^o?,  enough 
to  make  a  man  fpew,  that  fees  the  vanity 
and  infolence  of  the  writer :  where  I  nficct 
with  thefe  vcrfcs, 

An  TOT    vyL  T^IyXwrro?  W*  ^  oi.fi\6i^^<i  a»r^, 

But  what  a  fhame  is  it  for  a.  man,  tliat 
pretends  to  have  been,  a  teneris  unguiculis^ 
a  great  grammarian  and  a  poet,  not  to 
know  that  the  fecond  fy liable  of  iu7:^»yix  is 
long! 


Sir, 


A    '7^    1 

Sir,  I  write  to  you  as  a  common  fKeff^i 
and  defire  you  to  fhew  Mr.  Barnes  this  let- 
ter, but  not  to  let  him  keep  it,  nor  tran^ 
icribe  it.  If  it  be  true^  iliat  he  gives  out 
that  he  means  itie  by  thofe  villainous  cha- 
rafters,  I  (hall  teach  him  better  manners 
towards  his  ele£ton  For  though  I  (hall 
not  honour  him  fo  much  as  to  enter  the 
lifts  againft  him  myfelf ;  yet  in  ofie  weck*s 
time  I  can  fend  a  hundred  fuch  remarks  as 
thefe  to  his  good  friend  Will.  Baxter  *, 
(whom  I  have  known  thefe  twenty  years) 
who,  before  the  parliament  fits,  ihall  pay 
him  home  for  his  Anacreon ;  but  if  it  be 
otherwife,   that  he  did  not  defcribe  ihe 

*  Soon  lifter  this,  Mr.  Baxter  pablifhed  a  fecood 
edition  of  his  Anacreon,  in  which  he  treated  Mr. 
Barnes's  with  fome  cdnteropt.  It  is  obfenrable  aljb, 
that,  in  his  fecond  edition  of  Horace,  finifhed  by  hinif 
bat  a  few  days  before  his  deaths  in  1725,  *'  Dr« 
**  Bendey  (he  fays)  feems  to  him  rather  to  bars 
**  buried  Horace  under  a  heap  of  rubbiih  than  to 
•*  have  illuitrated  him."  Serif  term  tfium  'uiJetwr  fnagu 
•pprfjjijfe  quam  adomajft^  Such  are  ihe  reciprocal  civi« 
lities  of  critics ! 

Under 
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under  jthofc  general  reproaches,  a  fmall 
fatistaftion  (hall  content  me,  which  I  leave 
you  to  be  judge  of;  for  I  would  not,  with- 
'  out  the  utmoft  provocation,  hurt  the  fale 
of  his  book,  upon  which  he  profefles  to 
haVe  laid  out  his  whole  fortunes,  Pray'kt 
me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can.      • 

I  am,  &c. 

R*  BENTLEY. 


^  Ifhat  aTTovafirrafieaMf,  the  corrcdlion  propofed 
by  our  critic  (p.  172)  is  the  true  reading,  appears 
'ffom'the  Vathian  'arid  Florentine  MSS,  in  both  of 
^Wchit  was  iaftSsVwiu-ds  ftuild  by  his  fob.  Dr.  Tho- 
■las  Bentlcy.    Sec  "  Clarke's  Homer;"  voll  il,  p.  6 j. 


Vol.  IIL  A  a  ♦  LET- 
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I  *  LETTER    CLXXVllI. 

■  Sir  Richard  Steele  *  to  Bi(hop  Hoadlt. 
MY  LORD,  [without  a  due.] 


I 


HOPE  I  Ihall  be  able  to  wait  upon 
you  at  the  place  you  command  me  at  three 
of  [the]  clock  on  Monday  ftext.  There  is 
no  great  danger  of  your  afluming  moc 
power  than  is  welcome  :  You  never  exert 
fo  much  as  is  voluntarily  given  you.  Co- 
ming home  the  other  night,  after  your  great 
condefcenfion  in  liking  fuch  pleafures  as  I 
entertained  your  lordlhip  with,  I  made  the 
diftich,  which  you  will  find  if  you  tura 
over  the  leaf: 

Virtue  with  fo  much  cafe  on  Bangor  fits. 
All  faults  he  pardons,  though  he  none  coinmits, 

I  am,   my  Lord, 
Your  moft  obliged, 

moft  obedient,  humble  fcrvant, 
RICHARD  STEELE. 

•  Sec  vol.  i,  p.  290,  note  •. 

♦LET- 
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•LETTER    CLXX3X, 
Mr.  Welsted  f  to  Mr.  — — , 

SIR,  Tower,  January  18,  1730* 

HOUGH  I  do  not  think  it  proper  at 
this  time  to  trouble  my  great  patron  J  with 
a  letter  on  the  fubjcdt  we  lately  talked  of, 
I  cannot  however  excufe  myfelf  from  let- 
ting you  know  the  fenfe  I  have  of  his 
goodnefs  to  me. 

I  do  not  remember,  he  ever  refufed 
me  any  thing  I  alked  of  him ;  but  this 
lad  indance  of  his  favour  came  unalked, 
and  was  indeed,  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  manner 
of  it,  fo  generous  an  exertion  of  huma* 
nity,  that  nothing  can  come  up  to  it,  ex- 
cept my  own  gratitude. 

t  See  vol.  i,  letters  li  and  liii.  Mr.  Welfted  wa» 
patronifed  by  the  Duke  of  NewcaiUe,  and  had  at 
this  time  a  good  place  in  the  office  of  ordnance. 

J.  Biftiop  Hoadly: 

A  a  2  I  am 


I  am  fcarce  able,  as  things  now  arc 
with  me^  in  any  way  to  exprcfs  ta  you  what 
I  thought  or  felt  in  that  favourable  inftant, 
when  I  received  by  your  Jiands  fo  gracious  a 
mark  of  [the]  lord  bifliop  of  SaHlbury's 
friendfhip ;  but  be  aflured,  that  wl^en  I  re- 
count the  days  of  my  adverfuy,  I  Ihali  ickve 
that  out  of  the  number  *•,  and  when  I  call  to 
mind  what  I  moft  approve  of  my  felt,  1  fhall 
dwell  with  pleafure  on  the  fenciments  I 
then  had  with  refpedt  to  him. 

The  happincfs  he  is  pofleflcd  of  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  fuch  aftions  is  fincere  and 
inviolable,  and  the  memory  of  them  will 
fit  fweetly  on  him  in  extreme  old  age, 

I  beg,  Sir,  as  I  doubt  not  you  have  in- 
clination  for  it,  that  you  will  take  all  op- 

•  In  like  manner,  marfhal  Tallard,  after  paffing 
fome  days  with  the  duke  of  Devonihire,  told  hii 
grace,  that,  "  when  he  counted  the  days  of  his  im- 
'*  prifonment  in  England,  he  (hould  leave  thofe  that 
*'  he  pafled  at  Chatfwortb  out  of  the  number." 

portuniucs 


C    lii    ] 

portunities  to  cultivate  in  this  great  and 
amiable  m;in  thpfe  kind  difpofitions,  of 
which  I  fo  lately  received  fo  great  a  proof. 
Occafion  may  probably  bring  it  in  your 
wjy  to  throw  out,  in  converfation,  fomewhat 
of  more  force  and  happinefs  for  exprefling 
my  acknowledgments,  than  I  can  fay  my- 
fclf.  I  would  fain  appear  to  him,  at  Icaft, 
to  be  of  a  fincere  and  grateful  fpirlt,  and 
ppthing  would  go  nearer  me  than  to  be 
thought  either  not  to  fee,  when  I  met  with 
handfome  and  kind  ufage,  or  not  to  have  a 
heart  that  was  duly  afFc6tcd  with  it, 

I  am,  &c. 

LEON.  WELSTED^ 


•  LET- 
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•   LETTER    CLXXX. 
Rev.  Mr.  Straight  f  to  BiJhop  Hoadly. 


MY  LORD,  [1732.] 


I 


JUST  now  received  your  lordfhip*s 
moll  furprifing,  generous,  opportune,  be- 
atific letter,     1  was  dead  till  I  received  it. 


f  Red6f  of  Findon,  SoiTex,  a  living  which  was 
given  him  by  Magdalen -college,  Oxford,  of  which 
he  bad  been  fellow.  He  was  ever  in  a  (late  of  pcr- 
fecution,  as  it  were,  for  his  extraordinary  parts  and. 
eccentric  good  fenfe;  by  which  entirely  he  got  rid 
of  his  good  cnthufiaftic  father's  prejudices  (in  which 
he  was  educated)  in  favour  of  the  «*  French  pro- 
**  phets,"  by  whom  he  was  eaten  up  and  betrayed. 

Mr.  Straight  married  the  cldeft  daughter  of  Mr. 
Davenport,  vicar  of  Broad  Kinton,  Wilts,  whom  he 
left  a  widow  with  fix  children.  After  his  death,  two 
volumes  8vo.  of  *'  Seleft  difcourfes"  were  publifhcd 
for  their  benefit,  which,  though  never  dcfigned  by 

him 
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but  it  has  given  mc  new  life :  I  feel  myfelf 
gay,  elated  ....  I  have  been  tithe-gathe- 
ring thefe  three  weeks,  and  never  thought 
to  enquire  after  any  thing  for  the  future, 
but  the  price  of  corn  :  but  now  I  fhall  fee 
London  again,  I  (hall  fee  Sarum  again,  I 
Ihall  fee  the  bifliop  again. 

Shall  eat  his  oyfters,  drink  his  ale, 
Loos'ning  the  tongue,  as  well  as  tail ; 

I  (hall  be  poetical,  oratorical,  ambitious ;  I 
(hall  write  again  to  the  young  divine  • ; 
nay,  I  don't  know  but  to  the  public.  But 
I  muft  fupprefs  the  extravagance   of  my 

him  for  the  prefs,  were  extremely  worthy  of  it. 
His  c ire um (lances  and  health  were  particularly 
hart  by  his  turning  farmer,  and  dying  foon  after, 
before  he  had  time  to  retrieve  the  extraordinary  iirft 
expcnces.  The  few  poems  that  he  wrote,  which 
are  excellent,  and  much  in  the  manner  of  Prior,  are 
inferted  in  Dodflcy's  collcftion,  vol.  v,  p.  244— 2S 8. 

This  letter  was  occafioncd  by  the  bi (hop's  giving 
him  the  prebend'  of  Warminfter,  in  the  cathedral  of 
Sali(bary. 

•  Mr.  John  Hoadly. 
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APPENDIX. 

MINUTES  FOR  AN  ESSAY 

0*V     T  H  B 

HARMONY    OF    VERSE*. 
Br    Mk.    hughes. 

tN      THB'rKktACt. 


A 


.  S  this  dilcourfe  mull:  neccfla* 
rily  be  often  dry  and  minute  in  the  rules,  ir 
has  been  endeavoured  to  enliven  it,  and 
relieve  the  reader,  by  felefting  examples, 

*  Many  of  the  thoughts  in  this  eflay,  nnfioifhej 
aa  it  19,  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  author's  learned 
friend  Mr.  Say»  in  his  two  eflays  **  on  the  harmony, 
**  variety,  and  power  of  nambers/*  which  were  writ- 
ten in  the  year  I737»  at  the  reqaeftof  Mr.  Richard- 
Ton,  the  painten  and  publiflied,  after  Mr.  Say's 
death,  in  1745.^  See  letter  iv,  note* 
^     Voi.UL  a  Rude 
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which,  befidcs  the  reafons  for  which  they 
are  cited,  Ifave  a  beauty  of  thought  and 
cxprefllon,  and  an  agreeable  variety. 

SECTION      I. 

Sir  William  Temple's  rcafon  of  the  foncc 
of  poetry  among  the  ancients,  from  the 
union  of  the  three  powers  of  paintings 
eloquence,  and  mufic. 

The  ancient  poetry  was  all  fung* 

The  variation  of  the  numbers  among  the 
ancients  in  poetry,  as  well  as  in  mufic, 
was  to  exprefs  the  pailions. 


Rude /ketches  like  thde,  bjrdiehaodof  a.inafler» 
are  sAwsLyu  Ids  valuable  for  haviftg  been  touched  opoa 
by  an  inferior  pencil :  they  are  therefore  fubmitted  is 
;  the  connoiilcar  in  their  original  fonxij  and  in  tfaofe 
draughts  where  only  the  outline  is  chalked*  or, 
without  a  meuphor,  where  the  rules  arc  not  on- 
iimed  by  ^xamplea,  his  ovm.  fug^city  and  obferra- 
tiod  will  itadily  fopply  then.  The  paflages  between 
hooks  [  ]  are  added  by  the  editor.. 


On 


I 
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On  the  chorus  of  the  ancient  tragedy. 

See  a  paflage  in  Ariftotlc*s  problem,  by 
nvhich  it  appears  that  not  only  the  chorus» 
but  the.fcenes,  were  fung,  or  fpoken  to  a 
kind  of  modulation,  like  recitative  mufic* 

On  the  ancient  ode,  the  ftrophc,'anti- 
ftro'phe,  and  epodbn. 

The  harmony  of  verfe  then  originally 
was  its  aptnefs  for  mufic*  And  what  was 
afterwards  called  harmony  in  verfe  had  an 
analogy  to  this  firft  ufe  of  poetry. 

Harmony  in  verfe  is  therefore  an  apt  dif- 
pofition  of  the  words,  fo  as  to  afFeft  the 
ear  of  th6  reader  with  a  for:  of  mu^cal 
delight. 

This  is  found,  in  a  lefs  degree,  in  all 
oratorical  profe;  for  inftance,  in  Cicero's 
**  orations/*  Livy*s  "  Roman  hiftory," 
which  is  perhaps  written  more  in  the  ora- 
torical than  in  the  hiftorical  ilyle,  is  a  kind 
a  2  of 
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of  numerous  profc,  and  it  is  obfcnrcd^by 
Drydcn,  that  the  very  firft  Imc  of  it, 

FaSurufne  aper^e  pretiumjimj 

is  an  hexameter  hemifticb,  [and  that  of 
Tacitus  an  entire  one  ;- 

Urbem  Romam  a  principio  Reges  bahum. 

Livy  too,  dcfcribing  the  glorious  effort 
of  a  tribune  to  break  through  a  brigade  of 
the  enemy,  juft  after  the  b^c  of  Cannsc, 
falls  unknowingly  into  a  verfe  not  unwor- 
thy of  Virgil  himfelf : 

Hifc  uhi  diSa  dedit^  Jiringit  gladiumy  aauofue 
FaSo  per  mediosy  &c.  *] 

Some  modern  inftances  of  numerous 
profe. 

[<^  Then  was  the  war  Ihivcred,"  fays  Mil- 
ton, **  into  fmall  frays  or  bickerings,  at  wood 
•^  or  waters,  as  chance  or  valour,  advice  6r 
<<  rafhnefs  led  them  on  ;  commanded,  or 
"  without  command/* 

•  Drydcn's  preface  to  <«  Virgil's  paftorals,"  p.  98. 

Another 


t      V      ) 

Another  celebrated  writer,  contemporary 
with  Milton,  thu^  clofes  his  account  of  th<r 
mental  prayer  of  the  myftics,  now  called 
^ietifts :  "  A  kind  of  purgatory  it  is  in 
**  devotion  -,  fomething  out  of  this  world,' 
"  and  not  in  another;  above  the  earth,  and 
**  beneath  heaven ;  where  we  will  leave  it 
*'  in  clouds  and  darknefs."  And  Mr.  Say, 
like  Longinus,  thus  defcribes,  and  at  the 
fame  time  exemplifies,  the  ufe  and  power 
of  the  iambic  and  anapseft,  with  which 
Cicero  flaflies  in  the  face  of  guilty  Catiline^ 
^'  It  has  at  once  a  fharp  and  a  iudden  found : 
the  fame  which  men  ufe  when  they  pour  out  a 
torrent  of  w5rds  In  their  anger*."] 

The  affeftation  of  this  is,  however,  a 
great  fault,  and  the  diftin£tion  between 
profe  and  verfe  is  better  prefervcd  now  than 
formerly. 

The  firft  thing'  that  conftitutcs  the  har- 
mony of  verfe  is  the  meafurc. 

•  Effay  i,  p.  125. 

2.  The 


[  vi  3 

;  «•  The  feet  amoug  the  ancients,  daftyls, 
Ipondeesi^  &c 

3.:TJic  juft  obfervatioA  jof.thc  quantity 
of  rthe.  fyllabks,  and  the  h.ymg  the  acceni 
harmoniQufly,  that  no  fyilabk  may  be  forced 
OQt  .of.  it$.  natural  found. . 

4,  The  variation  of  the  paufcs. 

5.  The  order,  or  fituation,  of  tl>c  words : 
for  inftancc,  "  I  heaven  invoke  :  1-ieavea 
"linvojcc/* 

As  our  verfc  is  ^cfs  numerous  than  that 
of  the  ancients,  our  profe  is  fo  too  in  pro- 
portion*, fo  that  among  us  the  didinAibn 
between  verfc  and  profe  is  kept  as  wide  as^ 
among  them ;  our  profe  admitting  of  fewer 
tranfpofitions  of  the  words  out  of  their 
natural  order,  and  our  verfe  being  fprink- 
led  with  fuch  tranfpofitions  as  fomctimes 
give  a  majefty  to  it,  though  they  would  be 
affefted  in  profe. 

Voflius 


Voflius  IS  miftakcn  in  ^fflfcrting,  p^  33 
that  the  moderns  haV«  no  diftinftioA  of  fcct^ 
or  quantities  of  fyllabless  add  nothing  but 
the  "  found  of  like  endings^"  now  called 
*'  rhyme,"  which  he  cottiparcs  to-  the  mo* 
tion  of  a  drunken  man. 

Sec  Dicnyf.  Halic.  de  'imhorum  oAbcatitmi^ 

However  faulty  the  French  may  be,  it  is 
plain  that  this  is  not  true  when  applied  to 
Englifti  poetry.  It  'muft  be  allowed,  that, 
having  no  frofodia^  we  have  not  yet  diftin- 
guiOied  'more  than  the  number  of  fyllables 
in  each  verfe,  but  have  not  divided. thofc 
fyllables  into  different  feet  with  diftinft 
names.  That  a  certain  nurfiber  of  fylla- 
bles, for  example,  ten,  which  'is  the  nuni- 
hcr  allotted  to  our  heroic  verfe,  is  not  al- 
ways fufEcient  to  frame  a  verfe,  may  be 
feen  from  the  following  line,  fet  down 
three  feveral  ways : 

The  Saxons  reignM  long  iince  oV  this  iflaod. 
O'er  this  ifland  long  iince  rexgn'd  tht  Saxons. 
Lcng  fiace  o'er  this  iHand  the  Stxons  reagn'd. 

ThU 


^ 

%. 


[    vui    ] 


This  is  no  vcrfc,  though  there  arc  ten 
fyllables  in  it ;  but  let  the  words  be  placed 
in  the  following  order> 

Long  fince  the  Saxons  o'er  this  iflandreign''d, 

and  you  will  find  it  is  a  verfe,  and  reads 
very  harmonioufly. 


SECTION       II. 

The  ancient  heroic  verfe  was  varied  by 
the  different  feet,  dadtyls  and  fpondees,  and  . 
confifted  of  a  different  number  of  fyllables. 
The  Engliih  heroic  confifts  of  ten  fylla- 
bles, yet  of  different  feet,  according  as  the 
accent  falls  on  thofe  fyllables. 

Examples  of  this : 

5  could  1  I  flow  like  |  thee,  and  \  make  thf 

ftream 
My  I  ifreat  exlample^  Is  it  Is  my  theme  ! 


I  «  ] 

In  this  couplet,  the  firfl:  fyllable  in  the 
firft  line  is  long,  arid  with  the  two  fliort 
ones  that  follow  may  be  reckoned  to  make 
one  foot  of  the  vcrfe.  In  the  fecond  line, 
the  firlt  fyllable  is  fhort,  and  the  fecond 
long.  But  the  variation  of  the  length  and 
ftiortnefs  of  the  fyllables,  and  confequently 
the  various  falling  of  the  accent,  will  beft 
be  feen  in  a  diagram : . 


1  feline. '' 


td  lint. 


farppirpir-pir-pig 


^f-^\fiPf^.\rf,^m 


The  ill  foutid  of  verfc  is  cither  when  the 
meafure  is  ill  cholen,  as 

When  I  figh  by.  my  Phyllis,  and  gaze  on  thofe  eycs^ 
.t 

Vot.  IlL  b  which 


{  X  ] 

which  is  t  kind  of  a  jtg  movement;  or  tri- 
ple cime;  or  when  the  quantity  of  fyllablcs 
is  not  duly  obferved,  as 

[Before  Ke  Ycap'd,  fo  it  (ileaT'd  mydeftlny 
(Guilty  of  my  fin  of  going)  to  tbink  me 
As  prone  to  aU  ill,  and  of  good  as  forgetfal,  &c. 

Doom.} 

Or  when  the  Hops  are  not  varied. . 

Dn  Aldrich  fancied  he  could  diCdnguifh 
Virgil's  verfc  from  any  other,  if  only  the 
marks  were  written,  and  the  words  kfc 


out. 

I 


Virgil,  the  mofl:  harmonious  verfificr, 
Ikis  made  the  firft  fix  lines  of  his  ivth  ec« 
clogue  clofe  with  the  lame  (tops  a(  the  end 
of  each  line : 


SutUdtt  Mi^4t,  pattb  wu^a  a 
Am  omius  mrhufiajwuiaU^  bumlifym  mfnut^^ 
Si  umimtu  fyhvm^  fylv^t  fiiU  confuU  diffue.- 
Uliima  Ctaiuei  'vemt  jam  carmimit  atat^ 
Magtms  tA  tmiigiv  ftckrmm  mafcitw  9rd$* 
Jam  rtdii  it  vir^g  rtJeunt  SatMrma  regut. 


Dryden, 


i  «  } 

Dryd^n,  though  in  a  language  that  admits 
of  Icfs  variation  of  harmony^  has  tr^n Hated 
them  thus:' 

Sicilian  Mafe,  begin  a  loftier  ftrain  ! 
Though  lowly  ihrubt,  and  trees  that  (hade  the  plain^ 
.  Delight  not  aD  3 .  Sicilian :  Mofe  prepare* 
To  make  the  vocal  woods  deferve  a  ccnfurA  care. 
The  lafl  great. age,  foretold  by  facred  rhyinctfi 
Kenews  its  £niih'd  courfe^  Saturnian  times 
Roll  roand  again,  &c. 

By  which  means,  the  lines  being  drawn  out 
one  into  another,  and  the  ftops  Varied; 
there  arifes  from  them  a  mor^  agreeable 
harmony. 

• 

E  C  T  I  0  K       III. 

Therb  is  yet  another  caufe  of  the  har- 
mony, which  arifes  from  the  varying  the 
fcnfc  and  grammatical  conftrudiion  of  the 
fcntences,  which  alters  the  modulation  of 
the  voice. — The  meafure,  feet,  accents, 
paufes,  come  under  an  analogy  to  time  in 
mufic.     This  part  is  analogous  to  tone*. 

b  2  Th^ 


[    ?K    I 

The  voice  in  reading  rifcs,  or  falls,  x- 
cording  to  the  different  fenfc,  or  conftruc- 
tion,  of  the  fentences  which  esprels  that 
fenfc. 

That  there  are  fome  words  which  em- 
phatically engage  the  voice  is  fecn  by  th,e 
cuftom  which  has  often  prevailed  of  mark- 
ing with  Italic  characters. 

AiErmatipas  lower  the  voice  in  the  end 
of  a  fentencr ;  interrelations  and  admini- 
tions  raife  it.  No  one  will  doubt  diat  this 
variation  of  the  tone  of  the  voice  has  its 
force  in  harmonious  verfe. 

If  too  many  verfes  follow  one  another 
with  interrogations>  there  will  be  a  xoMfona; 

Example,  from  Denham : 

Could  we  not  wake  from  that  lethargic  djieam. 
But  CO  be  redlefs  in  a  wprfe  extreme  ? 
And  for  that  lethargy  was  there  no  cure. 
But  to  be  cafl  into  a  calenture  ? 


Cia 


Can  knowledge  have  no  bonnd,  but  mud  |ulvaivce 
jfo  £ur,'  to.BKihe  as  wifii  ibr  'ignorance  ?',  &c.    ' ' ' 

liVJiaiibes.thfire  difaifl  hc^ps,  ,b(it  lypnlA  4«^ffA|\d  /  > 
What  barbarous  invader  fack'dl^e^Jjan4?.     ^       ,     : 
Bat  when  h^'hears,  no  Ooth,  *no  Tark,  did  bring 
This  defolation»  bat  a  chriftian  king ; 
When  nothing,  but  the  name^f  toS,  kppearil  ^  ^ 
Twixt  our  beft  a£lions,  and  the  worft  of  theirs, 
"V^U^J^B  hejhinlp;^  piu!  A6iVtP  miild  d^ariei,) 
When  fuch  th'  effeds  of  our  devotions  are;?     .  \  t^j 

If  the  laft  lincvwme  left  Mit»  wl^ieh  Hre 

a  tautology  in  the  fcnfe,  as  well  as  a  repe- 
tition x)f.thc  fqiwd*  the  iwiaoDir  iwmM 
<:crfainlybp  better,  •    il 

An  inftancc  of  the  tone  finely  varied : 

[No  fooner  had  th*  Almighty  ceafM;  b^t  ^ 
The  qiultitade  of  angels,  with  a  Ihout 
Loud,  as  from  numbers  without  number,  fweet 
As  fooia  Ueft  voices  utieiing  joy. 

.    '  MifaoB.] 

Another  caufe  of  harmony  is  a  due  mix- 
ture of  polyfyllables  and  monofyllables. 
Ponne's  yerfe  is  viqious  in  having  ib.many 
monofyllables,  and  no  flops. 

Another 


t   xiy    1 

Another  caufe  is  turns  and  repetitions^ 
fometinies  of  the  fame  word^  fometimes  of 
the  iame  line.  For  the  firft,  an  example 
in  the  ftanza  of  Spenfcr  on  muIiC) 

Thejoyoifa  biidi»  te* 

Of  the  iecond^  Mikon*s  fpeech  of  Etc 
CO  Adam,  • 

Swcec i»^  bttaA  if  aiorn,  &c. 

Words  in>  the  JTame  line  beginning  with  a 
letter  (commpnly  called  alliteration)  too 
minute,  though  afFcftcd  by  Drydcn,  [viz. 

The  fileot  Lethe  leads  her  gentle  flood. 
About  the  boughs  a  numerous  nation  flew,  &c] 

Another  principal  caufe  of  the  mulic  or 
|>oetry  is  the  making  the  found  to  imitate 
the  fenfe.  Lord  Rofcommon's  charader  of 
Virgil, 

Tke  found  is  ilill  a  codMnent  to  the  fenfe. 

The 


\ 


[     XV     ]    * 

The  firft  and  m6ft  cJorh*^  way  of  ac* 
cendng  the  vcrfc  is  to  make  it  confift  of 
five  feet  to  each  litie,  and  in  each  foot  the 
iirft  fyUable  fliort,  tfaq  fecond  long ;  as 
thus : 

At  i  when  |  (ome  gfSat  |  and  gracious  pfui|c£ls 

dies^ I 
SSft  whis|pers  firft>  { and  moarnlfiU  inurlmurs 

rifel 
Among  I  the  fid  |    atten|dant9^  then  {  the 

found) 
Soon  galthert  volc6j  ind  (preadt  the  t£wB 

around. 

Ttis  is  the  xnoft  vulgar,  and  the  com* 
mon  people  g^erally  read  all  rerle  in  this 
movement,  laying  the  accent  on  the  fecond 
fyllable. 

Thovgh  despf  yctckar,  ifaough  gendf»  yet  notdul^ 
Strong  wkhoac  rag^^  without  o'erflowiiig  full. 

Deohaou 

As  the  harmony  of  thele  Imes  has  all  the 
perfedlion  that  can  arife  from  the  unforced 

quantities 


1 


\ 


quantities  of  the  fyllables,  fo  is  that  har^ 
inony  varied  by  the  fti>[>$»  the  ^v^filyibg 
the  grammacieal  ftrud^iM  of  each  fe»tcfiee^ 
and  the  difiercM  placiag  of  the  .aceent  oii 
the  wor^si  h  ma^  feeixt  very  trtinuoe  ^ 
explain  this  particularly  *,  but  becaufe  Dry^ 
den  has  fomewhere  *  mentioned  the  muiic 
of  thefe  lines  as  a  riddle  which  few  could 
explain,  and  has  kept  that  fecret  to  him- 
ftlf,  it  nffay  not  \st  amifi  here  to  attiiitipt  a 
folutioa  of  it. 

I  ihalt  USf  nothing  of  the  natural  and 
unforced  quantities  in  thefe  two  lines, 
/which  are  immediately  obvious  to  every 
reader,)  b\it  ont^  th^v  E>y  fJiiss'  meam  the 
verfe  is  fhiObthy  and  there  lis  no  need*  to* 
cSftoit  ^  wt>rd  in  the  prOAounGing  w 
make  it  Hand  in  the  verfe.  The  fourpaHifes 
are  alfo  mufical,  each  containing  an  entire 
fentence ;  but  this  rituHc  would  not  be  fiy 
perfcft,  if  the  gramnnatical  ftrufturc  of 
each  fentence  was  the  fame :.  as  if,  for  ex- 
ample,  it  ran  thus : 

*  In  his  dedication  of  the  <<  ^Eiieid"  to  the  mar- 
qaefs  of  Normanby,  p.  277. 

Though 


[    xvii     ] 

Though  deep,  yet  clear ;  though  gentle,  yetlivcfy; 
Though  ftrong,  yet  calm ;  though  full,  yet  rcftrainM- 

This,  though  the  quantities  of  the  fylhbles 
were  kept  as  exadtly  as  at  prcfent,  would 
not  make  fo  mufical  a  verlc.  But,  as  it  is 
in  Denham,  the  fecond  fentence  is  varied 
from  the  firft,  by  the  negative;  the  third 
from  both  the  preceding ;  and  the  laft  fen- 
tence from  the  third,  by  the  participle  and 
the  tranfpofing  the  order  of  the  words  ;  and 
the  clofing  the  couplet  with  the  emphatical 
word  "  full,**  completes  the  harmony. 

Though  deep,  yet  clear ;  though  gcnrle,  yet  not  dull ^ 
Strong,  without  rage ;  without  overflowing,  full. 

Thus  it  is  plain  that  the  firft  three  fcntences 
have  a  different  grammatical  form,  which 
varies  the  found  of  them,  and  the  laft,  a 
different  order  of  the  words,  which  conti- 
'nues  the  variety.  And  if  there  te  any 
other  myftcry  in  the  mufic  of  thcfe  lines, 
I  confefs  it  is  beyond  my  Ikill  to  difcovcr 
it»- 

•  With  the  above  the  readei  may  .«ompa»c  the 
Vol.  W.  c  followiag 


THE  WAY  TO  WRITE  HARMONIOUSLY. 
7.  A  good  ear. 

2.  Obfcrvation  of  the  reafons  of  bar. 
monyj  nothing  that   is   artful  being  the 


foIlowiBg  tccouBt  of  the  fame  couplet,  given  hf 
Mr.  Say: 

<<  A  contraft  to  each  other,  I  imagioe,  muft  be 
**  added  to  the  many  accounts  that  have  been  given 
**  of  the  pleafure  which  every  reader  feels  in  that 
•*  celebrated  diilich  in  *  Cooper's  hill,'  which  Mr. 
**  Dryden  has  rendered  fo  remarkable  by  propofiog 
*'  the  true  reafon  of  it  as  a  problem  to  torture  the 
^  grammarians.  For  nothing  can  be  more  different 
*'  than  the  ibands,  and  the  nombers  or  movements 
**  in  the  two  verfes,  as  will  appear  to  the  ear  itfelC 
■*  and  by  meafuring  the  time  in  the  feet  of  either 
'*  that  are  oppofed  to  the  other, 

«  Though  dgep,  yj«t  daw,  though  gcntK,  yet  not  dull: 

<<  where  die  verfe  moves  as  (low  and  filent,  or  as 
**  gentle,  as  the  river;  all  in  iambics,  if  we  call 
*'  them  fo,  that  are  nearer  to  fpondees,  excepting  in 

"  one 


I    xix    1 

cfFcd  of  chance,  but  governed  by  fomt 
rales,  though  thofe  rules  are  not  commonly 
known,  or  fet  down  in  writing. 

**  one  place,  whete  it  woald  have  been  a  xnanifeft 
**  impropriety.  • 

*'  Bat  ftroQger  ideas  reqaired  numbers  ftronger 
tnd  fuller;  and  iiich  is  the  following  verfe : 

<«  S^ong>  ^tboat  ragej  widiout  o'erflowing»  fuU. 

"  It  begins  with  a  trochee,  which  gives  motion 
'*  to  the  river  3  but  checked  by  a  fpondcjc  of  two 
*^  very  long  times,  oppofed  to  the  ihorter  times  of 
**  that  which  ftands  in  the  fame  place  in  the  prece- 
**  ding  verfe ;  as  the  trochee  here  is  oppofed  to  a 
^*  fpondee  of  longer  fqand  in  the  former.  The  like 
**  we  may  obferve  in  the  true  or  genuine  iambic  in 
*'  the  third  foot,  which  is  oppofed  to  the  gentler 
**  fpondee  above  it ;  and  «s  the  weakefl  founds  fall, 
"  as  the  ideas  require  they  ihould,  on  the  fourth  and 
<<  fifth  feet  in  th^  fird,  fo  the  founds  that  £11  and 
**  arrcft  the  ear,  iland  in  the  fourth  movement  here, 
**  and  yet  are  dofed  in  the  moil  agreeable  manner, 
^*  as  the  law  of  the  diflich  generally  demands,  with 
**  a  real  iambic,  or  founds  that  approach  the  neareil 
**  to  it.  And  the  laft  half  of  the  former  verfe  has 
•<  no  beauty,  in  my  opinion,  but  what  is  owing  to 
**  this  oppofition,  and  its  agreement  with  the  image 
"  it  reprefents.** 
**  Eflay  on  the  numbers  of  Paradife Loft,  p.ij i— 3/* 

c  a  q.  The 


[ .«  ] 

3-  The  frequent  reading  of  the  moft 

harmonious  writers,  cfpecially  when  you 

are  going  to  write.  This  puts  the  car  in 

tune. 

EXAMPLES  OF  MUSICAL  PASSAGES  IN  VERSE. 

Dryden*s  Salmoneus  from  Virgil  very 
mufically  tranflated,  and  with  a  ilrength 
of  found  equal  to  the  fubjefL  His  Cseci- 
lia*s  ode. 

TURN    AND    REPETITION  OF   WORDS* 

Her  fiftcrs  often,  as  *tis  faid,  would  cry, 
"  FiCy  Salmacis,  what  always  idle,  fie ! 
**  Or  take  thy  qaiver,  or  thy  arrows  Ceizc, 
*«  And  mix  the  toils  of  bunting  with  thy  cafe." 
Nor  quiver  flic  nor  arrows  e'er  would  feize. 
Nor  mix  the  toils  of  hunting  with  her  eaie, 

Addifon's  Ovid* 

Igwfcenda  quidem^  fcirna  fi  iffto/cere  mmm. 

.  Virg. 


.    A  fattlt,  bat  fttch  a  fkalt,  as  all  believe. 

Had  daim'd  forgivenefs^  could  bat  liell  fojpve^ 

Strong  baaddy  if  bands  uogratefal  men  coald  bind* 

Dryden*. 

Theie  reft* — if  any  reft  can  harbour  there. 

Milton. 

[Was  I  deceiv'd,  or  did  a  fable  dood 
Turn  forth  her  lilver  lining  on  the  night? 
I  did  not  err,  there  does  a  fable  dond 
Turn  forth  her  filver  lining  on  the  night. 

Ditto.] 

—  Cnidetis  tu  qvoqut  mater ^  &c. 

Viig. 

— •  ^jad  hahes  illius  HHms, 

Sltue  f^rahat  amores  f  Hor.  «d  Lycen, 

TaiTo's  ilanza  like  Spenfer's  in  the 
•^Bqwct  of  Blifs  V 

Drydcn*s  tranflation  of  the  "  fimile"  in 
the  fecond  book  of  Virgil  is  more  mufical 
than  the  original. 

r 

•  "  Manifeftly  copied/*  as  Dr.  Warton  obfervcs, 
^  from  Ariofto,'* 

Rent 


[    aacii    ] 

Rent  like  a  moimcaia  afh,  which  jar'd  the  winds, 
Atid  Stood  the  flardy  firokes  of  laboring  hinds : 
About  the  roots  the  cruel  axe  reibnnds, 
Thefttinipt  are  pierced  with  oft  repeated  wounds. 
The  war  is  felt  on  high,  the  nodding  crown 
Now  threats  a  fallj  and  throws  the  leafy  hononca 
down.  See* 

And^neas'slafl  fpecch  toTurnus,  Bookxu. 

*^  TuMi  bme  fpdus  indute  waeontm^  &c. 

Traitor,  doft  thou,  doft  thou  to  grace  pretend. 
Clad,  as  thou  art,  in  trophies  of  my  friend  \ 
To  his  fad  foul  t  grateful  offering  go; 
^Tvi  Pallas,  Pallas  gives  this  dreadful  blow ! 

In  mufic  it  is  not  allowed  to  take  two 
eights  or  two  fifths  in  fequence,  becaufe 
chefc  being  perfeft  concords,  the  firft  elpc- 
cially,  and  nearly  related  to  the  uniibn,  if 
the  compofcr  takes  two  of  them  following 
one  another,  the  harmony  is  faid  to  ftand 
ftill,  or  to  have  no  progreffion.  Though 
this  is  not  to  be  applied,  with  the  utmoft 
ftriftnefs,  to  poetry,  yet  it  is  certain,  that, 
if  many  couplets  follow  one  another,  all 

flopped 


[    xariii    ] 

ftopped  alike,  (a$  fuppofe  che  firll  line  cf 
each  of  them  .with  a  comma,  theiecotld 
with  a  period,  or  fuU  ftop,)  dicre  U  a  Ijkt 
fodt.      ' 

Examples : 

[A  fpiing  tbiere  l»,  t/hofH  filver  waWs  fiiow* 
Ckar  as  a  flood,  the  ihioing  fan<ls  below« 

-  '-pipe* 

,  •-.'       .• 

Pride  of  thy  age,  and  glojy  of  thy  race,  . 
Come  to  thefe  arms,  and  melt  in  thia  embrace* 

Ditto.] 

Bat  if  a  mortal,  bleft  thy  tinife's  Ineaft, 
Bleft  are  thy  parents,  and  thy  filters  bleft. 

Addifon's  Orid. 

Here  it  is  plain  that  the  found  of  die 
firft  line  is  repeated  in  the  fecond  of  each 
couplet,  fo  the  ear  is  cloyed,  and  the  har- 
mony has  no  progrefllon. 

For  the  rariation  of  paufes  fee  the 
ipeeches  in  die  two  firft^books  of  Paradi/e 
Loft  J  [and  particulariy .  the  invocation,  or 

argument 
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jirgumcnt  to  that  poem,  where,  for  forty 
lines  together,  the  fame  numbers,  in  eveiy 
refpeft,  are  fcarcc  once  repeated.  See  alfo 
Dryden's  tranflation  of  the  beginning  of 
the  third  Georgic] 


Of    BURDENS    IN    SONGS|     OR    IN    OTHER    POETRY. 

The  fault  of  Virgil,  Incipe^  M^nalios^ 
&c.  The  fame  in  Theocritus,  and  other 
ancient  poets.  The  burden  in  Prior's  'Nut- 
irown  Maid  the  bcft  inftance  to  be  found. 

See  an  inftance  in  Paftcrella. 

Lofiia  ■  eii  awta  ; 

and  in  Taflb*s  Aminta, 

Cangia  coMgia  coti/Ii^ 
PasczMrella  cbe  fd* 

The  right  ufe  of  all  thefe  minute  rules 
is  neither  to  be  too  thoughtful  of  them 
when  you  write,  nor  wholly  negligent  of 

them. 
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them.  They  operate  beft  wheii  farmed 
into  a  habit,  like  the  graces  in  mufic,  or  t 
thanner  in  playing  or  finging« 

The  effbiSt  is  certain,  that  the  mufic  of^ 
Verfe  is  a  very  delightful  part,  and  in  the 
foregoing^  difcourfe  it  is  endeavoured  to 
fliew  the  caufes. 


4>P   THtf    IMPEDIMENTS   TO    HARMOKT   iV  VERSE. 

I.  Too  many  cOnfoDants  in  a  language^ 
or  too  many  vowels.  The  extremes  are  the 
High  Dutch,  (or  Welch,)  and  the  Italian. 
2-  Unifoil  rhymes,  or  Words  jingling  in 
the  fame  line,  which  was  a  fault  among 
the  ancients,  and  is  (o  ftill,  though  we  have 
admitted  fhyme.    Thus  Cicero, 

0  flrtMotam  luatM  mi  confiJi  Romawif 

[which,  bad  as  it  is,  Dryden,  in  his  tranf-* 
lation,  has  happily  made  worfc^ 


Vol.  III.  4.  fortune 
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Fortune  foretun'd  the  dying  notes  of  Rome, 
Till  I,  her  conful  fole,  confol'd  her  doom.] 

Voffius  dc  *virihus  rythmi, 
Memhris  et  artiadis  diftinSuM^ 

P.  4.    Primo  mm  obfervarunt^   &c.   ut 
cantui  aptentur. 

Pyrrichius  diffyl.  ^^  ^  •     Spondee  —  — . 
Iambic  \j  — .     Trochee  —  v^ . 

In  triflyllables  there  is  a  greatcr,varicty,  as 

Tribrackys  \^  \^  \j  ^    Moloflas — • 

Anapxfl  ^  s^  — .    Dadlyl  —  s^  <^ . 

Spondees  give  the  hexameter  verfe  weight, 
daftyls  volubility. 

The  vaft  variation  of  the  ancient  fctt,  ^.%^ 
in  all,  124  various  kinds. 

See  Voffius,  p.  10. 

Of  what  force  the  ancient  numbers  were 
may  be  conjedured  from  Plato's  banifhing 

fome 
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fomc  movements  of  verfe  from  his  com- 
monwealth. This  is  not  to  be  underftood, 
unlefs  we  confider  that  mufic  was  joined^ 
with  it,  and  it  is  certain  that  fome  mufic 
is  manly  and  grave,  and  fome  foft  and 
efFeminate. 

.  Milton's  ^^  founds  marry'd  to  immortai 
^*  verfe/' 

The  Pythagoreans  called  verfe  the  male, 
and  mufic  the  female. 

SccVoffius,  p.  14. 

About  the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philopater, 
Ariftophanes,  the  grammarian^  changed 
the  Greek  frofodiay  (after  which  the  marks 
were  differently  written,)  and  untuned  the 
ancient  verfe. 

P.  22.  "  The  French  not  only  negleft 
•*  the  natural  quantity  of  the  fyllables,  but 
"•for  the  moft  part  alfo  the  accents  them-' 
"  felves.'*  (Hence  the  common  joke  upon 
them, 

Nos  Gain  non  cnramas  qaantlt^Cem.] 

d  2  Virgil, 
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Virgil,  to  avoid  rhyme  in  )m  verie^  phojc 
to  write, 

inftead  of  timidcs.  [And  the  nice  ears  of 
the  court  of  Auguftus  could  not  bear  the 
jingle  of  At  regina  pyrd.} 

^4e  funt  ampla  et  pulcbra,  6?r.  jtf^&- 
pida  et  concinna^  fcff. 

Rb4ftor.  ad  Herermium^  Ub.  4: 

See  p.  30.  De  amijfo  antiqna  cantu  vcr^ 
Juum. , 

Quintilian  fays,  that  ^'  the  reading  of 
«*  poetry  Ihould  be  fo  managed,  as  to  it- 
^*  fcmblc  neither  profe  nor  finging.*'  [The 
Italians  feem  to  attempt  this  in  their  rea- 
ding of  poetry.]  The  vulgar  pronunci^ 
pon  is  yolucrcs,  the  poetical  v61ucrc$. 


The 
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The  French  hwe  no  daftyl ;  the  Eag^lh 
|io  anapaeR*  French  abounds  in  iambics 
^nd  anapxlb,  EngHfh  in  <hAyls  and  tro* 
chees. 

Voffius  fa^ely  calls  Englilh  ^'  ibft  and 
**  effeminate/'  A  ridiculous  fancy  of  Vof- 
Jius*s  barber  combing  his  head  in  iambictg 
trochees,  daftyls,  &c.  which,  he  fays,  gave 
him  great  pli^afure. 


OF      RHYME,      &C« 

To  be  treated  in  the  laft  place. 


THE 
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THE  FOLLOWING  PIECES 

AK£  OMITTBD   IN   T^E 

COLLECTION  of  Mr.  HUGHES's  WORKS 

PUBLISHED       IN       173  5^ 


Dedication  •  [of  Charon,  or  the  Ferry- 
boat] to  the  Swifs  Count  [Heidegger.] 

SIR,. 

A  T  would  be  leflcning  a  man  of  your 
fame,  not  to  imagine  you  fufficiently  known 
by  the  title,  which,  by  the  courtefy  of 
England,  you  have  long  enjoyed,  and 
which  therefore  needs  not  the  addition  of 
your  name.  But  not  to  lofc  time  in  ccrc- 
mony,  I  haften  to  give  you  and  the  reader 
fomc  reafons  for  this  dedication. 

•  Sec  vol.  i,  p.  2x6,  note  •. 


^ 
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It  is  a  piece  of  craft  often  pradiled 
among  authors,  when  they  are  about  to 
pubiifh  ibine  trifle  which  they  fufpeft  may 
lie  too  quietly  in  the  bookfeller's  (hop,  to 
tielp  it  off  by  the  choice  of  a  patron,  whofe 
name  and  charader  may  be  a  means  to 
make  it  fpread.  It  is  for  this  reafbn,  and 
knowing  that  you  go  into  a  great  deal  of 
company,  that  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
(for  which  I  beg  your  pardon)  of  pinning 
this  paper  to  your  flcevc.  If  I  had  intc- 
refl;  enough  in  you  to  get  you  to  recom- 
mend it  to  all  your  friends,  cuftomers,  and 
fubfcribers,  it  might,  for  ought  I  know, 
reach  almoft  all  cbriftian  peapU  whom  theft 
prefents  marf  concern.  No  one  perhaps  of 
this  age  has  had  fo  great  a  hand  as  your- 
felf  in  furnifliing  out  many  of  the  wares, 
which  perfons  in  the  circumftances  of  thole 
rcprcfented  in  the  following  vifion  are  the 
moft  loth  to  part  with.  It  is  now,  I  think, 
for  fomc  years,  that  you  have  been  chief 
proveditor  of  diverfions  and  amufements 
for  the  fervice  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland,  fome  of  which  you  have  imported 

from 
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from  abroad,  and  others  you.  have  vaned 
and  cmbcUiihed  with  fo  extcnfive  and  fkil^ 
fill  a  genius,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  moft 
who  have  had  a  taftc  of  them  arc  fo  very 
unwilling  to  remove  from  hence,  or  to 
leave  them  behind.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  inferior  to  your  charafter,  if  I 
ihoukl  call  you  a  fort  of  propc|ty-man  to 
the  great  ftage  of  the  world.  Thofc  who 
«rc  acquainted  with  the  infidc  of  the  phy- 
houfe  know,  that  there  is  a  certain  officer 
with  that  title,  who  has  in  his  keeping  a 
whole  warehoufe  of  all  the  toys  and  trin^ 
kets  made  ufe  of  by  the  players  upon  the 
theatre,  and  gives  them  out,  and  takes 
them  back,  as  there  is  occafion.  I  had 
once  therefore  thought  of  afligning  you  a 
ftation,  in  the  foltowing  vifion,  near  Mer- 
cury, where,  as  the  dead  were  dripped, 
you  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
flopping  whatever  belonged  to  your  office, 
and  have  taken  your  own  goods  again: 
but  I  confidered  how  full  your  hands  arc 
of  bufinefs^  and  how  ill  a  pcrfon  of  your 
importance  could  be  fpared* 


Witt 
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With  thcfe  and  the  like  thoughts  in  my 
head,  and  a  proof -Ihcet  of  the  following 
papers  in  my  hand,  which  had  been  juft 
brought  me  from  the  prefs,  I  happened  to 
fall  aQcep,  and  had  a  very  whimfical  dream ; 
which,  becaufe  it  concerns  you,  and  at  the 
fame  time  is  a  fort  of  an  appendix  to  the 
vifion  I  am  prefenting  to  you,  I  beg  leave 
to  relate  here  in  the  dedication. 

Methought  you  were  very  gay  one  night 
over  a  bottle  of  champaign  at  the  blue  pojls 
in  your  neighbourhood ;  and  being  fome- 
what  elevated  by  your  late  fucceflcs,  and 
wifely  thinking  at  the  fame  time  how  to 
provide  for  the  future,  you  tell  into  a  new 
projedt,  to  which  you  were  encouraged  by 
a  certain  poet  of  your  acquaintance,  then 
in  your  company,  who  undertook  to  fell 
you  fome  acres  of  ground  to  build  upon  in 
the  Elyfian-ficlds.  You  had  very  pru- 
dently confidered,  that  vaft  numbers  of 
people  who  are  travelling  towards  the  re- 
gions below,  would  probably  be  at  a  lofs, 
when  they  come  thither,  how  to  fpend  their 
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time.  Your  defign  therefore  was  to  ered  a 
large  fquare  of  buildings  for  fuch  fort  of 
entertainments  and  diverfions,  as  are  ufual 
at  carnivals,  and  to  call  it  by  the  name  of 
Heidegger's  Folly.  You  procured,  in 
the  firil  place,  a  larg^  fubfcription  to  be 
paid  you  down  in  ready  money,  and  then 
with  a  choice  colony  of  fidlers,  dancers, 
tumblers,  carpenters,  fcene-paintcrs,  and 
the  like ;  and  many  waggon-loadsof  painted 
cloth,  machines,  rich  furniture,  variety  of 
the  ncwcft  habits,  and  other  valuable  curi- 
pfities,  you  let  fonvard  on  the  road  towards 
your  intended  new  plantation.  But,  alas, 
the  hard  fate  of  projedors !  Before  you 
came  half  way  to  the  place,  a  fuddcn  ftorm 
of  wind  arofe,  overturned  and  disfumifhcd 
your  wagons  in  a  moment,  and  as  if  they 
had  been  loaded  only  with  chaff  or  fea- 
thers,  whirled  away  their  whole  contents 
over  a  vaft  vacuity,  into  the  Limbo  defcri- 
bed  by  Milton  in  the  third  book  of  bis 
Paradife  Loft.  I  w;Js  fo  ftruck  with  con- 
cern for  you  and  your  good  company,  that 
I  waked  in  a  fright,  and  was  glad  to  find 
by  the  advertifcmcnt  infcrted  in  the  Daily 
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Courant,  of  the  next  ball  to  be  in  the 
Hay-market,  that  you  were  probably  at 
that  time  in  good  health,  and  in  no  fuch 
great  halle  to  be  gone  from  us. 

But  to  draw  to  an  end.  I  have  he:ird  of 
a  pleafant  fellow  who  had  an  affair  depen- 
ding in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  fe- 
cond,  and  humoroudy  made  a  rcqueft  to 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  then 
in  great  favour  and  popularity,  that  his 
gr*:cc  would  only  be  pleafed  to  let  him  (lop 
him  the  next  day,  when  his  bufinefs  was  to 
come  on,  in  fome  very  public  place,  and 
give  the  petitioner  leave  to  hold  him  in  a 
fceming  whifper  for  two  minutes,  amongft 
a  crowd  of  obfervers.  This  artifice  alone 
did  more  than  fcveral  months  folicicing, 
and  his  affair  fuccecded  to  his  wifh.  I  have 
ufcd  the  fame  ftratagem  with  you,  in  hopes 
of  the  like  fuccefs ;  and  therefore  thanking 
you  now  for  your  ear^  and  for  the  honour 
I  have  taken  to  myfclf,  of  an  acquaintance 
I  never  had  with  you  before,  I  releafe  you 
from  any  further  trouble,  and  am  (though 
ftill  unknown) 

Sir,  Your  obliged  humble  fervant- 
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Preamble  to  the  Patent  of  creating  I-.ord 
Chancellor  Cowper  an  Earl. 

"^S^UE  MJD  MODUM  frnfer  erlt  nobis  in  frisas 
gratum^    *viros  'vere  d'tgnos   titulis   omare^   qui   virtwU 
fulgentey  W  darts  animi  dotihtu^    honores  quos  atdfit^ 
decor  ant ;   fiatuimui  perquam  JUeUm  ^  dileSum  n^finm 
GuLiELMUM  Uominum  CowPER,  Baronem  de  Wing- 
ham,  Cancellartum  Magnac  Britannise,  in  omni  tesf^ 
optimc  dc  nobis  ^  de  republicd  nun  turn ,  tul  pro^jtEi^m, 
nohilitafis  gradum  fvocare,     ^em,  maximum  in   eriids 
regni   ccnfAiit  judicium^  •  diu  conjpe&a,  probitas^  /"f 
inconciijfa  fdes,  furnma   Ugutn  peritia^    V  ^qsd  Seniqat 
Jiudium^  fapitntia  nan  par  urn  y    multym  eloquenti^^    nen 
nagij  nobis  quam  pairiar  fua   dile&um  rtddidcre*     Rtg- 
7iante  Anna,  'uir  tantis  virtu/ibtu  pr^cellens,  ad  naaas 
Cancellarii   Magnae    Britannix   nuUure    accerfitns   ef* 
Fhrcnte   republicdy    omnia    impJe^t    conJtUarii  fiUrtis^ 
fubditi  fidclisy    bonique  civis  officia  ;    pericUtante   p^fitA 
libirtatiy  otium   henrftum  fummis  dignitatibus  frapofvt. 
Nee  tamen  dejhtit  in  fenatu   iniquitati  tcmponan  qnantam 
poiidt  oh^iam   ire^  boflefque  patriay  ^  perdita  ccnj^e^ 
fort  it  er^   fa^aci-eTf    diligenter  oppugnare,      ^num  ^«f» 
rss    nojlr/ty    pene  labefaSatay     in  foUdo  rurfus  lunt^ 
futity  lit   primum^  procidentia  di^uindy    ad    regnam  m^- 
trum  pervcnhius,  merito  revocandus  crat  ad  priora  mm." 
nera  fujTuicuda,     Ex  eo   tempore  fat  is  fuperque  eft  wolds 
cortfpcctumy  quantum  meruit   tsf  mtretwry  l^   qeuun  Sate 
boKorcs    magis  ajnpliy  non  tarn   quajiti-^  quam  fasrti^  Jsah- 
mis  virtutibus  largtundi/uttt.     ^afropter^  Wr. 

•  MORAL 
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•MORAL    REFLECTIONS. 

i.Xl/VERY  one  complains  of  his  me- 
mory, but  no  one  of  his  judgment. 

2.  In  the  commerce  of  life  we  oftcnci^ 
pleafe  by  our  faults  than  by  our  good 
qualities. 

3^  Gallantry  of  wit  confifts  in  faying  a 
flattering  thing  with  an  agreeable  air. 

4.  The  wit  is  always  the  cully  of  tl^e 
heart. 

5.  Nothing  is  Icfs  fmcere  than  the  man- 
ner of  aflcing  and  giving  counfcl.  He  that 
alks,  appears  to  have  a  deference  for  the 
fcntiments  of  his  friend,  though  he  thinks 
of  nothing  but  having  his  own  fentimcnts 
approved  by  him.  And  he  that  gives 
counfel,  repays  the  confidence  expreflTed  in 

him 
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him  With  the  appearance  of  an  ardent  and 
difinterefted  zeal,  though  he  often  fecks 
only  his  own  intereft  or  repuation. 

6.  If  we  did  not  flatter  ourfclvcs^  wc 
Ihould  enjoy  very  little  pleafurc, 

y.  It  is  cafier  to  be  wife  for  others,  than 

for  ourfelves. 

• 

8.  Perfons  never  appear  fo  ridiculous  by 
the  qualities  they  have,  as  by  thofe  tliey 
afFeft. 

9.  A  man  fometimes  differs  as  much 
from  himfclf  as  from  other  people, 

10.  As  it  is  the  charafter  of  great  wits 
to  exprefs  a  great .  deal  in  a  few  words,  fo 
fittle  wits,  on  the  contrary,  talk  a  great 
deal,  and  yet  fay  nothing* 

11.  Nature  makes  merit,  and  fortune 
employs  it. 


12.  There 
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12.  There  are  two  forts  of  conftancy  in 
love :  One  proceeds  from  our  continuallf 
finding  new  charms  in  the  perfon  we  love ; 
the  other  from  the  honour  we  afiume  to 
ourfclvcs  in  being  conllant. 

ij.  He  that  lives  without  folly  is  not  fo 
wife  as  he  thii^ks  himfelf. 

14.  Hypocrify  is  a  homage  which  vice 
pays  to  virtue. 

15.  Too  great  a  concern  to  acquit  one's 
fclf  of  an  obligation  is  one  kind  of  ingra- 
titude. . 

i  6.  It  is  great  folly  to  think  of  being 
wife  alone« 

17.  Coquetry  is  at  the  root  of  all  wo- 
men's humour :  but  all  do  not  put  it  in 
praftice  *,  for  fear  in  fome,  and  reafon  in 
others,  hold  it  in  rcftraint. 


1 8-  There 
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1 8.  There  is  as  much  eloquence  to  be 
obfcrved  in  a  pcrfon's  tone  of  voice,  in  his 
eyes  and  gefture,  as  in  his  choice  of  cx- 
prcflions. 

19.  The  pleafure  of  an  amour  is  lo- 
ving>  .and  we  are  happier  by  the  paflion 
we  have,  than  by  that  we  infpirc, 

20.  The  wifeft  part  of  thofe  who  have 
not  much  wifdom  is  to  know  how  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  conduft  of  another. 

21.  Pride,  which  often  infpires  us  with 
envy,  fomctimes  helps  us  to  moderate  it, 

22.  Virtue  would  not  go  far,  if  vanity 
did  not  keep  her  company. 

23.  Magnanimity  is  fafficicntly  defined 
by  its  name :  however,  one  may  fay,  it  is 
the  good  fenfc  of  pride,  and  the  noblcft 
way  to  receive  praife. 

24,  There 


..  24*  'Flier^ate  diiguiftd  fsdAft)o3s  which 
rcprefcnt  truth  fa  jniioh  tdihi  fifcy  that  it 
^auld  be  ill  judgment  not  to  fuffer  our* 
&Wp ;tb[ be  deofifrcd  by  thid&i;  v. a. 

25.  It  fometimes  fliev^s'  M  much  ingi?- 
nuity  to  know  how  to  profit  by  good  coun« 
^1,  te  ta.bB'dUie  to  give  it  toooriSvef. 

26.  Wc  have  always  a  kindncfs  for  thofc 
pho  admure-as,  but  Hot  always  fbr  thofe 
whom  W9^nf)ift. 

27.  Such  odd  accidents  fometimes  hap-i 
pen  in  life^  that  a  man  muft  be  in  fome 
degree  a  fool  to  be  able  to  extricate  himfdf 
4>ut  of  them. 

28.  The  reafon  why  Ipvcrs  and'.ljieil 
hiiftretes'al'e  never  tirey'of  one^ahothcr'A 
ct^rfipitty,  isi'  bedkufe  they'  are  always  "tal* 
k!lhg"of '  th^mfelves/ 

«9.  Our  wifdom  is  not  lefs  £t  the  mercy 
mf  fortune,  than  our  goods  and  poflcflions. 
VoL.IIL  f  30.  For- 


^a  Fortune  difcovers  our  virtues  and 
viceS)  as  light .  docs  objedb. 

31.  Our  aftidns  are  like  the  laft  fylla- 
bles  of  verfes^  every  one  makes  them 
rhyme  to  what  he  pldafes. 

3^.  The  air  of  a  citizen  is  loft  ibmetimes 
in  the  army,  but  never  in  the  court. 

33.  There,  is  a  fort  of  elevdtion  which 
does  not  all  depend  upon  fortune/ 


•MISCELLANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS, 

i 

J.  JxEPUTATION  can  never  be  too 
carefully  prcfcrvcd,  becaufe  it  is  the  bed 
inftrument  in  bufinefs,  and  of  more  ufe 
upon  occafibn,  than  any  man  forefees. 


II.  Some 


2.  Some  men  have  owed  their  fortunes 
tb  their  vices,  but  this  is  like  raifing  an 
eftate  by  gaming,  fo  hazardous  and  uncer- 
tain, that  no  man  of  difcretion  would  ven- 
ture upon  it. 

3.  Our  own  opinion  that  we  (hall  fuc- 
ceed,  is  that  which  often  gives  us  fuccefs 
m  the  moft  difficult  undertakings. 

4.  Coquetry  is  faulty  only  in  the  man- 
ner and  degree  of  it,  for  fomething  of 
coquetry  is  as  neceflary  as  drefs,  to  make 
a  woman  agreeable. 

5.  Coquetry  is  the  defire  of  plealing 
the  men,  and  infpiring  love;  the  variety 
of  it  arifes  from  the  different  humour  and 
wit  of  thofe  it  poflcflcs. 

6.  A  man  may  be  very  unconcerned  in  a 
duel,  and  yet  the  worft  of  cowards  in  the 
field  i  bccaufe  the  confidence  of  his  own 
flcill  is  a  fccurity  to  hmi  in  the  firft  cafe, 
but  not  in  the  fecond.' 

i  2  7.  There 


7.  There  is  an  ag^eal^e  yani^jr  in  jno* 
ying  others^  which  avails  it&lf  of  all  \f^ 
ftrumems  pfoper  to  ^his  purpple  >  and  thiy 
conftitutes  the  pleafure  we  take  in  telling 
furprifing  news  and  dories  which  caule 
admirati(0n. 

8.  There  is  a  counterfeit  mgdc^  which 
is  only  the  effeft  of  pride. 

9.  Prids  h^s  the  mofi:  contrary  effefts  ii^ 
(he  world ;  it  makes  fome  men  extremely 
rude  andl  unmannerly,  and  other3»  perfedly 
well  bred  and  complaifant. 

10.  Aflurance,  if  it  fignifies  no  more^ 
than  a  man's  being  able  on  all  occafions  to 
poffcfs  himfclf,  and  to  be  mafter  at  any 
time  of  what  he  has  attained,  or  can  do, 
is  a  noble  and  neceflary  virtue. 

11.  There  is  a  difference  between  vani^ 
and  what  the  French  call  JUrlc.  The  firfk 
is  often  worn  like  an  under-garment,  and 
not  offenfivc  to  others.    The  latter  is  z 

manner 


manner  in  the  countenance,  ancl  gefturc, 
and'  bchavtour^  which  always  difjrtcales: 

12.  No  man  knows  the  force  of  Ms  own 
paflions,  or  what  he  is  capable  of  perfor- 
ming, if  they  arc  very  powerfully  touched. 

,13.  In  the  ftvjdying  and  p^^lft^iqg  qf 
men,  the  greateft  art  is  fq  fiijd  oytcyeiy 
pne's  principal  fpring,  an4  ^  bpable  bj 
that,  to  move  him  to  wh^t  we  wifb  \  4^ 
art  that  an  honeft  man  may  innocently  ufe^ 
but  in  which  few  excel,  but  knaves. 

14.  It  b  hard  to. fay  whether  a  man's 
virtue  is.  moft  expofed  in  a  iifi;  of  idlenefii 
and  pleafiuft,  or  a  life  c£  bufineft  and 
gain. 

15.  Some  ladies  have  a  o<iqfoeft&  mo. 
defty,  as  others  have  an  afib&cd  unaffec- 
ttdnefs.  •    • 

16.  There  is  no  being  long  andfihcerell/ 
happy,  without  being  wife,  which  as  pom- 

.   mon 


mofi  an  ^bfcrvatioa  as  it  has  been,  yet 
waats  to  be  made  anew,  by  mod,  even  of 
thofe,  whom  the  world  thinks  both  wife 
and  happy. . 

.  17.  Of  all  charities,  that  of  employing 
the  poor  is  the  mo!};  charitable*  It  is  in  a 
manner  to  doyble  the  obligation  by  leflen- 
ing  it,  it  being  more  grateful  to  any  man 
to  put  him  in  a  capacity  of  relieving  him- 
felf,  than  to  make  him  a  penfioner  to 
Others.  It  is  turning  a  bounty  into  a  re. 
ward.  ^ 

1 8.  In  repenting  or  acknowledging  a 
fault,  we  look  Ids  in  our  own  imagba- 
tion,  but  greater  in  the  eyes  of  others. 
A  general  having  beaten  an  officer,  on  a 
mifinformation,  begged  his  pardon  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  The  officer  replied, 
"  Sir,  you  have  reftored  me  my  honour, 
♦*  bot  taken  away  my  life,  for  after  this,  I 
*'  can  do  no  lefs  than  facrlHce  it  in  this 
"  day's  fervice" — it  being  juft  before  an 
tagagement. 

19.  There 


[    xlvi    ] 

19.  There  is  a  barbarous  curiofity  in 
behglding  madiftfs,  aad  a  pity,  a  rtproach 
thcrcfbrie.  it  is^  that  ^cdfatn  •  ifho^^^  .  be 
cpnlidcrcd  .as  a  hoiid^y-lhew^  like  the 
Abbey  and  the  Tower.  The  'unhappy  ob- 
jedbs  themfelves  are 'by  this  means  often 
dtfcompofed  ahd  fometirhes  irritated,  and 
the  fight  may  be,  and  has  frequently  been 
attended  by  fatal  confequehices^  to  thofe 
who  have  hearts  aniong  the  gazers. 

20.  Falfe  importance  in  behaviour.  Is 
like  the  falfe  fublijpe  in  oratory.  Where 
merit  is  wanting,  wh^t  little  arts  are  ufi^d 
to  captivate  elleem)  Thus,  one  who  isras 
a  great  dealer  in  fecrets,  ufed  to  whifper 
the  time  of  the  day. 

21.  Genesal  (afterwards  earl)  Stanhope 
Ihewed  a  fong  to  WatMoyle,  as  written  by 
a  .ftran^er.  Moyle  damned  it,  but  after- 
wards perceiving  it  was  Stanhope's,  would 
have  foftened  it;  Stanhope  told  him  he 
ihould  not  retrad  his  words,  and  thanked 
kim  for  having  cured  him  of  poetry. 

*  Thiahai  lately  been  prevented. 

22.  What 


(    idvQn    3 


.f 


t)fmpiA^i}ud^tiiih}:i  if  is  a  fxktfid  Kabit  of 
(dfiftingalflilng,  w^1ibut**ftaying  to"  attend  to 
rbles^,  6r  ratiocination,  an1f  arifesYiom'Ioxig 
life'and  experience.' 


23.  Mii^pplied,  &9<ne:is  only  pride  ^  as 
a  man's  being  aihamed  pf  bis  poor,  ida- 
tions,  or  of  his  frugality. 

;  2^4.  McXtfrhen  ^coiirt*  aamlfatTon*  ratKcf 
tlfali  effeem  ;  as  many  would  rather  be 
thb'uglit'knavei  than  fbplsJ 

25.  Falfe  breeding  is  as  great  an  abufe 
oBjtvsmt^  as:&lft>irit-isiof  tfoih?^' 

■•*♦■'•,        '  <    "*     ' 

2^;  Seit-oj^inteft^is  nature^' ftrtfage^^^^ 
krtp  all*^tft*^  world  quiet. 

27.  A  virtuous  reycrencc  of  ourfclres  it 
the  foundation  of  refpeft  from  others. 

28.  Modefty 


[     xlix    ] 

28.  Modcfty  foftens  the  eyes,  and  im- 
proves the  beauty  of  the  face,  while  it  dif- 
covcrs  that  of  the  mind. 

29.  The  clown,  in  Shakefpear's  Twelfth- 
night,  fays,  "  he  is  the  worfe  for  his 
*'  friends,  be'caufe  they  praife  him,  and 
**  make  an  afs  of  him ;  but  his  foes  tell 
"  him  plainly  he  is  an  afs :  "  fo  that  by 
*'  his  foes  he  profits  in  the  knowledge  of 
**  himfclf,  and  by  his  friends  he  is  abufcd." 

30.  The  Gowers,  or  remains  of  the  an- 
cient Pagan  Pcrfians  (Origines  of  the  coun- 
try) never  built  a  temple  to  the  fun,  thole 
'*  idolaters  afferting,  that  no  place  on  earth 
"  would  be  capacious  enough,  becaufe  the 
**  whole  world  is  (they  fay)  the  fun's  tcm- 
"  pic." 


Vol.  Ill  g  Written 


[  1  ] 

Written  in  a  window  at  G&eekhitbe  *. 

'  R  E  AT  prcfidcnt  of  light  and  eye  of  day. 
As  through  this  glafs  you  caft  yoar  vifaal  ray. 
And  view  with  nuptial  joys  two  brothers  bleft. 
And  fee  us  celebrate  the  genial  feaft^ 
Confefs,  that,  in  your  progrefs  roand  the  fphere, 
Yoa've  found  the    happieft    youths    and    brightei 
beauties  here* 
1708. 


The    TOASTERS. 


w. 


HILE  circling  healths  inlpire  your  fprightlywit. 
And  on  each  glafs  fome  beauty's  prai/e  is  writ, 

*  Ince  Grice  (now  called  Ingrefs)  a  place  Oftce 
belonging  to  the  priory  of  Dartford,  very  agitcahly 
fituated  near  the  Thames*  It  then  belonged  to  Jo- 
nathan Smith,  efq;  who,  with  his  brother  capuia 
Nathaniel  Smith,  redded  there,  and  made  confide- 
rabie  improvements  in  the  houfe  and  gardens. 

See  "Harris's  hiftory  of  Kent,**  p.  309.   See 
alfo  letter  vi  of  this  colledion,  vol.  L 

It  was  lately  the  feat  of  John  Calcraft»  e(q;  (de- 
ceafed)  member  of  pariiament  for  Rochcfter. 

You 


I    H    ] 

Yon  afky  my  friends,  how  can  my  iilent  Mnfc 
To  Montaga's  •  foft  name  a  vcric  rcfofc  ? 
Bright  though  (he  be,  of  race  vidorious  fpro/ig. 
By  wits  ador'dy  and  by  court-poets  fung, 
UnmovM  I  hear  her  pcrfon  caH'd  divine, 
I  fee  her  futures  omnfpiring  fhine ; 
A  ibfter  fair  my  (bnl  to  franfport  inarms, 
And,  (he  once  nam'd,  no  other  nymph  has  charms  f. 
1709. 


TOFTSt   AND  MARGARITTA§. 


MUJ 


r  S I C  has  learn'd  the  difcords  of  the  flate. 
And  concerts  jar  with  ^hig  and  tory  hate. 

*  Maty  dutchefs  of  Montago,  (born  in  1689,) 
yoangeft  daughter  of  John  duke  of  Marlborough^ 
and  mother  to  the  prefent  dutchefs  of  Montagu, 

t  See  vol.  ii,  p.  70, 

X  Mrs.  Tofts  took  her  firft  grounds  of  mufic  here 
in  her  own  country,  before  the  Julian  tafle  had  fo 
highly  prevailed.— Whatever  dcfcft  the  fafhionably 
fkilful  might  find  in  her  manner,  ihe  had,  in  the 
general  fenfe  of  her  fpeflators,  charms  that  few  of 
the  moft  learned  fingers  ever  arrive  at.  The  beauty 
of  her  fine-proportioned  figure,  and  exquifitely  fwect 
g  2  filver 


[    In    ] 

Here  Somerfet  and  Devonfliire  attend 
The  Bridfli  Tofts,  and  every  note  commend. 
To  native  merit  juft,  and  pleas'd  to  fee 
We've  Roman  arts,  from  Roman  bondage  free. 
There  fam'd  L'Epine  does  equal  ikill  employ. 
While  liil'ning  peers  crowd  to  th'  eclUtic  joy: 
Bedford »  to  hear  her  fong,  his  dice  forfakes. 
And  Nottingham  is  raptur'd  when  ihe  fhakes : 
Luird  flatefmen  melt  away  their  drowfy  cares 
Of  England's  fafety  in  Italian  airs. 
Who  would  not  fend  each  year  blank  pafles  o'er. 
Rather  than  keep  fuch  iirangers  from  our  fhore? 

filver  tone  of  her  voice,  with  the  peculiar  rapid  finft- 
nefs  of  her  throat,  were  perfedions  not  to  be  imitated 
by  art  or  labour. 

**  Gibber's  apology,  &c.  p.  319." 

§  Signora  Margarita  de  L'Epine,  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Dr.  Pepufch.  She  performed  the  part  of  Ca- 
lypfo  in  Mr.  Hughes's  "  opera,"  and  in  his  **  ode  ta 
«*  the  memory  of  the  duke  of  Devonlhire,'*  Signora 
Margarita  performed  Britannia,  and  Mrs.  Tofb  Ao- 
gnfta.  She  alfo  fung  in  fevcral  of  his  **  cantatas'* 
fct  by  Dr.  Pepufch. 


THE 
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THE    WANDERING    BEAUTY. 


JL  H  E  graces  and  the  wandering  lores 

Are  fied  to  diftant  plains. 
To  chafe  the  fawns,  or  deep  in  groves 

To  wonnd  admiring  fwains. 
With  their  bright  miilrefs  there  they  ftray. 

Who  turns  her  carelefs  eyes 
From  daily  triomphs;  yet>  each  day. 
Beholds  new  triumphs  in  her  way. 

And  conquers  while  (he  flies* 


But  fee !  implor'd,  by  moving  praters* 

To  change  the  lover's  pain, 
Venus  her  hamefs'd  doves  prepares. 

And  brings  the  fair  again. 
Proud  mortals,  who  this  maid  purfue. 

Think  you,  flie'll  e'er  refign  ? 
Ceafe,  fools,  your  wifhes  to  renew, 
1111  ihe  grows  flefh  and  blood  like  you. 

Or  you,  like  her,  divine ! 


SONGS. 
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SON    G    S 


JL  HY  origin^s  dime,  I  fee. 
Of  mortal  race  thou  caa'ft  not  be; 
Thy  lip  «  Toby  Inftre  fhows  ; 
Thy  parple  cheek  outfttBes  the  rofe| 
And  ihy  bright  eye  is   brighter  far 
Than   any  planet,   imy  ftar. 
Thy  fordid  wey  of  life  dcfpife. 
Above  thy  ilaveiy;  Sylvia,  rife ; 
Pifplay  thy  beauteous  fotm  and  nnen. 
And  grow  a  goddefs,  or  a  queen. 

•  In  the  year  1709,  Mr.  Hughes  was  concerned 
in  a  periodical  work,  entitled  **  The  monthly 
*<  amufement,"  printed  for  Midwinter  and  Lintot, 
His  tranilationof  Moliere's  *•  Mifantrope"  [ice  vol. 
i,  p.  59]  was  the  fecond  number.  May  1709.  "  The 
♦*  fair  maid  of  the  irni"  was  tranflatcd  by  him,  from 
Cervantes,  for  the  fame  porpofe,  bot  not  printed. 
Thefe  fongs  were  inferted  in  it.  They  arc  **  origi- 
*f  nal,  but  fo  artfully  drawn  up,  as  to  give  occafion 
for  the  fame '  critical  remarks  that  Cervantes  makes 
on  his  **  own"  fongs.  Many  years  after,  Mr.  Ja- 
^ez  Hughes  tranilated  the  fame  **  novel,"  probably 

without 


[   \^   3 


11. 


doNSTANTIA,  fee,  thy  faithful  Hvrt 
Dies  of  the  wound  thy  beaoty  gave ! 
Ah !  gcntte  nymph*  no  longer  try 
From  fond  purfning  love  to  fly. 


ITiy  pity  to  my  love  impart. 
Pity  my  bleeding  aching  hearty 
Regard  my  iighs  and  flowing  tears^ 
And  with  a  fmile  remove  my  fears. 

3- 

A  wedded  wife  if  thou  would'ft  be^ 
By  facred  Hymen  joined  to  me, 
Ere  yet  the  weftem  fun  decline. 
My  hand  and  heart  ihall  both  be  thine. 

without  having  feen  or  heard  of  his  brother's  traof' 
lation.  The  fongs  are  there  clofely  traced  from  Cgt'^ 
vaatesy  which  was  a  work  of  fome  difficulty.  It  is 
inierted  among  **  The  (eledt  colledion  of  nov^ 
«*  and  biftories,"  printed  for  Watts,  1729,  vol.  ii# 
p.  173. 


iir. 


[    Ivi    ] 


in. 

HRICE  lov'd  Conftanda,  heavenly  fair. 
For  thee  a  iervant's  form  I  wear  $ 
Though  bleft  with  wealth,  and  nobly  born» 
For  thee,  both  wealth  and  birth  I  fcorn  r 
Truft  me,  ^r  maid,  my  conflant  flame 
For  ever  will  remain  the  fame ; 
My  love,  that  ne'er  will  ceafe,  my  love 
$hall  equal  to  thy  beauty  prove. 


Translated  from  PERSIAN   VERSES, 

Alluding  to  the  cuflom  of  women  being  buried  with, 
their  hufbands,  and  men  with  their  wives. 


E- 


rTERNAL  are  the  chains,  which  here 

The  generous  fouls  of  lovers  bind. 
When  Hymen  joins  our  hands,  we  fwear 

To  be  for  ever  true  and  kind : 
And  when,  by  death,  the  fair  are  fnatch'd  away. 

Left  we  our  folemn  vows  fhould  break. 
In  the  fame  grave  our  living  corps  we  lay. 

And  willing  the  fame  fate  partake. 

ANOTHER. 
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ANOTHER. 


M. 


.  Y  deareil  fpoufe,  that  thou  and  I 
Klay  ihun  the  fear  which  firft  (hould  die» 
Clafp'd  in  each  other's  arms  we'll  live. 

Alike  confum'd  iti  love's  foft  fire, 
That  neither  may  at  laft  furvive, 

But  geady  both  at  oace  expire* 


t)n  ARQJJEANASSA  of  COLOPHOS- 

/iRC^EAsrASSA's  charifts  infpirc 
Within  my  breaft  a  lover's  fire; 
Age,  its  feeble  fpitc  difplaying. 

Vainly  wrinkles  all  her  face, 
Copids,  in  each  wrinkle  playing. 

Charm  my  eyes  with  lafting  grace  : 
Bat  before  old  Time  purfued  her,    • 
•     Ere  he  funk  thefe  little  caves. 
How  I  pity  thofe  who  view'd  her. 

And  in  youth  were  made  her  flares  I 


Vdwfil  6  On 
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On  FULVIA,   the  wife  of  ANTHONY. 
From  thelatia  of  Aaguftos  Qx&r. 

W  HILE  from  his  confort  falfe  Antomos  fljcs. 
And  doats  on  GUphyra^s  *  far  brighter  eyes, 
Fttlvia,  provokMy  her  female  arts  prepares, 
Reprifals  feeks,  and  fpreads  for  me  her  fnares. 
'<  The  hafband's  faUe" — But  why  mnft  I  endare 
This  naoleoas  plagoe,  and  her  revenge  procure  ? 
What  though  (he  alk ! — ^How  happy  were  my  doom^ 
Shoold  all  the  difcontented  wives  of  Rome 
Repair  in  crowds  to  me,  when  fcom'd  at  home 
"  'Tis  war,"  ihe  fays,  "  if  I  refofe  her  channs :" 
Let's  think— She's  ugly— ^Trumpets  foand  to  anas! 


am, -J 


*  The  poetical  name  for  Citheris,  an  adrefs,  of 
whom  Anthony  was  enamoured.  Virgil  conioles 
Callus  for  her  infidelity  (in  the  xth  eclogue)  under 
the  name  of  "  Lycoris."  This  epigram  is  prefervcd 
by  Martial: 
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H  U  D I  B  R  A  S      IMITATED. 

Written  in  the  year  1710. 

KJ  BLESSED   time  of  refbfmaUoo, 

That's  now  beginning  through  the  nation  1 . 

The  Jacks  ba^l  loud  for  chuich  triumphant. 

And  fwear  all  whiga  fliail  kifs  th^  riimp  oii*t.  - 

See  how  they  dxawthe  beaftly  rabble 

With  zeal  and  noiietfbrmidablei 

And  make  all  cries  about  the  towA 

Join  notes  to  roar  fanatics  down  I 

As  bigots  gix«. the  figo  about. 

They  ftretch  their  diroats  with  hideous  (hoat. 

Black  tinkers  bawl  aloud  **  to  fettle 

»*  Church-privilege^'— for  •*  mending  kettlcV 

Each  fow-gelder,  that  blows  his  horn. 

Cries  out  *<  to  have  difienters  fwotti.'^ 

The  oyfler.wen9hes  lock  their  ftlh  up. 

And  cry,,  "No  preibyterian  bifhop!" 

The  moufe-trap  men  lay  fave-alls  by. 

And  'gainft  **  low  church  men"  loudly  cry» 

A  creature  of  amphibious  nature. 

That  trims  betwixt  the  land  and  water. 

And  leaves  his  mother  in  the  lurch. 

To  fide  with  rebels  'gain ft  the  church  I 

h  2  Some 


Some  cry  for  *'  penal  laws,*'  inStezd 

Of  "  pudding-piesy  and  ginger-Wread  ;** 

And  (bme,  Ibr^*  brooms,  old  boots,  and  fhoeSf^ 

Roar  but,  *'  God  blefs  oar  commons  ivoufel 

Some  bawl  *•  the  votes"  about  the  town. 

And  wifli  they'd  "  vote  diflenters  down«" 

Inftcad  of  "  kitdiett-ftntf;"  fomt  cry, 

**  Confonnd  the  late  whig-minidry !" 

And  fbme,  for  ^  akiy  chairs  to  mend,** 

The  commons  late  addiefs  coaunend. 

Some  for  "  old  gowns  for  cidna  iMne," 

Exclaim  againft  *' extempore  prayer:" 

And  fome  for  **  old  foits,  cloaks,  or  coats/' 

Cry,  **  D — n  your  preachers  withoot  notes  P* 

He  that  cries  *'  coney-fltins,  <pr  onionsy** 

Blames  **  toleration  of  opinions;-^ 

Blucapron  whores,  that  fit  with  furmety. 

Rail  at  ^*  occafional  conformity.*' 

Inftead  of  "  cticumbers  to  pickle," 

Some  cry  aloud,  **  No  convctxticle  !^ 

Mafons,  inftead  of  **  building  hotxfes," 

To  **  build  the  church,"  would  flarve  their  fpoufes, 

And  gladly  leave  their  trades,  for  ftorming 

The  meeting'-houfes,  or  informing. 

Bawds,  ftrumpets^  and  religion-haters. 

Pimps,  pandars,  atheifts,  fornicators. 

Rogues,  that,  like  Falftaff,  fcarce  know  whether 

A  churah's  infide's  ftone  or  leather. 


Vet 


Yet  join  tbe  parfons  a^  th^  peppk 

To  cry  ••  th^ckuich,"— -btttsiiMOL'^^  jdie^epla^j 

Ify  holy  .iiiotIicr».  fock  yoaUl  own 
For  yoor  true  Tons,  and  fiidi  alone. 
Then  heaven  have  mercy  upon  yoo« 
Bat  the  de'il  take  your  fae^fUy:qrew  I 


The    hue    and    CRY* 

.  .  •    * 

v^  YES  ! — Hear,  all  yc  beaux  and  wits, ' 
Muficiansy  poets.  'fqaires^»  and  cits, '        ' 
Ally  who  in  town  or  country  dwell ! 
Say,  can  you  talc  or  tidings' tell 
Of  Tortorella*s  •  hifty  flight  ? 
Why  in  new  groves  ihe  takes  delight^ 

*  Mrs.  Barbler,  a  celebrated  adrefs  and  finger, 
who  had  then  eloped  from  her  father's  houfe  wkh  a 
gallant.  Mr^  Hughes  firft  recommended  her  to  thfe 
notice  of  Che  public  in  the  "  Spe^btor/'  vol.  lii, 
numb*  231,  for  **  her  more  than  ordinary  concent 
<«  dn  her  fytit  appearance,  in  the  opera  of  Alma- 
**  hide,  no  kfs  than  her  agreeable  voice  and  jnfb 
«*  performance."  She  performed  the  part  ofTcle-^ 
inachus  in  Mr.  Hughes's  opera  of  Calypfo,  and 
Paphne  in|  his  mafque  of  Apollo  and  Daphnc« 
'  The 
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And  if  in  in  conceit;  dr  al6iie» 

The  cmng  mxitmuur mikes  her  moaii  f 

Now  leam  the  marks,  by  which  joa  msf 
Trace  oat  and  ftop  the  iavely  ftrajc  1 

Some  wity  more  folly^  snd  no  care, 
Thoughtlefs  her  conduft^  free  her  air  ; 
Ga)y  fcornfa],  fober,  indifcreet. 
In  whom  all  contradifHons  meet; 
CiviU  affronting,  peevifh,  eafy, 
FormM  both  to  charm  you  and  di/pleafe  yon  ; 
Much  want  of  jad^gmentp  none  of  pride, 
Modifh  her  dref^,  her  hocp  full  .wide  ; 
Brown  (kin,  her  eyes  of  fable  hue» 
Angel,  when  pleas'd,  when  vex'di  t  ihrew., 

Genteel  her  motion »  when  (he  walks» 
Sweetly  ihe  fmgs^  and  loudly  talks  ; 

The  late  John  earl  of  Corke,  wlio  knew  her  wd]> 
expreiTed  his  opinion  of  her  as  follows  i  **  She 
**  never  could  reft  long  in  a  place;  her  aifedations 
**  increafed  with  her  years.  1  r<emember  her  in  the 
*'  parts  of  Tumus.  and  Orontes,  when  the  opera» 
**  of  Camilla  and  Thomyris  were  reprefented  at 
^  L]nco]n'f-inn-fields«  She  loved  change  fo  weU» 
*'  that  ihe  liked  to  change  her  fcx." 

Knowa 
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Knows  all  the  world,  and  its  afairs. 
Who  goes  to  court,  to  plays,  to  pniyer$» 
Who  keeps,  who  marries,  fails,  or  thrives. 
Leads  honeft,  or  difhoneil,  lives  ^ 
What  money  match'd  each  youth  or  maid. 
And  who  was  at  each  mafquerade ; 
Of  all  fine  things  in  this  fine  town. 
She's  only  to  iierielf  unknown. 

By  this  defeription,  if  yo«  mest  ]ier« 
With  lowly  bows,  and  homage  greet  her; 
And  if  you  bring  the  vagrant  beauty 
Back  to  her  mother  and  her  doty, 
Afic  for  reward  a  kHfcr^s  i>lifs. 
And  (if  (he'll  Jet  you)  take  a  ktfs; 
Or  more,  if  more  you  wifli  and  may. 
Try  if  at  church  the  words  ihe'U  fay. 
Then  make  her,  if  you  can— **•  obey." 

1717. 
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TH£    MORNING    APPARITION. 

Written  at  Wallingtoa-houfe  *  ia  Sttfry, 


A. 


LLL  things  were  hufli'd,  as  nolfe  itfelfwere  dead; 
No  midnight  mice  flirr'd  round  my  filent  bed ; 

•  The  feat  of  Mr,  Bridges, 

ICot 


[    Mr    ] 

Not  ev'n  a  gnlit  diftdrb'd  the  peace  profoaod  t 
Domb  o'er  my  piUoW  hung  my  ^atch  unwound  ; 
No  ticking  dtfith-worm  told  a  fancy'd  doom, 
Norliidden  cricket  cMitnpM  in  the  robm; 
No  breeze  the  cafement  ihook,  or  fann'd  the  leaves. 
Nor  drops  of  rain  fifll  foft  from  off  the  eaves  ; 
Nor  noify  fplinter  m^de  the  candle  weep. 
But  the  dim  watch-light  feem'd  itfelf  afleep» 
When  tir'd  I  dos'd  my  eyes — How  long  I  lay 
In  dumber  wnpp'd,  I  lift  not  now  to  fay  : 
When  hark!  a  fadden  noife — See !  open  (lies 
The  yielding  door— 1»  ftarting«  rubbM  niyeye% 
Fad  dos'd  awhile ;  and  as  their  lids  I  rear'd. 
Full  at  my  feet  a  tall  thin  form  appear^d^ 
While  through  my  parced  curtains  rolhing  bi^e 
A  light  like  day*  ere  yet  the  figure  fpoke« 
Cold  fweat  bedewM  my  limbs — nor  did  I  dream ; 
Hear,  mortah,  hear !  for  real  truth's  my  theme. 
And  now,  more  bold,  I  rais'd  my  trembling  bones 
To  look — ^when  lol  'twas  honeft  mader  Jones  ^; 
Who  wav'd  his  hand,  to  b'anifh  fear  and  forrow. 
Well  charg'd  with  toaft  and  fack,  and  cry'd  **  Good 
"  morrow !" 

•  The  butler. 


EXTRACT 
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feXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE 
To  Mr.  HUGHES'!  POEMS,  p.xxv. 

*^  X  T  is  generally  allowed  that  the  cha- 
**  rafters  in  this  tragedy  [the  *  Siege  of 
••  Damafcus']  are  finely  varied  and  diftin- 
**  guilhed  \  that  the  fcntiments  arc  juft, 
•*  and  well  adapted  to  the  charaftcrs ;  that 
^*  it  abounds  with  beautiful  defcripcions, 
^^  apt  sUufions  to  the  manners  and  opini- 
**  ons  of  the  times  where  the  fcene  is  laid, 
^*  and  with  noble  morals ;  that  the  diftion 
**  is  pure,  unafFe£ted,  and  fublime,  without 
*•  any  meteors  of  ftyle  or  ambitious  orna-r 
•*  meiit ;  and  that  the  plot  is  condufted  ih 
^'  i  fimple  and  clear  manner. 

"  The  only  objcdlion  I  have  ever  heard, 
f*  relates  to  the  plan  of  it, 

"  There  does  not  appear  (fay  fome^  who 
•'  are  cfteemed  perfons  of  very  good  tafte 
**  and  judgment^  a  fufficient  ground  and 

Vol.  III.  i  "  foun- 
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"  foundation  for  the  diftrcfs  in  the  ivth  and 
"  vth  afts.     For,  what  is  Phocyas*s  crime? 
**  The  city  of  Damafcus  is  belieged^  and 
"  fiercely  attacked  by  the  Saracens.     Thcie 
"  is  little  or  no  profpeft  of  relief.     It  muft 
"  therefore  probably  fall  into  their  hands  in 
"  a  ihort  time,  be  facked  and  plundered, 
"  and  the  garrifon  and  citizens  enflaved. 
**  At  this  dangerous  junfture,  Phocyas  aflifb 
*'  the  enemy  to  take  it  a  few  days  fooner. 
^  But  upon  what  terms  ?  That  all,  ^ho 
**  lay  down  their  arms,  fhall  be  fpared,  and 
**  liberty  granted  to  every  citizen,  that  fliall 
''  chufe  it,  to  leave  the  city,  and  carry  off 
^*  with  him  a  mule's  burden  of  his  goods  ; 
<*  the  chiefs  to  have  fix  mules,  and  the  go- 
**  vernor  ten  5  with  arms  for  their  defence 
*•  againft  the  mountain  robbers,   (aft  iv, 
•*  fcenei.)    Infqmuch  that  Daran  fays,  (ad 
**  V,  fcenc  i,) 


<  The  hnd  wears  not  the  face 


*  Of  war,  but  trade;  and  looks  as  if  its  merchants 

*  Were  f<mdiDg  forth  their  loaded  caravans 

*  To  all  the  neighbouring  countries*' 


« 


What 


^  What  is  there  in  all  this  that  a  virtuous 
'*  man  might  not-  have  done  for  the  good 
"  of  his  country  ?  If  Phocyas  is  guilty, 
*•  his  guilt  muft  confift  in  this  only,  that 
*•  he  performed  the  fame  aftion  from  a 
•*  fenfe  of  his  own  wrongs,  and  to  prefervc 
*•  the  idol  of  his  foul  from  violation  or 
**  death,  which  he  might  have  performed 
•*  laudably  upon  better  principles.  But 
*'  this  (fay  they)  fcems  not  a  fufBcient 
*'  ground  for  thofe  ftrong  and  flinging  re- 
*•  proaches  he  cafts  upon  himlclf,  nor  for 
*'  Eudocia's  rcjefting  him  with  fo  much 
"  fevcrity.  It  would  have  been  more  ra- 
*•  tional  (conlidering  the  frailty  of  humari 
"  nature,  and  the  violent  temptations  he 
•'  lay  under)  if  he  had  been,  at  lafl:,  pre- , 
^^  vailed  upon  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Maho- 
•*  metan :  for  then  his  remorfc  and  fclf- 
••  condemnation  would  have  been  natural, 
'*  his  punilhment  juft,  and  the  character 
'*  of  Eudocia  [placed  in  a  more  amiable 
«  light.'^ 

**  I  own  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  an  anfwer  to 

**  this  objeftion,  and  therefore  think  myfdf 

i  2  "  obliged 
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^  oblig^  to  acquaint  the  reader,  in  order 
"to  do  juftice  to  the  author's  judgment, 
^>  that  he  had  formed  the  play  according 
"  to  the  plan  here  recommended.  But 
"  when  it  was  offered  to  the  managers  of 
"  Drury-lane  houfe,  in  the  year  171 8,  they 
"  refufed  to  ad  it,  unlefs  he  would  alter 
"  the  character  of  Phocyas,  pretending  that 
^*  he  could  not  be  a  hero,  if  he  changed 
*'  his  religion,  and  that  the  audience  would 
^'  not  bear  the  fight  of  him  after  it,  in 
•*  how  lively  a  manner  foever  his  remorfe 

*•  and  repentance  might  be  defcribed 

•*  The  author  (being  then  in  a  very  lan- 
*<  guifhing  condition)  finding  that  if  he  did 
"  not  comply,  his  relations  would  probably 
*^  lofe  the  benefit  of  the  play,  confented, 
^^  though  with  relu&ance,  to  new-model 
"  the  cbaraftcr  of  Phocyas.'* 

Thus  far  the  editor. 

To  (hew  how  tender  and  reafonably  paC- 
fionate  the  fcene  here  mentioned  is  as  die 
author  planned  it  i  and  what  fcope  it  gives 

a 
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a  mafterly  aftor  to  difplay.his  {kill,  who 
furcly  in  fuch  an  agony  of  foul,  and  fo 
diftraAed  with  palfion,  is  rather  an  objeft 
of  pity  than  of  deteftation,  the  original 
draught  of  it,  (together  widi  fome  other 
paflkges  that  are  omitted  or  altered  in  the 
printed  copy)  is  here  fubmitted  to  tht 
public. 

The  lines  marked  widi  inverted  commas 
are  in  both  copies. 

ACT    I.    SCENE  L 
SCENE,    the  City. 

Shouts  and  noife  of  the  ficge ;  officen  aft4  od|m  pd| 
over  the  fiage  in  a  hony. 

Firft  OrricBR, 

Th'  attack  grows  hot — ^let*s  to  the  eaAem  gate. 
The  ftorm  beats  thickeft  there. 

Second  Offxcbr* 
Hark !  how  they  fliout  I 
All's  lofi  if  the  barbarians  force  that  entrance. 

Kater 
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Enter  Hekbia  and  Toldiers,  meeting  AETAUOff. 

Herbis. 
More  engines  there!  more  hands!  the  walls  an  thinn'd. 
The  foe  comes  on ;  weVe  fpent  our  darts  and  javelina. 
Some  to  the  arfenal^  quick,,  for  freih  fupplies. 
O  ArtamoB,  is  this  a  time  to  loiter  ? 

Artamon* 

No— l>ut  who  knows  what  orders  to  obey. 
Where  all's  diflraAion,  harry,  and  confufion  f 

HlRBXS. 

Where  are  the  citizens  ? 

Artauon. 
Why,  fafe  in  comers ; 

Or  elfe,  like  moles,  working  i'th'  earth  to  hide 
Their  plate  and  jewels— ^'tis  for  us,  poor  rogues. 
To  get  our  brains  knock'd  out ;  the  rick  are  wifer, 

Herbis. 

Search  erery  houfe, — we'll  force  the  drones  to  fight 

For  their  ill-gotten  wealth,  or  fend  their  wives 

T»  guard  it  for  *em. — Ha  !  what  mean  thofe  lights  f 

Artamok. 
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Artamon. 
^is  a  prooeflion  to  St.  Thomas'  church, 
A  laft  effort  with  heaven,  to  quit  the  icore 
Of  long  impiety  in  profperous  eafe. 

0  how  devout  is  fear  in  times  of  danger ! 

Hbrbis. 
Where  is  Eomenes,  whereas  the  governor  ! 

AaTAUON. 

1  left  him  in  the  fqnare  of  St.  Honoria, 
Bc^eg^d  by  his  own  people— -Monks,  and  women. 
Boys,  and  a  coward  train  of  noify  rabble, 

Purfae  him  through  the  ftreets,  with  prayers  and  tears. 
And,  in  defpair,  implore  him  to  farrender. 
But  fee!  becomes. 

Enter  Evmbnbs,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people,  &c« 
[as  in  die  printed  copy.} 


ACT    III.      SCENE    I. 

S  C  E  N  E»   the  outfide  of  the  City. 

pBOCTAt  and  Evdocia  in  difguife,  conduced  by  • 
aeatincli  Phogtas  giving  him  money,  he  retires. 

PiffOCYASft 
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FftOCTAS. 

Thus  hx  we^le  fife-^Why  doft  tkoo  ticmble  ? 

feuDdCIA. 

I  know  not  why ;  'ds  i  cold  (hivering  fit 

That  fhoots  through  al(  my  veins— 'twill  foon  be  Oftr« 

Where  lies  pur  way  ? 

Phocyas* 

8ee'ft  thott  yon  fepulchre  ?  * 

The  snoon-beams  fliine  upon  its  wJiiten'd  walls* 

EuDOCtA, 

Down  in  the  vale. 

Proctas. 

The  fame ;  an  arrow's  flight. 
Sent  from  a  feeble  bow,  would  reach  the  place. 
There  wait  the  mules ;  below  it  is  the  road, 
Cloie  by  our  Abanah's  gold-fanded  ftitam. 
Where  oft  our  couriers  have  efcap'd  the  camp. 

EVDOCIA* 

Woddwe  were  there! 


Phocyas. 
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PrtOCXAS. 

Firft  reft  thee  here,  Eudocia, 
WhDe  I  advance  Tome  paces  to  obferve 
If  all  is  fafe.— Keep  neAV  the  tity^giitfe. 
And  mark  what  fign  I  give  thee. 

♦         IBxeMftt  feverally. 

SCENE,  Calcd's  Tent,  &c.  [as  in  the  printed  copy.] 

Ih  the  fame  ACT, 

After  Phocyas's  foliloquy  on  Death,  and  its  inter- 
ruption byDARAN,  Abudam  enters  nvitb  tU 
Koran  in  bis  band, 

"  thou  yet 

<<  Know'ft  not  I  am  thy  friend." 

Phocyas. 
Art  thoQ  my  friend  ?  Can  thid  be  poffible? 

Abvdar. 

I  come  to.fft)!^ef.it$ 

To  ihew  thee,  that,  among  our  fierceft  tribes, 
Inur'd  to  hardy  deeds  of  war,  and  cruel 
As  thon  heliey'ft  us,  thou  may'ft  fiftd  a  man, 
'Who,  not  foi^etting  he's  to  fufferings  born. 
Can  pity  thofe  that  faffer.     I  have  lillen'd, 
'  Vol.  m.  k  With 


[     Ixxvi    ] 

With  fjmpatby  of  forrowy  to  thy  flory ; 
And  let  me  now  give  counfel  to  thy  griefs. 

Phocyas* 
"  Thou  fpeak'ft  me  fair,  &c.'' 

In  the  fame  SCENE, 

After 

**  Hah !  who,  what  art  thou  ?  (rofoing) 
«<  My  friend?  that's  well :  but  hold— are  all  fiiends 
"  honeft?" 

Follows 
What  means  that  book  ?-« 

Abudah* 

It  is  heaven's  gift  divine. 

Our  holy  law.— Here,  take    nay  hold  it  fafc^ 

Why  ihakes  thy  hand? 

Phocyas. 
«  Httfli !  Hark !  what  voice  is  that?''  tew 

After 

**  Villains?  Is  there  no  way?  O  (ave  her,  lave  herS^ 
Inftead  of  "  Exit  with  Abudah" 

(Recovering, 
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(Recovering,  after  a  paufe) 
What's  to  be  done  ? — O  heaven ! 

Abudah. 

Heaven  fhews  thee  what. 
And  points  thee  oot'the  path  td  lafling  peace. 
Here,  kifs  this  (acred  book ;  and  humbly  own 
(Phocyas  kiiTes  the  book,  with  great  reludlance 
and  horror) 
One  Power  Supreme,  and  Mahomet  his  Prophet. 
Let  me  embrace  thee,  brother* 

Enter  Caled,  Abudah  meeting  him. 

Caled,  'tis  done ! — He's  ours ;  the  city's  ours ! 
This  man  is  more  than  a  whole  province  gain'd. 

Caled. 
And  has  he  fwom  obedience  to  our  laws  ? 

Abudah. 
He  has. 

Caled  (embracing  him.) 

Then  thus  we  greet  thee  Mnflulman ! 

Our  faith  adopts  thee  to  its  choiceft  bleffings. 

By  the  feyen  heavens  I  fwear,  that  whate'er  terms 

•    k  2  ,    Have» 
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Have,  In  my  aame,  been  o^cir'd  b^  Ahudahy 
Shall  ftriaiy  be  fulfiird.— But  art  thou  read^? 
This  moment  calls  to  adion. 

Phocyas.  •• 

Lead  me  on ; 

Give  me  my  talk,  and  let  me  \qk  for  over 
Each  confcious  flinging  thqu^ht  of  what  I  was! 
A  preHlng  gloom  flill  hangs  about  my  heart ; 
I'll  try  to  (hake  it  off. 

Caled. 

This  fcym^tar  *, 

**  Blefs'd  in  the  £eld  by  Mahomet  himfelf 

(Giving  the  fcymctar) 

<'  At  Chaibar's  profp'rous  fighl>  fhall  ^grace'  thy  arm.'* 

Abudah. 
**  The  captains  wait  thy  orders,  &c.*' 

After 

<*  Mourn,  thou  haughty  city ! 
"  The  bow  is  bpnt,  nor  can'A  thou  'fcapc  thy  doom.** 


*  This  fcymetar,  in  the  printed  copy,  is  given  to 
Daran. 

Abudah 
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Abudah  zdds. 
And  thy  own  quiver  fends  fonh  ihafts  againft  thee. 

Caled. 

**  I  will  commaijd  the  troops  of  the  black  ftandanl^ 

•=*   r-ii^  rtt  the  eaftern  gate  begin  the  ilorm.  • 

*^  ^/iio  turns  his  back  henceforth,  our  prophet  curie 

•*  him!" 

Daran. 

**  But  why  do  we  not  move  ?  'Twilt  feoD  be  day. 
**  Methinks  Tm.  cold,  and  would  grow  warm  with 
♦«  adicn." 

Phoctai. 
There  is  a  way       '■■     , 

Abudah  (toCALiD.) 
Hear  Phocyas* 

Phocyai* 

Andy  perhaps  y 

Without  the  lofs  of  blood,  to  take  the  city. 
Let  but  Abudah'  lead  fome  duokn  bands, 
I  will  condud  them  to  the  gate,  from  whence 

Ilatf 
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I  Itte  dcap'dy  nor  doubt  by  ftratagem 
To  gain  admittance  there. 

Caled. 

Then  be  it  fo. 

••  Who  firft  fucceeds  gives  entrance  to  the  rel!. 

^  Hear  all !  &c."  (to  the  end  of  the  ad.) 


ACT    IV.      SCENE  I. 

S  C  E  N  £»   ft  great  Square  in  the  City»  before  the 
Governor's  Palace.  "^ 

Phoc^as  in  a  Saracen  haBit^  Abudah,  Saracen  cap- 
tains and  foldiers,  and  a  inejfmger  from  Enments. 

Abudah  to' the  meiTenger. 

Let  him  come  forth,  if  he  would  have  prote^on. 
See'fl  thou  our  (bength  ?  Two  gates  are  ours  already^ 
The  arfenal  too.     Reilftance  were  but  madnefs. 
Yet  tell  him,  he  and  all  his  friends  are  fafe, 
So  he  re£gn  the  palace. 

Phocyas  to  Abudah.  • 
And  the  terms — (Shewing  a  paper.) 

Abudah. 
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Abudah. 

By  tke  day*$  dawning,  and  the  evening  Aades^ 
And  by  Medina's  hol^  tomb,  I  fwear. 
That  all  (hall  be  made  good. 

Phocyas  to  the  meftnger. 

Retom  this  paper. 

And  let  him  know  'tis  granted.  [£«£/  meff, 

firave  Abudah ! 

Thy  godlike  temper  binds  me  firmer  Hill 

To  my  new  vows  and  thee;  now  thoo'rt  indeed 

A  friend^  and  let  me  joy  thee  of  a  conqueft. 

Which  well  thy  noble  clemency  deferves. 

Abudah. 

Servant  of  Mahomet!  haft  not  thon  too 

Defenr'd  this  grant  i  How  could  a  friend  and  brother 

Kefufe  thy  merit  ought  ? 

Phoctas. 
Behold  Eumenes! 


Enter 
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Enter  EtFiiSNBS,  Hbicbis,  officers  of  theconrt^  and 
attendanu. 

EuMBNESy  entering. 
•*  It  mail  be  fo,  &c."  [as  in  the  printed  copy.] 

At  the  end  of  Abudah's  fpeech. 

And  little  do  you  think  how  much  yon  owe 
"  To  one  brave"  foe,  **  whom  yet,"  I  fee,  "  yon 
«•  know  not." 

pHOCYAS  to  Abudah,  (afide.) 
Abudah,  I  would  be  a  while  concealed. 

EUMENES. 

If  there  be  fiich  a  fricmfly  foe  unfcn(r.?ff, 

Whofe  interpofing  pit)  breaks  the  faH 

Of  wretched  men,  heaven  grant  him  all  his  wiihes! 

Phocyas  (afide.) 

Amen,  O  heaven  I  No  thanks  to  thee  who  know'fl  not 
Or  what,  or  whom  thou  pray'fl  for.     Guide  me  now, 
Aufpicious  love,  to  find  my  life's  chief  joy. 
And  I've  no  more  to  aik.  [Exit* 

Abvdah^ 
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Abudah* 

Hade,  SeijtbU» 

And  raife  oor  ftandard  o*er  the  palace-gate ; 

Then  wait  thy  daty  here. 

Enter  Raphan. 

Raphan,  thon'rt  welcome. 

Thou  know'ft  onr  orders ;  fee  thy  troops  obferve  theoi. 

On  pain  of  death,  no  violence  be  us'd, 

rrill  force  fhall  caU  for  force. 

EuMBNkS. 

Generous  Abndah ! 

We  have  thy  word,  and  donbt  not  of  pn)te6Uon. 

<<  Enter  Abtamon,  haftily. 
«'  Airs  loft !  &c."  (to  the  end  of  the  fccne.) 

In    SCENE    II, 
PaocT  AS  gobg  to  embrace  Eudoci  a,  (he  ftarts  back. 

EVDQCIA. 

Save  me !  ftand  off!  Mercy  of  heaven !  what  art  thou  ? 


^^jjj.     Vol.  III.  1.  Pmocyas. 
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Phocyas. 

Life  of  my  fool !  it  is  my  ditfs  deceives  thee. 
Doft  thou  not  know 

£UD0CIA» 

"  My  Phocyas !"  &c # 


pHOcrxs. 

«  I've  borne  a  thoafand  deaths  £nce  our  laH  parting. 
«<  But  wherefore  do  I  talk  of  death  ? — ^for  now'^ 
To  hold  thee  thus,  thus  to  my  beating  heart. 
Is  more,  much  more,  than  life  yet  ever  knew.— - 
Why  weeps  my  fair  ?  What  mean  thefe  guihing  teanf 

EUDOCIA. 

O  Phocyas!  could'il  thou  think  how  I  have  pafs'd 
The  hours  of  night,  unknowing  of  thy  fafety. 
My  fancy  tortur'd  with  ill-boding  vifions 
That  thou  wert  loft  for  ever ;  could'ft  thou  know 
What  I  have  thought,  what  fear*d,  whilft  thou  wert 
I  abfent, 

!  Thou  would'ft  not  aik  from  whence  thefe  gathered  mifts 

I  That  hover  in  my  eyts^  and  now  diflblve, 

I  At  fight  of  thee,  and  fall  in  dewy  (howen. 

Phocyas. 
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Phocyas. 


No  more,  my  charmer ;  let  us  from  this  hour 

Baniih  the  gloomy  leavings  of  our  forrow. 

My  joys,  Eudocia,  (hall  rekindle  thine ; 

For  I,  *'  methinksy  am  rais'd  to  life  immortal,  kc* 


PROeVAS. 

"  'Twill  farprifc  thee 

<'  When  thou  ihalt  know— 


EUDOCIA. 

<<  What?" 

Phocyas. 

Look  on  me,  Eudqcia  ! 

Doft  thou  obferve  no  change  ?  Can'ft  thou  not  guefs 

What  means  this  turban  on  thy  Phocyas'  head  ? 

EudoOia. 

A  lucky  ftratagem  to  pafs  unknown  ! 
Blefs'd  be  the  hand  that,  thus  difguifing,  help'd  thee 
•To  work  thefe  d^eds,  and  make  thy  name  immortal ! 


Phocyas 
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Phocyas  (looking  earneftly  at  her.) 

««  O  for  a  caufe  fo  lovely,  fo  bdov*d,** 

Sme  'tis  no  crime,  or  heaven  will  Aire  forgive  it! 

EUDOCIA. 

<<  What  doft  thou  mean  ?"  What  can  it  be,  that  thus 
With  diftant  Words  thoa  laboured  to  conceal? 
Sare  'tis  thy  tendemefs,  thy  generons  love. 
That  fears  to  fhock  me  with  ibme  mighty  danger. 
Which  fcarce  thou  haft  efcap'd ;  bat  fince  thy  life 
Is  fafe,  delay  no  more  to  tell  me  all. 
And  fwell  my  prefent  joy. 

Phocyas. 

How  ihall  I  tell  thee  ? 
O  why  wilt  thon  not  know  me  in  this  habit 
For  what  I  am  ?— "  To  (ave  my  life  ?  O  no !" 
'Twere  juiUy  giv'n,  had  it  been  loft  for  thee*— 
Nay,  had  I  ri(k'd  my  foul  to  fave  Eudocia, 
Yet  were  it  not  too  much. 

EUDOCIA. 

"  It  cannot  be.— 

**  And  yet  thy  looks  are  changed,  thy  lips  grow  pale! 

**  Why  doft  thou  fhake  l-^^Alas!  I  tremble  too," 

Nor 
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Nor  tee  enquire  that  which  thou  dar'ft  not  utter« 
*'  rU  not  *  allow'  a  thoaght  that  thoacould'il  do 
**  One  ad  19a worthy  of  thyfelf,  &c/' 

Frocyas.  * 

**  Alts !  thoa  know^ft  me  not-— I'm  man»  firail  man» 
'*  To  error  bom  ;  and  who  that's  man  is  perfeA  V* 
*Tis  paft,  and— 

EUDOCIA. 

"Ha! 

Phoctas. 
I  am  no  more  a  Chriftian. 

EuDOCIA* 

Then  it  is  paft  indeed ! 

[They  look  at  each  other  for  iome  time  in  confo'- 
fion ;  after  which,  Eudocia  turns  away,  and 
covers  her  face.] 

Phocyas  (after  a  paufc.) 

Eudocia,  why. 

Why  dofl  thou  turn,  and  hide  thy  face  thus  from  me  ? 

Have 
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Have  I  a  thoaght  of  comfort  but  in  thte? 

Look  on  me—fpcak— Nay,  frown  upon,  and  chide  me. 

Say  any  thing,  and  drive  me  to  diftradion. 

For  O!  I  can  no  longer  bear  thy.filence. 

EVDOCIA. 

Speak  tkon  fome  comfort  firft — recall  thy  words. 

Thy  fatal  ftory — Quickly  fay  'twas  fcign'd; 

To  try  the  utmoft  1  could  bear,  and  live. 

Was  it? — Thou'rt  dumb-*-there  is  no  comfort  left* 

Fhocyas. 
Yes,  there  is  all  in  thee,  it— - 

EUDOCIA. 

V 

OJ 

Fhocyas. 

What  means 

That  piercing  look,  and  what  that  fobbing  figh  I 

EUDOCIA. 

Is't  poffiblc,  that  ev'n  the  fight  of  thee 

Should  wound  me  more  than  thy  late  dreaded  abfence  ? 

PflOCYAS. 
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FaocYAS. 

Am  I  then  grown  fo  hateful  to  thy  eye%  f 
Hold  jet  my  heart !  (afide.) 

EUDOCIA. 

0  what,  what  haft**thoa  told  me? 

Think  what  thou  art,  if  thou*rt  no  more— 

1  cannot  ipeak  it,  Horror  choaks  my  voice. 

"Are  thefc  the  terms"  accurs'd   "  on  which   w6 
meet,"  &c.  • 

«  Phocyas. 

<<  Ha !  Lightning  blaft  me ! — Strike  me 

**  Ye  vengeful  bolts,  if  thi&  is  my  reward." 

Art  thou  Eudocia,  that  kind  gentle  fair. 

Who  us'd  with  fmiles  to  lull, each  anxious  thought? 

«*  Are  thefe  my  hop'd  for  joys  ?'•  &c.  • 

EUDOCIA. 

What  welcome  can  I  give,  or  thou  receive  f  ? 
O !  **  thou  has  blafted  all  our  joys  for  ever, 

•  The  conclufions  of  thefe  two  ipeeches  agree  w^tk 
thofe  in  the  printed  copy, 
t  Inilead  of  this  line^  in  the  printed  copy. 
Had  ft  thou  not  help'd  the  foes  of  Mahomet 
To  fpread  their  impious  conquefts  o'er  thy  country, 

.      WJiat 


**  And  cut  down  hope,  like  a  poor  fhort-liy'd  flower, 
**  Never  to  grow  again''— ^Art  thoa  not  fwom 
A  foe  to  Chriftians  ?  Am  not  I  a  Chriftian? 


Phoctas. 

Is  this  to  be  a  foe^  to  gtTe  up  all 

To  call  thee  mine?  Yet  now  thou^oft  opbraid 


What  welcome  was  there  in  Eudocia's  power 
She  had  with-held  from  Phocyas  ?  But  alas  ! 
'Tis  "  thou  haft  blaftcd,"  &c. 

To  which  Phocyas  replies, 

"  Cruel  Eudocia !" 

If  in  my  heart's  deep  anguifh»  Pve  been  fbrc'd 
Awhile  from  what  I  was^-doft  thou  rejed  me  ? 
•«  Think  of  the  caufe" 

Eudoda's  anfwer  to  this  (p.  xci)  according  to  the 
original  plan  is  didUted  by  a  juft  and  honeft  indig- 
nation, but  in  the  altered  copy  far  exceeds  the 
.  bounds  of  reafon,  and  is  very  improperly  addrefied 
to  one  whofe  **  faith*'  is  ftill  **  onfpotted,"  and  who 
may  rather  be  faid  to  have  faved,  than  betrayed,  his 
country. 

With 
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With  what  I  am  for  thcc— "  crocl  Eudocia ! 
««  Think  of  the  caofe 


Eudocia. 

The  caofc  ?  there  is  no  caofe! 
^*  Not  univerfal  natore  could  afford 
''  A  caufe  for  thii ;  what  were  dominion »  pomp» 
'*'  The  wealth  of  nations,  nay  of  alLilie.world» 
**  The  world  itfelf,  or  what  a  thoofiiod  wotlds^ 
'*  If  weigh'd  with  faith  un(|>otted»  heavenly  (rpth» 
**  Thoughts  free  from  guiit,  the  empire  of  the  mtnd^ 
**  And  «11  the  triumphs  of  a  godlike  breaft, 
**  Firm  and  unmov'd  in  the  great  caufe  of  virtue  ?*' 

Phocyas. 

What  is'  that  virtue  heaven  no  longer  owns  ? 
Why  do  the  Chriflian  banners  fly  the  field  ? 
What  puts  their  numbrous  hofts  to  (hameful  flight? 
What  conquers  all  their  towns  !— -Alas !  Eododa, 
Haft  thou  no  doubts?  Is  this  heaven's  favourite  caufe? 
Why  dien  by  hea\xn  deferted?  Say,  is  not 
The  will  divine  obfcure,  and  in  thick  clouds 
VeiPd  from  the  feeble  eyes  of  human  rcafon  ? 

EUDOCIA. 

O  blind  of  foul!— 'tis  Chrillian  guilt  that  arms 
Vol.  UL  m  The 


t 
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The  foei  of  troth  agaioft  its  treac)ierotu  friends; 
Forfaking  heaven,  they  are  of  heaven  forfakea. 

Phocyas. 
"  How  fhaU  I  anfwcr  thee  ?"  &c. 

In  EuDOci  a'8  next  fpepch  but  one,  ioftead  of 


"  But  never,  never," 


Can  "  I  be  made  the  curs'd  reward  oP'  tiea/bn, 
**  To  feal'  thy  doom,"  &c. 

Read 


"  But  never,  never,' 


So  grant  me  mercy,  heaven !  will  **  I  be  made 

"  The  curs'd  reward  of '*  black  apolbcy, 

"  To  feal  thy  doom,  to  bind  a  hellifli  league,"  Sec 

Phocyas. 

««  What  league  ? — 'tis  ended^— I  renounce  it — thus 

[Kneels 
*<  I  bend  to  heaven  and  thee  *"-^^-Oyet  look  on  me. 

*  After  this,  in  the  printed  copy,  follows  immediately 

■  ■'  '       "  O  thou  divine, 

**  Thou  matchlcf^  image,"  &c«  (p.  xdii.) 

EvDOCIAr 


I 


[    xciii    ] 

EUDOCIA. 

It  cannot  be — Are  vows  but  folemn  trifles. 
Made  and  unmade,  and  to  be  kept  qt  brpkei^. 
But  as  a  wretched  woman  fmiles  or  frowns  ? 
Hail  thou  not  fworn  I  Angels, .  and  faints,  and  all 
The  hoft  above,  are  witnefl^s  againft  thee. 
How  wilt  thou  then  blot  out  thy  oath  ?  How  yet 
Stand  iclear'd    to  thofe    blefs'd    powers  thou  haft 
'  renonnc'd  ? 

How  make  atonement  to  thy  iojor'4  conotry  ? 

0  could  all  thefe  forgive  thee,  we  might  yet 
Perhaps  be  happy  in  each  ethers  love 

PHOCrAS. 

We  might  ?  We  may,  we  will — ••  O  thou  divine, 
•*  Thou  matchlefs  image,"  &c. 

In  Phocyas's  laft  fpecch. 

After 
«<  Return,  return  and  fpcak  it,  fey  for  ever  !-^ 

Infert 

1  dare  not  follow  her— Methinks  I  fee 
Celeftial  guards  (land  ready  to  oppofe 

My  ftcps,  and,  frowning,  (hake  their  fwords  of  flame, 

T» 
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To  drive  mc  out  from  blifs ! — 

"  She's  gone — and  now  flic  joins  the  fugitives,'*  &C. 


In  ACT   IV,    SCENE   the  laft, 
[Which  in  the  printed  copy  is  the  firft  fcene  of  td  v,} 

In  one  of  Daran's  fpeeches,  inflead  of 

*«  That's  isell.     And  yet  I  fear  ^ 

''  Abudah's"  Chjiftiaa  friend-* 

Read 

"  That's  well.     And  yet  I  fear 
"  Abadah's'*  motley  convert. 

Caleo. 

If  poflible, 

He  ihould  not  know  of  this ;  no,  nor  Abndah: 
He  is  a  very  hermit  of  the  war. 
See  thoa  the  troops  refrefh'd,  and  when  the  fun 
Shall  from  the  weft,  declining,  fiuntly  ihine. 
Draw  up  oar  Arab  horfe  without  the  gates. 
We*n  <*  quickly  make  this  thriftlefs  conqueft  good; 
*'  The  fword  too  has  been  wrong'd,  ai^d  thirfts  for 
«*  blood." 

[JsJCODlf* 

ACT 
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ACT      V. 

In  the  SCENE  between  Phocyas  and  CALiib 
Caled  (entering.) 

•«  So— Slaughter  do  thy  work !"  The  birds  of  prey 
Will  fcent  thee  foon,  and  yet»  ere  night  oomes  on« 
Shadow  this  valley  with  a  living  cloud. 
— "  Thefe  hands  look  well,"  &c. 


Calid. 

•*  Promife  ? — ^Infolcnce ! 

"  *Tis  well,  *tis  well — ^For  now  I  know  thee  too. 

««  Thou  double"  renegade,  thou  twice  a  "  traitor { 

**  Falfe  to  thy  firft  and  to  thy  latter  vow. 

For  ftill  thy  mongrel  foul  is  half  a  Chriftian! 

"  VUlain,"  &c. 


At  the  end  of  the  laft  SCENE  but  one, 

Artamov. 

**  See  where  Eumenes  comes!  What's  thisf  Refeems 

"To 


^ 


i   icvi   i 


•*  To  IcacP*  along  **  foinc  wounded*'  Saracen 

Of  better  rank.    Let's  fbmd  afide,  and  mark  them  *• 

*  In  the  printed  copy  it  is 

— ^ *^  He  fcems 

<«  To  lead  fome  Wouitded"  friend — Alas !  *d 


*  To  Mn  HUGHES  on  hit  exeetlenc  Cimnflatioa 
•of  Abei^aktd's  letters. 


By  Mr.   JOHN    BUNCE  •, 


w, 


HAT  tender  turns  oorftrugglingpaflionsmoTe, 
While  Heloiia  fboths  the  foul  to  love  ! 
Yet  grace  and  warmth  divine  thofe  turns  impart. 
And  ni«ve  the  paflions  but  to  mend  the  heart, 
from  the  vain  world,  yet  warm  in  youth  ihe  fied^ 
Loll  to  its  charms,  and  to  its  pleafares  dead  : 
Sunk  in  a  convent's  foHtary  gloom. 
Like  gather'd  rofes  with'ring  in  their  bloom. 


*  Now  vicar  of  St.  Stephen's  near  Canterbury. 
An  elegant  copy  of  vcrfes,  by  the  fame  hand,    is 

picfixed  to  Mr.  Hughes's  **  poems." 

In 
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In  fraickrs  penance  ihe  confotnes  away. 
And  loaths  die  light  of  each  revolviag  day : 
Torn  from  the  man  flie  lov'dy  life  grows  a  pain^ 
And  while  remov'd  from  him,  ihe  lives  in  vain : 
In  vain  the  rifing  fan  falates  her  fight 
With  chjcarfuL  radiance  and  enliveniiiig  Jig^t  $ 
Setdng^  on  her  in  vain  his  be2^nt  h^  xhro^fB^ 
His  finking  beams  but  aggravate  her  woes : 
To  her  nq^  day.  nor  night  their  .C9J3aforts  bnng# 
Nor  finiUng  fummer  nor  returning  fpring. 

In  the  ftill  horror  of  thofe  ,fkc^  4valls, 
Whexe  each  fad  objed  to  devotion  calls, 
Wheie  ever-fighing  fainu  around  thee  move. 
Fond  Heioife,  fatter  could'ft  thoii  think  of  love  ? 
Yet  not  thtfe  fcenes  her  wand 'ring  (jioughts  controcd^ 
Nor  chafe  the  dear  ideas  from  her  foul ; 
Not  thofe  pale  iaints  that  iighing  fQoqd  ftfr  mov^ 
Could  teach  her  to  renounce  a  fatal  loye« 


By  thee  her  animated  form  revives. 
And  in  thy  verfion  all  the  lover  lives ; 
Drawn  by  thy  hand  more  graceful  (he  appears^ 
Her  fame  increafing  with  increafing  years : 
No  more  her  bright  remains  neglected  lie. 
But  boaft  frefii  beauties  that  can  never  die. 
.Soibme  fiur  flower,  which  drooping  iQtig  had  ftood  * 
la  the  pardi'd  plain  or  unfrequented  wood, 
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By  feme  kind  hand  removM  to  richer  earih. 
Wakes  into  life,  and  &ndi  a  fccoiid  birth; 
filei!  from  the  foil,  refrefhing  odours  gives. 
Blooms  with  the  (pring,  and  in  a  bloiTom  lives. 

Mov'd  at  h%r  griefs  each  generoas  lover  fighs» 
And  reads  her  haplefs  fate  with  weeping  eyes : 
Britannia^s  fair  her  flowing  ftrains  admire. 
And  fondly  pradife  what  her  thoughts  infpire  ; 
With  deep  concern  her  heart-felt  for  rows  fee. 
And  mourn  a  brighter  Abelard  in  thee. 

Brenfett,  Kent,  1 7 Jpo;  

*    O      D      E 

M  *  Jmicum  navigatunm* 

A  S  TRA  *vi/unu  fmpe  fMitJki  Juflri    ' 

Axe  eoUucint^  cititri  eur/u 

Def  rimes  wftra^  ut  freia  vafia  Eoos 

.    Fiu4Hs  ad  Imhs, 

Ripa  fit  qusaiwis  ihi  fata  baccis^ 
fiftra  clam /plemdiHS  adamant e  crudo  ; 
Rinndi  fundantf  coquat  an  fodina 

Largiter  aammi 

•  Gidielmum  Hirjf,  AM.R.S.S.  SjwdUit  ad  ludu. 
OrientaUt  diUgatU  a  /acrij^  iu  Awrwd  navt^  MmJU  a 
wrtitfi  inimicd. 

Drtt 
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Ditt  me  gratum  pariter  reporttt 
^MoU  deducts^  ''{fi  fi/pfh  ^Ua  baud 
Mtrci  nmiandMrn^  ficih  reducas 

PiBus  bonefiwm^ 

CunSa  qua  teUus^  mare^  Sol,  et  imiru 
Prodigynt  ft^Us^  marty  SpI^  a  imbres 
If/a  'utme/cmtt  JMto  fihtJta 

Funeri  mwtuU. 


^tuu  tihi  wrtus  tua  fmpplet  aiif, 
Pauca  quit  ne/di  pimtrahis  afira, 
ftuct  ccfknim  ntdimitus,  et  fu* 

perfiis  Ofympe* 

^god  famen  pmrmn  eor  baker  et  aurt^ 
Et  mernus  pune  eapiant^  babete  ; 
Air  tibi  largo  deerht  W  alter 

Digmis  egeret* 

Mente  fablimi  le^era  Jfefnens^  , 
SoUi  occur/us  'uarios^  ina/qiu 
Sidemm  caJles,  kca  dake  pingens 

Dijpta  wftrh. 
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futfU^  smrioi  wmiitm  nee  stgro 
Pbarmacum  wmdo,  ^  finis  entditi 
JEmulus  C'6t\  atque  bcmidda  caatus 

Jure  vccarim 

Ponie  qmn  facr$  imiliivr  fitluttPtt 
Pango  <vel  carmm  ftMCuum  ^wtati, 
^emqae  d^tutbas  relegp  dieftu  et 

Ni^e  t  Platcnem.        ^ 

Cur  us  txtendat  tlhi  veUi  lajtfi  ! 
Saviaut  ponti  mi/tus  !  ,tt  feq$aces 
Urgeaut  fiudus  iter!  ac  recofdans 

Pocula  I  Mitrtt, 

Dum  graves  aera  Jvgiant  parumper, 
Me/tte  ctfm   multos  memori  retenftSy 
UiRSTE,  nt  *uatis  penitus  fileto 

KomeK  amid  / 


J.KRKPATRICK,  M.D, 

•  Hippocrates, 
f  Anglice  optime  redditum^  Interprtte  FL  Sydenham* 
X  Tabemam  ittttUige^  in  <vico  dido  FUet-Jir<ei. 

End    of  Vol.   III. 
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